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,.: Send me men girt for the combat, 
l\Ien who are grit to the core. 
Send me the best of your breeding, 
Lend me your chosen ones; 
Them will I take to my bosom, 
Them will I call my sons. 
And I will not be won by weaklings, 
Subtile, suave and mild, 
But by men with the hearts of Vikings, 
And the simple faith of a child." 


Service. 
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PREFACE 


NEAR the Lake of the 'Voods at sunrise one morn- 
ing in 1882 I SR\V a priest standing on a flat rock, his 
crucifix in his right hand and his broad hat in the 
other, silhouetted against the rising sun, which made 
a golden halo about him, talking to a group of In- 
dians-men, ,vomen and papooses-who ,vere listen- 
ing with reverent attention. It ,vas a scene never 
to be forgotten, and the noble and saintly countenance 
of the priest brought it to me that this must be Father 
Lacon1be of whom I had heard so much; and it ,vas. 
l\Iy acquaintance with hin1, begun that morning, 
has been full of charln to IDe, and my only regret is 
that in these later years the pleasure of meeting him 
has come at lengthening intervals. His life, devoted 
and self-sacrificing, has been like peaceful moonlight 
-commonplace to some, but to others full of quiet 
splel1dour, serenity, mystery and of much more for 
,vhich there are no words. 
'V e who know him love him because of his goodness 
and we feel that he is great; but ,ve n1ay not say he 
is great because of tIns or of that. His life has been 
hidden from the ,vorld in far-away Indian encamp- 
ments and it is there ,ve must look for accounts of his 
good works and great deeds. 
The noble and elevating example of devotion and 
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PREFACE 


self-sacrifice that has been given us by Father La- 
combe in his more than sixty years of work among the 
Indians of 'Vestern Canada should not be lost, for 
he would be stony-hearted indeed who would not be 
softened and humanized by such an example, which 
must bring even to the irreligious a feeling of pro- 
found respect for the faith which inspired and sus- 
tained this good man. 
It is fortunate, therefore, that Miss Hughes who 
is so well fitted in every ,vay and especially by her 
intimate knowledge of the country in which Father 
Lacombe has laboured so long and with the conditions 
surrounding him, should have undertaken a record 
of his life, with a reverent love of her subject to guide 
her pen; and I regard it as a very great honour that 
she has asked me to write a Preface for her book. 


w. C. VAN HORNE. 
l\Iontreal, 21st April, 1910. 
. 



FOREWORD 


FATHER LACOl"IBE'S peculiarly vivid intellect- 
,vhich eyen yet seizes upon every detail in events 
and people that touch on his life-holds the Past 
as in a mirror. To avail 111yself of this kno\vledge 
in securing quite accurate pictures of early "T est- 
ern periods and incidents I have for some years 
submitted this venerable n1an month after month 
to ,vhat he laughingly termed "inquisitions." 
Some others of the fe\v real Old-Timers remain- 
ing have like\vise submitted to my "inquisitipns," 
and generously contributed to my kno\vledge of 
details. Their nalnes occur in the narrati ve ; I 
desire to thank them here for their valuable 
assistance. 
I ,vould also ackno,vledge my indebtedness to 
my friends-Bishop Legal, \vho opened to me the 
Archives of St. Albert and his letters from Father 
Lacombe, the Hon. Alexander Rutherford, who 
gave me access to his library of rare Canadiana, and 
others. 


K. H. 


" 



FOREWORD TO NEW EDITION 


In adding a final chapter to this Life-after the 
passing of Père Lacombe-I desire to state for those 
who have not had the happiness of a personal ac- 
quaintance with him that there is no inaccuracy in the 
variety of tongues in which he seems to speak in this 
narrative of his life. 
On occasions-and perhaps this is not always 
sufficiently indicated in the text-I simply translate 
into English ,vhat he, speaking in French, has said to 
me or to others; and the same is true of extracts from 
his writing in French. 
But on every possible occasioll I have preserved 
what he said to me in his o,vn inimitable and pic- 
turesque English. The result may be to represent 
him as speaking broken and picturesque English at 
one time-and more usual English at another. But 
I 
eel that readers ,viII understand the seeming 
varIance. 
I would also state-with regard to some of the 
early reviews written outside of Canada-that ,vhere 
I repeat conversations in Père Lacombe's Life I am 
not making magnificent guesses at what these people 
likely would have said. I am repeating from the lips 
of participants what actually was said-or what I 
myself heard. 
This record is History-picturesque western His- 
tory caught for posterity before it had passed out of 
memory-and while many of its makers still ,valked 
with us. 


K. H. 
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PART I 



FATHER LACOMBE 


THE ENTRANCE 


" A II the world's a stage. . . . 
And one man in his time plays mallY parts, 
His Acta being seven Ages." 


THE first half of the nineteenth century was draw- 
ing to a close: Canada was in the throes of national 
birth. l\Iontreal-having looked on at its Parlia- 
ment Buildings destroyed by fire, and authority's 
symbol, the l\Iace, tossed about on the shoulders of a 
mob-lay in the grim shadow of a cholera epidemic. 
l\Ieanwhile-out over the beckoning trails of the 
green West a stripling of twenty was making his way 
into the wonderland of the voyageurs-the mysteri- 
ous and little-known Pays d J en H aut. He brought 
with him little more than the staff and scrip of the 
medieval pilgrim-this Dlonias-, but he was of the type 
that trader and dusky trapper alike welcomed. 
They found him at first moulded in the courtliness 
and restraint of manner characteristic of the men who 
tutored him in the quiet old Palace at l\Iontreal, but 
there soon sprang up in him what the eagle-eyes of 
the boy had always denoted-a fearlessness, a force 
and a primitive dignity that more than matched the 
best material of the strong new country before him. 
1 
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It is sixty years since then-at this time of writing 
-and through all that formative period of the West 
the figure of this stripling-rounding into maturity, 
or bending to a venerable old age-stands silhouetted, 
in imperious lines or ag'ain with tender charm, against 
the pages of western history. 
At the outset he appears as a knight-errant on 
the western Plains-a picturesque figure with the 
Red Cross of his flag floating above him, here, there 
and everywhere along the l)rairies between the Red 
River and the l\Iountains of the Setting Sun 
now sharing the tepees of the nomad tribes; now 
making a stand at some mission-place-,vith axe and 
plough guiding the l\Ietis and Indian to the ways of 
the white man leading them out from the 
blanket and tepee to the school and homestead. 
As time passes, on some of his endless journeyings 
to and fro across the Continent he appears on the 
plains again-a peaceful Clovis leading his country- 
men from a land outgrown to ne,v fields of promise. 
And '\vhen a young civilization of many needs, spirit- 
ual and material, emerges from the prairies-the 
knight-errant of Western priesthood is found again 
and again measuring the gray corridors of Canada's 
Parliament Buildings or suppliant for others in the 
cold magnificence of European courts. 


. 


. 


. 


Then fell the evening of Life. The vigorous form 
grew bent and the erstwhile shoulders narrowed. 
N ow there remains in his Hermitage among 
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the foothills an old Christian medicine-man with only 
the warnlth and light of his wonderful eyes undimmed 
by Time: relit perhaps \vith the radiance of the light 
that shines across the Great Divide. 


I 


THE character of the race from which Albert La- 
combe sprang is most subtly revealed in Quebec's old 
legend of the Chasse-Galerie. 
It is an exquisite mosaic of racial and domestic 
feeling, instinct with the warmth and daring and in- 
souciance of the Canadien habitant-misty with the 
pathos of the Canadien errant. 
It grew up imperceptibly in the days of the Old 
Regime, \vhen the reckless voyageurs pushed farther 
and farther ,vest in the wake of Le Verandrye's canoe, 
and the hearts of their womenfolk followed after. 
It mirrored the dare-devil hearts of the coureurs de 
bois drawn home 3n New Year's Eve from far-off 
Athabasca and Saskatchewan to the glowing hearths 
of their kinsfolk on the banks of the St. Lawrence. 
On that one night their souls sickened of the stern, 
coarse life in far-off trading posts, of stag dances in 
the Bachelors' Hall and the ungraceful shuffle of 
blanketed squaws. Their ghostly canoes-so the 
legend runs-rode down the winter storm with spirit- 
cargoes. 
Their wraiths, invading the cheery homes of Que- 
bec, embraced the old people and stole kisses from the 
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girls in the dances-then, mon Dieu, were whisked 
up again into the canoes; and pallid with regrets 
borne back to the wilderness. 
In this legend of the Chasse Galerie there is em- 
bodied the spiritual essence of French-Canada and its 
people-the tinge of nlysticism that hints of the poet- 
heart, the fine daring, the 'v arm sympathies, the quick 
forgetfulness, the love of home, the joy of life. And 
this is the land and these the people that produced 
Father Lacombe. 
\Vhether or not the Chasse Galerie came home for 
the fireside feast in 1839, the chimes in the gray tower 
of Saint Sulpice rang out a heartening ,velcolne to 
the N e,v Year. T,venty miles across the sno\v the 
gay carillon ,vas answered with peals from the 
churches of l\Iontreal; and in the home of Albert 
Lacombe, worthy habitant of Saint Sulpice, there 
was a glad confusion. 
'The household ,vas making ready for the ancient 
ceremony of paternal blessing that ushers in the N e\v 
Year in a French-Canadian home. The father, con- 
sciously fine in his best suit of homespun and his finest 
linen woven by the deft hands of his goodwife, seated 
himself in the old fauteuil that had belonged to his 
father. 
His wife-carrying herself with loving pride 
"like the queen of the home, doing its hon- 
ours," her son recalls-stood near him, watching ten- 
derly the mobile trusting faces of their seven little 
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ones as they knelt about their father's knees, resting 
their baby hands on his strong limbs. 
Albert the eldest voiced prettily, as his mother 
had taught him, their N e,v Year's ,vishes for their 
father, closing ,vith a request for a blessing upon 
themselves. Then suddenly, prompted by his o'vn 
exceedingly ,,,,arm heart, he broke through the uSllal 
forms of ceremony to cry to his mother: 
"And, lJlalnan
 you know how ,ve love you!" 
In the raftered kitchen, ,vhose brown ,vooden walls 
and primitive furnishings ,vere. mello,ved by the 
arly 
morning firelight this vivid tableau of habitant life 
defined the starting-place of history in the life of 
(Father Lacombe
,,"ho 
vas born in this U gentille IJa- 
1'oisse n of St. Sulpice on February 28, 1827.) 
Albert Lacombe ,vas a quietly genial, industrious 
man neither rich nor poor, attached to his home and 
farm,vork,( ,vith a desire to see his sons follow in his 
o'",n footsteps. He and his ,vife had never received 
any adequate education as books go, but they were 
versed in all the arts that made up the round of their 
simple pleasant life in the leisurely parish. 
Albert, pere
 and Albert, fils, each spring ,vent back 
into a cabin in the maple woods and made sugar and 
syrup to supply the household for the entire year. 
The father enjoyed his pipe, his jokes and tricks- 
for he "Tas full of a quaint humour-his old ca1narades 
and his occasional coup of boissoll blanc-the mint- 
julep of the north. But he was not a hunter: he did 
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not eyen keep a gun in his house, and during the 
Papineau Rising of 1837 he remained unexcited, 
placidly loyal. ,,- 
Like the majority of the Quebec habitants he drew 
an exceeding delight from his pipe and home-grown 
tobacco; yet each year before midnight of lJI ardi Gras, 
the eye of Lent, he ,vould place his pipe with all the 
solemnity of a rite upon the mantel, "where it re- 
mained sleeping," says his son, "lvithout tobacco, 
smoke or fire until the feast of Easter. The pipe, 
too, kept the fast." 

Iadame Agathe Lacombe, like her husband, was 
of a cheerful domestic nature, pious, thrifty and in- 
dustrious. She ,vas a brunette of trim, strong phy- 
sique and very actiye. Iler son, ho,vever, resembled 
his father in face and form rather than her. 
Albert ,vhen not at school ,vas kept closely at work 
on the farm, and his boyish spirit chafed at the 
monotonous round. Picking stones on new land, 
feeding the pigs, driving the plough! This, when the 
boy's heart in him was burning to leave the farm, to 
go to college-to be a great man, a priest maybe like 
the old curé
 J\Ionsieur de Viau; or perhaps to leave 
books altogether and like his grand-uncle, Joseph La- 
combe, to go far into the Pays d
en Haut with the 
fur-company and be the most daring voyageur of 
them all. Either career seemed blissful to the boy, 
for these t,vo men were the heroes of his childhood. 
The kindly old curé gre,v attached to the boy. 
N 
1 on petit sauvage

 (my little Indian), he used to 
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call him-not only because his skin and eyes were 
flashing dark, but because his mother, Agathe Du- 
hamel dite Sans-Facon
 "'
as the descendant of that 
Duhamel maiden carried into captivity over a hun- 
dred years earlier by an Ojibway chief. The French 
girl bore him t\VO sons before her voyageur uncle 
stole her and the boys from a camp at Sault Ste. 
l\larie, and restored her to the Duhamels of Saint 
Sulpice. One of these boys was an ancestor of 
l\Iadame Lacombe. 
One Sunday afternoon in the sum!ller of 1840 Al- 
bert Lacombe ,vith his "\-vife and children sat sunning 
themselyes by the door,vay of their home, when the 
cllré droye up to them in an old vehÍcle drawn by 
a fat old horse. lIe seated himself for a short inti- 
n1ate chat as a father might ,vith his son. 
lIe enquired about the crops, the farm,vork, all 
the good habitant's plans; then turning suddenly to- 
,yard the boy Albert he said: 
"l\Iy little Indian, \vhat are you going to do?" 
The child's brain throbbed in confusion. He 
knew; but ho\v could he tell1Jlonsieur le curé? He 
looked desperately up to his father. 
ulJIonsieur le curé/
 the father said, "Albert would 
go to the big college; but I have no means to send 
him. And besides I need him here to help me." 
"l\Iy lad," said the old curé directing all his atten- 
tion to the boy, "do you want very much to go to 
college ?" 
Albert, al,vays emotional, could make no reply in 
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wor<;J.s; but his hand grasped the extended hand of the 
priest and the tears that shone in the dark eyes were 
eloquent. 
"Eh, bien," said the curé turning to the father. 
"You ,viII send him to the college, and I will pay 
his ,vay. 'Vho knows? Some ùay our little 
Indian may be a priest and work for the Indians I"
 
In this way, thanks to 1\1. Viau, another bright 
young mind ,vas added to the regiment of talented 
boys ,vithout means who were then and still are being 
provided for in .Quebec colleges by the parish priests 
or by religious communities. 
Robust, active and ambitious as a student at L'As- 
son1ption College, the little Indian worked hard, 
I 
played hard, and stood ,veIl in his classes. 
The rector of the college, made aware of Albert's 
desire for the priesthood, placed him at the conclusion 
of his classics in charge of a junior class in the col- 
lege, investing him at the same time ,vith the cas- 
sock as a mark of his purpose. 
In 1847 he ,vas called to the bishop's Palace in 
l\Iontreal to continue his theological studies there. \ 
Bishop Bourget assigned to him the duties of under- 
secretary as assistant to Canon Pare, "\vhile his theo- 
logical course was pursued under the direction of 
l\Ionsignor Prince, the coadjutor bishop. 
These studies were shared by Edouard Fabre (aft- 
er"\vard A.rchbishop of l\Iontreal). A lifelong friend- 
ship sprang up bet,veen the young men. They dis- 
covered that they had the same birthday; and each 
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year when l\Iadame Fabre-a grande dame of the old 
school-celebrated her son's birthday she made it clear 
that the fête was equally Albert's and her son's. 
Life at the Palace was pleasant, yet the voyageur 
spirit in Albert Lacombe regarded it only a
 a means 
to an end. Sixty years later he said: 
"There at the house of the Bishop, my good pro- 
tector, my dear friend, I ,vas very happy. They,vere 
good to me-le petit sauvage, they called me. The 
Canons loved me and "\\Tere kind; I cannot tell you 
how kind. I had not too much work to fatigue me. 
I was well. The curés, the parish priests 
froIn many parts of the country, ,vould come there-- 
Oh! hundreds of them came there, one or two at a 
time and camped there for three or four nights. 
"They were fine pleasant men-I liked to meet 
them. They lived in comfortable houses, they were 
liked by their people. They did good work. 
But I would look at them and say to myself, 'No, 
that is not for me. I would not live quiet like that 
for all the ,vorld. I must go out and work-I must 
I · , " 
save my sou In my o,vn way. 
In the ,vinter of 1848 Father George Belcourt, 
a missionary from the far Pembina district, sought 
hospitality from the venerable bishop and ahns for 
his missions from the Catholics of Quebec. He was 
a powerful, big man with a rugged face and great 
force of personality. No country curé with delicious 
morse1s of talk about this or that quaint parishioner; 
\vith preferences for this viand or that-but a man 
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whose tales were of the wild rush of the buffalo hunt, 
of the wily Saulteaux and 
Ietis or murderous Sioux 
to wholn he ll1inistered; of the splendid struggle for 
human souls in a primitive land. 
Albert Lacolnbe hung on the stranger's words, in 
the community hall, at table, everywhere he went: and 
when one Sunday night Father Belcourt preached in 
the old cathedral of St. Jacques, at least one young 
man in the Sanctuary listened enraptured to the tales 
he told and the rousing appeal he made for help. 
"Sunday night, when the cathedral ,vas filled," he 
has written in his letters, "the missionary ,vent up 
into the pulpit and painted in an eloquent way the 
life and work of his missions. I was struck 
to the heart. An interior voice called to me-
 Quem 
mittem? ('Vhom shall I send?) and I said in re- 
ply, 
Ecce ego, mille rne' (Behold, I am here; send 
) " 
me . 
The following ll10rning he opened his mind to the 
bishop. And r\.ge counselled Youth, testing its 
ll1etal. 
"'Vait and reflect; and above all pray that you may 
come to know God's will in the matter. Is that the 
work for which the Creator has destined you?" 
The young man's heart thumped in acclaim of this 
as his destiny, but perceiving the bishop's tender 
thought for himself he bided his time as patiently as 
he might. His early patron-the venerable Abbe 
Viau-who was no,v an invalid in a hospice nearby, 
counselled delay. Canon Pare and Canon 
iercier 
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to whom he o\ved so much instruction, advised him to 
give up the idea. 
"You are happy with us; you are too young to go 
so far. Stay," they said. The young man could not 
argue against such affectionate opposition as this. 
lIe went his ,vay in silence, ,vith his mind unchanged. 
"I kne,,,' I ,vanted to he a priest, but failing this 
mission-life, if 1 had to be a curé, I would have de- 
cided to return to the world. I ,vanted to make every 
sacrifice, or none. That ,vas my nature," he has said. 
As spring came again the candidate's restless de- 
sire for the missions became more than ever apparent. 
The bishop sent for him and after questioning him 
closely to ascertain the genuineness of his vocation, 
told him to prepare for ordination: he might leave 
for the "Test the follo,ving summer. Albert was ex- 
ultant, although he went about his preparation with 
a tinge of sadness. 
On June 13th in St. IIyacinthe on the occasion of 
the annual retreat at the old college, he was raised to 
the priesthood. IIundreds ,vitnessed the ceremony, 
and at the imposition of hands sixty priests in turn 
approached the young Leyite to place a hand on his 
handsome dark head and salute him as brother. 
Father Lacombe returned joyfully to l\lontreal, 
only to have his joy dashed at the very threshold. 
. The seryant ,vho admitted him announced 
that the Abbe Viau had died suddenly that forenoon. 
The young priest could not believe the news in his 
first grief; only the evening before he had talked 
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long with his venerable patron, "Tho seemed in the 
best of spirits and kissing his little Indian paternally, 
blessed him in leave-taking, ,vith these ,vords: 


lJIon chcr Albert
 1 shall pray to-morrow that you 
,v ill always be a good and holy priest." 
And now the Abbe 'Tiau was dead. 1\.t the very 
hOl1r his protege's ordination had taken place the old 
prIest had given up his soul to his l\Iaster. ""Thilst 
I wept beside his inanimate body," Father Lacon1be 
,vrote years later, "he seen1ed to say to DIe: 
CurSU1n 
consummavi (I have finished the course 
.. .- .). Take my place as priest, for 1 have helped 
to make you what you are to-day.' " 
The plague of cholera no,v fell with blighting force 
on l\Iontreal. '-rhe entire energies of the Bishop's 
}lousehold ,vere directed to combatting the dread dis- 
ease. Canon l\Iercier, a man of n1uch charm and in- 
tellect warmly loved by Father Lacombe, was ""veak- 
eued by his untiring ministry and succumbed to the 
plague. 
It ,vas not until seven ,veeks after his ordination 
that }'ather Lacolube could leave for the "Test. His 
departure, marked by a n10st striking scene, ,vas de- 
scribed at length in the lJI elanges Religielll.v
 a church 
paper published in l\Iontreal at that period. Fron1 
this and other sources an account of this scene has 
been compiled. 
Its significance
like that of the l\Iass that 
prefaced the voyages of Columbus and Cartier and 
Champlain, or the prayers. of the departing Pilgrim 
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Fathers-is that great deeds of yenture and self-sac- 
rifice have al\vays been undertaken by the believing 
heart, the n1an to whom a supernatural world is a 
reality. The ll10cker criticises froln the comfortable 
depths of all armchair at his Club. 



II 


I T was past sunset on the evening of July 81, 1849. 
In gray old l\Iontreal, whose early history is in- 
woven with churchmen and church influences, in the 
chapel of the Bishop's Palace there was enacted that 
evening a religious drama which fits in well ,vith the 
story of a metropolis founded by the knightly de 
l\Iaisonneuve. 
A young man-dark, vivid, strongly-built and 
black-gowned-stood on the steps before the altar, 
his hands almost clenched in an effort to hide the 
emotion that flooded hiln-his head upraised as in 
mental distress shutting out from his visioll a long 
row of ecclesiastics, whil
 one by one the venerable 
Bishop, the Canons and Abbes approached him and 
bent to kiss his feet. 
lIe knew this was only the old custom taken from 
the Seminary of Foreign l\Iissions at Paris, and sug- 
gested by the Biblical verse: 


"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings and that preacheth peace. . . ." 


lIe kne\v this, but his whole soul ,vas in protest 
against it now. Once he had thonght the custom 
strangely poetic and symbolic-but now, submitted 
to it himself? The priest's sturdy, clear- 
14 
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eyed young manhood rebelled against such tribute 
from Dlen he kne,v to be stronger, holier, more 
,vorldly-wise and more intellectual than hiDlself. But 
as they came-and came, bending silently to his feet, 
the young man ,vas seized on a moment with the awe 
of a new, almost terrible knowledge. 
IIah! It ,vas not then himself, Albert Lacombe, 
the pet of the Bishop's IIouse, the ne,vly-ordained, 
,vhom they saluted thus: it was instead the fulfilment 
in him of the ages-old con1mand that the Peace and 
Good \Vill of the Christ should be carried by Chris- 
tians to the bourne of the visible world! lIe, ul e 
petit 8auvage/
 the village boy of Saint Sulpice, was 
no,v to be an ambassador of Christ-and as such these 
old lnen honoured him. 
IIis head sank in humility. Protest died before 
the higher thought, and the ceremony became a fresh 
consecration of himself then-and for his lifetime, a 
memory that did at critical Dloments gird him in 
honour and duty and right. 
"l\Iy heart was almost suffocated with emotions," 
,vrites Father Lacombe himself of this occasion in 
his l\Iemoirs, "when, the prayer for travellers being 
said, His Lordship called me to the altar and leaving 
me stand there before the tabernacle this venerable 
bishop lowered himself to my feet to kiss them. 
Then his coadjutor, and one after another all the 
priests of the Palace. Ah! The 
ceremony was finished, but for me its memory will 
endure forever. Still to-day in my difficulties and 
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hardships I think with ne\v courage of that solemn 
moment and I see again those men, long since disap- 
peared from the world, but who watch from above, 
praying for me in Heaven." 
The bishop in a voice heavy with feeling added a 
brief parting word. He reminded him, says the iJle- 
langes Religieuæ J of the imnlensity of the sacrifice he 
had imposed upon himself and of the dangers he 
would incur.. "l\Iy dear friend, my brother," 
he continued feélingly, "\ye cannot go \vith you on 
your journey, but you will be accompanied by our 
prayers and our hearts' best wishes. 
"Go where the Spirit of God has called you. Go 
to those nations still seated in darkness and ignorance. 
Go to console them and lllake them children of God. 

Iay the holy angels accompany you. Go, in fine, 
with all our dearest wishes and represent there the 
diocese of l\Iontreal." Then bending toward the 
young priest, he concluded solemnly: 
"l\ly son, never forget your hol)T and precious call- 
ing. .. If God is with YOU J who can be against 
?JJ 
you. 
The following morning Father Lacombe left La- 
chine, still the point of enlbarkation for the Pays dJen 
Haut as it had been ten years earlier when the bri- 
gades of canoes set out amid cheers and the songs of 
the voyageurs. 
As the primitive steamboat pushed away from the 
dock the youthful passenger sought his cabin and 
fought the pain of leave-taking like a man. He was 
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glad to land at Buffalo, for neither captain nor crew 
had been considerate of the shy young priest who 
spoke very little English. The crew, of a rough class 
and unsympathetic to his race and creed, did not 
trouble to hide their jeers at his long cassock-his 
"IJetticoat," as they termed it. 
From Buffalo' throug'h to Dubuque the journey 
was made by boat and by stage alternately. Occa- 
sionally his fello\v-passeng'ers made. themselves as 
objectionable as the boat's crew had been. In all his 
love-sheltered days-among the child-hearted, cour- 
teous folk of Saint Sulpice and ,vith the refined and 
gentle men of L' ASSOll1ptioIl and the Palace-he had 
seen nothing of the roug'her side of life. lIe conse- 
quently chronicles that journey as one of the most 
triste experiences of his life. 
It was arranged that he should go first to Dubuque 
in Iowa where Bishop Loras resided; for the mission 
of Pembina on the Red River, ,vhither he ,vas bound, 
,vas then in the diocesan lilnits of Dubuque. lIe 
was received with wondering kindness by the vener- 
able bishop and his vicar, Father Cretin. Both 
marvelled at his air o
 extreme youth. On Sunday 
he tqok part in the celebration of the Feast of the 
Assumption, the patronal feast of the Church in the 
United States, and preached his first sermon. 
He spoke in French, for Dubuque ,vas peopled 
largely with French-Canadians. The bishop, who 
formally assigned Father Lacombe to his ne\v field, 
was a cultured and pious priest from old France- 
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"with the mind of a statesman and the heart of a 
saint." He had worked in Alabama for many years 
and was then busily encouragÍIlg settlers to come to 
the rich prairies of Iowa. 
The stay with Bishop Loras at Dubuque refreshed 
the young traveller, and he resumed his journey with 
new courage. On the bishop's advice he did not wear 
the soutane that had subjected him to such rudeness 
on the way from Canada, but the precaution was un- 
necessary. The captain and crew of the boat bound 
for St. Paul, with typical western tolerance, treated 
him very kindly and even helped him in his efforts to 
learn English. . 
For twelve days the boat puffed its slow way up 
the current, passing occasional encampments of In- 
dians on the green banks. IIere in the stillness and 
free airs of the wilderness the spirit of the great West 
first came to Father Lacombe. "I began to breathe 
freely at last; I felt myself a new man," he says of 
those delightful days on the l\Iississippi. 
One day the boatmen called to him that St. Paul 
was at hand. lIe hurried forward to look on the 
scattered settlement of log-houses, whose occupants 
were hurrying down to the riverside to meet the .boat. 
As Father Lacombe found his ,vay up the hill along 
a path destined to widen into one of the main streets 
of St. Paul the metropolis, Father Ravoux came hur- 
rying down to greet him. 
St. Paul, which had dropped its disreputable old 
name of Pig's Eye to adopt the name of Abbe Gal- 
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tier's mission, consisted of about thirty primitive log 
buildings built near the church and inhabited by 

-'rench-Canadians, 
letis and a few American 
traders. The house in ,vhich Father Ravoux enter- 
tained his young guest and 011 "Those site a large news- 
paper office now stands was of logs and about eigh- 
teen feet square. It had been built by Abbe Galtier 
ÎIl1841, serving as chapel and residence, and two years 
after Father I.Jacon1be's visit the new Bishop Cretin 
took possession of it as his first episcopal palace. 
Father Ravoux brought the Canadian into this bare 
little d,velling and asked hiln to consider himself mas- 
ter there while he waited for the Red River brigade 
to come. "For Iny part," he continued, "I must re- 
turn to my headquarters at Fort Snelling this after- 
noon. You ,vill officiate here to-morro,v." 
"But ,vhere am I to sleep?" the newcomer asked. 
"V\Thy, here," said the olùer priest, pointing to a 
long narrow box. "That box has blankets inside. 
Just open it up." 
"But that's a coffin!" Father Lacombe cried, shud- 
dering as his sensitive nature recoiled at the thought. 
"Yes," the other agreed in the most matter of fact 
way. "A half-breed died in the woods the other day 
and I helped to make his coffin. It was too short, 
and ,ve had to make another. I kept this one. It 
is very useful; I only had blankets before." 
Studying English, listening to the yarns of the 
trappers and traders sunning themselves on the gos- 
sip-benches of the little village, Father Lacombe 
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waited one month for the arrival of }-"ather Belcourt's 
brigade. 'l"his was a new eXIJerience and his heart 
rose to it as he watched the train of clumsy carts come 
creaking down the trail. They were drawn by oxen, 
and the brigade was manned by a couple of Canadian 
freemen, 1 a l\Ietis 2 and an Indian. 
They loaded up the carts with supplies for the mis- 
sion; then one day late in September they set out 
for Pembina, with Father Ravoux and the whole vil- 
lage looking on. They called out cheery adieux; the 
drivers snapped their long whips and the slo"\v-breath- 
ing animals plodded along the trail aglow now with 
autumn tints. 
The Pembina men announced early to the new- 
comer that the trails were bad through the woods, 
,vhere they ,vere obliged to travel for fear of the 
roving Indians. But nothing they said prepared him 
for the muddy roads, the marshes and creeks swollen 
by lwecent rain. At times their oxen and carts sank 
deep in a s,vamp, and the entire party was obliged 
to get into harness to draw them out, after they had 
carried most of the provisions on their backs to firm 
ground. 
"Then in the neig'hborhood of I.Jac Rouge, in the 
country of a hand of Saulteaux called the Plunderers, 
a fairly large party of these Indians suddenly came 
upon them. 


1 Former servants of the Hudson's Bay Company whose term of con- 
tract had expired. 
2 Metis-A person of mixed blood, and consequently a more correct 
term than "half-breeds" for natives who were in part Indians. 
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They exacted a tribute of food. It was not their 
intention to make war on a Blackrobe and J\;Ietis, 
but they proposed to exercise their right as master of 
that bit of territory. Probably, too, they were hungry. 
In any case the lordly braves went through the carts, 
took out what they wanted of provisions and articles 
intended for the mission. Then reducing the bri- 
gade's men to a proper state of subjection by threats 
the high-handed knights of the road went off in great 
good-humour. 
The little party lightened their carts by caching 
some of their freight, then pushed on. They had 
about sickened of the trip as ,veIl as exhausted their 
pemmican when they met another caravan by which 
Father Belcourt had sent provisions. They pushed 
on ,vith fresh spirit. 
"Then one nightfall the young ll1issionary's caravan 
made its ,yay to the end of the trail, the first snowfall 
of the year was enveloping them in a ghostly mist, 
through "Thich the lights of the rude mission-place 
set do,vn in the ,vilderness shone as a goal of delights. 
Father Belcourt came bustling out to meet him and 
drew him into the grateful light of the hearth. He 
was another sort of man than Loras or Ravoux-Iess 
fine-fibred, but splendidly strong and able to cope 
with any band of Indians or any ,vest ern emergency. 
He held sway like an Emperor in this woodland king- 
dom, by force of his personality as ,veIl as by his of- 
fice. 



III 


HERE in the forest-mission of Pembina, Father 
Lacombe was to serve the apprenticeship to his life- 
work, his ttvanderjalzre between youth and the serious 
battlefield of life. 
The mission had been established in 1818 by Rev. 
Severe Dumoulin, who with Father Provencher had 
ans,vered Lord Selkirk's request for priests. A num- 
ber of French freemen once employed by the N orth- 
'Vest Company had settled ,vith their 
Ietis families 
about Pembina. In 1824 many of these settlers 
founded a new home on the "Thite Horse Plains 
across the border. Pembina, ho,vever, remained a 
mission-headquarters for the wandering Saulteaux, 
and when Father Lacombe arrived was a village of 
some size composed of American half-breeds and In- 
dians. 
He at once bent himself to the study of Saulteau, 
one of the Algonquin dialects. lIe did not find the 
task difficult, for then and throughout his life In- 
dian languages had a strong fascination for him. He 
had the further advantage of using a dictionary and 
grammar composed by Father Belcourt. 
In December the two men ,vent to St. Boniface to 
pay their respects to Bishop Provencher. On their 
return home Father Lacombe again applied himself 
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to his studies, taking spiritual charge as well of the 
mission, ,vhile his intrepid superior spent the winter 
journeying by dog-sleighs and on foot hundreds of 
miles though the forest. 
The young missionary was not dissatisfied with his 
first seaSOI1 at Pembina. That is perhaps the best 
that can be said of it. He found his small flock de- 
vout and attentive to their religious exercises during 
the long quiet winter. lIe did not lack food of a 
rough order, nor did he have any hardship to endure. 
But the lack of congenial company and the com- 
parative inactiyity weighed on him. He found 
vent for his restless energies only in his Indian studies. 
These he devoured and consequently made notable 
advance. - 
Spring came with warm breaths from the South- 
land, pushing the anemones and bloodroot up like lit- 
tle friends to greet the lonely young priest. It 
sounded, too, a reveille to the languid l\Ietis. One day 
a band of them came down the river in canoes from 
their winter camp. Almost daily others followed by 
the river or across the plains, for Pembina was a 
famous rendezvous of the buffalo-hunters. 
At last all the l\Ietis of that region had gathered 
there. The l\Iission grew in a few days to the pro- 
portions of a town, and the woodland was dotted with 
tents. The Pembina l\Ietis had sowed and planted 
their gardens, and were now ready with the keenest 
anticipation for the 
iearly excursion to the prairies. 
'This was the Golden Age of the Indian and l\Ietis, 
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when the bison still roamed the great plains in unnum- 
bered thousands. The tender buffalo flesh, dried, 
fresh or pounded, made a food both app
tizing and 
nutritious; the buffalo skin made robes for garments 
and bedding, hide for tepees and canoes; ,vhile on the 
unwooded plains the sun-dried manure served the 
purpose of fuel. 
The buffalo in fine "Tas the chief factor of life in 
the 'Vest; its pursuit the chief joy of the native. 
From the first the missionaries had learned to look on 
the time of this buffalo-hunt as most favourable for 
teaching Christian doctrines to the Indians. They 
were then most comfortable and correspondingly 
amiable, and in the long evenings or longer days when 
they sat sunning themselves ,vhile the women pre- 
pared the meat of the last kill the Indian warrior 
smoked his pipe happily and listened with pleasure 
to the old story of the Redemption. 
It fell to Father Lacombe's lot to be the chaplain 
of the great Hunt in 1850. He was alive to the 
pleasures and novelty of his new assignment, for all 
about him the preparations of his people were tinged 
,vith joyousness and excitement. lIe took a hand in 
the preparations, but unfortunately as he was squar- 
ing a board to mend his mission-cart the broad-axe 
slipped and cut his right foot badly. 
To his intense regret Father Belcourt decided he 
should remain at the l\Iission, but the sympathetic 
Metis perceiving his disappointment and anxious for 
his company begged his superior to let the young 
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priest-the ßlonias-come. They promised to take 
every care of him, and Father Belcourt yielded. 
On the great eve Father Lacombe called the band 
together. In the open air they recited with him the 
evening prayers and startled the forest-echoes with 
their lusty rendering of the hymns Father Belcourt 
had translated into Indian. 
"No order," says Father Lacombe, "had been ob- 
served up to this in their mode of arrival or their 
preparations, but Voila! ho,v the scene changes 
. !" The ,vomen and children withdrew after 
prayers to their lodges, and the fine discipline of a 
military camp suddenly pervaded the assembly. The 
hunters held a council to select, by a majority of 
yotes, a Chief and ten captains, ,vho in turn selected 
ten or fifteen others to act as scouts. Then they drew 
up ane\v the la\vs of the hunt, which were as the 
la,ys of the l\ledes and Persians-incontestable by the 
most independent once they were accepted. 
The half-breed hunter "Tilkie, who had been 
elected Chief, rose at the close of the council and 
asked for the hunters' acceptance of these laws as a 
,vhole. This being done by a majority of voices the 
Chief declared solen1nly: 
"If any among you do not approve of these laws, 
let him leave our camp and come not with us, for 
once we haye set out together from this encampment 
no one will be free to separate from us." 
No man left the assembly; they silently approved 
of its laws. These related to the time and mode of 
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chasing buffalo, to the patrol of the camp by the 
guards and to the penalties fixed for the infringement 
of any of these laws. 
The scene of departure next morning is given in 
detail by Father Lacombe: 
"After an early l\Iass next morning the signal of 
departure ,vas given by the guide of the day with 
a little flag. In an instant a great commotion ran 
through the ,vhole camp. The lodges of skin and 
the tents were pulled down, the horses were brought 
into a corral frolll the prairie and the women made 
haste to pack into the carts their small household 
goods. Then the ,vomen and children took seats in 
the carts-the hunters mounted their buffalo-runners 
. and the camp set out on its march." 
This remarkable procession, like some patriarchal 
exodus in the days of Jacob, moved slowly out over 
the dewy prairie shining a green-gold in the level sun- 
light. Propped up as comfortably as might be in 
a Red River cart Father Lacombe, watchful of his 
bandaged foot, ,vas no,v off on the first of his many 
buffalo-hunts. lIe estimates there were from 800 to 
1,000 carts in the camp that year and over 1,000 men, 
,vornen and children, as well as hundreds of fine ponies 
for buffalo runners, cart horses, oxen and innumer- 
able dogs. 
Close on to the sixth day out, as the prairie air lay 
drenched in the mellow gold of the afternoon SUll- 
and the slow-moving cavalcade began to throw long 
shado,vs across the tender grass, the l\letis' long dis- 
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orderly lines drew near to the Turtle l\iountains. 
Scouts pushing on ahead saw in the distance an im- 
mense herd of buffalo, and thrilled with delight they 
hurried to the nearest hill and signalled the good news 
to their party. 
The information flashed back by the flags was in- 
toxicating. Joy like an infectious laugh ran through 
the ,vhole regiment of marching l\Ietis, and the buf- 
falo-ponies, keen for the hunt as their masters were, 
understood the sudden commotion and halt. In a 
trice the women, children and old men dragged out 
the lodge poles and skins and erected the camp. 
The hunting-ponies were led aside, swiftly mounted 
-and presto! in a flash men and horses hurled them- 
selves against the herd. 
In full gallop, Father Lacombe with them, they 
flashed along the prairie and in less time than an on- 
looker could credit it the bluff, on which the scouts 
had paused, was covered with this cavalry of the 
pláins. . U-Ia-Ia! On the green rolling 
prairies stretching before them to the horizon buffalo 
were grazing-thousands of them, forming a billowy 
black lake on the prairie. 
"Our captains," writes Father Lacombe, "gave the 
,vord, and the hunters instantly fell into place form- 
ing one immense line of attack. It was all done with 
the least possible noise or commotion, so that the un- 
suspecting animals might not be aroused. For while 
their vision is short, their hearing and po,ver of smell 
are very acute. Our ponies lined up without direc- 
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tion from their masters, pa\ving up the short herbage 
and dust-as ardent for the chase as the riders they 
. d " 
carrIe . 
Father Lacombe recited an .L\ct of Contrition to 
\vhich the hunters responded \vith bent heads. They 
raised their eyes, tool( a long glad survey from the 
bluff-then- 
uEn at'ant!'
 the leader cried, and men and horses 
as one fle\v for\vard "Tith \vhirl\vind velocity-and the 
poor stupid buffalo pitilessly trapped broke into con- 
fused flight. 

 
The stillness of the plains ,vas broken ,vith the 
heavy thunder of stanlpeded bison, the shrillings of 
the l\Ietis and the tlllllult of the Jwushing ponies 
blended ,vith the animals' mad bellowing. 
""That a scene! "That confusion!" ,vrites Father 
Lacombe in reminiscence. "The story of combats 
of Spanish bulls furious at their adversaries conveys 
a feeble picture compared to this magnificent attack. 
of the nlen of the prairie attacking, defyirig, 
maddening the great beast of the plains. The buf- 
falo, naturally tinlid and fearful, gro,vs enraged at 
his pursuers, and fronl the nIonlent he is ,vounded he 
becomes terrible and dangerous." 
The Cossack and his marvels of horsemanship, the 
cowboy and his feats of broncho-riding have had their 
praises sung the ,vorld over-but the 
Ietis buffalo- 
hunter of the Canadian plains has never yet had his 
due. These hunts, as described by Father Lacombe, 
were al,vays filled ,vith marvels of horsemanship. 
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rl'he hunter's daring as he urged his pony in 
and out labyrinth IJaths anlong the doon1ed buf- 
f alo, was fiendish: he ,vas exposing hilI1self 1I101I1enta- 
rily to be thro,vn from his horse and traIllpled into 
the earth under a hundred cruel insentient hoofs, or 
to become a hUlnan plaything tossed again and again 
into the air fron1 the horns of an enraged animal. 
As the hunters pressed on to harry the buffaloes, 
they dropped the reins, guiding their ponies by the 
pressure of their limbs only, or bending their half- 
naked supple bodies no,v to this side, then to that- 
,,,,hile the trained pony responded \vith an obedience 
. 
 
that made rider and pony one. }
ach hunter car- 
ried a po\vder-horn at his belt and bullets in his 
Dlouth; and discharging and reloading their short 
flint-lock muskets \vith incredible dexterity, they 
aimed at vital parts of the huge blundering beasts 
beside theIll. 
Sometinles in their driving haste a bullet slipped - 
do,vn in the barrel of the gun and the charge ex- 
ploded, lacerating the unfortunate Indian or l\Ietis- 
and the end ,vas a tragedy! Again borne 
along in the exaltation of the chase, guiding the pony 
with his body and repeatedly discharging his gun, 
the hunter ,vounded several buffalo in what seenled 
but one flash. And the joy and lust of the slaughter 
entered into him, driving him on to ne,v feats. 
The attacl( ,vas short, terrible and altogether de- 
cisive. The melee of Illan and beast, the industrious, 
designed ,york of carnage that day near the Turtle 
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l\Iountain lasted about twenty minutes; by which time 
the immense herd of buffalo was utterly put to rout. 
Hundreds of wounded anÏIllals stre,ved the plains: 
but on this occasion to Father Lacolllbe's anxious de- 
light there were no accidents. No hunter, but lately 
exultant, lay moaning in the brief hour of pain that 
bridges the glory of the hunt-and Stillness. 
Far out over the plains the scattered herd drew 
together again, and from some fruitless pursuit or 
successful skirlllish the exhausted men and their ponies 
gathered in about the scene of cOlllbat. The hunters 
,vent out to look for the animals each had killed. The 
wounded buffalo groaned on every side. Some in- 
furiated beasts, although mortally ,vounded, main- 
tained themselves standing, vomiting blood yet stub- 
bornly fighting against Death. They were incarnate 
Furies making a last stand on their o,vn battleground. 
The turmoil of the hunt was scarcely over before 
the stillness of the plains was broken by a new, lighter 
clalllour.. Delighted women and childrell 
were hastening from the camp with carts drawn by 
old ponies, useless for running but well able to haul 
back the spoils. 
Close on to 800 buffalo had been killed. 
The hunters sought out their own spoils among 
the carcasses. They killed the ,vounded animals, em- 
ploying their knives with a marvellous dexterity. 
"The head, feet and entrails of the buffalo remained 
on the field and became the portion of the wolves who 
scented the slaughter from afar off," Father Lacombe 
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,,"rites, "and came by hundreds over the plains to 
throw themselves on the reeking débris after the hun- 
ters had gone." 
In picturesque disorder the party made its way 
back through the cool evening airs to the fires of the 
camp by Turtle l\Iountains. 'The meat had been 
piled on the creaking carts by the ,vomen and hunters, 
and the latter with their labours concluded \valked 
beside their tired mounts or rode them at a gentle 
lope over the prairie, preceding the carts and the 
womenfolk. 
It was a triumphal procession of the primitive man. 
At the camp the ponies were turned free. The 
hunters sat about the fires, smoking and living the 
brief wild hunt over again. l\Ieanwhile the women 
picked out the choicest bits of fresh meat and cooked 
a savoury meal for their lords. 
The follo\ving day the l\Ietis in hundreds climbed 
,vith Father Lacombe to the top of Turtle l\fountain 
and planted there a large wooden cross. 'l'he camp re- 
mained at this point for several days while the women 
after the centuries-old fashion of their sex dressed 
the buffalo skins and dried the meat. Father La- 
combe watched their work with the interested eyes 
of the newcomer. They first cut up the meat in very 
long strips which they stretched to dry on scaffolds 
made of young trees. After two or three days' ex- 
posure to the sun the meat was sufficiently dry for the 
,vornen to fold it into packages tightly bound with 
sinew, each bundle weighing from 60 to 70 pounds. 
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Then with their stone mallets they pounded dried 
meat to powder ÏIl woodell bowls, mixing hot grease 
and dried berries with it, packing the whole into 
large sacks of buffalo-hide, called by the 
Ietis-tau- 
reaux.. This was pimik-kan
 the manna of 
the Canadian prairies. 
On these hunting-trips the chaplain's post was not 
one of sweet doing-nothing. He was the father of 
the party, the physician, counsellor and arbiter of 
quarrels. Every morning at early dawn mass was 
said in his tent, and while Father Lacombe knelt after 
J\tlass in the customary thanksgiving there was per- 
fect stillness in the camp, for the Indians and l\ietis 
alike respected the prayers and meditations of the 
Praying-man. During the day there were catechism 
classes for the children, and instruction for the women 
and aged people left in the camp while the men 
hunted. 
Some days when the hunters were at home resting 
while the women did their share of the community- . 
work, they brought themselves and their pipes around 
the priest's tent and listened to him or helped him in 
his study of Saulteau. And, in the evening when all 
the camp was quiet; when the little coppery babies 
had fallen asleep and the dogs sank into slumber in 
gorged content, Father Lacombe would ring his bell 
and gather the whole camp about his tent. 
There they sang hymns and prayed, until the priest 
said good-night to them, and the moccasined congre- 
gation withdrew quietly to their tepees and repose. 
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. The horses ,vere hobbled ,vithin the circle 
of tents; the night-sentinels kept sleepless vigil-and 
the silence of the ,vide prairie fell upon the camp, 
upon the young Praying-man and his docile flock. 
"You can never publish and I can never express 
how good these l\Ietis children of the prairies were," 
Father Lacombe has observed. "In that Golderi Age 
,,,,hen they hunted buffalo anù practised our Chris- 
tianity-with the fervour of the first Christians- 
their lives were hlalneless. They ,vere a beautiful 
race then-those children of the prairies." 
For three months this pleasant, primitive existence 
continued, with long days of sunny quiet following 
upon the exciting moments of the chase. The hunts 
"Tere many., and before the camp turned home to,vard 
Pembina each famiJy had made ample provision for 
the next ,vinter. They had stores of dried meat and 
pemmican for their o,vn food as ,veIl as Jllany bales of 
leather and meat and grease to exchange with the 
traders. 
l\Ioreover-"Each one had laid on a goodly supply 
of fat," says Father Lacombe, ",vhich would serve 
him as a fine blanket to withstand the cold season." 
Day by day as the winding cavalcade of laden carts 
and hunters neared Pembina little bands of hunters 
dropped out of the ranks and made their way to Fort 
Garry or other points. The power and authority of 
President Wilkie ceased to exist, and every man was 
free to direct his steps wherever he wished. 
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WHEN Father Lacombe's cart stopped before the 
mission-house and his sU!Jerior came out to greet hilll 
-warmly, but with the quizzical smile of the expe- 
rienced-the younger man suddenly became conscious 
of the figure he made. He was unmistakably a re- 
turned chaplain of the hunt; his face was burnt to 
copper by the ardent sun; his soutane was soiled and 
frayed, even ragged in places. He remembered that 
the altar-linen and small ornaments of his portable 
chapel were in sad disarray and odorous of wood- 
smoke. 
"But what of all that 1" he asks. "Did I not COlne 
back happy of the good I had been permitted to do?" 
Souls kept reconciled to their l\iaker, sins prevented 
by the presence of the priest in the camp-what did 
the ragged soutane or the smoky linen matter? 
For another winter Father Lacombe was left in 
. charge of the Pembina mission. The ministerial du- 
ties of the young missionary were not heavy; his flocl( 
was small. He applied himself as assiduously as be- 
fore to master the language. Perhaps Some of the 
charm of novelty had worn away for a spirit naturally 
restless. In any case he found this winter a hard one. 
While sensitive and impressionable-almost poetic 
34 
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-in temperament he was assuredly, too, of a nature 
born to rule. But there was nothing here to dominate 
-no opposition to overcome! There seemed no out- 
let for his energies. He knew that all about him in 
this storied Pays d'en Haul, land of adventure and 
freedom, men \vere living out their lives as they would. 
The reckless blood of many an ancestor \vho had 
known his brief ùay of glory and freeùom among 
the 'Voyageurs stirred in hiln at the thought. lIe was 
restless and moody. 
Did the man hear the spirit of the wild calling? 
If he did, the priest throttled the response, and \vith 
the subtler heroism that \vins no acclaim carried out 
the round of each day's duties. lIe would have in- 
finitely preferred the hardships and wanderings of 
Father Belcourt, his combat \vith the elements and 
the indifference of some of the tribes. But here he 
,vas left. . like an old woman about the fire, 
. 
because he was young and green and could not speak 
Indian fluently! At this thought he would set him- 
self with fierce ardour to master the dialect. 
Often, too, in his inner vision of l\lontreal's gray 
streets two thousand miles away he saw again that 
dim chapel in the Bishop's Palace-with the softened 
voices of children at play outside; with the good 
}'rench-Canadian homes about and his brother-priests 
praying beside and for him; and above it all he always 
heard the gravely sweet accents of his beloved old 
guardian: 
"Go, my son, and never forget your holy and 
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precious calling.. . If God is 
()ith YO'U J who 
can be against you?JJ 
There was the rock on which the tid
l forces of 
Nature broke. It was his priesthood alone that kept 
Albert Lacombe that winter from faring out over the 
forests and prairies-a voyageur J an Indian. 
Spring came and Father Belcourt with it, and soon 
after the hunters re-assembled for the summer hunt. 
Father Lacombe went with them again as chaplain, 
but on their return, when the small harvest of their 
fields and gardens was gathered in, and even the long 
insistent singing of the grasshoppers had failed-the 
young priest saw the ghost of another such winter as 
the last approach-and he simply told himself he could 
not meet it. Discretion undoubtedly is at times the 
better part of valour. 
He decided to go back to 
Iontreal, until he could 
arrange to return to the western missions in another 
capacity. lIe l)lanned, though vaguely, to join some 
religious order-perhaps the Oblates, a ne,v order 
from France of which he had heard Bishop Proven- 
cher speak hig'hly. 
The rules of a religious order, he kne,v, in the sta- 
tioning of its merl and in periodical reunions, made 
special provision for the spiritual as ,veIl as material 
well-being of a man. Realizing the conflict of his 
years and his voyageur blood with the consecration 
of his life he decided he must have the sustaining in- 
fluence of the Order's discipline and the assistance of 
brethren. 


"'. 
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Father Belcourt agreed it ,vas best for the young 
priest to f ollo,v his o,vn counsel. 
From St. Paul he retraced his voyage of 1849 to 
l\Iontreal. After a brief visit to his parents he went 
to pass the winter with the venerable curé of Ber- 
thier, Abbe Gagnon, ,vhom he assisted in his duties. 
In l\Iarch of the following year, 18j2, the new co- 
adjutor bishop of St. Boniface passed through Que- 
bec. Father Lacombe decided this ,vas his oppor- 
tunity and hurried to offer the bishop his services for 
the Red River missions. 
This "\\Tas a notable meeting. The t\VO young 
n1issionaries, twenty-five and twenty-eight years old 
respectively, offered excellent types of the t,vo classes 
of the l?rench-Canadian-the aristocrat and the hab- 
itant. .Each ,vas strong of physique though far fro III 
tall. Both had vivid dark faces lit by keen eyes; both 
,,,,ere full of magnetism and energy, blessed with a 
playful humour and sympathetic to a remarkable de- 
gree. 
The bishop ,vas a man of scholarly tastes; the other 
a lllan of action and piety. The bishop's manner was 
graceful, easy and dignified, ,vhile behind the shyness 
and humility of the younger man ,vas the dormant 
sense of po,ver ,vhich ,vas to develop into such native 
iInperiousness. In each was the blood of daring men 
and enduring pioneer women, although of different 
classes. 
Bishop Tache had no Indian ancestry and no i
- 
souciant voyageur behind him, but besides several geD- 
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erations of military men and statesmen there "\\Tere 
among his mother's ancestors the name of Joliet the 
explorer, the Bouchers and Varennes de la Veran- 
drye, the first and dauntless explorer of the Canadian 
"T est. 
Two hours after they met, Father Lacombe began 
preparations. for returning' to the 'Vest! IIis land 
of Destiny was still beckoning to him. 


Arriving at St. Boniface in 1852 with Bishop 
Tache and }'ather Grollier, Father Lacombe found 
the village in gloom. This was the year of the great 
floods along the Red River: houses and barns had been 
swept away, cattle dro,vned. The cathedral and pal- 
ace being built of stone had become public warehouses 
and places of retreat. 
The gloomy outlook for the ,vinter season ,vas as 
disheartening to Bishop Provencher as to his l\Ietis, 
but fresh courage came to the venerable prelate with 
the arrival of the three energetic young men. 
Father Lacombe's unexpected coming seemed to 
him entirely providential. It had been decided that 
Father Lacombe should make his novitiate at St. Bon- 
iface and acquaint himself ,vith the constitution and 
discipline of the Oblate Order before taking up ac- 
tive missionary work. These plans were speedily 
upset on his arrival. 
Father Thibault, ,vho had gone up the Saskatche- 
wan in 1841, had just arrived from Fort Edmonton 
by the spring brigade, utterly worn out ,vith his la- 
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bourse Father Bourassa, left there in charge, in- 
tended to return in the following spring. Bishop 
Provencher ,vas at his wits' end to find a successor for 
these men-when Bishop Tache arrived with his un- 
I announced companion. 
As the old Bishop's eyes fell upon the robust young 
missionary he felt that there was the man for whom 
he looked. Providence had been obviously kind. 
'Vhen he talked with his coadjutor the difficulty of 
the novitiate arose. Still the very night the party 
arrived Bishop Provencher called Father Lacombe 
to his room and taking the young man's hands in his 
own, he appealed to him to renounce his year of novi- 
tiate and to go at once into the mission-field. At the 
close of his plea Father Lacombe recalling his Pem- 
bina experience urged his need of belonging to a re- 
ligious Order. 
"But what is to become of the mission to these 
people ? Would you see it abandoned?" the bishop 
still pleaded. "I pray you grant me what I ask," he 
insisted humbly but powerfully. 
The kno,vledge of this old man's sacrifice in 1818 
when Lord Selkirk's appeal first brought him West 
lent force to his plea; while the intensity and humility 
of the enfeebled prelate moved Father Lacombe to 
the quick. He asked to be given the night to con- 
sider what he should do. The next morning he came 
to the bishop and slipping to his knees at the feet of 
the old man, yielded his own wishes. "l\fy Lord, I 
cannot resist any longer. I consent to do what you 
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desire and will leave it all in the hands of your co- 
adjutor, my superior." 
In this ,yay Father Lacombe came to be assigned 
to the Edmonton district, and ,vith Father Grollier, a 
recent volunteer from France, he soon left for his 
post. Early in July, with the cathedral chimes ring- 
ing a parting salute, the party for the North took 
leave of St. Boniface. They parted on the banks of 
the Red River with the noble Provencher, ,vho was in 
a few months to pass into Eternity. 
At CUD1beriand IIouse Father Lacombe continued 
,vest in company ,vith Chief Factor Ro,vand, ,vho 
ruled as governor over a district that ran from Cum- 
berland House to the Rockies. This man, who was 
the most notable of the Company's officials on the 
plains then, was an Irishman, a little man ,vith eyes 
of blue steel, an incomparable temper and a spirit 
that did not know ,vhat fear was. lIe was intellec- 
tually bright, the master of several Indian dialects 
and could terrorize an Indian in any of them. 
The journey ,vas made all day long in the open, 
in the superb ,veather of the ,vesterll summer with 
crystal clear airs and radiant sunshine. There were 
no mosquitoes, and no serious sickness among the men, 
of whom there ,vere about eighty engaged in hauling 
the ten York boats up the river. 
At night the boatlnen camped à la belle etoile
 but 
with no eyes for the beauty of the night after their 
slavish toil in the leather harness all day. Daylight 
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lingers long on the Saskatche,van, and it was used to 
the full for these trips. 
The young priest's heart ached for the boatmen. 
. This then ,vas the reality of life for the dash- 
ing vO.1Jageurs ,vho had left Quebec parishes with such 
fine hopes of western freedom! The canoes had been 
done away with, the drudgery of these stout capa- 
cious boats was their lot-"Faugh! it ,vas to be as the 
slaves in ..c\..frica," he said to himself; and even after 
fifty years had passed Father Lacombe spoke of the 
"tracking" of the mid-century days as a painful mem- 
ory. 
The men lived on pounded meat, pemmican, and 
,"Tater; they rarely knew the luxury of tea. Father 
Lacombe, ho,yever, ate his meals ,vith John Rowand 
and his clerks and they had better fare-with tea 
and sugar and the finer pemmican made for the Gen- 
tlemen, together "Tith choice bits of whatever game 
was killed along the way. All day they sat at their 
ease or walked leisurely along the banks before the 
plodding trackmen, and at night they slept under 
tents if they desired. 
Of the boatmen's toil, Father Lacombe has written: 
"Imagine, if you please, after resting a few hours 
on the bare earth, to hear at three o'clock the cry, 
CLeve! Lever Et puis
 hurrah-to pull and pull 
on the lines drawing the heavy boat up against the 
current, walking in the mud, the rocks, the swamp, 
along cliffs and sometnnes in water to their arm pits 
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-and this under a burning SUIl or beating rain from 
early morning until darkness fell about nine o'clock. 
"'ithout having seen it one can form no idea of the 
hardships, the cruel fatigues of these boatmen." 
One of the men became sick during the trip. 
Father Lacombe 1 pitying him as he stumbled along 
in the tracking-harness went to Rowand and asked 
leave for this man to rest a fe,v days as well as to 
share the food of their table. 
The Chief Factor ,vas equally astonished at the 
)Toung missionary's interference with any system of 
the Company and at the boatmen's daring to confess 
illness. But Father Lacombe was insistent, and for 
a wonder Ro,vand gave ,vay some,vhat. 
"Give him some of your food if you must," he said, 
"but he needs no rest. Any man ,vho is not dead 
with three days' illness is not sick at all." 
Father Lacombe grieved in,vardl)T, and the incident 
made a strong impression on him; so strong that when 
they had arrived at Edmonton House. and Ro,vand 
came showing him a very painful felon on his finger, 
Father Lacombe did what he could for him, but told 
him pointedly : "You are not suffering, Rowand I" 
Three days, later while the Chief Factor still suf- 
fered Father Lacombe ,vent to him with a purpose. . 
"I had to say what ,vas in my mind," he says, 
"though I feared trouble might come of it. I had to 


1 John N" orris of Edmonton, who was one of the 1852 brigade, could 
recall for me almost sixty years later the pleasant ways and sympathy 
of the new missionary with the crew. 
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touch that man of Iron. I went to him and said- 
not that I was sorry, but-'Y ou will understand what 
I mean, lllY friend, ,vhen I tell you that you are not 
siclt. Three days have passed no,v, and YOlI are not 
dead. So of course you are not sick; it is all imagi- 
. , 
natIon. 
"His face took on an awful cloud. If I had not 
been his friend and a priest, I believe he would have 
struck me. Hah! he was like a can of powder-that 
little man!" 
On September 19th, as the boatmen sprang up 
from their earth-beds and blankets at da,vn everyone 
,vas conscious of a ne,v spirit abroad in the camp. 
The boatmen appeared newly resplendent in red- 
woolen shirts with fresh kerchiefs binding their heads 
and knotted tartanlvise over their left shoulder. They 
had reached the home-lap; they felt the atmosphere, 
and fatigue ,vas forgotten, while they pulled up past 
the unsuspected bar of gold-bearing sand that would 
lay hidden until Tom Clover should come over the 
mountains ,vith his grizzly and gold-pan; past the 
shrubby flats and up between the high green banks 
to the landing below the Fort. 
Against the clear autumn sky there furled and 
unfurled there the conquering flag of England ,vith 
the magic letters-"II. B. C."-long ago interpreted 
by some ,vit in the service as "IIere before Christ." 
Above the timber palisade on the hilltop the deep- 
sloping roof of the Big House marked the woodland 
court of this fiery little Governor. 
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For days a keen look-out had been kept for the 
packet and now at the first sight of the boats swinging 
around the green headland to the east the news was 
trumpeted through the courtyard and ran from house 
to house. The steward hastened to run the ensign 
up; another made the cannons ready for the salute, 
and the inhabitants of the Fort flocked down the 
winding path to the river, for this ,vas the greatest 
event of the year at Edmonton House. 
The shore was soon lined with people: IIarriot the 
trader who had married Nancy Rowand, Sophy and 
Peggy and Adelaide Rowand eager to welcome their 
father home, clerks from the trading-shop, women 
and children from the men's quarters and Indians 
from neighbouring tepees. 
On the barge allege (OgilltaW-osie) in which Row- 
and and Father Lacombe sat the pennant of the Com- 
pany fle,v at the pro\v, and behind this came the other 
boats racing to be first, as ,vith gay halloos and 
snatches of Canadian songs each man strove in the 
eyes of his home-foll{ to be the first to leap ashore. 
UEn roulant ma boule. . . . Hon!-hon!-honr' 
the snatches of Canadian boat-songs rose, with 
through them the ,vildly sweet chant of the ancient 
Algonquin canoe-song of the voyageurs: 


"ftloniang nind onjiba 
ftlondaminek niii lcasorvin. . . /' 


. The cannons in the bastions thundered a "Telcome 
when the Chief Factor stepped ashore, and the echoes 
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,vere multiplied by the quicl( fire of the Indians' mus- 
ketry. Rowand was pleasantly assailed with greet- 
ing as he passed up the steep hill-path through the 
crowd, for however peppery and dominating their 
"Governor" was at times he had a very warm heart, 
loved and was loved by his people. 
The young missionary walking beside him felt him- 
self an object of vivid curiosity on the part of the 
crowd, \vhich in turn he scanned ,vith interest as he 
returned their hearty hand-clasps. The boatmen, 
promptly seized upon by their relatives and friends, 
retailed the ne\vs of the distant forts while with the 
mellowed radiance of the evening sun a great serenity 
fell upon the woodland community. 
For each white man there ,vas hope of some home- 
message in the packet of mail being sorted at the Big 
I-Iouse, and for all there was the kno\vledge that these 
boats drawn up on the shore had arrived safely with 
tobacco and amnlunition and goods for another year. 
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N o'v at Fort Edmonton, the most important post 
west of Norway House, Father Lacombe found him- 
self fully embarked upon his life "Tork, m.aster of his 
own actions, thrown on his own resources and initi- 
ative as he desired to be. 
After journeying to Lac Ste. A11ne to greet Father 
Bourassa, he set about finding a home for himself for 
the winter. The Chief }"actor came to his assistance 
by lending him one of the buildings within the pal- 
isades, situated directly east of the river-gateway. It 
served him for both chapel and residence. 
The Fort itself was at first a daily source of wonder 
and interest to the newcomer. It was like some rude 
baronial stronghold in the feudal ages of the Old 
World, ,vith the liege's hall and retainers' cottages all 
safely enclosed within high palisades surmounted by 
guns. The palisade, twenty feet in height, was of 
stout trees split in halves and driven into the ground 
-the whole strengthened by binding timbers. 
Around this, compassing the entire Fort the senti- 
nel's gallery ran, and at the four corners the peaked 
roofs of bastions rose, with the iron mouths of can- 
nons filling the port-holes. 
Massive riveted gates to which the steward alone 
held the keys gave entrance on each side to the court- 
46 
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yard which Palliser estimåted as three hundred feet 
long by two hundred and ten wide. In the middle 
of the palisaded enclosure the Big IIouse stood, and 
on the grassy plot in front of it t\VO small brass can- 
nons mounted guard. This official residence of the 
Chief Factor was a massive building of squared tim- 
ber, about seventy feet deep and sixty wide, three 
stories high and with a gallery opening from the sec- 
ond story in front and rear. 
From this front gallery a high stair\vay led down to 
the grassy courtyard, about ,vhich the Bachelors' Hall 
or Gentlemen's quarters, the Indian II all, the men's 
quarters and warehouses were ranged. Within the 
Big House this stair\vay opened upon a ,vide hall, 
on either side of ,vhich lay two immense rooms, the 
Gentlemen's mess-room and the ball-room. Behind 
these ,vere the living-rooms of Rowand's family. Be- 
lo\v stairs ,vere the steward's office, the armory, store- 
rooms, and cellars; above, were offices and bed-rooms. 
This "ras Ro,vand's Folly, as the Gentlemen Ad- 
venturers were wont to call the most pretentious house 
of the Company ,vest of York Factory. It had al- 
ready stood about thirty years, being built by Chief 
Factor Rowand after the Union, when he was given 
control of the united trading-posts of the Beaver dis- 
trict. 
Fort Edmonton, established first in 1795, had al- 
ready become the chief point of the Company's (JCCll- 
pation on the plains, and in a fe\v years when the 
Portage la Loche route was abandoned it was to 
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eclipse utterly the glories of old Fort Chipewyan in 
the North and become the most important post west 
of Fort Garry. 
The resident population of the post in that winter 
of 1852 was close to 150-for the boatmen had come 
in to winter-quarters at the Post, where already were 
the Gentlemen, the stewart, the interpreter, boat- 
builders, coopers, carpenters, hunters, blacksmiths 
and their families. The boatmen were no,v variously 
employed as labourers, cutting and hauling firewood 
of which immense quantities ,vere used in the wide 
earthen fireplaces; searching for hemlock or spruce 
bark to recover the roofs of their dwellings; repairing 
roofs and sills; rechinking log walls and securing 
further provisions of buffalo-meat and fish. 
A post of such importance was consequently a 
rather pleasant place for. a new missionary to find 
himself quartered. Its palisaded quadrangle was a 
woodland principality which held intensified cheer 
from the very isolation of its environments. 
The winters were cold but the fireplaces were deep, 
the piles of spruce and aspen high and the log-houses 
warm. There were seasons each year when provisions 
ran so low that even with lessened rations there was 
no certainty of to-morrow's fast being broken, but 
equally there were the seasons of plenty, and with the 
exception of a couple of years when a colony of ob- 
streperous Norwegian boatmen were brought in (and 
had to be packed back to their native shores), the 
Orkneymen, French-Canadians, and l\letis who filled 
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the post were a harmonious, if rugged group of 
Dlen. 
Father Lacombe was to experience hardships and 
some starvation in )Tears close at hand-to live as 
Father Thibault did first at Lac Ste. Anne, ,vithout 
bread, milk, sugar, salt and sometimes without tea. 
lIe was to learn ,vhat it meant to struggle against 
repugnance and to conquer "false delicacy of appe- 
tite"-forcing himself to eat unsavoury and inde- 
scribable morsels seryed on a piece of bark or in his 
fingers, that he might 110t wound the Indians' feeling's 
or lose their confidence. In his own words: 
"Conquered by Ilunger, we could learn to consume 
these victuals without much repugnance, for under 
the empire of this cruel stepmother the world becomes 
savage." 
But for this first year on th
 Saskatche,van he fared 
,veIl, physically and mentally. lIe dined al,vays at 
the mess-room in the Big IIouse, ,vhere according to 
the semi-military discipline of the Gentlemen no 
,vomen ate, and the meals served by Robidoux, a chef 
from l\Iontreal, were excellent. 
Before settling down for the winter Father 
Lacombe paid a visit to Lac la Biche, an Indian cen- 
tre 150 miles northeast of the Fort. This point had 
been visited by Father Thiba1Jlt but as yet had no 
permanent mission. The trip ,vas made in the pleas- 
ant autumn weather when the men were coming in 
from the plains and from the lakes with flat-sleighs 
laden with dried meat and fish and ducks. 
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Alexis Cardinal, a half-breed who was to share 
many perilous trips with the young missionary, went 
with him as guide. The two travelled happily all day 
in the golden autumn weather by hills and plain and 
woodland. Pitching their camp at night they en- 
joyed a supper of game, for Alexis was already a 
famous hunter and dog-runner-then before dropping 
off to sleep under the stars they sat about the fire 
and silently enjoyed a pipe "of particularly fine fla- 
your smoked à longues touches. n 
Fifteen days were passed at the Lake in teaching 
the Indians, but the priest found himself so handi- 
capped by his slim kno\vledge of Cree that he re- 
turned to Edmonton resolved anew to master Cree- 
"or to blow my head off," as he picturesquely phrases 
his determination. Before leaving the mission, how- 
ever, he put on his white surplice and stole and mount- 
ing his pony rode along the shore of the lake blessing 
the site of the present mission and dedicating it to the 
Blessed Virgin, the liege-lady of these black-robed 
knights of Christ. 
On his return to Edmonton he easily fitted his min- 
istry into the life of the post. The inhabitants of the 
Fort from Rowand down to the youngest dog-runner 
,vere mostly Catholic, and he busied himself instruct- 
ing young and old daily. On Sunday he tried to 
impress the Sabbath feeling by making the l\Iass as 
solemn as possible, and to this end taught the French- 
Canadians to sing the liturgy of the l\Iass. Several 



1853 


FATHER LACOl\IBE 


51 


hours each day were given to the study of Cree, ,vhich 
he describes as a delightful occupation. 
His master was an amiable Scotch clerk ,vho had 
recently come in from .Jasper House, where in 1845 
his wife had been baptized by Father de Smet. This 
man, Colin Fraser, had been the piper of Governor 
Simpson on the latter's princely tour of the 'Vest, and 
it is told of him with as much grim truth as humour, 
that ,vhen stationed at the lonely post of .Jasper he 
used to take do,vn his pipes at night and ùance to 
their ,vild skirl before his o,vn shado,v on the ,valL 
Fraser enjoyed his work of tutoring the vivid mind 
of the younger Illan night after night, for Father La- 
combe made marvellous progress. lIe ended each 
day by jotting do,vn in an improvised notebook all 
the Cree ,vords and rules of gralllmar he had learned. 
This became later the backbone of his dictionary. 
The days passed as pleasantly as profitably, for 
,vhile Father Lacombe instructed his people and felt 
himself advancing daily in Cree, he \vas also enjoying 
the good company of the Gentlemen in the Company's 
service. 
Iany stories ,vere told him by the men in 
the Fort that winter-wild tales of the days of rivalry 
and plunder between rival fur-companies and exciting 
stories of the hunt. 
As is the case with all discerning missionaries, 
Father Lacombe directed his efforts mainly to 
instructing the younger members of his flock. But 
he brought some adults into the Christian faith even 
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in his first season, and in one instance the conversion 
made a stir. 
The bully of Fort Edmonton at that period was a 
l\Ietis named Paulet Paul, a huge, wild, dark fellow 
noted as a fighter. On Father Lacombe's arrival 
Paulet treated the young priest ,vith vaunted indiffer- 
ence, something, too, of the Indian contempt for a 
youth who had not yet ,von a name or recognition. 
But by degrees he condescended to smoke a pipe ,vith 
him and other rugged l\Ietis who visited the mission- 
ary. 
At the beginning of Lent he dropped into Father 
Lacombe's little house suddenly one evening and asked 
to be nIade a Christian. Ever)T day then for weeks 
he received especial instruction preparatory to his re- 
ception. A week before the feast he told Father La- 
combe he was going to fast until Easter, but as he 
was working hard daily and absolutely the only food 
the men had then ,vas dried meat and fish, Father 
Lacombe advised him not to limit his rations. But 
the converted bully persisted. 
On Good Friday he looked so weak that Father La- 
combe protested he was making himself ill. Iris sym- 
pathy was brushed aside by Paulet: 
"No, I only fast; I will not eat nor drink until Sun- 
day. " 
This ,vas the penance Paulet llad imposed upon 
himself for past sins; no sacrifice of an extra bite 
or special dainty, but a fast as entire as that of a man 
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lost in a desert. lIe maintained this until Sunday. 
On that day Paulet was given a seat alone near the 
altar. Chief Factor Ro,vand and his daughter Ade- 
laide sat near him and were his sponsors in baptism. 
Paulet as a Christian "'as an improvement upon 
Paulet the bully, and the Factor noted it. Conse- 
quently to,vard the close of the follo,ving ,vinter when 
Ro,vand sent a small party of men with dog-trains of 
goods out to meet an Indian band on the plains to 
trade for dried meat and furs Paulet was for once 
permitted to go in charge: as he very much desired. 
Father Lacombe, then established at Ste. Annes 
happened to be at the Fort on the day of their return. 
Panlet's companions came in ,vithout him, and one 
eXplained eagerly to the priest that his protege had 
made a fool of himself. 
"Paulet," said this l\Ietis, "has made lots of mis- 
chief out there with the Indians. The Indians said 
he put too much ,vater into the rum, but he gave big 
presents of goods. He made a great man of Paulet 
at last-but he got poor bargains for the Company." 
uHein/
 thought Father Lacombe, "there is trouble 
ahead." He knew Rowand. 
This is what he tells of the outcome in his own 
picturesque "English of the Nor' -West." 
"By and bye I met Rowand, and he say to me blus- 
tering-'\Vell, that man of yours, that Paulet you 
baptize last year and recommend to me as a good man, 
he made a damfool of himself.' 
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"I answer nothing: I do not know what to say. 
But I ,vatch out by the river until I see Paulet come 
with his toboggan and dog. 
"'IIey, Paulet,' I say, 'what have you done? 
Ro-\vand will make trouble for you.' 
"lIe speak bravel)T-'IIa! that is all humbug that 
the men say. Y ou ,viII see.' 
"But the big fello,v look afraid. Then-quick! an 
idea came to me. 
"'Paulet,' I say, 'I know ,vhat to do. You will 
go to Ro,vand and right at once 
TOU will ask him 
for his blessing as a god-father. (That is a fashion 
of the l\Ietis on great occasions.) Go l' 
"And I laugh as I remember what Ro,vand said, 
and I hurried to be ,vith" him _,vhen Paulet comes. 
By-and-by ,vhile I ,vas walking up and do,vn with 
him in the great IIal1 of the Big House, ,ve hear 
somebody at the door. Suddenly Paulet came in and 
at once fell on his knees to Rowand. 
" 'l\Iy god-father,' he pray, 'give me your blessing.' 
"N ow Rowand ,vas look surprise and shy, for 
though he consent ,vhen I coax him to be Paulet's 
god-father, he ,vas not a yery religious man. . 
At last he say, 'Here is the Father; ask his blessing.' 
"I was trying not to laugh, but I get voice to say, 
" 'No, no; this is not my affair. It is 
Tours. lIe 
is not my god-child-giye him your blessing.' 
"Now, John Ro\vand had a good heart behind his 
temper, and he could enjoy Paulet's finesse. 
So he made some kind of a blessing-and he finish it 
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off by going to the cupboard to get a drink of rum 
for Paulet I"
 
Father Lacombe to his latest years loved to dwell 
upon the men10ry of this man-"IIe was not big; in 
fac' he was very short, but he "'as braye, that little 
man, you kno\v-brave like a lion. lIe feared no 
man; not even a ,vhole tribe of Indians could make 
him afraid." 
"Ah! he ,vas a grand little man." 
The camp-fires of the Saskatche,van still hear the 
echoes of that tribute. 
Just once his anger fell on Father Lacombe, and 
the latter found it less easy than in Paulet's case to 
turn off the \vrath of this little Napoleon of the 
North. The first winter he spent at Ste. Anne he 
found a couple of muskrat skins at the mission left 
by an Indian, as they had been trapped out of season 
and \yere consequently of little value as fur for trad- 
ing. }-'or this reason Father Lacolllbe felt their use 
. would be no infringement upon the Company's rigid 
command that no employe or other white man allo\ved 
in the country should trap furs or get them in trade 
for any other purpose than the Company's benefit. 
Father Lacombe took the skins to the "\vife of the 
half-breed seryant at the 
Iission and had her dress 
the skin and sew strips of it on the collar and cuffs 
of his overcoat to protect him from the cold. One 
day, entering the Big House at Edmonton, he \vent 
at once to greet his friend the Chief Factor in his 
office. 
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Rowand, at the first glimpse of the priest and his 
fur-trimmed coat, grew furious. 'Vithout replying 
to the genial greeting he bello,ved at him, 
"What! you priest, you ! You say you have come 
here to teach ,vha t is right. .. And this is the 
,vay you give the exalnple 1 Who gave you the right 
to wear that fur?" 
lIe had given the astonished young priest no chance 
to make explanations; the latter gave him no time to 
withdraw his hasty speech. 
"I tore off those miserable skins from my ,vrists," 
he says, "and I flung them in his face." 
Then he wheeled about and left the room 
but not before he had learned what Rowand meant 
when he said, "It is true we kno\\T only two powers- 
God and the Company!" One only marvels at the 
facility with which they made the laws of God con- 
form to those of the Company. 
"'
rhis incident," wrote Father Lacombe in his 
l\Iemoirs, "like many others our missionaries experi- 
enced, evidences the spirit of the Company-noble, 
loved, liberal and kind to us, just in as far as the ques- 
tion of fur-trading did not enter into the game. So 
for the sake of our missionary work we had to be very 
prudent and ,vatchful to do nothing that would com- 
promise our interests. 
"'Ve had to suffer ,vith patience and endure for 
the moment ,yhat ,ve could not prevent, however un- 
just the affair Inight appear. The first missionaries 
were exceedingly poor and had little assistance from 



1853 


FATHER LACOJ\lBE 


57 


their superiors, who for their part had few resources 
at their disposition. The Society of the Propagation 
of the Faith ,vas far from being able to assist us then 
as it did later; moreover our means of transport ,vere 
practically nil. We depended entirely' upon the 
good-,vill of this good Company to go from one post 
to another and to convey thither our small luggage. 
"The chief officers, f e'v of whom \vere Catholic, 
sometimes looked on our arrival and our ,vork with a 
jealous eye. In addition to this they felt that their 
policy was being interfered with-that policy of pre- 
venting the entrance of civilization and of retaining 
the ancien regime. We were received and tolerated, 
but it was because they could not do otherwise. 
"Still," he ,vrites, summing up the memory of those 
years, "considering our position, the conditions of the 
country and the ideas and principles of this Company 
-I venture to say that we have been honorably and 
charitably treated by the Company." 
And else\vhere he ,vrites: "1 repeat \vhat I have 
said many times, that if we had not had the aid and 
the hospitality of the Hudson's Bay Company, we 
could not have for a long time begun or carried out 
the establishment of the young Church of the N orth- 
west." He makes particular reference to the debt 
of gratitude he personally owes to his first friend in 
the Company, .John Rowand, to William Christie 
and Richard Ilardi sty. 
From this it will be seen that Father Lacombe and 
his fello,v-workers understood clearly the terms on 
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,vhich they were privileged to enter the country by 
its masters, the Gentlemen Adventurers. They ,vere 
welcomed-sometimes only tolerated-because they 
did not go in as money-mal(ers, but as ministers of 
the Gospel, intent upon laying the first foundations 
of a moral civilization. N or did they dare discuss the 
ethics of the fur-trade or the attitude of the traders 
to the Indians. 'This last, however, was ordinarily 
very kind. 
Father Lacombe had an instance of this as his first 
,,,inter in Edmonton IIouse dre,v to a close. An 
Indian 'VOlnan hailing from the l]lains ,vith her peo- 
ple came to him mourning that her husband had died 
during the winter-hunt, that she had little or no fur 
and her husband owed a large debt to the Company. 
She had only a few ponies to,meet this debt and she 
asked Father Lacombe to speak for herself and her 
children to the Chief Factor. 
He "rent to Rowand and the latter turned over his 
books. 'l"he debt ,vas close on to 3,000 skins-be
ver- 
skins, not dollars or pounds sterling, being the cur- 
rency of this fur-trader's land. 
"No"r, who will pay that?" demanded Ro\vand of 
the priest ,,,ith mocl{ fierceness 
.
 Bien, hurrah! 
-
 
." and he ran his quill pen through the account. 
The honourable Company of the Gentlemen Ad- 
venturers of England trading into the Hudson's Bay 
could not hold a mortgage upon the future of a poor 
widow and her children! 
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l\IARcH blew a reveille over the bleak hills, waking 
the rivers to music and stirring the myriad forces of 
the woods. The Indians began to come in from the 
,vinter-hunt, Father Lacombe looking on ,vith lively 
interest at this ne,vest phase of life in the Far 'Vest. 
The Strong,vood and Plains. Crees traded at 
Edmonton IIouse all the year round, but once or 
twice a year in spring or autumn the Blackfeet and 
their Blood and Piegan allies came to trade in large 
numbers: they rarely travelled in small bands in their 
enemies' cou
try. 
"Then they came riding up to the Fort their bar- 
baric cavalcades ,vere always picturesque. Half- 
naked supple bronze ,varriors rode by startlingly 
painted, bearing skin shields on their arms, full 
quivers at their sides, and eagle-feathers in their hair. 
Rugged squa"rs ,vith trains of lively children kept 
ward over the primitive lodge-equipment tied by 
thongs to the travoix behind their ponies. Iron ket- 
tles jangled and the mongrel half-fed dogs made a 
running, yelping accompaniment to the whole. 
This they were when near at hand and analyzed, 
but seen winding down the bridle-trail in the ravine 
r 
on the south bank, with the sun glittering on their 
brass ornaments and the small flags of the chiefs flut- 
59 
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tering peace signals in the yan-the Blackfeet com- 
ing to trade at Fort Edmonton offered the most 
picturesque panorama of human life in the west. 
While the warriors turned their ponies loose on the 
meadows about the Fort and strode about among their 
brethren, and their chiefs brought gifts and IJarleyed 
with the C.hief Factor, their dusky womenkind were 
at work-and a to,vn of smoky lodges was springing 
up magically on the hill and meadows near the Fort. 
Then trading began. In those days the Company 
still employed rum in their trading, and they sur- 
rounded their dealings ,vith precautions sprung from 
the experience of savages inflamed with liquor. 
So although the chiefs and their gifts of robes and 
pemmical1 were receiyed in the Indian Hall by Row- 
and, the trading ,vas accomplished through a grating 
between the Indian IIal1 and the trading-shop. On 
the shelves but little goods were displayed-on the 
principle that the Indian ,vould not want what he 
could not see. All the gates of the Fort ,vere closed, 
except one to the lndian Hall. At times even 
this was closed and the trading done through a grat- 
ing in the gate. 
First the Indians demanded rum, and it was given 
to them-rum of the first quality carefully diluted 
with water. The Blackfeet being fiercer than the 
Crees received a weaker cup or keg, for the standard 
of mixing in those days defined seven parts of ,vater 
to one of rum for Blackfeet and only three parts 
water to one of rum for the Crees. 
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After a goodly exchange of peltry for liquor the 
orgies began, as described in earlier days by }--'ather 
'l'hibault. In IBj
 they had in no way altered, and 
Father Lacombe was the witness of frightful scenes 
"which I deplored but could in no ,yay prevent." 
l\Ieanwhile there ,vere men stationed with loaded 
muskets in the sentinel's gallery that surrounùed the 
palisade, and the call110n in the bastions stood ready 
for action. These precautions ,vere rigidly preserved 
,vhen the Blackfeet came to trade, for they had burned 
down the Old Bo,v Fort itl John Rowand's time and 
killed white men on several occasions. 
"\Vhen the snow had quite disappeared and the 
renewed delights of spring tempted him afield, Father 
Lacombe took many long ,valks through the valley. 
 
On one of these excursions he canle upon the cross 
that had been planted there ,vith so much solemnity 
by Father Demers and Father Blanchet ll1 1838. 1 
The cross lay on the top of the hill close to the Fort. 
Father Lacolllbe lifted it up from the ground and 
replanted it firmly, so that for some years it again 
lifted its arms of appeal. 
He decided now to make his headquarters at Lac 
Ste. Anne, as his predecessors had done; meanwhile 
arranging for frequent visits to Edmonton. 
Lac Ste. Anne, fifty miles northwest of Edmon- 
ton, was the first permanent mission for Crees and 


1 The new Parliament Buildings at Edmonton are built directly over 
the site of the old Cross erected here by Father Demers and his com- 
panion on their way to the Pacific in 1838. 
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Cree-
Ietis established by Father Thibàult on the 
Upper Saskatchewan. He had selected this place 
in 1842 because the soil and fishing were good and 
there was an abundance of fuel. Being remote from 
the Blackfoot trail to the Fort, there was a further 
advantage in security from these traditional enemies 
of the Crees. 
Early in the autumn word came that another 
Oblate, Père Remas, had been assigned to the Inis- 
sion at Lac la Biche. Father Lacombe set out on 
horseback with Alexis to visit the newcomer. The 
lake was ahnost 200 miles away across country, but 
the riding-trails were good, and this journey through 
the woods was only a delight for him. 
At Lac la Biche he found the Indians were absent 
hunting while Father Remas ,vas altogether miser- 
able. lIe had arrived too late to make a garden, and 
was consequently in an impoverished state. Fat
1er 
Lacombe, distressed at his condition, insisted that he 
should return home ,vith him and await the promised 
pastoral visit of Bishop Tache. 
The latter set out from his episcopal hut at lIe a 
la Crosse in February, 1854. The ceremonial recep- 
tion Rowand planned for him at Edmonton was pre- 
vented by his arrival very late at night on l\Iarch 22, 
but the next morning he was aroused by the cannons' 
thunder of welcome. 
This was the first visit of a Bishop to Edmonton 
House, and during the week of the visitor's stay the 
Fort was in as nearly holiday mood as a strong- 
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hearted disciplinarian like Ro,vand would permit. 
Personally the Chief Factor and his daughters sho\v- 
ered kind attentions upon the young prelate. 
Then he was escorted in his dog'-cariole to Ste. 
Anne, where for three ,veeks Father Lacombe played 
the part of host-a role that always came happily to 
his generous nature. At Ste. Anne the three Oblates, 
d,velling upon the Bishop's recent experiences at 
Fort Pitt, where he was desolated at t.he debauchery 
of the Indians and l\Ietis with drink, found a great 
deal of consolation in the conduct of the excellent 
colony at Ste. Anne. 
Yet fifteen years earlier these l\Ietis had been like 
those of Pitt. The contrast made the Bishop resolve 
firmly not only to find more missionaries for perma- 
nent missions, but to use with the various Chief 
Factors and the Governor at Fort Garry every effort 
possible to prevent the trading of liquor to the 
Indians. This soon became the cry of every mission- 
ary in Rupert's Land, but it was only six years later 
that their campaign had effect. 
During the Bishop's visit to Ste. Anne he con- 
firmed 98 Indians and baptized 22 adults, already 
instructed by Father Lacombe, and who gave every 
evidence of a sincere desire to live in accorùance with 
the missionary's teachings. On Easter .l\Ionday the 
Bishop took his leave accompanied by the two mis- 
. . 
Slonarles. 
Father Lacombe, loth to part with his brethren, 
rode on beside them far past the Fort. 'Vhen he said 
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adieu it was with heavy hearts they saw the boyisll 
figure turn his cayuse on the ,voodland path, and 
take his solitary way back to Ste. l-\..nne. 
While Father Lacombe returned to his own post 
Bishop Tache journeyed on to Father Remas' log- 
shack. It was a miserable abode, twelve feet square 
and six high, where he had spent severa] miserable 
weeks alone in 1853 before Father Lacombe had 
come riding like a Fairy Benevolellt and carried him 
off to Ste. Anne. 
The seats of the mission were made of stumps of 
trees; its other meagre fittings were in accordance. 
Its cupboard ,vas painfully slim. But here, with one 
year's experience of the west and with a plentiful 
supply of seed for a garden, Father Remas was 
re-installed, and the Bishop rode on. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


In the summer of 1855 a stir was made in the 
Saskatchewan mission-field by the arrival of ne,v 
workers with consequent changes of position. One 
of the newcomers was Vital Grandin, a handsome 
young Breton priest, a delicate, fair-haired youth who 
was to become an intimate friend of Father Lacombe 
in later years as ,veIl as one of the most striking 
figures among the pioneer missionaries of the west. 
In the late summer of 1855, Father Lacombe made 
bis first visit to the Peace River, as Father Bourassa 
had done in 1845 and Father Thibault still earlier. 
He went on horseback to the Athabasca near the old 
Fort Assinaboine and then proceeded in a small row. 
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boat down that river to the Little Slave and up this 
to Lesser Slave Lake. 
Along the south shore of the lake he came upon 
a large encampment of Crees, drawn there at that 
season doubtless by the hosts of ducks and wavies 
that haunt the lake. Father Lacombe spent several 
days among them before pushing on to the post, where 
he was warmly welcomed by his forn1er teacher, Colin 
Fraser, now in charge of the Company's post here. 
The post was built on the hillside that slopes gently 
up from the lake, with the Indian Hall outside the 
stockade and some distance east of it. 
Colin Fraser supplied his friend with ponies and 
guide to ride to Fort Dunvegan, the Company's 
headquarters on the Peace. It ,vas over 160 miles 
away, along the trappers' trail through the pleasant 
autumn woods. Bourassa,. the officer in charge, 
received Father Lacombe very kindly and every 
opportunity was given him to minister to the em- 
ployes, who, as at Edmonton, were largely French- 
Canadian and Catholic. 
On his return to Ste. Anne he at once entered upon 
his deferred novitiate. 
When the prescribed year of religious seclusion and 
prayer was concluded, he pronounced his vows of pov- 
erty, chastity and obedience, as a member of the 
Oblates of 
fary Immaculate. 
In September he visited the Indians of Jasper 
House, l the most interesting of these being a band 


1 Jasper House, which was named after Jasper Hawes, an English 
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of Iroquois, descendants of old canoemen from 
Caughna"rag'a. 
Father Laconlbe set out with t,vo pack-horses car- 
rying his portable chapel and provisions, and saddle- 
ponies for hin1self and his l\Ietis guide, l\Iichel 
Nipissing. Fallen tiInber, creeks and s,vamps tried 
the horses' strength and the travellers' patience. 
The second afternoon on the trail, as they made 
their way through a haze of smoke, the ,vind rose and 
there caIne a crackling like thunùer. The guide 
knew what it meant: a forest fire ,vas racing to meet 
them, licking up and snapping the dry spruce and 
fallen timber like so much tinder. 
"TI1ile they groped their way painfully in search 
of a river the sn10ke settled do\vn on then1 like a palL 
"It is only to die!" l\Iichel cried. l\Iichel was not 
brave as ,vas the redoubtable Alexis. But Father 
Lacombe cried back to him: 
HAkai! Courage! The river is near. Al
alne- 
yilnof J 
They reached its banks, made the horses jump in 
and leaped after them. They threw water over the 
trembling animals and themselves as the flames 
approached and rushed past them. For almost two 
days men and horses stayed in a dugout in the bank, 
while the bush glowed with hot embers of the fire. 


officer in the Hudson's Bay Company who established it early in the 
nineteenth century, was situated on the Athabasca River where it emerges 
from the Rockies. It was visited by Père de Smet on his heroic trip as 
Peacemaker in 1845-46, and a summit, six miles west of the Fort, was 
named for him, 
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After two days more of painful travelling, the 
)Toung priest, overCOlne by fatigue and fever, declared 
he could go no further. They camped on the bank 
of a small stream that evening, and when Father 
Lacombe refused to eat, l\lichel became greatly dis- 
tressed. His fears were varied and he came to the 
broken man with a quaint plea: 
"l\Iy father," he said, "1 am afraid you ,viII die 
here-then what will become of me? People will say 
1 have ill-treated you-perhaps killed you. Give 
me a piece of paper that I can show Père Remas 
to let him know that I have been good to you." 
Father Lacombe gave him the note he wanted, and 
then in turn, frightened by the man's fear, he asked 
l\Iichel in case of his death to bury him under a butte 
of sand near by and go at once to Father Relnas with 
the news. Perhaps because in all his healthy young 
life before Father Lacombe had kno,vn no illness, 
he was ullnecessarily afraid of this. However, it was 
to his own intense surprise that he was able in a 
couple of days to mount his pony and continue the 
journey. After two weeks of ministry with the 
Indians he returned home, the Indians following him 
as he rode out of their camp, firing their guns in 
salute and crying out their farewells. 
That winter an urgent call came to him from the 
Blackfoot nation. These men were absolute pagans, 
whose country was considered wild and unsafe but the 
proud race was now terribly afflicted, their children 
dying off like :flies with a mysterious sickness. Some 
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fe,v of them had met Father Lacombe at Fort 
Edmonton and in their extremity they begged him 
to come to them. 
This was well into February, 1857. 
Across the river 1 from Edmonton, Father 
Lacombe came upon a sickening spectacle-three 
mangled bodies of Blackfeet, whose feet and hands 
,vere cut off and hung on trees. 
I-Ie sent Alexis back to the Fort for men to bury 
the bodies; then the two resumed their journey, 
sturdily trudging over the snowy plain toward the 
Buffalo Lake. 


IOn the site of Strathcona's business-centrf' to-day. 



VII 


AT dusk the teepees of a Cree encampment rose 
before them near the southern extremity of a small 
lake, and the travellers were taken in and fed. l\Iany 
of the Indians in this camp ,vere catechumens of 
Father Lacombe and warmly attached to him. When 
they heard he was bound for the Blackfoot camp, 
they urged him in every possible way not to go. The:r 
said the Blackfeet would blame their disease on the 
whites and would either refuse to receive him or might 
kill him. 
Father Lacombe reminded them that he had 
received a prayer for help, and he was not going to 
turn back when fello,v-creatures in trouble needed 
him. He and Alexis pushed on, losing their way for 
a while in a snowstorm, but at the end of a couple 
of days they came upon the encampment of the 
Blackfeet. l\Iindful of the character of these 
Indians, he signalled to them from a short distance. 
"Soon a crowd came around me," he "Trites of this 
in his l\iemoirs. "W.hat a scene I Imagine these 
men, women and children-half-naked, although it 
was quite cold weather and their bodies reddened with 
the fever which devoured them. For some minutes 
I did not know what was going to happen. They 
swarmed about me, disputing for my person. Some 
70 
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caught my hands; others my soutane. One tried to 
lift me up to,vard the sky crying out some prayer 
to the l\Iaster of Life for pity." 
The unfortunate savages were crazed with fever 
and fear, and they looked to him, the friend of Ninna- 
stako,v, as SOlne great medicine-man to relieve them. 
lIe released himself from the crowd and entering a 
near-by lodge found a stoically silent man, who held 
out to him the dead body of his child. I t was the 
last of his family to die. Three other bodies lay 
inside the lodge, and the despairing father ,veakened 
,vith disease would not for the moment separate him- 
self from this last child. 
There ,vere about sixty tents in all, and from every 
side the priest's ears were stricken with lo\v moans 
or lamentations. The epidemic he found to be scarlet 
fever of a severe type. It ,vas carrying off scores of 
their people and the Indians ,vere terrified out of 
their habitual bravery by the unseen foe which stalked 
so ruthlessly through the camp. 
The poor young Blackrobe with his small box of 
remedies did everything he could to stem the disease. 
Night and day. he passed through their tents, con- 
soling and tending them, but at the thought of how 
little he could do, his warm young nature was in a 
torment of rebellion only second to their own. 
There were several camps to visit, all a fe\v miles 
apart on the snowy plains, and he had spent twenty 
tireless days among them, when he was himself 
stricken with the disease. 
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His remedies were gone and he felt himself con- 
sumed with the fever. He reconciled himself to this 
inglorious end of the years of work planned for him- 
self, but in a few days, to his o,vn and Alexis' great 
joy, he began to recover. 
The epidemic had no,v about spent itself, and on 
his recovery he arranged for the burial of all the dead 
Indians. Because of the frozen ground, the Indians 
could not dig graves, as he ,vould have preferred 
them to do, nor did the exhausted warriors build their 
usual burial platforms and expose the bodies to the 
pure elements. They simply gathered the dead bodies 
together in skin lodges-ten or fifteen in each lodge- 
and then covered the remains with stones and sno'v. 
The work of Father Lacombe's mission in 1858 
and 1859 has been concisely pictured in this sentence 
from Bishop Tache's "Twenty Years of l\Iissions". 
"At Lac Ste. Anne Father Remas and 
Father Lacombe multiplied themselves to advance 
the reign of Christ." 
Their days ""ere divided bet,veen work in the fields 
and their ministry to the l\Ietis and Indians in and 
about the mission. It ,vas a peaceful, uneventful 
period, in ,vhich from day to day the simple-hearted, 
affectionate children of the forest gathered about the 
priests for instruction, or less willingly exerted them- 
selves with shovel and hoe to ,york under direction 
in the barley and turnip or potato fields about their 
homes. 
One evening early in .January, 1858, when the 
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little woodland settlement of about forty-five houses 
was intent upon its evening meal and the ruddy fire- 
glow just tinted the opaqueness of its parchment win- 
dows a 1\letis came on foot to the mission from the 
Fort. In ans,ver to the inevitable greeting-"What 
ne,vs?"-he replied that a strange white man, a 
Doctor, had arrived at the Fort a couple of days 
before the New Year. 
The Doctor, he said, was one of a large party sent 
by the great Queen 1\Iother across the sea to report 
on the ,vest and her children there. 
The half-breed had other gossip of the Fort, but 
the first news overshadowed all the rest. For the 
poor young Father Frain, who had arrived from 
France a few months before, had been ailing contin- 
ually since his arrival, and the opportunity of con- 
sulting a physician seemed providential. Next 
morning Father Lacombe got out his toboggan- 
cariole and dogs to take him to the Fort. 
Father Frain ,vas well wrapped in buffalo robes 
and then with a u1Jlarche
. Hourraht' from their 
robust, leather-clad master the dogs made off. It 
was fifty miles to the Fort through the woods. That 
evening after dusk had fallen and the big gates of 
the Fort ,vere closed the watchman heard a vigorous 
pounding on the main gates-Father Lacombe and 
his invalid waited outside. 
Dr. James Hector of the Palliser Expedition- 
for he was the newcomer-was called to attend the 
sick priest. 1\11". Swanston hospitably assigned a 
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room to Father Frain. The Doctor did what he 
could for him, but the improvement was slight. It 
was the country and the diet that were killing the 
young man. They decided to send him down to the 
Red River-and thence to Louisiana in sunnier 
climes. 
About the middle of February Dr. Hector went 
out to Ste. Anne to secure half-breeds there for the 
Expedition's journey in the coming summer. He 
spent Sunday with Father Lacombe, whom he char- 
acterizes in his official reports as most genial and 
hospitable. During this winter and in the following 
year Father Lacombe met the Doctor (later Sir 
J ames Hector of New Zealand) several times, and 
his relations with him and the botanist, IV[. Bourgeau, 
were very pleasant. 
The latter whiled away some time during the 
tedious winter days in carving wooden candlesticks 
for the altar in the Fort chapel. 
Judging from a portion of his report to the Gov- 
ernment, Dr. Hector and his companions were im- 
pressed with the prowess of Father Lacombe's prized 
dog-train and his man Alexis, for Hector wrote: 
"1\1. Le Combe, the Roman Catholic priest, has 
frequently been driven from Lac Ste. Anne to the 
Fort in a dog-cariole--'-:"50 miles: after which his man 
Alexis, one of the best runners in the country, loaded 
the sled with 400 pounds of meat and returned to 
the misison before next morning!" 
Affairs, spiritual and temporal, prospered with 
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our pioneer in 1859. His regular ministry lay 
largely with the freemen and l\Ietis, but the Indians 
came to him for direction in increasing numbers. 
Their conduct was in general very good and in accord- 
ance with their new belief. Sometimes he found his 
little chapel at Ste. Anne too small for the devout 
Christians who gathered there, and on the whole the 
mission at the Christianized Devil's Lake was satis- 
fying. 
A pleasant picture of life at Ste. Anne this year 
is given by Lord Southesk in his book of western 
travel. 'Vhen he reached Fort Edmonton in August 
he found the Company's servants at work harvesting 
wheat on the eastern meadows below the fort. On 
August 19 he set out ,vith a pack-train bound for the 
mountains. The follo,ving morning Father Lacombe, 
busy at some repairs in his chapel, was called out 
to welcome a stranger. 
"A fine looking man-tall-a gentleman" was 
Southesk, as Father Lacombe recalls him; while in 
his book the English traveller says he met with a 
most cordial reception here and had the pleasure of 
dining with "Peres Lacombe and Le Frain at the 
Roman Catholic mission-house."-"Agreeable men 
and perfect gentlemen," he notes in his diary that 
they are, and comments that Rome has an advantage 
in the class of men she assigns to her missions, as she 
always sends out "polished, highly-educated gentle- 
men." 
"On the pressing invitation of my kind host," 
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writes Lord Southesk, "I remained for the night at 
the mission-house. Everything there is wonderfully 
neat and flourishing: it is a true oasis in the desert- 
the cows fat and fine, the horses the same, the dogs, 
the very cats the same. A well-arranged and ,vell- 
kept garden, gay "rith many flowers (some of them 
the COInn10nest flo,vers of the woods and plains 
brought to perfection by care and labour). 
"The house beautifully clean: meals served up as 
in a gentleman's dining-room. Excellent preserves 
of service-berries and wild raspberries--everything 
made use of and turned to account. Surrounded by 
such comfort and refinement and in the society of 
such agreeable entertainers I passed a most pleasant 
evening, one that" often recalled itself to my memory 
amidst the experiences of later times." 
He found the walls of the rooms decorated with 
religious pictures, ,vhile the home-made book shelves 
held a goodly library of books of a philosophical and 
theological character. Southesk wanted to buy 
horses for his journey in order to push on more 
quickly and set his fancy on a black colt at the mis- 
sion. Being a gift to Father Lacombe from some 
Indians in return for special kindness shown them, 
the priest "rould not part with it. 
Still Pere Lacombe, he adds, "ras anxious to oblige 
him, so he. looked up two very good horses for which 
Southesk paid Æ19 each. At the same time the mis- 
sionary made his guest a present of a sack of pemmi- 
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can, a valuable gift in those days and particularly 
that year. 
"I felt quite sorry to leave Ste. Anne," the courtly 
Southesk ,vrites; "all ,vas so kindly and pleasant at 
the mission. The good fathers loaded us with pro- 
visions-fish, potatoes, dried meat, etc. God bless 
them and prosper their ll1ission." 
From this it ,vould seem that Pére Lacombe at 
thirty-three was charming socially and as open-handed 
and impulsively generous as at eighty-three. 
Lord Southesk did not forget his agreeable host. 
In N ew York, on the point of sailing for England, 
. he despatched to the missionary a long letter and 
small brass lock for the home-lnade cabinet on ,vhich 
the Earl found the young priest at work on his 
arrival. 
In his book Southesk makes no mention of Father 
Remas, for the latter ,vas absent then at St. Boni- 
face. He had gone ,vith a brigade of carts to Ineet 
three Grey Nuns from l\Iontreal, who were to open 
a home that would be at once a boarding-school, 
orphanage, hospital and refuge for the aged. 
Father Lacombe's active mind seized upon a hun- 
dred details of ,york for the Indians ,vhich could be 
better accomplished by the nuns than by himself. So 
he was overjoyed to welcome them. 
The pastoral visit of the Bishop shortly before 
Christmas was the outstanding event of 1860. The 
memory of these pastoral visits of Bishop Tache could 
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warm Father Lacombe's heart decades afterward: 
it is readily understood that the pleasure at the mo- 
ment was indescribable. For Bishop Tache-young, 
brilliant, and spiritually zealous-was like Father 
Lacombe himself a man of great heart and of strong 
social charm. He was a brilliant raconteur, and a 
warmly sympathetic friend. 
An unexpected meeting with him one day on the 
road from Lac la Biche made the forest-trail a porch 
to Paradise for Father Lacombe. He promptly 
turned his dogs about and the three arrived at Ste. 
Anne at eight o'clock at night, as everyone ,vas about 
to retire. 
"Our arrival, quite unexpectedl)r, especially at that 
hour, turned everything upside down," writes Father 
Lacombe in the l\Iemoirs. "They rushed to the 
chapel-everyone rushed there-the Fathers, the Sis- 
ters and the Christians living about us. They were 
so agitated and surprised that they sang everything 
that came into their heads. And Father Remas- 
ah, that dear old Father! only found himself as the 
Te Deum was being chanted, and so at the end joined 
his voice in the grand fête. What harn10ny I" he 
concludes with a touch of laughing sarcasm. 
For days this little mission lost in the woods was 
like a dovecote in a flutter of delight. The three 
Grey Nuns were gladdened like children by the mes- 
sages from their Sisters at St. Boniface and letters 
from the home-folk in Quebec. The priests rejoiced 
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openly in the presence of their brilliant and humor- 
ous brother. 
The Indian children of the school and the old peo- 
ple who had never beheld a bishop before, regarded 
him with awe; while the 
Ietis couple, l\Iichel and 
his wife, were more than ever important since they 
had a bishop to cool{ for. 
To Father Lacombe fell the task of secretly con- 
triving a crozier for the bishop, when it was found 
that he had brought none with him: it ,vas not a con- 
venient thing to pack in canoes or dog-carioles. With 
an Indian hunting-knife Father Lacombe fashioned 
one of green\vood and tinted it with yellow ochre. 
The Bishop carried it with dignity at the midnight 
l\Iass, remarking that this was a pastoral staff as 
primitive as the shepherds carried on the Great Night! 
The motley congregation was impressed, and for 
years after the wondrously-tinted staff had a place 
over the rafters at Ste. Anne, where it was the sub- 
ject of many tender and laughing reminiscences. 
Before Bishop Tache went a,vay a very important 
step was taken by him in conjunction with Father 
Lacombe. Lac Ste. Anne mission, as we have seen, 
was established by Father Thibault mainly for the 
Crees, because it was remote from the Blackfoot trail 
to Fort Edmonton. 
But since the visit of Father Lacombe to the 
Blackfeet during the epidemic that race had been 
hankering for a share of the magnetic little man's 
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attentions; while he felt the time had come when he 
Should turn to this neglected people. 
Consequently, one day at Lac Ste. Anne a Black- 
foot chief, attired in savage splendour, sought an 
audience with the bishop. In the name of his tribe 
he asked that a priest should be sent among his peo- 
ple. The chief promised that the missionary would 
be unmolested, and that, while he was with them, they 
would not make war on their Cree enemies. 
. He wanted the priest to carry a white flag bearing 
a Red Cross as a sign easily recognized and to be 
respected by all. (This proviso is quite obviously 
the result of Father Lacombe's conferences with the 
chief and his people.) The interview caused the 
bishop to decide upon what Father Lacombe had 
been urging for some time-the foundation of 
another mission nearer the Fort, where the Blackfeet 
could be assembled from time to time. 
There was still another reason influencing the 
bishop. Each year increasing numbers of Metis 
were abandoning their nomad-life to settle about the 
mission and learn to farm. Father Lacombe in his 
numerous excursions through the country had seen 
many places with better soil than that about the lake; 
where also there were no muskegs to trap unwary 
cattle in spring. 
Consequently during the bishop's visit it was ar- 
rang'ed the two should visit these points. 
They made long trips into t.he country by dog- 
train and snowshoes. One day, they reached a fine 
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hill overlooking the Sturgeon valley, where that 
pretty river winds on itself in many curves and Big 
Lake gleams in the distance. The prospect at once 
held the bishop's attention. 



VIII 


STANDING on this hill-top, where Father Lacombe 
had so often paused to rest his dog-train, the two 
pioneers made a halt. They surveyed the broad 
valley intently, refreshing themselves with a choice 
morsel of pemmican as they did so. The Bishop 
finally turned from his survey and said: 
ulJlo1
 Père
 the site is indeed magnificent. I 
choose it for the new mission, and I want it to be 
called St. Albert, in honour of your patron." 
Father Lacombe acquiesced in this order, which 
was, he confesses, quite agreeable to him. Then the 
bishop planted his staff in the snow where they stood, 
. 
saYIng: 
"Here you will build the chapel!" 
And on the exact spot where the staff had been 
planted, Father Lacombe a few months later erected 
the altar of the mission chapel. 
Friends of Father Lacombe-ãware of his intui- 
tive kno,vledge of human nature and the subtle 
diplomacy hidden under his most naïve and simple 
plainsman's exterior-will gather from this incident, 
as on numerous other occasions with Indians and 
whites, that Father Lacombe had his companion do 
exactly what he wanted him to do. . And all 
8
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the while the bishop felt he was the prime mover in 
it alII 
It was now 1861, and Ste. Anne mission had 
arrived at a period ,vhere life meant a peaceful round 
of work. This was not ,vhat the ardent nature of 
Father Lacombe desired. lIe turned with eagerness 
in the springtime to the building of the new mission. 
Father Remas was preparing then to go up to Jasper 
IIouse to hold missions for the Indians there. Father 
Caer, who had come in the previous summer to replace 
Father Frain, ,vas to go to the prairies with the 
hunters for four months. Ste. Anne was almost 
deserted by pastors and flock. 
The snow had melted from the face of Ollr good old 
IJlother
 as some of his Indians called the Earth, when 
Father Lacombe got ponies, oxen and farm imple- 
ments together, and with the devoted N onnand 
couple for servants made his way to the big hill by 
the Sturgeon. They pitched their skin tents on the 
summit of ala chère colline:'"' After l\Iass on the fol- 
lowing morning Father Lacombe walked out over 
his new domain, showing its beauties to the apprecia- 
tive l\Ietis couple with all the delights of a landed 
proprietor. 
Early on l\Ionday morning Father Lacombe, 
l\Iichel and two other Metis crossed the river to the 
spruce forest on the opposite hill and began to get 
out logs for the buildings. But before the first stroke 
was put in the trees, the four knelt, as Father 
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Lacombe directed, and asked the Great l\laster to 
bless their work. 
Soon the forest rang with the strokes of their axes, 
and Rose-the wife of l\Iichel-in her tent listened 
with delight to the echoes as she boiled the dried meat 
for their noonday meal. 
For ten days the logging continued, one of the 
oxen being employed to haul the logs to the site. A 
saw-pit was made, and logs sawed under the young 
priest's instruction. l\Ieanwhile two of the men were 
employed in clearing and breaking the soil. 
There was only one plough: Father Lacombe was 
anxious to cultivate as great an area as possible; so 
he arranged that one man should plough part of the 
day with two oxen, whtle the other man with another. 
yoke should plough late Into the night. This was 
possible because of the long twilight of the Saskatche- 
wan valley. 
Very soon a number of the Ste. Anne l\letis and 
freemen turned up at the new mission, preferring it 
to the summer hunt for a novelty. The men began 
to get timber for houses; the women were set to work 
on a large communal garden ,vhere caITots, onions, 
beets, cabbages, turnips and other vegetables were 
sown in abundance. But the ruling-spirit of all this 
activity; now in the saw-pit, now at work on the 
houses, again in the fields-was Father Lacombe, 
altogether happy in finding an adequate outlet for 
his energy. 
All through the spring the work progressed. July 
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came and the fertile grainlands on the hilltop ,vere 
touched with the colour of the harvest. Father 
Lacombe and his regiment of workers were enjoying 
their own potatoes and vegetables. The houses which 
had risen "by enchantment," as the Genius of the 
place declared, ,vould soon be ready for habitation. 
They ,vere quite seemly structures for the period and 
the place, all being fitted ,vith floors and doors and 
windows, as well as shingles on the roofs made by 
the Genius and his zealous helpers. 
Autumn came-the incomparable golden :J.utumn 
of the western prairies, and the harvests were reaped 
and stacked, golden tents on the stripped fields. The 
vegetables were covered away in root-cellars on the 
side of the hill. The grain .that had not properly 
matur
d was stacked for feed for the cattle and pigs, 
,vhile the rest was threshed and brought to the Com- 
pany's grist-mill at Fort Edmonton. 
Alexis and some noted hunters went out to the 
plains for buffalo: others at the mission brought home 
each night tempting stores of wild ducks from the 
marshy ponds fringing the Lake. . . . uQu-'il 
e.tait delicieuæ pour les Jlétis comme pour tlndien-, 
ce te17tps de t Age d'Or, quand la chasse etait encore 
abondantet' Father Lacombe writes rapturously. 
"How full of delights for the l\Ietis as for 
the Indian, this Golden Age when the Hunt was still 
abundant I"
 
By this time twenty l\Ietis families had been 
attracted to St. Albert, and were working on their 
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houses or lodges for the ,vinter. . And with 
all this the heart of Father Lacombe ,vas very glad. 
In September a young traveller was carried into 
the mission terribly wounded by the accidental dis- 
charge of his gun. Father Lacombe put him in his 
own bed, where he and l\1ichel did everything they 
could for him. They dressed his terrible wound, 
mitigating his numbed terror by their sympathy. He 
lingered a couple of weeks. 
The unfortunate youth' was from Hamilton, 
Ontario. Father Lacombe never enquired what his 
business in the west had been, and he has long ago 
forgotten his name, but at the time he wrote to the 
man's family and received a grateful response from 
them. 
The following year, 1862, Father Lacombe says 
he opened-"with my axe in my hand"-at ,vork on 
buildings for the new mission. In the spring he 
decided there must be a bridge across the Sturgeon 
at the foot of the hill. The river was greatly s,vollen 
this season a11d crossing doublJT difficult, yet he held 
to his custom of attending the Fort on every alternate 
Sunday to celebrate l\Iass. The previous summer 
he had built a small scow or raft, which he used as 
a ferry, s"\vimming his pony across. 
"But I grew so tired of this," he told me once. 
"I say to myself one day-'I'll make a bridge.' 
N ext Sunday after l\1:ass I went outside and called 
aloud: 
" 'l\/Iy friends, I'm finished to cross that way in the 
I 
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,vater walking in the mud on the bank and pushing 
the scow. I'll build me a bridge, and if any of you 
do not help me-that man will not cross on the bridge: 
he will go through the water. Yes, I will have a 
man there to watch.' 
"N ext morning that whole settlement came out 
with me. They brought axes, ropes, everything we 
need. I put an old Canadien freeman as supervisor, 
and in three days we had a solid bridge. While they 
worked I fed them all, with pemmican and tea." 
For a long time this ,vas known along the Saskat- 
chewan as The Bridge. Lord l\Iilton and Cheadle 
noted it as the only bridge they had seen in the Hud- 
son's Bay Territory. To the inhabitants it was a 
marvel. Like children they crossed and re-crossed 
it scores of times at first simply for the delight and 
novelty of it. 
The bridge built and the convent ,veIl advanced, 
Father Lacombe decided he should go over the 
prairies to St. Boniface to report to his bishop and 
bring back the yearly supplies of the missions from 
Outside. At that time it had become necessary to 
pay the Indians and l\Ietis for work. A man's hire 
,vas one skin a day, which meant that he must be paid 
in goods to the value of one beaver-skin. 
Anticipating the need of several workmen at the 
new mission, Father Lacombe decided to secure as 
large a supply of goods as possible. To avoid pay- 
ing the high freight rates of the Company, he organ- 
ized now a brigade of Red River carts-the historical 
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wooden conveyance of western Canada, which has 
creaked its commonplace way into history as effectu- 
ally as did Boadicea's more brilliant chariot. 
This was the first brigade of carts to cross the 
prairies with freight between Fort Edmonton and 
the Red River. 
The voyage across the prairies was made each way 
in one month, and on his return in August Father 
Lacombe brought with him an Oblate novice, Brother 
Scollen, to open a school for the children at Fort 
Edmonton. This school 1 -the first regular school 
to be opened west of l\Ianitoba-was held in a log- 
house ,vithin the Fort, and there were t\venty pupils, 
the children ot the Company's clerks and servants. 
'.fhey were not scholars of a conventional type. 
l\Iany of them wore deerskin garments and leggings, 
and carried lumps of pemmican or dried meat in their 
pockets as dainties. At the sound of the voyageurs
 
songs or cheers in autumn, they flew like arro\vs from 
their bows out to the bank to welcome the brigade 
home. "\\Then gunshot signals arose from the south- 
ern bank, they rushed to see what stranger would 
return in the boat sent across from the Fort. They 
were wild as hares. 
This autumn in descending the ladder from a trap- 


1 It is worth recording that only forty-five years later over one hun- 
dred students of the new University of Alberta could look across the 
Saskatchewan at the deserted gray Fort, from which this school-house 
had long before vanished-and speak of the Fort and all pertaining to 
it as something connected with an age quite remote. . . . So quickly 
has this Age made progress in the 'Vest! 
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door in the storehouse loft, Father Lacombe missed 
his footing. The ladder slipped, his load of tools 
fell and instinctively grasping the floor above him, 
the heaVJT trapdoor crashed down on his hand. He 
called: no one came. 
He gre,v faint, and in his impatience fearing death 
would result, he fumbled in his pocket for his knife, 
planning to cut his hand off at the wrist. The knife 
was not there. Rallying his strength for one 
desperate effort, he drew his body up, crashed on the 
door with his head and hand. . It moved 
slightly-he wrenched his hand out, and fell to the 
floor unconscious. 
Michel and Rose, greatly distressed, found him 
there a little later, still unconscious, and for fifteen 
days his hapd was so shockingly bruised he was unable 
to celebrate l\Iass. 
By the end of this year-l 862-St. Albert had 
assumed an air of pastoral permanence. The fol- 
lowing year opened peacefully enough for the little 
colony. In the spring Father Lacombe sent Father 
Caer with some l\Ietis to St. Boniface with the carts, 
while he remained at his post-an energizing spirit- 
putting in the grain crops, building a grist-mill and 
completing the shelter for the nuns, while work was 
, begun on a larger house for them. 
The past winter had been so hard that the Indians 
and some traders were in a state of semi-starvation 
for months. The Crees and Blackfeet made peace, 
because they needed all their energies for the hunt. 
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Fort Edmonton, in spite of its traditional stores, knew 
the nip of want toward the end of ,vinter, but at St. 
Albert the little colony's store of dried meat ,vas eked 
out with vegetables and grain from the mission-farm 
snd fish dried in the autumn. 
The Genius presiding there no,v became even more 
anxious to assure them a continual supply of food, 
and with this intention he set to work upon a flour-mill 
that he had ordered from St. Boniface ,vith the last 
)Tear's carts. His day-dreams already showed him 
grain-fields yellowed for the harvest and extending 
to all points of "this dear hillside." He gave small 
!)rizes to the 
Ietis for putting in large crops on their 
o"rn farms, and the system proved effectiye. 
'Vith the help of an American adventurer, who had 
sought the free hOSIJitality of the mission during the 
,vinter, Father Lacombe set up the machinery of his 
little mill. It was a vexing task, for neither of the 
amateurs understood their work. 'Vith the machin- 
ery once placed, there was more trouble ahead taming 
the Indian ponies to furnish power. 
l\iore strenuously than their human prototypes 
these bronchos resisted the yoke of civilization, the 
drudgery of modern industry. Father Lacombe was 
determined, though. His will, that later proved a 
match for ,vhole Indian tribes, ,vas not to be over- 
come by bronchos. By degrees they were broken in, 
and on occasions when they were simply "furious," 
Father Lacombe resorted to the use of oxen, with a 
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l\Ietis sitting near to touch them up when they 
lagged. 
Like a verse out of the history of The-House-that- 
Jack-built is the passage written by Father Lacombe 
to a benefactor in Quebec concerning "the wild ponies 
that turn the big wheel that catches the cogs of a 
little wheel, that pulls round the band that sets the 
millstones in motion . . ." to grind the flour for 
the colony of St. Albert. 
"llaving neither blacksmiths, nor iron, nor imple- 
ments the supply of power to our invention was often 
interrupted. However, we at last made 
flour-to the great admiration of our people." 
This was the first horse-po,ver mill erected on the 
,vestern plains, and it had a somewhat varied course 
not unattended by misfortune. 



IX 


IN August of this year, Governor Dallas of the 
Hudson's Bay ComlJany arrived at Fort Edmonton 
on a tour of inspection. 
With 1\11". Christie he went riding out to see the 
mission, which had become the one point of interest 
easily accessible to the Fort. Furthermore, Dallas, 
who had come not long before from Oregon, and had 
shared there in the Company's determined opposition 
to the entry of American settlers, was suspicious of 
!1-"ather Lacombe's little colony, where the freemen 
and l\Ietis were giving all their time to farming 
instead of trapping furs as the Company's dividends 
demanded they should. 
Ilis irritation attained its height when he reached 
the Sturgeon. There stood The Bridge! The boast 
of the settlement it might be, but as surely plain evi- 
dence of the intrusion of the ,vhite n1an and his unin- 
vited Progress. Tut! tut! this ,vas enough to make 
any Company man of the old school grow hot. Could 
not the Gentlemen Adventurers have built bridges 
over every stream in the west if they had wanted to 
see them there? And here was this priest building 
one with its invitation to settlers-the thin edge of 
the wedge of civilization being thrust in. 
9Q 
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"Have that bridge removed to-morrow," Dallas 
ordered Christie sternly, and the Chief Factor 
assented quietly. At the mission dinner-table, 
where he was regaled with the best of its cream and 
the choicest of its vegetables, the stal,vart Governor 
grew hot again, but this time "\vith a sort of admira- 
tion. Emphasizing his relnarks ,vith strokes of his 
heavy fist on the little table, he said to Christie: 
"See the thrifty ,yay in which these missioners make 
the most of everything, in spite of their poverty. See 
how with all our resources anù our hundreds of serv- 
ants, our Forts are falling to ruin, "\vhi]e these priests 
who come into the country ,vith nothing but a little 
book under their arm"-referring to the Breviary 
which Father Lacombe had under his arnl-"they are 
perforn1Ïng wonders. 
"Their houses spring up from the ground like 
trees-growing bigge! and better all the time; while 
our Forts are tumbling to ruin. Sir, things must be 
. d '" 
Improve . 
Before long things were changed at Fort Edmon- 
ton, but when the old Governor-in whom the sterner 
traditions of the Company seemed embodied-had 
gone on his way again, no hand was lifted at 1\11". 
Christie's order against The Bridge. The Factor 
had no intention of working such an injustice upon 
his friend. 
In 1863 Lord Milton and his travelling companion, 
w. B. Cheadle, visited St. Albert. They had already 
spent one dreary winter in a log hut built by them- 
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selves in the vicinity of Fort Carleton. Like most 
people on the plains that season they had kno,vn ,vhat 
it was to feel hungry. At Fort Edmonton, ,vhere 
Richard Hardisty was now in charge during 
Christie's absence, the travellers had to spend some 
time waiting for horses and guides to push on to the 
mountains. 
Meanwhile they visited St. Albert and relate in 
their book of travels: 
"At Lake St. Alban's, about nine miles north of 
the Fort, a colony of freemen-i. e., half-breeds who 
have left the service of the Company-have formed 
a small settlement which is presided over by a Romish 
priest. Some forty miles beyond is the ancient col- 
ony of Lake St. Ann's of similar character, but with 
more numerous inhabitants. 
"Soon after our arrivall\Ir. Hardisty informed us 
that five grizzly bears had attacked a band of horses 
belonging to the priest of St. Albans and afterwards 
pursued two men who were on horseback-one of 
whom, being very badly mounted, narrowly escaped 
by the stratagem of throwing down his coat and cap, 
which the bears stopped to tear to pieces. The priest 
had arranged to have a grand hunt on the morrow 
and we resolved to join in the sport. 
"We carefully prepared guns and revolvers and at 
daylight next morning drove over with Baptiste to 
St. Alban's. 'Ve found a little colony of some 
twenty houses built on the rising ground near a small 
lake and river. A substantial wooden bridge spanned 
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the latter, the only structure of the kind we had seen 
in the Hudson's Bay territory. 
"The priest's house was a pretty white building 
,vith garden arounù it and adjoining it the chapel, 
school and nunnery. The worthy Father, 
I. 
Lacombe, was standing in front of his d,velling as 
we came up, and we at once introduced ourselves and 
inquired about the projected bear-hunt. lIe wel- 
con1ed us very cordially, and informed us that no day 
had yet been fixed, but that he intended to preach 
a crusade against the marauders on the follu\ving 
Sunday, when a time should be appointed for the 
half-breeds to assemble for the hunt." 
"Père Lacombe ,vas an exceedingly intelligent 
man, and we found his society very agreeable. 
Although a French-Canadian he spoke English very 
fluently and his knowledge of the Cree language was 
acknowledged by the half-breeds to be superior to 
their own. Gladly accepting his invitation to stay 
and dine, ,ve follo,ved him into his house, ,vhich con- 
tained only a single room with a sleeping loft above. 
"The furniture consisted of a small table and a 
couple of rough chairs, and the walls were adorned 
,vith several coloured prints, amongst which were a 
portrait of II is Holiness the Pope, another of the 
Bishop of Red River, and a picture representing some 
very substantial and stolid looking angels lifting very 
jolly saints out of the flames of purgatory. 
"After a capital dinner of soup, fish and dried 
meat with delicious vegetables ,ve strolled around the 
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settlement in company with our host. He showed us 
several very respectable farms, with rich cornfields, 
large bands of horses and herds of cattle. lIe had 
devoted himself to improving the condition of his 
flock, had brought out at a great expense ploughs and 
other farming implements for their use, and was at 
the present completing a corn-mill to be worked by 
horse- po,ver. 
"lIe had built a chapel and established schools for 
the half-breed children. The substantial bridge we 
had crossed was the result of his exertions. Alto- 
gether this little settlement was the most flourishing 
community we had seen since leaving Red River, and 
it must be confessed that the Romish Priests far excel 
their Protestant brethren in missionary enterprise 
and influence. 
"They have established stations at Isle a la Crosse, 
St. Alban's, St. Ann's, and other places, far out of 
the wilds, undeterred by danger or hardship, and 
gathering half-breeds and Indians around them, have 
taught with considerable success the elements of civ- 
ilization as well as religion; while the latter remain 
inert enjoying t.he ease and comfort of the Red River 
settlement, or at most make an occasional summer's 
visit to some of the nearest Posts." 1 


1 In this last statement the travellers were rather severe, for al- 
though the Catholic missionaries certainly had gone into the wilder- 
ness in vastly larger numbers than any other, and had worked in 
heroic fashion, there were at that time two missionaries of the Church of 
England in the l\Iackenzie district, where the first went in 1859; while on 
the Upper Saskatchewan the Rev. Mr. Woolsey, a Wesleyan preacher, 
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This year with St. Albert completely hewn out of 
the forest and all matters progressing favourably, 
Father Lacombe felt his old desire to go far out into 
the plains to meet the Blackfeet in their own country. 
Taking his Alexis and a half-breed J{ootenai and 
Cree, named Francois, who spoke some Blackfoot, 
he rode forth with plenty of dried meat for provi- 
SIons. 
For the first time he carried with him his Red Cross 
flag-a small white pennon about two feet by one 
and a half, with a red Cross emblazoned on it. It 
was the signal agreed upon with the Blackfoot chief 
at Ste. Anne in 1860. The little party scoured the 
plains due south and southeast of Fort Edmonton, 
but Father Lacombe's time was so occupied with the 
bands of Crees he met first that he finally returned 
to the mission without meeting any but one small 
camp of Blackfeet. 
It was during this journey to the prairies that 
Father Lacombe had his famous encounter with the 
Sorcerer and medicine-man, White-Eagle, the ruling 
spirit in a camp of over 300 hostile pagan Crees of 
the plains. 


had succeeded his kindly little predecessor, Mr. Rundle, and bad a 
mission at Pigeon Lake. 
In this year, too, the Rev. George 
IacDougall of the Methodist 
Church came into the Edmonton country. The latter was a man to 
whose useful life and fine character Father Lacombe gladly testifies in 
fraternal charity. He came after Milton and Cheadle's visit, however, 
and they had naturally drawn their conclusions from what they saw; 
meeting zealous French priests at every post and none of any other 
race or creed. 
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For days the missionary camped with his Alexis 
within their circle of tepees-unwelcomed, while he 
and his religion were most subtly misrepresented and 
reviled by the medicine-man. To this Father La- 
cOHlbe opposed a subtlety and determination that more 
than matched White Eagle, and a do,ver of the "faith 
that moves mountains." l\Iounting llÍs pony at da,vn 
one day he rode outside the circle of tents holding 
his crucifix high in one hand and his Red Cross flag 
in the other. He raised the Indian chant of Ho-ho- 
ye-hi; then called upon the Inùians to rise and hear 
his story, for he would talk to them again. 
The Indians gathered about him again, and this 
time White Eagle's arguments were so completely 
overturned that the indignant medicine-man left the 
camp and before long almost the entire camp became 
Christian. 
Father Lacombe returned to St. Albert for the re-- 
rnainder of the year with occasional visits to Fort 
Edlnonton, which under William Christie's sway had 
assumed an improved aspect. 
A house and chapel built for Father Lacombe 
stood just west of the Big House. This was un- 
doubtedly intended not only to please the priest who 
was a warm friend of Christie, but to provide the 
Fort as well with a lightning-rod against the wrath 
of the Blackfeet. 
In the following spring-in 1864-for the first 
time in Father Lacombe's recollection the Blackfeet 
threatened the peace of Fort Edmonton. 
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A large party-over seven hundred in all-had 
come ÏIl to trade, and were camped for some days on 
the hill behind the Fort. The meado,vs were alive 
with ponies, dogs and people, until one day after the 
trading had been concluded the order for departure 
was cried through the encampment-much to the re- 
lief of the Gentlemen Traders. 
The lodges ,vere pulled down and bound with 
thongs: the party dropped easily into marching-orde
", 
a file of hunters ,vinding down the steep path to the 
river which ,vas then lo,v and easily forded. They 
made a picturesque array-lusty strong-featured 
bronzed men and ,vomen ,yith lithe half-naked bodies 
and faces streaked with vern1ilion. The leaders wore 
eagle-feathers in their hair: the men ,vere for the most 
part naked but for a buffalo-robe caught around 
them: the ,vornen wore decorated tunics of antelope- 
skin or blue cloth and richly Leaded gaiters. }\tlen 
and ,von1en alike sat their sure-footed bronchos with 
the ease of the plainsman, their primitive chattels 
fastened to travoix dragged behind the ponies. 
The band had already crossed the Saskatchewan 
and their straggling numbers were climbing the trail 
up the wooded banks on the south side-,vhen the 
trouble began. A Sarcee had lingered behind the 
party, and standing by the Indian Gate near the 
southeast bastion was intent upon a horse deal with 
Flatboat l\IcLaine. Joe l\IcDonald and a man 
named Smith stood near helping l\IcLaine in the bar- 
ter. Smith was endeavouring to make a deal for a 
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bundle of old clothes and a quantity of alcohol in an 
old painkiller bottle. 
With vigorous pantomime he ,vould first let the In- 
dian smell the alcohol, then pointing to the bottle and 
the clothes-magnificently proffer the whole for the 
horse. The Indian dallied: he wanted more-for a 
pony in those days was worth fifty to sixty skins. 
. . . Suddenly a small party of Cree warriors 
slipped around the bastion from the south side: with- 
out warning Little Pine, their leader, emptied his 
rifle into the Sarcee's thighs. 
The Sarcee brave fell forward, mortally wounded, 
blood gushing from mouth and nostrils. l\IcLaine 
seizing the body dragged it to the southeastern gate 
while the Crees made off, firing wild as they went. 
The Sarcee's wife in dumb agony ran to throw her 
arms around the bleeding body: she was pulled into 
the courtyard by the men, and the gates speedily 
closed by the steward. 1 
Father Lacombe was seated writing in his quarters. 
Startled there by the cry that a Blackfoot had been 
killed he hurried out to find the unfortunate Sarcee 
drenched in blood on the floor of the Indian Hall. 
His squaw crouched beside him moaning piteously
 


1 Malcolm Groat, the son of Alexander Groat, a popular drill-sergeant 
in Wellington's army in the Peninsular War, was steward of Fort 
Edmonton for several years. He was born in Glasgow and is a de- 
scendant of that J an Groote who came from Holland early in the 
eighteenth century, and for services rendered had bestowed on him by 
King James II those lands upon which John O'Groat's house came to 
be built. Malcolm Groat came to Edmonton House from Scotland by 
\18 i way of the Hudson's Bay in 186fl. 
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The ,varrior was not dead, and ,vhen his wounds were 
dressed, he was put in the care of Steward Groat 
and carried to a bed of blankets in the latter's 
room. 
IIis wife stayed with him, crouching beside him like 
a stricken animal, moaning softly ,vith heart-breaking 
poignancy. Groat called on 
IcLaine to keep him 
company through this vigil, and l\IcLaine-a good- 
hearted rough fellow-essayed to explain to the 
,voman by signs that if her husband needed any as- 
sistance through the night she was to call himself and 
Groat. The t,vo men climbed therewith to their 
bunks. 
The well-meant offer only roused the pair to alarm, 
and from soft moans their voices raised to weird 
death-chants and cries, alternating 'Yith calls for "La- 
combe!" or "Brazeau!" qroat finally brought the 
interpreter Brazeau and after he had reassured the 
unfortunate pair that no harm was meant to either by 
l\IcLaine, they kept stoically quiet for the rest of 
the night. 
For a couple of days the warrior lingered-then 
died. His body was buried under the trees in the 
Fort burying-ground by the river, and the woman 
laden with gifts ,vas sent back to her own people. 
Some ,veeks later a war-party of Blackfeet re- 
turned to the Fort. They ,vere met far outside the 
gates by Brazeau, who had enjoyed a reputation 
alnong them for fearlessness since his Missouri days. 
He conducted the chiefs to the Indian Hall, where 
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Christie and Father Lacombe smoked the calumet 
with them and sent them home laden with gifts. 
About July of this year Dr. Rae, the explorer, 
passed through Fort Edmonton on his way to British 
Columbia. As all travellers did at the time, when 
they .had heard of the little Utopia north of the Fort, 
he went out to see it and its founder. 
"Ah, my crops ,vere fine. The place-it looked 
-yes, heavenly!" Father Lacombe recalls with en- 
thusiasm. "j-\.nd Dr. Rae, he was astonished, he say 
to me, to see such grain. 
"At this time Alexis, mon fameux Alexis-, had some 
growth on his hand, big as a bird's egg and soft, and 
the pain burned him. "Then Dr. Rae came out to us 
-like a Providence-l had him look at it, but Alexis 
said he was afraid to have anything done for it. I 
said to Rae, "'Then I talk to Alexis and he is turn 
from you-cut it quick with your lance!'-He did, 
and it cured the hand. l\Iy poor Alexis!" 
The crops that year were particularly good, and 
Father Lacombe, anticipating plenty of work for his 
mill, tried to improve it. With the Brother Bowes 
he built a <lall 1 on the Sturgeon to provide power. In 
June a steady downpour of rain made the lake and 
riv'ers rise; small creeks swelled to the size of young 
rivers; the dam ,vas threatened with destruction. 
Fearing the ,vorst Father Lacombe got on his 
horse and galloped round the settlement calling on his 
people to come and help him. They hung lanterns 
in the trees by the riverside and all night worked un- 
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der his direction digging a canal at the bend above 
the mill-dam. The water was diverted from its 
regular course, pressure on the dam was relieved 
and that precious bit of frontier workmanship 
saved. 
A surprise was now in store for Father Lacombe. 
Shortly before the brigade returned from Norway 
House Richard IIardisty, the young trader at Rocky 
l\iountain House, had been down to the Red River. 
He brought back word to Father Lacombe that a 
brother of his was coming up by boat. A few days 
later as the newcomer, a slim youth of eighteen, rode 
out to the mission the two met on the St. Albert 
trail. 
Gaspard Lacombe was a straight, self-reliant 
youth, less emotional than the missionary, yet resem- 
bling him strangely in face and figure. The lure of 
the open trail, that in Albert Lacombe had been over- 
come by his studies and ambitions, had conquered 
Gaspard. Suddenly leaving school at fourteen he 
set out roaming with a young man down through 
Virginia and Kentucky and back again through Ohio 
to Ontario--working his way as he went. 
He returned home. To please his family he held 
a clerkship in Montreal for eig'hteen months. The 
wanderlust again seized him and off he went to Al- 
bany.. Here a letter came from his mother, enclosing 
one from Father Lacombe, in which he alluded to 
American miners who had made their first find of 
Saskatchewan gold. 
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1Vithin five hours Gaspard was on board a train 
for St. Paul. 
The next summer he surprised Richard Hardisty at 
Fort Garry by asking to be taken to Edmonton 
House. 
"But, you little fellow," the Edmonton man pro- 
tested, "your brother ,viII be vexed if I take you away 
back there!" 
Gaspard, not unlike his brother in his determina- 
tion, finally had his ,vay, and as we have seen arrived 
at St. Albert. 
Shortly after his arrival Gaspard Lacombe accom- 
panied his brother out to Beaver Hills, where a big 
encampment of Crees were driving buffalo into 
pounds to slaughter them. 
"Ah learned then," says Gaspard in his soft 
Southern accent, "what the Sisters meant when they 
wahned me that Father Lacombe gave everything 
away. l\Ia dear! the first day he gave away ma red 
flannel shirt-the only one Ah had in nla sack-be- 
cause he had nothing himself but what he wore. 
. lIeu! the vermin and cold were so bad Ah 
only stayed three days in the camp; some half-breeds 
passed bound for St. Albert. I joined them-Ah'd 
have left sooner if I could!" 
From Beaver Hills Father Lacombe went to 
Rocky l\Iountain I-Iouse to instruct a party of Black- 
feet. One morning outside the gates he was hailed by 
a weary partJT 1 of American miners, half-famished 


1 Jimmy Gibbons, who recalled these details for me at Edmonton in 
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and footsore. Thev had lived on horseflesh from the 
01 
Devil's Lake to the Red River, ,vhere the Blackfeet 
had stolen all the rest of their horses. A fresh travoix 
trail had providentially guided them in to the post. 
Father Lacombe led them into the Fort entrusting 
them to the hospitality of Richard Hardisty, the trader 
in charge. Savoury rabbit-stew, the best the post 
could offer, was set before the hungry men and de- 
voured with relish. 
Through Idaho and l\Iontana, at Buffalo Hump 
and Orafino, in Bitter-root Valley, at Bannock and 
Pike's Peak, then up in the I{ootenays-the strangers 
had known miner's luck, until now, drawn by the 
pale lure of Saskatchewan gold they had come on this 
voyage of mischance. 


o 


. 


. 


. 
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It was in December, 1864, that the Rev. Father 
Vandenburghe of France arrived at St. Albert with 
Bishop 'ïache on a tour of inspection. Before their 
departure on January 9, new posts were assigned to 
Fat.her Lacombe and his colleagues. As fond par- 
ents do with their children at Christmas, the Superiors 
had tried to give each his heart's desire-and so there 
fell to the lot of Father Lacombe "the mission of 
coursing the prairies to try and reach the poor savage 
Crees and Blackfeet." 


1909, was one of the party-himself a red-shirted miner in California 
for years before when there still were "deadfalls" in the saloons along 
the waterfront of 'Frisco, and when a man could spend at PlacerviIIe 
on Sunday most of the gold he had washed out of the rich gulches dur- 
ing the week. 
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Father Lacombe was frankly delighted with his 
lot; St. Albert was becoming U trop civilise.J.J for him, 
and his happy experience in the plains-Cree camp 
had unsettled him for the mission-routine. "I was 
dismissed from the prefecture of St. Albert and given 
a free field to course after the Crees and Blackfeet on 
the prairies. Behold me in my element 1 Laetatus 
Sll'ln in his quae dicta sunt l1tihit.J 
'Vïth all the ardours of his warm nature Father 
Lacombe burned to reach every tribe on the plains- 
group after group, to gather these poor nomads in 
fresh colonies to live there in pastoral contentment 
and certainty of food. As each settlement was 
formed it would be his aim to turn it over to some of 
his younger brethren, while he pushed on again into 
the wilds \vith his Red Cross flag and his plough to 
bring into Christian submission still other bands of 
savages. 



x 


FATHER LACO::\IBE was now to be the missionary 
free-lance of the plains-to come and go as he would. 
It is ,vith difficulty we follo,v the red and white 
glealns of his flag during the next six years. It was 
constantly appearing at the most unexpected points 
on the prairie between the Bow River and the Peace, 
the foothills and the Saskatchewan Forks. 
This was his immense hunting-ground for souls- 
an area inhabited by eight different tribes-and his 
fearlessness, energy and daring there so matched 
those qualities in the bravest of their chiefs that they 
came to regal'd him as a great Christian medicine- 
Dlan. 
Yet there must have been other qualities in him 
more noticeable. For the Indian, when he names a 
,,"hite man, tries to sum up in one phrase the most 
striking qualities of the man-and to the Crees }'ather 
Lacombe ,vas always known in this period as Ka- 
miyo-atchakwe (The l\Ian-of-the-Beautiful-Soul). 
To the various Blackfeet tribes he was Arsou.s-lcitsi- 
rarpi (The 
Ian-of-the-Good-Heart). 
On .January 17, 186i5, he left St. Albert with his 
man Alexis and four good dogs hauling a toboggan- 
sleig'h on which they had all the equipment necessary 
for several ,veeks-blankets and buffalo-robes for 
107 
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sleeping in, an axe, Alexis' gun and provisions of 
dried meat for both dogs and men UEt puis, 
nous voila en marche t''' 
At Fort Edmonton 1\11". Christie's hand was taken 
in greeting, as the friendly Factor wished them God- 
speed. They pushed on, breaking the trail for the 
dogs where it ,vas necessary. The trip ,vas made 
,vithout hardship until the third morning out, ,vhen 
they ,yoke to a heavy sno\v storm and cutting wind. 
'The morning meal was eaten quickly, for they re- 
solved to reach the Cree camp near the Red Deer 
River that night. 
uMarche
 PaplJillon! lJlarches, mes chiens!" the 
little missionary urged in encouragement, and his 
good dogs set off in the teeth of the wind, the travel- 
lers in turn breaking the ,yay for them ,vith snow- 
shoes. There ,vas "a s,veet zephyr blowing, and the 
temperature must have been forty degrees below 
zero," Father Lacombe recalls. 
l\ien talk little on these trips: there was but an 
occasional, "Are you cold, Alexis?" and "Not yet- 
but you, mon Père?H_"Courage! I'm holding out 
well. " 
Nibbling at dried meat instead of pausing for a 
meal they pushed on and reached the Crees' camp at 
night. 
"A person must have experienced a similar arrival 
to have any idea of this," Father Lacombe writes in 
his l\Iemoirs. "The darkness, the deafening howls 
of the dogs, the yells of the Crees, the remains of 
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butchered anilnals lying about-and then the cold 
"\\Thich devours you I" 
But a Christian chief-Abraham J{:iyiwin-who 
recognized the priest at o
e drew him into his tent 
and lnade the two rest there after they had eaten a 
stealning dish of buffalo-Ineat. Even though the hour 
,vas late, SOlne of the men came to talk: with the 
Blackrobe, squatting about him on the robes near the 
fire. He quickly dlslnissed theln how eyer ; he wanted 
"a pleasant slnoke, a bit of prayer and then-to bed." 
But not to sleep, with the dogs-"a band of thieves" 
-pro,vling around the tent half the night! In a 
dozing state he heard one gna,v at a bone close by- 
and he sleepily wonders if the)T would tear his own 
body with their strong ,vhite teeth. But he is too 
tired to continue the speculation...-uC
est egal: on 
dortn-IIe drops to sleep. 
For six ,veeks he laboured alnong. these Crees, and 
here as always on the plains-Iniss ion his days passed 
in a regular routine. If he could get a good tepee, 
"There there ,vas no snow, or the slnoke was not too 
thick he would set up a little portable chapel and be- 
gin the day with l\Iass. After his breakfast, eaten 
froln a rude dish as he squatted on the ground, he as- 
selnbled the "\\Tomen, teaching them catechisln, .prayers 
or hYlnns. 
Fifty WOlnen with almost as lnany infants I-and 
when these last began to cry-"I assure you," says 
Father Lacombe, "it was interesting-solnething then 
to try your patience." 
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At noon he was accustomed to call the children, 
both boys and girls about hÌIn and spent the afternoon 
teaching them. At least with them, he says, he en- 
. joyed peace and tranquillity. After the encamplnent 
had taken their evening meal his little bell was rung 
by Alexis passing up and down through the calnp 
like a crier, inviting all the men to the priest's tent. 
"Ah, this is sOlnething more serious and dignified," 
he recalls in his l\Ienloirs. "They come with their 
pipes-sometiInes we slnoked a calulnet, the cere- 
monial pipe. Then I take on an attitude more ma- 
jestic, more reserved, for these are the warriors, and 
they love ceremony. After each one has taken his 
place according to his ranl{, I intone in my finest 
voice a hymn. Then the serlnon. 
. "Then all to our knees-some squat ungratefully 
on their heels ! We pray-we sing, and at the last 
we pass about the calumet, whose slnoke like incense 
crowns the religious service." 
In addition to these meetings the missionary vis- 
ited the sick to be found in most calnps, and when he 
could, he administered healing drugs to them. Other 
diplolnatic visits were paid to pagans of the tribe, of 
whom there were usually some in each calnp. The 
most interesting of the Cree pagans-fVihaskokiseyin 
-Chief S,veet Grass, head chief of the nation, was 
in this camp, but to Father Lacolnbe as to other 
priests he would only reply on religious matters: 
"Leave me in peace. When my tÌIne COlnes I will 
tell you." Notwithstanding this withholding of his 
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personal adherence he was one of the best friends the 
priest had on the plains. 
Before his departure Father Lacombe held a coun- 
cil in which he outlined his new plan of action, in- 
viting the councillors to help him select a place as 
a permanent mission for the Cree Indians. They 
decided upon J(amaheskutewegak-" The-prairie- 
which-colnes-out-to-the-river," or as it ,vas nalned by 
Father Lacombe, l St. Paul des Cris. 
Shortly after his return to St. Albert at the end 
of February a deputation of Blacl{feet came for him, 
begging him to go with them. Their tribe was again 
stricken with a mysterious disease. They were help- 
less and panic-stricken. Father Lacolnbe hurried 
out to their camp and found theln down with typhoid. 
It was not serious, however. There were few deaths; 
and after a couple of weeks he could return to St. 
Albert. 
Here another call to Rocky 
Iountain House 
awaited hiIn. Other bands of Blackfeet were down 
with the same disease. He went, and ministered to 
them for some weeks. 
Early in l\Iay he rafted down the Saskatchewan to 
the site of his new establishlnent,2 one hundred and 
fifty miles east of Fort Edlnonton. The COlnpany 


1 This old Mission station is now named Brousseau. 
2 Father Lacombe has in his possession still the Journal of St. Paul 
de Cris, written on a sheaf of foolscap pages doubled to about four 
inches in width, with a tattered brown Manila cover. This, although 
not complete, keeps definite record of many of the goings and com- 
ings of Father Lacombe in those days-and fortunately so, for even 
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had objected to this site, claiming that it would draw 
away the Indians from Fort Pitt. 
But the Crees favoured it. Likewise the soil was 
so fertile and so easily broken that Father Lacombe 
determined to locate there in the hope of getting SOlne 
of the l\fetis and Indians to till the land as at St. 
Albert. He found a large encalnplnent of Crees, 
faithful to their promise, awaiting hÌIn. They 
greeted him with entJlusiasm, running into the water 
to pull his raft ashore. 
On this he and Alexis had fifty bushels of potatoes, 
seed-grain, a plow and provisions. His brother 
Gaspard and one Noel Courtepatte had conveyed 
other provisions over-land in ox-carts. As the multi- 
tude of Crees looked on with the interest of pros- 
pective owners the raft was unloaded. 
On the following day the eager young missionary 
started to plow. .The women and children flocked 
behind him, crushing the earth ,vith their hands into 
fine particles. A couple of days later ,vhen the 
ground was prepared it ,vas the women again who 
dropped the potatoes and vegetable-seeds. 
The men tacitly objected to taking any active part, 
and Father Lacombe soon found it was not l\Ietis 
he was dealing with here. lIe put himself to ,vork 
this spring quite as energetically as at St. Albert, 
but with less success and half-hearted assistance. En- 


his own memory, so retentive ordinarily of details, has but an incom- 
plete record of these days. His rapidity of movement confused even 
himself. 
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feebled perhaps by his unusual hardships and exer- 
tions of the past four months he fell ill. The third 
"reek in l\Iay he writes to Bishop Tache: 
"The heat of spring has changed the lllalady of 
the winter to a form of dysentery which carries off all 
,vhom it attacks. After tell days I alll almost over- 
come by it. All our work is stopped, and I can only 
minister to the sick. If this sickness carries me off, 
at least my sacrifice is made. I 'v ill die happy among 
my neophytes, ministering to them as long as I have 
strength." 
But he gradually recovered. Then as the Crees 
,vent off to the prairies to hunt buffalo he returned 
to St. Albert to convalesce. 
In June he returned, bringing his brother. To- 
gether they improved the "skeleton of a house" built 
the previous winter by Gaspard and Alexis. Gas- 
pard returned to St. Albert. For Father Lacolllbe 
it was: 
"Ilurrah for the prairies 1 We all went. We 
traversed creek after creek, swollen no,," to torrents; . 
but these were no obstacles to hungry Indians sigh- 
ing for fresh feasts of buffalo-meat. Hey! 
I am in my elelllent. 
Iy cart, IllY three horses, n1Y 
good Alexis, and our Blackfoot cook with whom I 
am studying the Blackfoot language, my tent, my 
chapel-case, mJT catechisms and objects of piety- 
behold, my church and presbytery I" he writes to the 
Forets. 
"To tell the truth, I alll as happy as a Prince of 
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the Church. My people, about half of whom are 
Christian and men of great prestige as hunters-they 
respect me, they love me. I feel like a king here, a 
new l\Ioses in the midst of this new camp of Israel. 
It is not the manna of the desert with which 
we are nourished, but it is the delicious buffalo- 
meat of the prairie which the good l\Iaster gives 
us." 


When they had travelled three days toward the 
great sea of the prairies the scouts ranging ahead 
wheeled back to signal to them-a herd of buffalo was 
ahead! On the moment came the order to pitch camp. 
The women and old men hastened about this duty, 
while the hunters saddled their ponies. Guns, 
powder, balls, whip and lasso-they sawall were in 
place. Soon they were ready for the command- 
the Hunt began 1 
Apart from the buffalo-hunts, which soon lost their 
novelty, the life on the plains was full of delight for 
Father Lacombe. By day the wide green prairies 
drenched in radiant sunshine were pleasing. At 
night, ,vhen the fury of the hunt was passed and 
darkness put an end to the toil of the WOlnen, the 
scene was still beautiful, day lingering long above the 
purple-black expanse of the plains. Then he tells 


us: 


"Seated on the fresh grass, with the vaulted skies 
sown with stars for our House of adoration, silence 
falls-the ravens and the little birds are asleep, but 
man keeps watch. It is then our songs of good-night 
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are sung to the Great Spirit-and how beautiful seem 
these hymns of the children of the wilderness 1 
"And there amidst theIn, happy in his lot, see this 
man in a soutane. How eloquent and fine it seelns 
to him to say to them in their o,vn language-taug
t 
by these fierce warriors-eGo, and sleep tranquilly, 
my children. l\Iay the Great Spirit bless you. Au 
revoir-till morning.' " 


. . 


Father Lacolnbe, desirous of dividing his new min- 
istry impartially between the Blackfoot nation and 
the Crees, directed his way south to,vard a large calnp 
of the former in October. He stayed some time with 
the Piegans and Bloods in the vicinity of the Red 
Deer River after he left St. Albert on October 23: 
then moved on to the camp of Chief N atous near 
Three Ponds, l where he arrived at the close of N 0- 
velnber. He was unaccompanied by Alexis and by 
a mere chance his young brother Gaspard was not 
\vith him. 
Father Lacombe had already undergone many 
hardships of the trail. He was now to realise the 
crowning hazard of Indian life-"a terrible accident, 
which," as Father Andre wrote in a letter 2 of Octo- 
ber 26, 1866, to Father LeFloch, "caIne near relnov- 
ing one of the most courageous and intrepid of our 
missionaries Pere Lacombe." 


1 The scene of this battle was near the Båttle River, some miles east 
of the present town of Hobbema. 
2 This letter is published in Vol. IV of the Quebec Rapports, in that 
portion devoted to chronicles of St. Boniface diocese. 



XI 


FOOD having become scarce in the south, N atolls 
with other Blackfoot chiefs had led his band to the 
extreme northern boundary of their hunting ground. 
Camped a short distance away were t\VO other bands 
of his nation, ,vhich Father Lacombe planned to visit 
when he had concluded his mission to the band of 
N atous. The IJOssibility of any warlike interruption 
to his plans did not occur to him. lIe was, ho\vever, 
to have his entire plans for the winter upset by a re- 
newal of the war bet,veen the Crees and Blackfeet. 
This battle tool{ place on the night of December 
the fourth. Father Lacombe was quartered in the 
lodge of Chief N atous. lIe and his savage host 
slumbered soundly on buffalo robes, their feet to the 
fire. . . . Suddenly harsh sounds forced them- 
selves to the chief's consciousness. N atous leaped to 
his feet. 
U A ssina"W! Assinawf' -The Crees! The Crees 1- 
he cried instantly. IIis old wife rushed ,vith him 
from the tent, N atous hastily priming his musket. 
In the darkness outside a deadly round of musketry 
crackled, then thundered, while ,veird lights quivered 
through the inky blacl{ness: the Crees had come pre- 
pared for slaughter. Father Lacombe was shocked 
into rigidity for an instant: outside the voice of 
116 
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N atous rose rallying his warriors to the defense of 
their camp. 
The firelit lodge of the chief made a clear target 
for the enemy. Suddenly two poles snapped with 
the iInpact of balls that whizzed past Father 
Lacombe. As one in a stupor he noted smoking gun- 
,vads fall near hiIn. The soutane he had removed 
for the night, he no,v hastily threw on over his deer 
skin garments; snatching up the surplice and stole, 
and reverently kissing the cross of his Order before 
putting it in his belt, he prepared to move. 
In accordance ,vith the discipline of religious 
Orders he paused to make a brief, generous offering 
of his life to his l\iaker, from 'v horn death or life 
might come that night. Then he was hiInself again, 
alert and fearless. A small sack containing the holy 
oils he hung at his side. Taking up his Red Cross 
flag he went out of the tent. Outside, he found him- 
self in a hell of darkness and uncertainty and lust for 
blood. l\Iany of the young Blackfoot ,varriors were 
away hunting buffalo, but those who remained under 
N atous fought on recklessly. 
Above the din rose the voice of N atous anima.ting 
his follo,vers and defying the enemy. Father 
Lacombe, incensed by the treacherous attack, shouted 
an indignant command to the Crees to withdraw. 
Some of them were Christian, he felt, and would obey 
l1im. . 
His voice rang out from a chest strong and deep 
as a Viking's. In the hideous din of the carnage it 
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was entirely lost. The old warriors were crying out 
encouragement and advice to the young men. Some 
of the braves had raised wild war-chants, and on both 
sides came the fiendish yells of unbridled passion. 
Father Lacombe abandoned his futile effort. 
The ,vomen, feverishly trying with knives and 
hands to dig trenches wherein to hide their children 
and themselves, raised their voices from time to time 
in lamentation. Within the camp in the darkn
ss 
the living fell over the dead, and the wounded pleaded 
for help. 
To make the night more appalling, the frenzied 
barking of the dogs rose hideously, blended ,vith the 
pitiful whinnies of frightened or dying horses. The 
night was profoundly dark, unlit by moon or stars. 
Only the sinister flash of the musketry lit the painful 
scene. 
Father Lacombe traversed the camping-ground over 
and over again, inspiring the warriors to their bravest 
efforts. He sought out the wounded, ,vhen he could 
find them in the darkness. A woman standing 
near him at the door of her lodge fell pierced by a 
bullet; he baptized her and prayed with her till she 
died. 
N ext morning she was found scalped; a daring 
enemy had come into the lodge at some time through 
the night and carried off the coveted trophy. A 
thieving Assinaboine in the act of pillaging the chief's 
tent was pierced by a ball and fell across the pile of 
robes grasping Father Lacombe's breviary. Back 
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and forward through the darkness an intermittent 
rain of balls fell. Father Lacombe, moving contin- 
ually with words of encouragement to the warriors, 
seemed to bear a charmed life. 
At last, drawn by the sound of the battle, the Black- 
foot warriors of the other bands came to the rescue, 
though not before the enemy had practically com- 
pleted sacking the camp. 
One party of the rescuers ,vas led by Crowfoot, a 
young man already for his wisdom and bravery made 
a chief among his people. In the darkness he came 
up to Father Lacombe. A flash from a gun lit up 
his face, showing it still and strong. 
"'Vho are you ?" the priest asked, for the face was 
new to him. 
"Crowfoot," the warrior replied, and Father 
Lacombe, rejoicing in the arrival of the noted young 
warrior, urged him to do his best for the safety of 
h
s people. 
Three times that night the Crees and their Assina- 
boine recruits were repulsed from the hillock behind 
which the Blackfeet had secured cover, but dawn still 
found them fighting. Before this, twenty-five lodges 
-about half of the camp-had been destroyed. 
Grateful for returning day, the Man of Prayer, 
in stole and surplice dingy with the smoke of battle, 
raising his crucifix in one hand and the Red Cross 
flag in the other, no,,," called on his Blackfoot hosts 
to cease firing. Astounded at his actions, they com- 
plied and watched him walk deliberately out from the 
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broken circle of tents toward the enemy, holding his 
crucifix aloft and waving his white and red flag. 
The Indian warriors, trained to ambush in battle, 
marvelled at his bravery. Their l\'fan-of-the-Good- 
Heart had always been to them a great medicine-man. 
N ow he seemed a god come to their defence as he 
moved slowly through the mist, advancing directly 
upon the concealed enemy. The heroism of the action 
was unconscious, characteristic, superb. 
"l-Iere! you Crees. Kallt
yo-atchakwe speaks! 
" 


. . . 


He called aloud again and again, but his Crees did 
not hear him; and a fog
 heavy with low-lying battle- 
smoke, hung like a curtain shutting him out from 
their vision. 
lIe called to the unseen enemy; he waved his flag, 
but his efforts "\vere unavailing. The irregular fire 
continued, bullets whizzed past his head and ploughed 
in the ground beside him. The Blackfeet called out 
to him, begging him to return, when suddenly a ball, 
which had already touched the earth, rebounded to 
his shoulder and glancing off struck his forehead. 
The wound was a mere scratch, but the shock was so 
great he staggered and lost his footing. 
The Blackfeet believed him ,vounded-and a new 
wave of anger swept over their hearts. The 
Crees had killed their friend, Arsous-kitsi-rarpi!- 
the Man-of-the-Good-Heart-who had nursed them 
through the typhoid and who was a hundred times 
endeared to them now by his unique bravery. 
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"Hee-yi-ho!"-they raised their war-cry; and flung 
themselves out upon the Crees-no longer repulsing 
attacks but driving one home to the heart of the 
enemy. From tepee to bluff-to coulee, they slipped 
over the thin sno,v, the Crees advancing and retreat- 
ing, pursuing the same tactics. The battle lingered 
,vhile the fog lay on the land, and it was long after 
dawn before a Blackfoot warrior who lay near the 
enemy cried out to them ,vith scorn in a lull of firing: 
"You have wounded your Blackrobe, Dogs! Have 
you not done enough ?" 
\Vhen this startling word ran through the ranks 
of the Crees, the firing ceased. . 1Vas it true 
that they had killed their father, the l\Ian of Prayer, 
the friend of Ro,vand and of Christie, the big white 
chiefs? 
The battle received a sudden check, and the Crees 
did not wait to meet their Blackrobe, but speedily 
,vithdrew in confusion. 
The engagement had lasted seven or eight hours, 
for the greater part of the time a disorderly skirmish. 
Of the Blackfeet, Chief N atous was badly wounded, 
about twelve persons were killed, t"ro children stolen, 
and fifteen men and women wounded, some fatally. 
The camp had been pillaged of meat and robes, and 
twenty-five lodges destroyed. Their enemies carried 
ten dead warriors away from the snowy battlefield, 
while fully fifteen others were wounded. 
The following day, notwithstanding their fatigue 
and the ills of the wounded, the Chiefs ordered the 
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camp moved; ponies, human beings and dogs were 
soon in line of march over the snowy trails to another 
and larger camp of their nation twenty miles away. 
Father Lacombe, like many of his Blackfoot 
friends, had lost in the battle all but "That was on 
his person and the rescued breviary. Fully two 
hundred horses had been killed or stolen by the Crees, 
among them the t,vo o,vned by Father Lacombe. 
The Indians, "rho at least never lacked in hospitality 
or generosity, gave him robes to keep him warm and 
lent him a horse to continue his journey. 
He stayed with N atous' band about ten days 
longer, consoling them and caring for the wounded. 
Then, ,vith three Indians as companions, he set out 
for Rocky l\:Iountain House, whither he had sent a 
courier in the autumn to make a rendezvous with the 
Indians for Christmas. 
It was a journey of several days during severe 
weather and over bad trails. The food of the little 
party consisted of an occasional partridge or rabbit, 
a few leathery pieces of dried meat, gnawed at by 
day, and at night boiled in sno,v-water. The last 
day found them fasting. 
When the little cavalcade finally drew up before 
the gates of the post, Father Lacombe emerged from 
his buffalo robe, disfigured with stains and dirt, and 
stepped from his horse fairly into the arms of his 
astonished friend, Richard Hardisty.1 


1 The late Richard Hardisty (later Chief Factor Hardisty) was a 
member of a family long connected with the service of the Company in 
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Shocked at finding Father Lacombe in this guise, 
the warm-hearted trader began to make queries in a 
startled voice-when the other, with his irrepressible 
humour bubbling up again, reassured him: 
"Don't cry, don't cry, my frien'. I've been to war; 
but no,v-you see-I am back." 
There was reason, however, for l\Ir. Hardisty's 
alarm. Father Lacombe was about at the end of his 
resources and his friend set about restoring them. 
"Richard Hardisty treated me like a brother that 
day. I felt so sick and tired and hungry when I 
got to l\Iountain House that I was ready to lie down 
in the snow and die. But he took our miserable party 
in before his big fire, and warmed and fed us and 
clothed me, and I al,vays feel since then that he saved 
my life," Father Lacombe recalls. 
'Ve will leave him there happily seated before the 
blazing chimney-fire of :ßleekoostakwan (the Man- 
with-the-Red-Ilair). The glowing blaze, like a warm 
soul in a homely person, beautified the whole dingy 
interior of the post-the smoky dark rafters, the log 
walls and rude woodland furnishings. 


the Southern district, and was for several years in charge of Edmonton 
district. He was a brother of Lady Strathcona. 
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IT ,vas Christmas ,veek at Fort Edmonton in the 
year 1865, and ,vithin the sno,vy quadrångle of the 
Fort preparations for the home-joys of Christmas 
,vere under way. 
Outside the gates ,vere some Cree teepees ,vhose 
owners had brought a rumour of I
"ather Lacombe 
being killed in a battle near Three Ponds. They 
even sho,ved a capot like his taken out of his tent, 
they said, and ,vith several bullet-holes in it. The 
rumour was toC} terrible to be given credence, ho,v- 
ever, and was set dov{ll as an Indian yarn. 
At the Big IIouse, straying half-breed children 
found the kitchen for the time converted to a Para- 
dise of good dishes and savoury odours with 1\lurdo 
l\IacI(enzie, the cook from "bonny Storna,vay," pre- 
siding. Else,vhere the steward-l\Ialcolm Groat- 
sa,v to it that extra rations of fish and buffalo meat 
and grease were portioned out, and to this some grog 
added to drink the Factor's health. In her own 
quarters, 1\lrs. Christie, the granddaughter of fine old 
"Credo" Sinclair of York Factory, planned a Santa 
Claus for her little ones. 
A dog-cariole drawn at a merr)'" trot by good dogs 
and followed by _two sleds with their drivers came 
through the valley across the river. It was too cold 
1
4 
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then for men to linger on the gossip-benches by the 
flagstaff outside the southern gate, but the dog-train 
was awaited with curiosity by those ,vithin the Fort. 
Several traders had already arrived from the out- 
posts and no one else ,vas likely to make the Fort 
for Christmas but Richard IIardisty of 1\Iountain 
House. One of the runners resembled him. 
But who did he have cOlnfortably wrapped in buf- 
falo-robes in the cariole? 
"You never kno,v what you will nleet around the 
bend-" is a proyerb of the voyageur by land or 
,vater trail; and "You. ever know ,vho ,viII turn up 
next" might well be the ,vord of the masters of Hud- 
son's Bay posts. 
'Vhen the dog-train drew up at the Fort and 
Fathe
 Lacombe stepped out of the robes and wrap- 
pings, there was boisterous delight in the greetings 
of his friends.. . 'Vas ever an arrival more 
timely? 
1\lr. Chris.tie ushered the two arrivals into the Big 
House and the little knot of people dispersed to their 
quarters. Darkness fell; the big gates were clanged 
to, and the bell was rung for the evening meal and 
issuing of rations. 


. 


That Christmas Eve the brown spaciousness of the 
mess-room quivered ,vith interest, and the centre of 
it all-l\Iurdo MacKenzie 1 relates-was the worn 


1 When I met him forty-five years after this Christmas Eve,-still out 
of the range of modern Progress, still a cook in the employ of the big 
Company in its Peace River district. 
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young priest in the ragged greasy soutane, who 
lool
ed as though he had known hardships in plenty 
since he departed. 
The Gentlemen's mess-room of the Big House, 
where this dinner was given, was a fine room-noted 
alike for spaciousness and hospitality. Everyone" 
,vho visited Edmonton House from Paul Kane's time 
onward recorded its rugged pretentiousness. There 
was nothing finer in the west, .except the old Coun- 
cil-room of Norway House. 
Time, for their isolated kingdom, was regulated 
by the great clock: which hung on the mess-room wall. 
Pictures hung there, too, good pictures, and swords 
from the Old Land, and buffalo-horns and moose- 
heads from the plains and forest of the New. There 
was a cavernous fireplace and heavy mantel, about 
which for close on to fifty years the gentlemen of 
Edmonton House had lingered in chat after dinner. 
At one side was a table laden with the brass candle- 
sticks l\Iurdo l\iacI{enzie kept in polished array' to 
light the dinner-table each night. Two immense 
heaters brought from England by way of the Hudson 
Bay were required to heat the room. 
"Ah, it was a grand place altogether," l\Iurdo 
recalls. 
On this Christmas Eve, while the Gentlemen 
listened, lVIr. Christie plied his friends with questions, 
and Murdo lingered as he passed about the dishes. 
He recalls Father Lacombe telling how a bullet 
whizzed over his head as he bent to lift an object 
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from the floor of the camp, and showing where that 
reflected bullet struck his shoulder. 
To most that llight would have seemed a terrifying 
experience, yet as we read in his letter to his Superior- 
General, l\Ionsignor Fabre, Father Lacombe could 
say: 
"I was never less afraid than I was during this 
combat." 
But even as he talked the Star of Peace and Good- 
will ,vas on the hills with the old message the angels 
sang to the shepherds. The story-telling 
and the dinner ended, and Father Lacombe and 
Father Andre made their way to the confessional, 
\vhere the quick-tempered, child-hearted but now sub- 
dued, voyageurs waited to ease their minds and make 
their hearts ready for the coming of the Child. 
At midnight the bell pealed Yuletide greetings, and 
almost everyone in the Fort came together in the 
church. The congregation listened there to the story 
of the Child-I{ing told in English, French and Cree. 
They were wholesome western men, vigorous crea- 
tures of strong passions and ready faith, and they 
accepted happily the mysterious union of weakness 
and omnipotence, the tale of Love stooping to earth 
to win it otherwise than by force. 


. 


During the year 1866 work went on more or less 
steadily at St. Paul de Cris. Again a small crop 
was put in and the shelter thrown up in 1865 im- 
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proved. The mission became a stopping-place for 
priests to and from their missi
ns. 
In the spring Gaspard Lacombe, who with the 
miners, Little and Piler, had tired of gold-mining on 
the Saskatchewan, bade good-bye to his brother, rid- 
ing through St. Paul de Cris on his way to St. Boni- 
face. 
Father Lacombe asked him if he felt any desire to 
join him in mission work. The young fello,v half 
laughed. half shuddered at the idea. To live day 
after day in garments infested with vermin; to exist 
for weeks on dry meat or pemmican without tea- 
nothing in the world, he felt, could tie him to it, and 
he had no supernatural impulse to impel him. 
So away he went to resume a life of fruitless con- 
tented wandering from the Red River to l\Iexico, 
from the l\Iississippi to the coast. 
Most of the year of 1866 was spent by Father 
Lacombe on the prairies with his Indians. With a 
few weeks of rest at St. Albert after his eventful 
trip to the Blackfeet, he set out by dog-train for St. 
Paul de Cris. His only companion was a quaint 
little Irish-American called Jimmy-from-Cork, who 
had drifted into Fort Edmonton and '1 T RS now anxious 
to make his way to the Red River. This man- 
Jimmy l\IcCarthy-who was to make himself con- 
spicuous at Fort Garry in 1870-had even then a 
varied and sombre career behind him. 
Sam Livingstone and Jimmy Gibbons, the Forty- 
niners, standing on the river-bank near Victoria, one 
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day in January, 1866, as Father Lacombe came trot- 
ting behind his dog-train, were astounded to find that 
the little man snugly wrapped in robes in Father 
Lacombe's dog-cariole was Jimmy-from-Cork! 
The hospitable miners called out an invitation to 
the travellers to share their mid-day meal with them. 
Father Lacombe-his clumsy soutane tucked up 
about his leather trousers, as it always was when he 
travelled behind dogs-busied himself first with food 
for the animals. But his genial little companion, 
Gibbons recalls, stepped out of the cariole and pat- 
ting the priest on the shoulder, said airily to his hosts: 
"We've had a good trip, boys. Father Lacombe 
is a damn good runner, anù he knows that Jimmy- 
from-Cork's legs are too short to run." 
Assuredly fraternal charity and the frontier brings 
strange bed-fellows together! 
Jimmy was, however, but a ship-in-the-night in 
Father Lacombe's life-one never hailed again-and 
in this unlike his hosts who remained his friends for 
theiJ. lifetime. Livingstone interested him greatly as 
one of the most picturesque figures he had met in the 
west. The son of an Anglican rector in Ireland 
and born in the Vale of A voca, he had drifted through 
the United States to the Saskatchewan. 
He was a fine-Iool{ing man, brimful of Celtic fire, 
with grizzled white hair worn long, down on his shoul- 
ders after the fashion of his old friend, Dr. John 
l\lcLoughlin, the ruler of Oregon. Leather trousers 
and red shirt, and a gay handkerchief knotted about 
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his throat with another on his wide sombrero com.... 
pleted in Sam Livingstone a striking picture of the 
frontiersman. 
In February of this year Father Lacombe, going 
out from St. Paul with Alexis, made a trip north to 
meet some bands of wood-Crees. Following the 
direction of moans that broke the quiet of their camp 
one nig.ht, they found an Indian woman who had fled 
from her husband's tent when he brought another 
wife there, and after wandering all night and day 
found herself again at the abandoned camp of her 
people. 
Her forces were exhausted, her feet frozen. 1\lis- 
ery and hardship had dried .her breast, and when her 
infant hungered there his cries pierced her numbing 
senses, prompting her vain search for help. Disap- 
pointed, she had lain down by the ashes of a camp-fire 
with a prayer to the l\Iaster of Life to spar
 her child. 
Her people had only changed camp that day, and 
by hard travelling on the following day Father 
Lacombe came up to them. The worthless husband 
refused to take his wife or child to his tent again, but 
he scurried there himself with the lash of the Black- 
robe's scorn shaming him before his people. The 
woman was taken in a dog-sleigh to St. Albert, where 
the Sisters took herself and child into their home. 
This year again on the prairies in the camps of 
the Crees as in previous seasons }---'ather Lacombe met 
,vith W ihaskokiaeyin (Sweet-Grass), the interesting 
pagan Indian. Father Lacombe describes him at 
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this period as being unusually short for an Indian 
,varrior and hunter. I-lis bronzed features were fine, 
his body agile, his manner pleasant and rather grace- 
ful and though not of the stature of a great warrior 
he carried himself as a man who was every inch a chief 
and leader of Inen. 
Toward the close of this year an Indian courier 
from the 
 orth brought Father Lacombe a letter 
from Bishop Grandin, appointed coadjutor to 
Bishop Tache in 1857. The Bishop was about to 
come south and establish a See at St. Albert-leav- 
ing the Athabasca-l\Iackenzie vicariate to the newly- 
consecrated Bishop Faraud. 
He asked Father Lacon1be to meet him at Carlton. 
He was naturally anxious to see the most noted of 
the workers in his new charge. Father Lacombe, 
equally desirous to 111eet one of the apostles of the 
Arctic missions planned to combine business with 
pleasure. He proposed to secure for St. Paul de Cris 
an allocation as a mission, ",.jth a resident priest and 
an annual grant froln the Propagation funds for the 
diocese-to make of it, in fact, another St. Albert. 
Leaving his flocks on the plains in l\Iarch he hired 
"a good tough Indian" as guide, and ,vith his own 
dogs they made Fort Pitt in four days. Here he 
hired a new guide, the first pleading fatigue. 
Some Indians at the Fort begged him to spend a 
day or two with them before they left for the prairies, 
and Father Lacombe could not refuse. 
The morning after they left Pitt they woke to a 
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head wind and mild weather. The snow tha,ving 
burdened their sno,vshoes and the sun, dazzling on 
the white plains, hurt their eyes. 
On the last day named by the Bishop for the meet- 
ing at Carlton, the post was still 65 miles away. In 
turn each walked ahead of the dogs to beat the trail, 
holding deerskin mitts to screen their aching eyes. 
At night they made a fire to brew some tea, but they 
could not bear to look on the fire, and Father Lacombe 
went to sleep rolled in a blanket holding his eyebrows 
R\Vay from his inflamed eyes in hope of relief. 
The following da)T the light was cruelly dazzling 
as before, and the snow mush)T by noon. Nightfall 
found the travellers approaching Fort Carlton. As 
they dragged themselves up the Fort hill, they met 
an old Indian who told them the Bishop had left tþat 
morning!. . At the post Father Lacombe 
found a letter from him. It was in French, in the 
fine vague scrawl decipherable only by those familiar 
with His Lordship's ,vriting. The trader could not 
read it, and Father Lacombe's eyes ,vere too sore to 
puzzle over it. 
This was surely the refined cruelty of Fate. 
What is to be done about it?-the priest asked him- 
self? Retrace his steps, and have endured the hard- 
ships of that trip for nothing! The thought caIne 
only to be dismissed. . . . He would of course 
follow the Bishop. 
"How far a,vay do you think their camp will be 
to-night?" he asked the master of the Fort. 
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The latter calculated the hour of starting and the 
condition of the trails-"Only twenty miles, or less," 
he returned, with perhaps hidden encouragement for 
the plucky priest. 
HWil1 you lend me fresh dogs 1" 
Eheu! the dogs ,vere all out ,vith the hunters and 
the clerks. Thirty miles that day ""as enough for 
even a good traveller and his dogs-but the Bishop 
was ahead on the trail, slipping over the ""Thite plains 
to the Red River. . . . The tired dog-train must 
push on further. 
So it ""Tas that at nine o'clock Father Lacombe set 
out again. The net\vork of his snowshoes, that had 
been ,vet all day and now ,vas frozen, cut the tired 
muscles of his feet. His poor dogs lagged, though the 
track was lighter than during the sunlit day: the only 
fresh creature on the trail was the l\Ietis who had 
replaced his Fort Pitt guide. . . . ("That Fort 
Pitt l\Ietis had to rest at Carlton. He was the sec- 
ond man I knocked out on that big trip," Father La- 
combe recalled forty years later with a smiling moue 
of conscious pride.) 
He was now travelling mechanically-the mind 
keyed to reach the goal in front and the poor body 
dragged behind. . He followed the trail mile after 
mile doggedly, until they reached a point where it 
touched the river. They confidently looked for the 
camp here. But no dogs barked as they approached: 
there was no debris of fallen boughs. . . . The 
trail wound back from the river-no camp there. 
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At this disappointment, coming ,vhen his eager soul 
had been attuned to hear Bishop Grandin's surprised 
greeting, Father Lacombe's fatigue suddenly over- 
came him. lIe pitied his panting dogs, flung prone 
on the snow for repose. 
"It is enough," he said to his man. "Make a fire 
here; "re go back to-morrow." 
It "ras no,,," after midnight. 
The l\Ietis ,vas sympathetic, as l\Ietis guides have 
it in their nature to be: but he had heard thé young 
Bishop lamenting that he had missed this other l\Ian- 
of-Prayer. So ,vhen they "spelled" he encouraged 
Father Lacombe to make still another effort. 
"l\Iaybe they are not half a mile ahead," he ven- 
tured. 
On again through the soft starlight across the plains 
-a mile ,vas passed, and nearly three-,vhen in a 
bluff by the river bank they came upon the camp! 
The Bishop's northern dogs barked most ,volfishly. 
The wearied newcomers ans,vered with fainter yelps, 
as the t,vo men slipped quietly into camp. Bishop 
Grandin, throwing back his buffalo-skin coverings, 
rose eagerly to meet them, crying with quick Gallic 
gladness. 
"Is this you, Father Lacombe? . Is it possible!" 
He took his tired confrere into his arms, embracing 
him as men of the Latin races do, and the ,varnout 
priest let his tears come as they \-vould. They a.lways 
did come easily to his emotional temperament. 
The sinking fire ,vas piled high again, the teakettle 
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s,vung hospitably over it, and when the entire camp 
had shared in this luxury of the plains the men 
dropped off to sleep, while the two priests talked long 
by the fire. 
The Bishop ,vas pressing his companion to come 
on to St. Boniface at daybreak, and share with him 
the pleasure of meeting Bishop Tache-that charm- 
ing prelate, who could be profound or stately as a 
Lord Chancellor and as irresistibly droll as a school- 
boy. But Father Lacombe refused; neither his dogs 
nor himself had strength left for the trip, he pleaded. 
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NEXT morning the Bishop took matters into his 
o,vn hands, exercising the privilege of bishops and 
friends. He sent the l\Ietis back to Fort Pitt with 
the dogs and equipment, forwarding word also to St. 
Paul de Cris that Father Lacombe had gone to St. 
Boniface. .. Though at St. Paul Father La- 
combe, free-lance of the missions, was expected only 
when he arrived! 
Starting for St. Boniface, Father Lacombe was in- 
vited to seat himself in the Bishop's cariole; the latter 
would travel on sno,vshoes. Father Lacombe pro- 
tested against enjoying the comforts of the cariole, 
but he was commanded in obedience to his superior 
to stay there, and he did. 
The pleasant motion of the cariole, as the dogs dre\v 
it s"\\Tiftly over the trail, combined with his over- 
,vrought muscles to produce a sleep so profound that 
all day he was unconscious of his voyage and com- 
panions. He slept through the noon-spell, ,vhen the 
men silently prepared a meal, and when he awoke 
at the night's camping-place to see Bishop Grandin 
coming up to the fire ,vith some faggots on his shoul- 
der, he saluted him: 
"IIeh! IIaven't we started yet 1" 
136 
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AI,,"ays quick to recuperate, he was as fresh as a 
ehickadee next morning, and insisted upon yielding 
the cariole to its owner. 
From St. Boniface the Bishop went on to France 
to secure fresh funds and workers for his missions. 
In June Father Lacombe returned from the Red 
River ,vith Father Leduc and a party of five Grey 
Nuns for the l\Iackenzie district-"these pearls of 
the world, who came as a blessing to the poor women 
and children of our missions," Father Lacombe 
writes. 
Father Leduc, the ne,v travelling-companion of our 
missionary, ,vas a shre,vd humorous recruit to the 
mission-field from Brittany, and on this trip a life- 
long friendship bet,veen the t,vo men took root. 
On August 13 there appeared at St. Paul de Cris 
the first brigade of carts brought over the prairies 
from St. Boniface by the Company. There ,vere 
eighty-t,vo carts-a sho,ving ,vhich quite eclipsed 
Father Lacombe's modest pioneer brigade of 1862, 
and two days were occupied by their passing. The 
big company was five years behind the missionaries 
in adopting this method of transportation, but like 
all strong and conservative forces when it made the 
change it did so ,vith eclat. 
Eighty-t,vo carts! To the wide-eyed natives at St. 
Paul the sight was as a,ve-inspiring as the steam-horse 
and iron road were to be years later. And as though 
this were not in itself sufficiently wonderful-ten 
days later there came creaking and groaning up the 
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trail a second brigade of thirty-two carts belonging 
to the Company! 
Bet\veen the fading lines of this old entry in the 
Journal can be read much wonderment and much 
leisure on the part of sundry dusky braves, who joyed 
in counting the carts as they passed rumbling do,yn 
the trail. 
One evening in October when Father Lacombe ,vas 
in a small camp of Crees he had a new experience. 
The night prayer was over, but about t\venty old men 
lingered near the priest's tent smoking and talking 
,vith him. 
The long twilight lying in a gold fringe of light 
oyer the prairies was a beautiful hour; to Father La- 
combe sitting among his old warriors, smoking his 
pipe with long draughts, and imbibing the quaint 
\visdom of the primeval races, it was particularly 
beautiful. 
Suddenly their pleasurable calm was broken into 
by a rude war-chant! 
"Heh! Heh! Hi-yi-ho-ho-huh!" 
A band of young warriors returning from a hunt 
came riding out upon the ridge of land to the 
est. 
They advanced with the haze of orange light behind 
them, their ponies darkly silhouetted against the sky, 
their voices rising and falling in ,vild triumph. 
They dashed into the encampment on panting 
ponies. The old men looked up with interested en- 
quiry; the women and children roused from their 
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tents came eagerly out to greet them, while the re- 
turned ,varriors proudly exhibited a prisoner, a young 
,vonlan of one of the southern tribes. 
"Then she caught sight of the priest sitting among 
the old men, she slipped fronl her horse and thre,v 
herself at Father Lacombe's feet, crying softly to 
herself. She ,yas clad in ,\.hite deerskin tunic, and 
her long dark hair ,vas hanging loose about her. .1-\.s 
she lay there the young nlen described ,vith enthusi- 
asm a chance encounter ,vith a small band of Sarcee 
hunters, in ,vhich this ,voman's husband and a couple 
of others ,vere killed. 
Father Laconlbe tells the story. 
"I heard their talk. "Then they finish,-"Boll.;' 
I say. "JVho OWlzS this WOlnant' 
" 'I do,' said one young ,varrior, a strong proud- 
looking man. 
" '"r ell, I ,vant you to sell her to me.' 
"They all laughed. 'I thought,' that young man 
said, 'you 1\Ien-of-Prayer did not want women.' 
"I ,vas cross then, for if you let an Indian be rude 
or too familiar ,vith you, he keeps on and you lose 
all control of him. 
" 'Ha, you are a brave man!' I said. 'You make 
a weak woman a prisoner: now you come and say a 
thing so stu ]1ide to me. You kno,v well ,vhy I want 
to buy this woman.' 
" 'I know,' the man said then ashamed at my voice. 
'But I do not want to sell her. I want her.' 
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"He looked at her, ,vhen he said that: she ,vas a 
fine young ,vornan, you know. 'I ,vant a wife,' he 
said, 'and 1 have nothing to buy one.' 
" "VeIl, if you will sell this one now, 1 will give 
3TOU a horse; and 1 ,viII give you goods from the Fort 
-a new coat-and shirt-and leggings for )"'ourself, 
and some tea and tobacco.,' 
"I speak this all slo,vly, and 1 add to it because 
he did not look ,villing at first; but when 1 had finish 
he said quickly: 
"'Ha! you may take her. You offer much for 
her. ' 
"He was so quick at the last 1 think maybe he ,vas 
afraid 1 1vould change my mind about paying so 
much. 
"Then I say to the young woman : 'You are my 
property now, you see'-and I put my hand on her 
head and speak severely : 'You must do what 1 tell 
you and go only ,vhere I tell you.' I was afraid she 
might take up with another young Cree warrior by-- 
and-bye, and the two run away from the camp. 
"And I had my mind made up already to take that 
girl back to her people: Oh, 1 was planning a wand 
coup. 
"She told me she was a Sarcee girl and that she 
kne,v my face when she rode in to the camp. She 
had seen me once when 1 was down with the Blackfeet 
and her own people, who are of allied nations. She 
prayed me now to protect her. 
"I gave her in charge of a good Christian family 
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until we brought her up to the Sisters at St. Al- 
bert. " 
'ïhe Sarcee girl had now reached a haven in the 
little log convent, "rhere during the \vinter she learned 
a little English together with the \vhite women's "rays. 
N ext spring ,ve shall see her figuring again rather 
dramatically in Father Lacombe's history. 
After leaving the girl at St. Albert Father La- 
combe returned to St. Paul and evidently had a hard 
time for several weeks, because the journal-like old 
Hudson's Bay journals in northern posts-records 
little else but cold, sickness and trouble. There were 
few fish to be had; the \volves ate his horses; Indians 
about the mission fell ill, and the little house was 
turned into a hospital with as many as ten patients 
at once. 
In November Alexis the famous was sent to St. 
Albert for horses. The Journal relates with obvióus 
pathos that after being a very long time a,vay from 
the mission, because of severe weather, l-\1exis re- 
turned "rith only one horse! And of what use was 
one horse for the 
ew surprising enterprise which 
Father Lacombe planned? 
During the past summer he haq. designed a house- 
tent and his heart was set upon celebrating }\;Iidnight 

Iass for his Indians in this ambulant chapel; but it 
was too heavy for the dogs to haul to the prairies. 
Father Lacombe finally succeeded in buying another 
horse from an Indian, and he and Alexis set out 
proudly for the plains. The Journal's meagre entry 
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for the rest of December was a note of severe cold 
and snowstorms. 
But the simply-,vorded and more lengthy entry for 
January, 1868, is pitiful in what it conveys between 
the lines. Like all the other items of this smoke- 
stained Journal it is in French and reads: 
"January, 1868. 
"This voyage and mission of Père Lacombe have 
been very trying, not because of so much work among 
the Indians but chiefly for the great Fast "rhich he 
and his companions endured during t,venty 1 days: 
they having nothing but some mouthfuls of dirty and 
disgusting nourishment to eat, and that only at night 
after having tramped all day in snow, sometimes 
above the knees. 
"Notwithstanding these adversities the Father was 
able to visit and see all the Christians of this mission. 
They were found scattered at different points of the 
prairie in the hope of falling in with buffalo-and 
these were not numerous this year. It ,vas 
opposite the Nose Hill that the Father made this mis- 
. 
Slone 
"The house-tent went well enough-the Father 
being able to accommodate fifty to sixty people in it 
for the services." 
At the outset Father Lacombe's mind ,vas greatly 
occupied by his house-tent, the newest idea .evolved 


1 These twenty days included fourteen days on the trip out to find the 
first encampment and six days later while again looking for other camp
 
of the Crees. 
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from his fertile brain and one with which he hoped 
to astonish and delight his nomads. 
For years the French priests in the \vest had 
plodded along as best they could with nothing better 
than a skin tepee. But if there was a brisk ,vind it 
was often impossible to celebrate l\Iass in a tepee, be- 
cause the smoke circled about the lodge half-\vay up 
and filled the throat of a man standing. 
Once Father Lacombe had to celebrate l\Iass on 
his knees to avoid the smoke. Another day at the 
elevation his crucifix hanging to the tent above his 
head plunged into the chalice. 
To avoid any such accidents he had designed his 
house-tent of leather. He bought fifty tanned buf- 
falo skins from Indians at St. Paul. 'Vith twenty 
poles as big as his ,vrist in circumference and ,vith 
iron pegs got from the Company's blacksmith at Fort 
Edmonton he contrived to pin the frame of his house 
together and then fasten the peaked roof upon it. 
The dimensions of the house-tent 'v ere 25 feet by 15. 
The buffalo skins ,vere shaped to make a deep cov- 
ering secured about the base ,vith banks of snow. 
This last convenience served t,vo purposes-it held 
down the ,valls and kept out the thieving Indian dogs, 
,vhich were-he gravely stated once-"just bands of 
devils." lIe had with him besides a small calnp- 
stove as heater. 
With Alexis and all this paraphernalia he started 
out on December 4, 1867, from St. Paul, his t,vo . 
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horses drawing the equipment and an aged, destitute 
Blackfoot \vornan who had been thrown on their mercy 
at the mission. Under her tuition Father Lacombe 
hoped that \vinter on the prairie to increase his knowl- 
edge of the Blackfoot tongue. 
He had a fresh reason for this study: he ,vas plan- 
ning for the next summer a coup d-'Etat to be fol- 
lo\ved by a vigorous campaign of Christianity among 
aU the warlike, stubborn southern tribes. 
Provisions formed but a small part of the equip- 
ment on leaving' St. Paul, for the supplies there had 
been about consumed by the sick Indians maintained 
through the autumn. They had some frozen fish and 
pemmican-enough in all to last them a couple of 
days on their journey to a camp of Crees near the 
Battle River. 
There ,vas no trail broken; the snow was deep and 
progress ,vas slow. The second night, as they were 
deciding to camp, they saw a thin smoke rising from 
a clunlP of trees nearby. They ,vent to it, and found 
a group of eighteen miserable Indians-men, women 
and children-"only sl\:in and bones, almost starved. 
For many days not a mouthful of food-poor people! 
lJlon Dieu, but they were miserables-so thin, and 
the children too weak to play or cry!" 
They answered listlessly to Father Lacombe's ques- 
tions but their very looks seemed to ask him what he 
would do for them. They had come down from the 
,vooded country, where they had had no luck all 
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autumn. N either fur nor food had been found in 
any quantity, and they were looking for their kinsmen 
on the plains. They had eaten their horses and dogs. 
They were now at the end of human endurance. 


. 



XIV 


THERE was only one thing for Father Lacolllbe to 
do. First he ordered Alexis to pitch camp beside 
them. 
"N ow, Alexis, and you, Suzanne, have you the 
courage to risk having nothing to eat for three days!" 
he asked his companions. "For my part, I am will- 
ing. " 
"Yes," each agreed simply; and "I havé often 
starved before," the squaw added. So, too, had 
Alexis, but he was more sparing of words. 
Then Alexis gave out the tea and pemmican, and 
five or six fish-all they had, altogether insufficient 
and rapidly devoured. As for Father Lacombe and 
his party they might be the proud guardians of the 
finest tent in the northwest but they went to bed 
that night without supper, and with little prospect 
of breakfast. 
Next morning the journey was resumed, the priest 
and his party leading the way to break the road for 
the famished company straggling behind. 
"Try and follow us," he told them. "But I have 
no more food, and I do not want to kill my horses yet. 
I need them too badly this winter." 
The poor Crees taking heart from his sympathy 
dragged themselves along the beaten trail. All that 
146 
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day the travellers found only one rabbit and a 
partridge. A mouthful for twenty persons! These 
morsels were cooked and given to the children. 
That night they camped in a big snowstorm. The 
next day and still the next there ,vas nothing but 
sno,v and colJ, and the sad little section of humanity 
dragged its \vay slowly across the wide plains. Their 
stomachs shrank with the gnawing hunger-ache. 
Their tired hearts panted sickly forward to the camp- 
fires of their tribe. 
The clamour of dogs and children, the smoky lit- 
tered · tepees, the rank steaming kettles had some- 
times been repulsive to him, but Father Lacombe in 
his heart no\y felt he would never despise an Indian 
tepee again, even at its worst of dogs and vermin 
and dirt. 
On the fifth day out they approached the rendez- 
YOUS indicated by the courier at St. Paul. 
They came up to it before dusk-but to find the bit- 
, terest disappointment awaiting them. 
'The Crees had pitched off to another point. The 
skeleton frames of their tepees were standing-that 
,vas all; and the wanderers felt even Hope desert 
them as they looked on these chilly witnesses of the 
vanished cheer. 
A heavy snowfall had covered up the trail their 
tribe had taken. 
The disappointment was agony, and the torment 
of their hunger returned tenfold. The starving com- 
pany were free on the trackless prairie-yet their very 
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freedom mocked then1 as the blindest impasse might 
have done. And above and beyond every other feel- 
. ing was their hunger. They had not eaten at all that 
day. 
Father Lacombe sent Alexis off ,vith his gun to 
search for food: the others were past that effort. For 
his part he fastened snowshoes on and went to look 
out from a hill in hope of some guidance. There 
was nothing for him; and he, too, like the others was 
failing ,vith ,veakness. l-lis sight was con- 
fused; his neck seemed to totter under the ,veight of 
his head. He was not racked any longer ,vith hun- 
ger, but the faintness of death was on him. He ral- 
lied, and caught his mind ,vandering as if he ,vere in 
delirium. 
Yesterday they had eaten and drank-a bouillon 
made of the skins of old sacks, cords of sine,vs and 
old pieces of moccasins! 
At nightfall they had scraped off the sno,v and 
,vere calnped for the night-,vhen the priest heard 
the creaking of Alexis' snowshoes, and by the sound 
of his steps felt sure he carried a burden. They all 
pricked up their ears at the sound, and when Alexis 
came into camp went eagerly out to meet him. 
He had a burden-some pieces of meat from a buf- 
falo bull he had killed, as he found it diseased and 
dying, abandoned by the herd. 
The emaciated Indians threw pieces of the meat 
into boiling water and gladly ate their disgusting 
portion and drank the bouillon, but the sight and 
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smell of it only filled Father Lacombe ,vith nausea. 
Ife tried the repulsive stuff; his offended stomach re- 
fused to retain it. 
That night the great lights of the north rose in 
such splendour that even }'ather Lacombe in his ex- 
haustion could not forbear to maryel at them. To 
the Indians bred in the belief that these \vere the 
spirits of their ancestors, the ghostly ,vhite lights 
shooting across the sky were as spirits beckoning in- 
sistently from their skyey realms to the sickened, 
hopeless group of humanity huddled about the green- 
wood fire on the trail that led N o,vhere. 
For fourteen days in all this blind search and pain- 
ful ,valking, ,vith the griping fast continued. In all 
that time the disgusting meat that Alexis brought 
and an occasional rabbit or prairie-chicken was all 
that stood bet,veen the wayfarers and utter starva- 
tion. 
"But, Oh, those horses getting ,veak-and thos.,:' 
people dragging themselves behind!" 
In that heart-wrung. exclamation of the old mis- 
sionary decades later can be seen the whole painful 
picture that made so cruel a blot on the white prairies. 
Had the l\Iaster of Life no thought then for his chil- 
dren ?- The birds of the air were sybarites compared 
to these. 
"l\fy dear friends and you who seat yourselves at 
tables covered with appetizing food .whenever you 
need it, let me tell you," Father Lacombe "
rote of 
this to the Forets, "how painful and torturing it is to 


,. 
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kno,v hunger in circumstances like thesel Up to that 
time in my sermons and instructions to the lndians- 
some of them lazy-I had said many times, 1 had 
proclaimed, that those ,vho did not ,vant to ,vork- 
should not eat. 
"But now, after such an experience, I have changed 
my ideas, and I have taken the resolution to share 
my last mouthful ,vith anyone ,vho is hungry. After 
experiencing such hardship from hunger ho,v clearly 
one understands these ,vords of the Father of the 
Poor: 'I was hungry, and you gaye me not to 


eat.' " 


. 


The starving band had reached the last point of 
endurance, though all were still liying. The horses 
were growing weak from the continual wandering 
and difficulty to paw do,vn to the grass under the deep 
snow. 
As a last resource Father Lacombe one night told 
the camp he ,vas resolved to kill his horses one by one. 
He had made the resolution before, but had neither 
expressed it nor carried it out. The following morn- 
ing-this was Sunday, as he recalls it-fresh hope 
came to him with returning light. He told Alexis 
they would put off killing the horse until night. 
They could endure one day longer. 
But the horse was never killed. 
Two hours after midnight, the innocent prodigals 
came upon the hearth fires of th
ir people. There 
was joy on both sides-better still, plenty to eat in 
the camp. This was something of which the ne,v- 
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comers would hastily assure themselves, but their peo- 
ple ,vise from similar experience gave them at :first 
only bouillon ,vith tiny pieces of buffalo-meat chopped 
in it. 
Food, fire and the sense of Home was theirs: that 
was Heaven after the cold and pitiless uncertainty 
of the plains. 
In three or four days they had begun to eat solid 
food and live like their brethren-,vhich for that sea- 
son and in that particular camp meant living very 
well, ,vith dried meat in abundance, fresh pieces of 
rib-meat and buffalo hump. What more could the 
heart of the plainsman desire? 
It ,vas no,v Christmas Eve-Ka-nipa-aya'm-itiak 
(The-time-,ve-pray-at-night). Although still weak 
Father Lacombe had to bestir himself. He had spent 
the first days in the lodge of Chief Sweet-Grass, but 
now he sho,ved the materials for his house-tent to 
the Indians and asked them to set it up. They com- 
plied with delight; it was an honour to have anything 
to do in connection with this novelty. 
The snow was cleared away by the squaws, while 
the men set up the frame and covering. The camp- 
stove ,vas put in place, a pile of wood cut for it and 
the snowy ground of the tent covered with boughs and 
buffalo-skin. Such luxury and comfort had never 
been kno\vn on the plains before. 
"Then Father Lacombe was installed the old men 
gathered about his doorway. A,ved by the elegance 
of his domicile they were at first shy about entéring. 
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.But they soon found their way in with their pipes 
and philosophy and made themselves entirely at home 
. until Father Lacombe had to clear the room 
to hear the confessions of those who \vere already 
Christian. 
For the first time on the prairie Father Lacombe 
was to exercise his priest's privilege of celebrating' 
three 1\Iasses on this one day of the year. From his 
door,vay, \vhen the bell had called the camp to atten- 
tion, he announced that all the chiefs and hunters ,vere 
to attend the first 1\1ass, the ,yomen the second, ,yhile 
the 1\Iass after daylight was to be for the children. 

Iidnight found him at an altar made of poles sur- 
mounted by his chapel-box in which were the 'Test- 
ments, the altar-stone, the linen and vessels necessary 
on the altar. Every foot of kneeling-space was oc- 
cupied by the men. 
"As I robed myself for that 1\fass," he has written, 
"this is ,vhat passed in my heart. 'The Holy 
Gospel tells us that the shepherds of the valley of 
Bethlehem came to the stable to adore the divine 
Child. And here to-night in this wild country in 
North America another kind of shepherds-t.he shep- 
herds of the great flocks of buffalo-are kneeling 
down to adore the same Child .Jesus, the Son of God, 
that lay on the straw in Bethlehem in the far east.' 
"And when these old shepherds began to sing the 
canticles of the Church in their o,vn tongue-'"Emigwa 
tibiskayik'-'"Ca, bergers assemblons-nous'-for some 
tiIne I could not begin my Mass because the tears 
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came and I wept. Ah, that scene was a poeme. 
ÇSasay Jlanito-, awasis/ Those 
,varriors and hunters singing the hymns that are of 
the Church the ,vhole ,vorld over, the same old mel- 
odies \ve sang at St. Sulpice for the Noel! Ah-hl" 
He never spoke of this night ,vithout emotion. 
"1 have said l\lass in Saint Peter's at Rome, in 
fine basilicas in France and in many places-but I 
say to you, this ,vas the most solemn l\Iass-the most 
grand of all." 
'Vhen the l\Iass ,vas ended, the young priest, so 
happy that he was conscious of no fatigue, dismissed 
the warriors with a glad- 
HBon Noel! l\Iy dear shepherds, go and smoke 
your '-Christmas calumet and take your rest." 
Then follo"Ted the l\Iass of the Dawn. N ow it was 
the ,vomen of the camp who came uniting their voices 
in sacred song. The Sacrifice ,vas concluded and the 
,vomen dismissed. 
Father Lacombe, no,v thoroughly weak, felt his 
head reel ,vith faintness as it did during that awful 
fortnight on the prairies, and in blind haste he packed 
a,vay the altar fittings and threw himself down on 
the buffalo-skins to rest. The warm skins enveloped 
him; the earth ,velcomed him and breathed repose 
through him. Sleep closed his eyes. 
No angels ,vatched visibly over the sleeping camp, 
but their message had penetrated to the hearts of the 
Cree warriors. And the promised Peace-to-men-of- 
Good-"Till had fallen in divine fullness upon Father 
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Lacombe lying exhausted by the fire on his bed of 
boughs and skins. 
On Sunday night ,vhen the last hymn ,vas sung 
in the chapel-tent Father Lacombe would fain say 
good-night to his ,varriors: he did not want to ex- 
change stories over the pipes that night, for the air 
of his tent was hC?t and bad, and he still f
lt weak. 
But while the men lingered the doorway of the tent 
,vas suddenly thrown open and a l\Ietis courier from 
St. Albert stamped in ,vith greetings from that mis- 
sion, and letters that had come by the Company's 
packet from the Red River. 
As the Indians watched Father Lacombe read and 
re-read one paper they saw great joy and anxiety al- 
ternately master his mobile face, and the ready tears 
welled up. He seemed oblivious of all but one letter. 
This was from Bishop Grandin in Rome telling 
him of the condition of their venerable Pontiff at- 
tacked now on eveIJT side by enemies. Enclosed with 
this ,vas a copy of the Papal decree convoking the 
twentieth Ecumenical Council. In the midst of his 
cares and humiliations Pius IX had grandly decided 
to hold another of the great Ecumenical Councils of 
the Church, the first of the imposing assemblages 
since the Council of Trent. 
For these reasons smiles and tears were very close 
together on the priest's face. Chief Sweet-Grass, 
who was very fond of the l\Ian-of-the-Beautiful- 
l\iind, came quietly near him, and asked what news 
he had that moved him so strongly. Father Lacombe 
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explained the letters reading from the decree SOlne 
words of the grand chief of the 
Ien-of-Prayer. 
ImInediately the warriors pressed forward to see 
it. Father Lacombe pointed out the pontiff's name 
and the heraldic device surmounting the sheet. One 
old man bent and kissed the page. 
""That is the name of the chief of the 
ien-of- 
Prayer?" S,veet-Grass asked wonderingly. 
"Pius IX is his name. Pius IX I" 
Very gravely S,veet-Grass pursued his enquiries. 
"
Iay I speak his name--even though I am not a 
praying'- Indian 1" 
"To be sure you may," Father Lacombe agreed, 
and S,veet-Grass had him repeat it for him until he 
felt he could say it correctly. 
Then the chief stood up among his braves, holding 
the Pope's decree in his own hands; and he called out 
strongly, solemnly, as if he made an invocation: 
"Pius IX! Pius IX! Listen, all my 
people present-Pius IX! 
Iay that name bring us 
good fortune!" 
Then sweeping an arm out over his seated braves: 
"Rise!" he called to them, "and say 'Pius IX I' " 
And they all rose and repeated after him-"Pius 
IX I" 
This scene might have furnished another paragraph 
to l\iacaulay's admiring study of the Church of 
Rome. For ,vhiIe its Pontiff, the "Little Father of 
the Poor," was being driven to his last redoubt in 
the Vatican-only saved from the Garibaldian forces 


. 
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two months earlier by an army of men from every 
civilized nation-here in this western wilderness ne,v 
races were enlisting under his banner, and a miser- 
ably clad but valiant soldier of Christ was moved to 
tears at the unlooked-for tribute to his chief. 
In the follo,ving year Father Lacombe sent the 
details of the little incident to his early patron, Bishop 
Bourget, ,vho ""as then in Rome. The aged Pontiff, 
profoundly moved by the happening, asked the Bishop 
to convey his blessing to Father llacombe, his good 
chief and Indians. 



xv 


THE year 1868 opened upon Father Lacombe on 
the plains in the camp of the head chief Sweet- 
Grass. In a fe,v weeks he returned to St. Paul de 
Cris, and later went up to Rocky 
Iountain House 
to 11linister to Indians there. 
The time had no,v arrived to achieve his COll p 
d
 etat
. consequently he called at St. Albert for the 
Sarcee captive. The Sisters ,vho had become very 
strongly attached to l\Iarguerite, as she had been chris- 
tened, pleaded ,vit.h Father Lacombe to leave her 
,vith them so that she might never kno,v the hardships 
of camp life again. 
"'Ve love her," they said, "and she seems to be 
happy ,vith us." 
"Yes," said Father Lacombe, "that is all fine! 
But ho,v long will it last? She ,viII get tired of life 
here. Already when I spoke to her in Blackfoot she 
told me she ,vas lonely for her people. And, 
anyway, I must take her home. She is gold-gold 
to me! 
"Her people of the Blackfoot nation are fierce and 
proud. They are my friends, though they do not 
love my teaching as the Crees do.. . But when 
I bring l\1arguerite back to them. r- Ah, that 
is my day!n 
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Father Lacombe had spoken with discernment 0 
The Blackfeet did love him for his sympathy; they 
admired his courage and daring; more than once the 
chiefs had greeted the praying-man by running their 
hands over his forehead, chest and arlllS to absorb 
from him into their o,vn bodies some virtue of the 
medicine which made him great. But they wanted 
nothing to do ,vith the religion ,vhich had fired him 
to become the man he ,vas. 
From the Blackfeet trading at the l\Iountain l-Iouse 
that spring Father Lacolnbe had learned something 
of the position of their nation's camp. 1Vith this, to- 
gether with l\Iarguerite's kno,vledge of her people's 
hunting-ground and their probable choice of a place 
of encarrlpment, he had little difficulty in finding 
them. 
His party included Alexis, the aged Blackfoot Su- 
zanne and .l\Iarguerite. One day as they paused on 
a piece of rolling upland to rest their horses the g'irl's 
quick eyes caught sight of a big camp on the slope 
of a neighbouring coulee-blots of gray and bro"\vn 
against the first delicate gTeen of the prairies. 
l\Iaybe this was the camp of her people, she said. 
. Eh, bien, said Father Lacombe, it ,vas well 
to be prepared. Immediately the party pitched 
camp. Alexis was told to raise the Red Cross flag 
on a tent-pole. The Sarcee girl ,vas ordered into the 
women's tent-under no pretext to leave until she ,vas 
called-and then the Generalissimo folded his hands 
and waited. 
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But not for long: the Indians saw his signal flap- 
ping in the long prairie winds, and promptly recog- 
nized it. The .flag in itself was famed among them, the 
man ,vho carried it, revered. for had he not 
nursed them through the rongeole and the typhoid 
and stopped the battle with the Crees? Lassoing 
their horses lightly they sprang upon them and rode 
over in a barbaric, half-naked cavalcade to the priest's 
tent. l\Ien and women rode galloping through the 
valley, up the hill, ,velcoming him with glad cries as 
they drew near. 
"They did not want my religion," says Father La- 
combe simply, "but they liked me. They were my 
friends." 
In the cro,vd he noticed some whose faces were 
streaked with black paint and their hair cut, in token 
of mourning. This looked promising. He asked 
them ,vhom they mourned? 
"Six moons ago," they said, "your friends, the 
Crees, attacked a camp of our young men, killed 
some of them and carried off one of our young 
women. " 
"And did you go to find her?" 
"Her brothers went, but did not get her. They 
carried her too far into the country of the Crees and 
she is dead maybe. We will never see her again I" 
"N ever again?" 
The psychological moment had arrived, and the 
dramatic instinct that had planned this seance recog- 
nized the fact. 
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"Marguerite," he called into the tent. "Come 
here I" 
In a trice their lost girl-active, strong and radi- 
antly glad to look on her people again-emerged 
from the dusky interior. 'Vith a searching glance 
through the crowd she ran directly to the arms of her 
mother. The astounded silence ,vas broken ,vith cries 
of joy, and ,vomen cro"rded about the mother who 
now lay silent in her daughter's arn1S: ,vhile the men 
pushed close to Arsous-kitsi-ralïJi-The-l\Ian-of-the- 
Good-Heart. 
They touched his hands and face and go,vn. They 
told him their thanks jn fervent language, and they 
shouted his name-Arsolls-kitsi-l"arpi! till the coulees 
rang. Then ,vith the young n1en riding ahead as 
couriers Father Lacombe ,vas brought in a savage 
procession to the Sarcee camp, ,vhere there ,vere 
songs of triumph and orations by the chiefs. 
Truly, this was his day. "An ineffable moment!" 
he says, and one that gave him more influence among 
these people and spread more desire for his prayer 
than many sermons or visits would have accon1plished. 
During this triumphal progress of Father Lacombe 
in the hunting-grounds of the Çhinook-kissed south 
the priest of St. Paul found near the mission the 
bodies of t,vo Indians ,vho had perished of hunger. 
The only other item of interest Father Lacombe found 
in the Journal on his return ,vas the record that at 
Easter "the famous old N a Batoche and all his family 
were ba ptised. " 
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The items recorded in the Journal of St. Paul for 
the remainder of that summer are pitiful in their reve- 
lation of hardship from hunger. Père Andre who 
remained in charge during Father Lacombe's trips to 
the plains, could starve with composure, but he could 
not look on cahnly at his inability to help the starving 
Indians begging for help, and he counts the days his 
stout-hearted, resourceful confrere is absent. lie also 
chronicles in the Journal an interesting' incident that 
marked the trip froll1 ,vhich Father Lacombe returned 
on July 9. The latter had been spending several 
weeks with the Crees. 
One day ,vhen the hunters came in ,yith ,yord that 
the Blackfeet ,vere approaching, the camp was quickly 
put in a state of defence. Pits \vere dug to conceal 
their persons, the horses ,vere hobbled \vithin the 
camp. Sn1all mounds of stones ,vere piled outside 
the camp to shield the ,varriors. 
At night the camp \vaited in readiness for attack. 
"At last at half-past eleven, ,vhen we were all tired 
waiting," Father Lacombe tells, "I thought it may 
all be a mistake. Ha!-I take my horse and ride out 
of the camp up the hill. The young men said the 
Blackfeet ,vere hiding in the trees across the valley, 
and the moon was shining full over the hill. - 
"Up there I call out- 
" 'Hey! Hey! .L
re you there and wanting to 
fight? Then my Crees are ready for you. Come 
on, and you ,vill see ho\v they can fight. They are 
brave, my Crees, if you come to kill their people. 
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Come, they are ready. Do not wait till the 
da\vn.' 
"Oh, my voice sounded big over the quiet prairie. 
But there was no cry; only the echoes answered. 
"I ride back to the camp then, and I laugh. 'Let 
us go to sleep,' I say. 'There is no danger.' " 
The Crees decided to leave a small guard all night, 
and the next day while the young men formed an 
armed escort the band moved its camp north of the 
lake. "Thile there were no further alarms it \vas dis- 
covered that this one had not been groundless. 
Sixty Blackfeet had designed to attack the camp 
that night, Father Lacombe learned soon after\vard 
from Big Eagle, one of their old men. But they 
\vould not fight ,vhen they heard the voice of .Llrsolls- 
kitsi-rarpi J ,vho had been in their o\vn camp at Three 
Ponds. 
That brief bold midnight harangue to the alnbushed 
Blackfeet \varriors is worth noting. It is a vivid 
illustration of the instinctive art \vith \vhich Father 
Lacombe's Indian career \vas lit, as from day to day 
he played on the Indian nature as a musician on his 
harp. 
To Father Lacombe the most important event of 
the year was Bishop Grandin's arrival at St. Albert. 
This marked the elevation of the half-breed colony to 
the dignity of a episcopal see. It also marked a long 
advance from the arrival of Bis.hop Provencher just 
fifty years' before to establish the reign of Christ in 
Rupert's Land. Then there were two priests in the 
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whole immense territory west of Sault Ste. Marie. 
Now there ,vere three Bishops and close on to one 
hundred missionary priests, nuns and lay brethren. 
Toward the end of August the Bishop with his 
caravan of carts was met at St. Paul by eight priests, 
the Journal notes-by all in fact who ,vere at work 
in the diocese: Fathers Lacombe, Leduc, Remas, 
'T egreville, l\Ioulin, Gaste, Andre, Legoff. 
On October 26th he entered St. Albert escorted by 
a cavalcade of l\Ietis horsemen who went out three 
miles to meet him. He drove in under an arch of 
greenery erected in his honour, while salvos of mus- 
ketry and cries of welcome rang out ,vith an enthu- 
siasm rare in the calm wilderness. Father Lacombe, 
who had hurried ahead to St. Albert to direct this 
demonstratiol1 and then returned to Fort Pitt to meet 
the Bishop, had exhausted his own and his confreres' 
resources to make this entry memorable. 
The new Bishop, who had so lately within the Arc- 
tic fringe chinked his own huts with mud, ,vas doubt- 
less fully impressed. The first day he officiated in the 
little chapel, ho,vever, he found he must carry him- 
self with discernment in order that his mitre might 
escape being" knocked off by the rafters! 
His palace was of logs, sixteen feet by thirty. It 
,vas uncomfortably cro,vded, and the diet was not 
select. In a letter to his family one of t.he mission- 
aries resident at St. Albert then has left a piquant 
description of the external life. It is marked by a 
gentle ,vit characteristic of the spirit in \vhich the 
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French missionaries of the early days turned off their 
privations with laughter. 
... It however pictures St. Albert at its worst-when 
the mill ,vas not working, and the vegetables were all 
consumed: 
"Eight of us are living in the palace, and we are 
one on top of another. There are seven of us in 
one room which serves at once as a parlour, office, 
carpenter's shop, tailoring-place, etc. A buffalo skin 
stretched on the floor ,vith one or t,vo blankets- 
behold our beds! l\Iattresses and sheets are luxuries 
of which ,ve kno,v nothing. 'Ve eat bread only on 
feast-days and then in very small quantities. 
"On the other hand we have pell
ikanJ a species of 
pounded fat meat pressed into a leather sack ten or 
t,velve months before. 'Ve cut off pieces with an 
axe-it is almost as good as a candle! '\Ve have also 
meat dried in the sun. It is as hard as leather: but 
with good teeth one finally tears it off. Our beverage 
is tea ,vithout sugar. 'Vith this not very recherche 
nutrition ,ve nevertheless are looking ,veIl. I, espe- 
cially-I an} taking on flesh in such fashion that they 
call H1e Canon. " 
The ne,v Bishop speedily attached his priests to 
himself, for he ,vas a man of high principle, unselfish 
and notably an1iable. "7"ith this he was possessed 
of a zeal for his ,york so ardent that during the past 
,vinter in France Louis Veuillot, the prince of French 
journalists, had said of him-UCet êveque des neiges 
fait bien conzpfendre que Ie froid brule. " 
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- 
"This bishop of the snows makes one understand 
clearly how frost burns." 
On the 11th of December Father Lacombe left 
once more for the prairies. He experienced no hard- 
ships in finding the Indian èamps this year, for with 
all his dramatic instincts and emotional nature he had 
too strong a vein of practical sense and organising 
powers to make such a mistake twice possible. 
During his stay in the camp of Sweet-Grass he was 
brought to a young warrior ,v.ho, having his hand 
badly torn' in the hunt, had amputated the useless 
member \vith his hunting knife, binding the stump 
\vith the cord of the sinew which tied his breech-clout 
a bout his loins.. 
Father Lacombe going to his tent was horror- 
stricken at the sight of the mangled arm. Up as far 
as the shoulder the veins and the flesh had darkened 
with blood poisoning, and at the wrist was a mass of 
inflamed, swollen and corrupt flesh in which the cord 
of deer-sinew was deeply buried. Putrified pieces of 
flesh had already dropped from the sore stump. 
Father Lacombe felt helpless before this, but 
S,veet-Grass was relying upon him, so with a prayer 
for divine assistance he nerved himself to do what he 
could. For a few moments he studied the anatomy 
of .his own wrist to avoid cutting into any of the 
principal arteries. Then insisting upon the young 
man turning his head away the priest made a deep 
incision with his razor into the swollen wrist-on, 
down-until he reached the buried cords of sinew. 
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This he cut and with the aid of t\VO fine sticks 
removed it entirely. 'Vïth the sudden resultant out- 
flow of blood and matter the hitherto stoical Indian 
groaned pitifully; but the outcry speedily changed to 
a sigh of relief. . 
The onlookers murmured approval, and taking 
heart Father Lacombe bent again to his work. l-Ie 
cut away ,vith his razor as completely as he could 
the mortified flesh about the wound and burned what 
remained with a sticlr of nitrate of silver-one of the 
few medical stuffs supplied to the missiònaries and 
traders at that period. 
He smeared the arm and stump with a thick layer 
of the balm-of-Gilead ointment \vhich an old Black- 
foot ,voman had taught him to prepare; t.hen ordered 
the young man to lie in bed for days, forbidding 
him to eat meat. Dumbly wondering what ,vould be 
the outcome of it all, he sent up fervent prayers that 
the man's life should be spared. For several days 
he visited him thrice daily, renewing the ointment and 
burning the rotten tissue. 
To the delight of the whole camp, and to the sur- 
prise of no one more than Father Lacombe, the young 
hunter soon gave evidence of recovering, and in three 
weeks was convalescent!. Father Lacombe 
exclaimed with the great Pare, surgeon to four kings 
-"I dressed his ,yound; God cured him." 
That winter again l\Iidnight l\iass was celebrated 
on the prairies in the house-tent. Father Lacombe 
did not return to St. Paul until late in February. 
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The St. Paul Journal records }'ather Lacombe's 
return on February 27th, 1869. One of the horses 
had died during the winter; the one that remained 
was as thin and jaded as its master. But he ,vas 
satisfied ,vith his latest ministry, exercised for the 
greater part of the time in a camp of almost 2,700 
Crees lodged in 400 tepees. 
Toward Easter he preached an enlivèning mission 
for his former proteges, the half-breeds of St. Albert, 
and at its close gave them a rendezvous for a certain 
day to tear do,vn his old bridge over the Sturgeon 
and replace it with a new structure-which they com- 
pleted in two days. 
Here again he combined ,vith his spiritual ministry 
vigorous efforts for the material advancement of his 
flock; and as usual in the fields or pulpit he vitalized 
his followers by the spur of his own splendid energies. 
. 
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THERE was no'v being debated at St. Albert a 
question which had already been considered in Feb- 
ruary, ,vhen Father Lacombe returned to St. Paul de 
Cris from the prairies and found Bishop Grandin 
and Father 'T egreyille of Lac la Biche awaiting him. 
It related to the improvement of their freight-trans- 
portation. "Tith the expansion of their missions the 
amount of money paid out yearly to the Company or 
freighters for this purpose ,vas making terrifying 
inroads upon their slim resources. 
As early as 1854 Bishop Tache and his able lieuten- 
ants at Lac la Biche had initiated a moven1ent to 
improve northern transportation by navigating the 
Athabasca (hitherto avoided by the fur-traders as 
too dangerous). This had no,v been successfully 
accomplished by. the missionaries, but there still 
remained a possibility of bettering t.he transportation 
system to the south. 
As noted in the Oblate Annals, a new method had 
been suggested to Father Lacombe and the Bishop 
by "a certain number of adventurers from 
Benton, a quite new to,yn of the United States built 
near the sources of the l\Iissouri." This method was 
to ship supplies from France to N e,v Orleans and 
thence up the l\iissouri to Fort Benton. 
168 
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It ,vas obvious that Father Lacombe was the man 
to examine into the new enterprise, and on April 17th 
the task ,vas formally assigned him by the Diocesan 
Council. 
HPlein de courage et d'audace/
 he ,vrites in a mem- 
orandum of that trip, he left St. Albert with three 
l\Ietis. Each man rode a sturdy little Indian pony 
and in a cart they had packed their tent and some 
provisions. They soon left the tree-line, and for days 
travelled farther and farther south into the plains. 
The l\letis were very careful in choosing and con- 
cealing their encampments each night, for in spite of 
Father Lacombe's assurance' of the Blackfeet's 
friendly attitude toward himself, they feared a mid- 
night surprise upon their ponies at least. This was 
a dry season and many creeks were dried. So they 
al,vays carried a small keg of water from camp to 
camp. 
One day ,vhen this precaution was neglected night- 
fall found them parched with thirst. Father 
Lacombe, searching about in the dusk, found a 
marshy pool frequented by the buffalo. He brought 
a pail of the ill-smelli'ng fluid to camp, but scorched 
and gripped with thirst as they were all refused to 
do more than moisten their lips with it. 
One l\Ietis suggested that they draw blood from 
the carcass of a buffalo killed that evening. In spite 
of some repugnance they refreshed themselves so, 
but Father Lacombe could not bring himself to it. 
All night he lay in broken sleep tormented ,vith thirst, 


It 



170 


FATHER LACO:\lBE 


1869 


which-at that distance at least-seemed to him more 
difficult to endure than the hunger of his trip to Nose 
Hill. 
At dawn the party spreading out over the plains 
to look for ,vater came upon a small creek. They 
had now reached Arrlerican territory, as they knew 
by that grim sentinel near the boundary, the Chief 
l\lountain-Ninnistakow-recalling to Father La- 
combe his old friend, Rowand of Fort Edmonton. 
The next day on the banks of the l\Iissouri they 
came to a straggling village of log-cabins. Small 
steamboats lay along the water-front; fur-traders and 
Indians dawdled here and there on the dusty street. 
The whole aspect of the place was sunny, lazy and 
cheerful. 
As they hesitated enquiringly on the village street 
a French-Canadian servant of the American fur-com- 
pany approached Father Lacombe and offered him 
. the hospitality of his small home. 
Benton then was the home of many dashing "fron- 
tiersmen and traders ,vhose names still linger in quaint 
or exciting tales of the old trading-days. I. G. 
Baker's log-store was the largest in the village, but 
among the rough-shirted, big-hearted traders who 
loitered about the sunny streets were Tom Powers 
and the Healeys who later struck gold in Alaska, 
J\::aiser-and Harnois, who was to cross Father 
Lacombe's life again-Joe J\::ipp and many another 
who was to find his way across the border into British 
territory. 
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The news soon went among them that Père 
Lacombe ,vas in town, and as the Blackfeet had long 
ago carried his fame across the plains, his arrival cre- 
ated a stir of which the dusty and tired Blackrobe 
,vas quite unconscious. 
As there was no money in currency along the 
Saskatchewan, Father Lacombe had brought a letter 
of credit froll1 his Bishop to the .Jesuit missionaries 
of l\Iontana. Borrowing money for his fare to the 
mission he went there by stage, only to find that the 
.J esuits had no money either. lIe refused their invi- 
tation to wait until they could get some from St. 
Louis. 
Instead, he returned to Benton, resolved to go for- 
ward to St. Louis at once, with or without money. 
Two days later he was selling his pony to repay 
what he had borrowed for stage-fare and to renew his 
l\letis' provisions. For himself, he was a guest of 
Captain Rae of the Silver Bow, who offered him a 
free passage to St. Louis. He was also the owner of 
a well-filled purse, made up for him by the Healeys 
and their friends in Benton. 
The Silver Bow made slow progress down the 
river, because as "the traveller from the British pos- 
sessions" recalls-"We were continually slowing 
down or running aground." Tree-trunks and sand- 
bars frequently blocked the current. 
"We did not travel by night for fear of accident in 
the shallows; the boat was tied up to the bank like 
a broncho. We passed the time talking, mostly in 
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English, of the experiences of each one." But their 
finest recreation was watching herds of buffalo come 
crashing through the trees on the river-bank and pre- 
cipitate themselves into the current. 
"Imagine our boat," Father Lacombe writes in 
vivid remembrance, "steaming into the midst of the 
bison crazed by the shrieks and whistling of the steam- 
engine, and the reports of rifles and revolvers. Im- 
agine the tumult caused by such encounters! The 
,vater was sometimes red ,vith blood, which flowed in 
streams from the bodies of the poor victims massacred 
only for the pleasure of killing them." 
'l"he 11Ïght before the steamer reached St. Louis 
Father Lacombe's generous travelling-companions, 
miners from the new gold-fields, surprised him with a 
purse of over one hundred dollars. This with what 
the generous Benton traders had given him left him 
master of $300. He felt himself a prairie-Cræsus. 
He was no\v in St. Louis, the birthplace of his 
friend Brazeau the Blackfoot interpreter at Fort 
Edp1onton. He promptly made his way to the Uni- 
versity, but paused outside its hospitable entrance, 
as though struck by his own temerity in thus calmly 
claiming lodging in what seemed to him magnificence 
embodied in masonry. 
The massive portal and mullioned windows of the 
College were impressive to the prairie visitor to whom 
for a score of years the measure of architectural splen- 
dour had been the Big House at Fort Edmonton with 
its two score of glass windows. Glass! not parch- 
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ment, let it be noted. 'Vas it possible, he as
ed him- 
self, that he had thirsted on the plains for water and 
watched the miners slaughter buffalo only a few days 
before? 
A warm reception soon made the northerner thor- 
oughly at home. lIe even found a close linlr between 
the University's dignified atmosphere and his own 
smoky house-tent. .. For that Père de Slnet 
who had been a professor here forty years before, was 
the same ,vho at Fort Edmonton in 1845 laid upon 
Fatþer Thibault the mission of Christianizing the 
Blackfeet-and it was Father Lacombe himself who 
had eventually undertaken that mission. 
Archbishop J{:enricl{ received the Canadian voya- 
geur hospitably on several occasions, and his whole 
stay at St. Louis ,vas finely enjoyable. But from 
his own observations and on the advice of the Arch- 
bishop he resolved before he left to report to Bishop 
Grandin against any change being made from the 
Red River route to the l\Iissouri. 
Amply supplied with funds no,v he decided to go 
on to Canada before returning. His father had died 
the year before, and his heart urged him to go and 
see his mother again. 
Entering the Palace in l\Iontreal unheralded some 
days later he was greeted with heartwhole delight by 
the gentle Bourget. Others hurried to welcome hiln, 
and coaxed for stories of the adventures and achieve- 
ments of the Upetite sauvage Albert.
3 · 
He first looked into the circumstances and health 
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of his good old mother at St. Sulpice. Her son 
Gaspard was still wandering ,vith the ,vorld for his 
pillow. There remained to l\Iadame Lacombe near 
the old home a married daughter, another teaching 
school and her youngest child, Christine. The latter 
had developed into a bright helpful girl, and mindful 
of the missions' need of teachers her brother invited 
Christine to come west with him and teach. 
Christine readily consented; and it ,vas arranged 
that the mother should spend the rest of her days 
as a paying guest at the Grey Nuns' convent in 
l\10ntreal. This was l\Iadame Lacombe's o,vn desire. 
A few months later, dissatisfied with even that amount 
of the atmosphere of a city which penetrates a con- 
vent, the brave old mother of the missionary, without 
informing him of her discontent, had friends arrange 
for her entrance again as a paying guest into the home- 
like convent of L'Assomption not far from St. Sul- 
pice. Here she lived content. 
On his return west with his sister Father Lacombe 
placed her in charge of a kindly Can
dian woman at 
St. Paul de Cris, with whom she remained a few 
months before going to Lac la Biche to teach. As 
for himself, when he had reported on the l\'Iississippi 
route to the Bishop, he resumed his Dlinistry on the 
plains. 
Shortly after the New Year he journeyed up by 
dog-sleigh to Rocky l\Iountain IIouse to meet the 
Blackfeet Indians there. As chance had it, Jack 
Matheson, a young trader from the Red River, was 
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going up to the l\Iountain House and he proved an 
interesting travelling-companion. For this lusty 
young giant from the Red River, grandson of John 
Pritchard the private secretary of Lord .Selkirk, was 
brimming over with gay spirits, with lore of the 
hunter's world and tales of the early settlement of 
the Red River. 
Jack l\iatheson was himself to come in time 
through many wanderings and a life of much colour 
to be an Indian missionary in the Church of England. 
But on that trip behind the dogs to l\Iountain House 
there was little thought of prayer or preaching in the 
rollicking young trader's head. 
Disappointed in not finding the Indians at the post, 
Father Lacombe took a young Piegan as guide, and 
set out on an arduous trip in search of the tribes. 
They suffered froni lack of fuel, heavy snow-storms 
and sno\v-blindness, finally being directed to the 
camps by a luckless group of 13lackfeet who were 
murdered a few days later by a hostile band. 
"Before these poor people had separated from 
me, I attempted to turn them back from the direction 
in which they were travelling: I coaxed them to come 
,vith me, but they were deaf to my invitation. It 
seems as though I had some presentiment of evil 
. ." 1 wrote Father Lacombe. 
"I could not remain more than three weeks at this 
camp. I occupied all my time in teaching them 


1 Letter of :May 12th, 1870, from Father Lacombe to his Superior- 
General, published in Annals of Oblates. 
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prayers, the singing of hymns, the catechism and par- 
ticularly in making further studies of the language. 
"You will easily understand what trials I had in 
doing this: to grasp the sounds and fix theln in writ- 
ing, finding the meaning, discovering the grammatical 
rules; this is no little affair. Nevertheless, I made a 
goodly nmnber of discoveries in a short time, and I 
was happy in t.he progress ,vhich with God's help I 
had made. 
"The Indians on their part sho,ved themselves very 
willing--even eager to know something of religion. 
",,"Then the time came for me to return home I set 
out with fifteen families who wished to accompany me 
to the Rocky l\Iountain House. After several days 
passed together at the Fort, I parted from them with . 
regret, to return to St. Albert. But before having 
the pleasure of embracing my dear confreres there my 
heart was torn with a painful spectacle. 
"At some distance from the Saskatchewan R.iver, 
as I travelled along the trail with my men, I carne 
upon some Indians who ran to me weeping. They 
had been despoiled of everything and they carried 
two of their number who were also wounded. They 
were of the Blackfoot nation and ,vere the only sur- 
vivors of the group attacked by the Cree-Assina- 
boines near Fort Edmonton, eight miles from St. 
Albert. They had not eaten anything for three days: 
they were floundering along almost barefoot in the 
slush and ice. 
"Poor unfortunates! I could not restrain my tears 
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at the sight of such misery. But that would not suf- 
fice; I had to giye them some help. I distributed 
among thenl what remained of Iny provisions; I 
tended the wounds of the injured, gave them some- 
tIling to wear and then lent them my two horses. 
"For myself, I had to go afoot, but I had only a 
few miles more to make. " 
The miserable Blackfeet ,vho met Father Lacombe 
,vere the survivors of a small trading party attacked 
by ambushed Crees as they mounted the south bank 
of the river opposite Fort Edmonton. Seven of 
their number ,vere brutally killed and two wounded. 
The surviyors had fled for their lives leaving their 
goods behind them. 
Their tribe immediately sought revenge. One 
night, before Father Lacombe left St. Albert for St. 
Paul, a courier from. the Fort announced that a ,var- 
party of seven hundred Blackfeet was marching on 
Edmonton. 
"The Father purposed to leave at dawn for the 
Fort to aid in averting this misfortune, but toward 
midnight a fresh courier arrived, and he departed 
immediately. " 1 


1 Letter of Father Leduc to Superior-General of the Oblates, Decem- 
ber 22, 1870. 
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A BAND of Crees employed in cutting cord,vood 
had first brought word of the revenge-party to the 
Chief Factor. They hurried to their tepees by the 
Fort, and decked themselves for battle with vivid 
streaks of vermilion. 
Chief Factor Christie ordered everyone within the 
stockade and the gates closed. l\Ialcolm Groat hur- 
riedly crossed some traders frolll the south bank. 
The cannons in the bastions were primed and every 
man held himself ready to defend their stronghold. 
A flash of humour relieved the anxiety when 
Christie, fastening on the Chief Factor's ceremonial 
sword-belt and sword, found that in days of peace he 
had so put on flesh the belt was uncomfortably tight. 

Ialcolm Groat and Harrison Young came to his 
aid in girding his solid form with the outgrown belt, 
and the pinching and pressing process was rich in 
mirth for the onlookers. 
As we have seen, Christie sent a messenger gallop- 
ing to St. Albert for Father Lacombe and some of 
his l\Ietis. Within the courtyard painted Indians and 
anxious whites did what they could to pass the unpleas- 
ant hours of waiting.. . The Blackfeet arrived 
before dusk and lay in ambush among the trees on 
178 
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the south bank. They announced their arrival and 
their intentions by repeated firing upon the Fort. 
The bullets whizzed against the stockade; a few 
found their ,yay over it into the courtyard, but their 
force ,vas spent. With nightfall the real danger 
came, and the men in the Fort strained their hearing 
for signs of life from the ambushed Blackfeet. 
Past midnight the trampling of horses' hoofs ,vas 
heard along the St. Albert trail, and in a few moments 
Father Lacombe ,vith thirty armed l\Ietis hunters 
knocked on the rear gate for admission. Their 
orses 
,vere speedily corralled in the stable-yard within the 
stockade, ,vhile some of the 
Ietis ,vere sent up to 
the gallery and bastions to man these ,vith the handful 
of traders and servants already there. 
The firing had been discontinued, but those on 
,vatch feared that under cover of the darkness the 
Blackfeet would s,vim across the Saskatche,van, lurk 
in the low brushwood by the bank, and from there 
creep unobserved to the stockade to fire it. This was 
the Indian's most effective method of atttacking a 
Fort, and just such an undertaking as had destroyed 
Old Bow Fort decades earlier. 
Father Lacombe, ,vho never carried a rifle, felt his 
defence must be of another sort. Disregarding the 
order for all to remain inside the stockade, he went 
boldly out on the meadows around the Fort calling 
on the enemy in what. Blackfoot he could muster. 
lIe asked them to fire no more upon the Fort, for 
he and the other white men ,vere their friends. 



180 


FATHER LACO:\lBE 


1870 


He-Arsous-kitsi-rarpi-,vho had so lately COIne 
from camps of their people; who had given all he had 
to their ,vounded kinsfolk-assured thenl I10'V that 
the Company was indignant with the Crees ,vho had 
treacherously fallen upon their people. lIe de- 
manded of the ambushed Indians that they depart 
. 
In peace. 
IIis absolute lack of fear for his o,vn safety and 
his anxiet)T to pacify the Blackfeet came close 
to bringing disaster on himself. In the southwest 
bastion beside 
Ialcolm Groat ,vas stationed Donald 
1\IcDol1ald, a new clerk ,vho had narrowly escaped 
,vith his life from a Blackfoot's rifle at Fort Carleton 
not long before. 
'Vhen Father Lacombe, crying out his friendly 
plea, came beneath this bastion-the closest to the 
enemy's encampment-l\Iacdonald's ear caught the 
strenuous shouts in Blackfoot. 
lIe recognized the language ,vithout its meaning; 
gllÎded by the voice he took aim ,vith his rifle 
and ,vould have fired, had not Groat and a l\Ietis 
standing near begged him to desist. 
They assured him the voice belonged to Lacombe- 
Père Lacombe. . Even if he were ne,v to 
Edmonton, didn't he know that voice? 
The priest, mean,vhile, una,vare of his narrow 
escape, continued his ,vay around the Fort calling out 
his message of peace. 
Up in the bastions and sentinel's gallery all was 
silent-as still as the war-encampment across the 
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river. They waited for some response to Father 
Lacombe's plea. Y.fhere was none verbally, but when 
da,vn came it was found that the Blackfeet had quietly 
foregone the attack and pitched off for the prairies. 
Early in the spring of 1870 Father Lacombe in 
compliance ,,,ith a request of Bishop Faraud went 
up to Fort Dunvegan to visit Father Tissier. The 
journey of over 1,000 miles, attended by unusual 
hardships and illness, was undertaken solely with this 
object of fraternal charity; as in the five years F'ather 
Tissier ,vas stationed there he had not seen a brother- 
priest and had endured much in the performance of 
his ministry. 
Father Lacombe travelled by pack-horse and canoe, 
,vith one guide most of the way, by the Athabasca 
and Lesser Slave Lake. 
The trying difficulties of the journey were light- 
heartedly put behind him when he saw the ,velcoming 
form of his confrere hurry to meet him on the banks 
of the Peace. Father Tissier was still suffering from 
the effects of a journey to ,V olverine Point during 
the past winter, ,vhen he had both feet frozen and for 
six ,veeks lay ill in an Indian tepee sharing the semi- 
starvation of his hosts. 
On his return to Lesser Slave Lake Father La- 
combe rallied the l\Ietis of that post about him, and 
began the erection of a permanent mission-house at 
Stony Point. 
From the lake he continued down the Little Slave, 
the Athabasca and La Riche Rivers to Lac la Riche, 



18fl 


FATHER LACO:\IBE 


1870 


where he found his little sister Christine teaching 
school and striving to acquire a taste for dried meat 
and fish, t.he only food she had. 
But he had no time for brotherly solicitude. Ter- 
rifying ne,vs awaited him: his Indians were attacked 
,vith a strange fatal sickness. He did not pause for 
rest, but hurried his borrowed pony along the St. 
Paul trail to the urging of this message : "Your In- 
dians are dying like flies; and, running away from 
the sickness, they die along the trail." . 
T.he epidemic, which started early in .July, had been 
carried by l\Ietis from some infected Blackfeet. 
These in turn had taken the contagion from Il1dians 
and traders of the l\Iissouri. An old Indian at St. 
Paul assured Father Lacombe the disease was small- 
pox, because sixty years before they had it in the 
country and it rayaged their camps in the same way. 
Father Lacombe soon found himself in the thick 
of the epidemic. The only nourishment he could give 
the sick was bouillon made of dried meat, and they 
drank eagerly, for they were thirsty with a great 
fever-thirst. 
Sometimes he was occupied until midnight with the 
sick. r.rhe hour before sunrise was the time taken to 
bury the dead. Then Father Lacombe would call 
the young men to help him, ,varning them that if 
the bodies were not buried everyone would catch the 
disease. 
l\fean,vhile up at Victoria the Rev. George 
l\icDougall, the Methodist minister ,vho had come 
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into the country eight years earlier, was devotedly 
helping the Indians around his mission to make a 
valiant battle against the plague, until two of his own 
children succumbed to the disease. 
At St. Albert the battle was being fought with 
such reck
ess devotion by four Oblates-Fathers 
Leduc and Bourgine, Brothers Doucet and Blanchet 
-that they were all in turn stricken with the disease. 
In the midst of Bishop Grandin's work with the 
stricken Indians near Fort Carlton he received a note 
from Father Lacombe on the prairies. It was pen- 
cilled on ragged brown paper: 


"l\ly Lord, I am in the midst of the dead and dying, and 
am now hurrying to St. Albert where our own men are 
overcome by the disease. I fear there is not even one priest 
there able to assist the dying." 


Father Lacombe's arrival at St. Albert was timely. 
Father Bourgine was down with the disease; Father 
Leduc was recovering, though marked for his life- 
time with the honourable scars of this year's seryice
 
Practically the ,vhole settlement ,vas affected and only 
two or three of the school-children were able to be 
about. 
In the Annals of the Oblates we read in a letter 
from Father Leduc, December, 1870: 
" Father Lacombe was again near St. Paul 
in the midst of the dead and the dying. When he 
heard of our distressing condition, he passed the night 
administering the sacraments to those Indians who 
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were in danger of death, then flew to our assistance.. 
This act of fraternal charity moved me to tears; I 
could not refrain from weeping as I threw myself 
into the arms of this good Father, ,vho arrived so 
opportunely to help lIS through our difficulties." 
'Vhen his confreres had recovered Father Lacombe 
hastened to return to the prairie and like Father 
Andre, who also spent the summer among the In- 
dians, he had many gruesome experiences during the 
epidemic. For the numerous graves he dug his only 
implements were knives and axes, the. clay being 
scooped out ,vith his hands or improvised wooden 
scoops. Sometimes ten or twelve bodies were placed 
in one grave, carried there from the tepees in 
blankets. 
About thirty or more encampments on the prairies 
were affected and there ,vere from twenty-five to forty 
families in each. Father Lacombe found his way 
to most of these camps, performing the same painful 
duties at each. 
One morning ,vhen the young men were. aiding him 
in the burials Father Lacombe sent them back for 
the bodies of t\\'"o children, ,vhich he had laid aside 
and covered with boughs the previous night. The 
men went, but the bodies of the little ones were gone. 
The dogs had already been there; only the torn 
remains ,vere found. 
Father Lacombe heard one old man mourning 
tragically over this: 
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"Great Father," he kept repeating audibly, "is it 
possible that you let us die ,vith this horrible disease? 
-and then we are eaten by dogs?n 
Even Father Lacombe's doughty heart found here 
its limits of endurance and power to console. 
"I could not say a ,vord to comfort him," he says, 
"I could not speak. It was too tragic. What could 
be said ?" 
Instead he took his extra shirt and socks and bits 
of cotton out of the dunnage-sack that served as his 
portmanteau, and went out himself to the repulsive 
task of burying the torn remains. 
The only precaution taken against the disease by 
Father Lacombe ,vas to keep a quill with camphor 
in his mouth. He did not fear the disease for him- 
self; he was too busy thinking of others. But one 
evening after his rounds from tepee to tepee he felt 
so deathly ill he told himself his hour had come. With 
his inherent belief in the efficiency of action he fought 
the nausea by drinking painkiller and taking exercise 
until he was ready to fall asleep from exhaustion. 
The next morning the . ilment, whatever it was, had 
disappeared. 
Before the close of September the epidemic ,vas 
over. Father Lacombe estimated that over 2,500 
Crees died. Others place the number of deaths 
among the Crees and Blackfeet as well over 3,000. 
It is impossible to obtain any very accurate figures. 
At St. Albert most of the Indian children in the 
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Grey Nuns' orphanage died, as ,veIl as many l\Ietis 
and Indians. In every camp on the plains someone 
was mourned. 
To-day, 1870 is a year from which Old-Timers on 
the Saskatche,van date modern eyents, as previously 
along the Red River all dated from 1852, the year of 
the Great Flood. 


, 



XVIII 


THE great progress made by Christianity this sum- 
mer brought consolation to the Oblates after the 
scourge of smallpox had spent its virulence. Their 
absolute devotion to the Indian had not gone unre- 
warded. The pagan warriors were moved by the 
unpretentious heroism of the priests: it had shamed 
their own fear. The attitude of their dying friends 
enjoying religious consolation" also had its effect. 
An item in the Journal of St. Paul records 2,000 
baptisms of adults and children on the plains that 
summer. Among the many 
onversions ,vas that of 
I>apaskis (Grasshopper), a noted medicine-man, who 
embraced Christianity ,vhen on his prayer to the 
Christian God his daughter, the wife of Chief Ermine- 
Skin, l was cured. 
But the conversion that delighted Father Lacombe 
most was that of his friend, S,veet-Grass, the bravest 
and most esteemed among the Cree warriors-the 
Head-Chief of the whole nation of Crees. For many 
years the Little Chief had said, "Leave me alone; I 
will tell you when my time has come." 
N ow toward the close of the epidemic Father 
Lacombe, calling the stronger Indians to prayer one 


1 This Chief and his wife still live at Ermine Skin's reserve, south 
of Edmonton. 
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evening, ,vas astounded to see Sweet-Grass and sev- 
eral of his pagan warriors enter and kneel ,vith the 
rest. 
After the prayer and hymn ,vere concluded, S,veet- 
Grass, mindful of a chief's privilege of oratory, rose 
and asked if he might speak. 
"l\Iy relatives, my friends," he said. "You are sur- 
prised to see DIe here. You haye known me as a 
strong follower of the beliefs of our fathers. I have 
led in the medicine-feasts. To-day, in the presence 
of the Great Spirit and before our friend J(amiyo- 
atchakwe
 I turn a,vay from all that. It is past, 
and I will hear the teachings of the l\Ian-of- 
Prayer." 
Then falling on his knees beside Father Lacombe, 
he asked his friend to make the Sign of the Cross on 
him. 
The priest took the hand of S,veet-Grass, made the 
mystic Sign on the chief, and said solemnly: 
"In the Name of the Father-and of the Son- 
I and of the Holy Ghost, I receiye you, brave chief 
of the Crees." 
I
'ather Lacombe then gave some hours daily to the 
instruction of S,veet-Grass and the band of follo,vers 
he ,vas bringing into the Fold. 
One evening ,vhen night-prayer was finished and 
Father Lacombe sat outside his tent, smoking and 
chatting in Cree ,vith the older men, their causerie 
was broken by Sweet-Grass enquiring abruptly of 
Father Lacombe: 
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"Are you going to baptise me soon?" 
"The ,vhole camp knows I have made you ready 
for that." 
"But perhaps you would not do it, if you knew 
what a man I am and what evil I once did." 
For ans,ver Father Lacombe slipped his crucifix 
from his belt and looking on it said: 
"He became l\lan and died on the cross for your 
salvation: He came to the world to save sinners. If 
you are sorry for your sins He will pardon you all- 
to the greatest-and the ,vaters of Baptism shall wash 
a,vay all the sins of your past life." 
S,veet-Grass shook his head regretfully. 
"IIah! " 
That Indian exclamation can breathe alike the 
deepest regret or the keenest triumph. 
"I ,viII tell you about one time of ll1Y past life; you 
will judge, and some of the old men here ,viII k
ow 
that I speak the truth." 
Noone spoke, and for a long time the evening 
silence-filled ,vith the peace that had come again to 
the afflicted camp-,vas broken only by the low and 
pleasant voice of S,veet-Grass. 
He told of his despised youth as a captive among 
the Crees. Friendless, neglected and taunted with 
his small stature the warriors ,vould have nothing to 
do ,vith him. He-Who-Has-No-Name, they called 
him-until one night he slipped from camp, went far 
and alone on foot into the south country, and 
returned with one Blackfoot scalp and forty-two 



190 


FATHER LACOl\lBE 


1870 


ponies. Then amid shouts of triumph he held aloft 
a tuft of sweet-grass dipped in the blood of the dead 
Blackfoot-Councillor. An old man cried out "Sweet- 
Grass! Sweet-Grass!"-and the whole camp took 
up the name. 
I 
"Sweet-Grass I"
 
So he had won a name; he became a brave, a great 
chief; but his soul was haunted yet by the thought 
of the aged Councillor. 
Father Lacombe heard his story. It was not told 
with bravado, but with regret. His lonely childhood 
had developed in S\veet-Grass a sensitiveness and fine- 
ness of thought unusual in the Indian. 
The wanton murder of an unoffending old man- 
when in the act of worshipping the Great Spirit in 
His symbol the Sun-had weighed on the mind of 
Sweet-Grass for years. He loathed the crime; the 
thought of it had held him back from a Religion 
of Love ,vhich taught "Thou shalt not kill I"
 He 
feared the missionaries would reject him "\vJlen they 
knew all. 
Now with his story told he found no judge, but 
a disciple of the all-comprehending_ Christ, the l\Ian 
of Sorrows, who had said: 
"Let him who is without sin cast the first stone!" 
A few days later Sweet-Grass was baptised, receiv- 
ing the Christian name of Abraham, and his marriage 
was blessed by Father Lacombe. 
Two years later the latter took Sweet-Grass with 
him to Saint Boniface and in the Cathedral there this 
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esteemed chief was confirmed by the chief of the 
Backrobes in the West. 
In November, 1870, Father Lacombe with Father 
Scollen went by dog-train from St. Albert to Rocky 
l\Iountain House and spent the winter there collect- 
ing and revising notes he had made for his Cree dic- 
tionary and grammar. In his many goings and COIll- 
ings, by the firelight in Indian tepees or log missions, 
he had contrived with persistent labour to make 
voluminous notes on the Cree language. They were 
not always of t.he most accurate, but they werè the 
best he could obtain. 
He now put these in shape, as Bishop Grandin 
wanted to have them printed. At the Bishop's 
request also he undertook to write a score of sermons 
in Cree, embodying the whole Christian doctrine. 
Early in December his work was agreeably inter- 
rupted by the visit of a "young Irishman,1 an officer 
in the British Army-a pleasant, fine-looking man," 
Father Lacombe recalls, "who passed several days 
with me. I enjoyed his company, and on the eighth 
of December he served my l\Iass at Rocky l\Iountain 
House." 
Butler's impression of Father Lacombe is clearly 
conveyed in his recent work-"The Light of the 
W est" -where he says: 


1 This was Captain Butler - the late General Sir '\Villiam Butler, hon- 
oured veteran of many campaigns in Africa and India. His book, 
"The Great Lone Land," a classic of Western literature, was published 
as a result of this trip, which he was making as a Commissioner of the 
Canadian Government to report on the conditions of the Territories. 
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"In the winter of 1870 I met at Rocky l\IountaÏI1 
House-a post of the Hudson's Bay Company- 
Père Lacombe. He had lived with the Blackfeet 
and the Cree Indians for many years, and I enjoyed 
more than I can say listening to his stories of adven- 
ture with these wild men of the plains. The thing 
that left most lasting impression on my mind ,vas 
his intense love and devotion to these poor wandering 
and warring people-his entire sympathy for them. 
'.'He had literally lived with them, sharing their 
food and their fortunes and the everlasting dangers 
of their lives. He watched and tended their sick, 
buried their dead and healed the wounded in their 
battles. No other man but Father Lacombe could 
pass from one hostile camp to another-suspected 
nowhere, welcomed everywhere; carrying, as it were, 
the 'truce of God' with him wherever he went." 
While Father Lacombe at Rocky l\Iountain House 
had withdrawn himself from his picturesque nlission 
ambulante and was studiously at work upon his book, 
cataclysmic events were shaking the nations of the 
Old 'V orld. l\Iarvellous as it may seem these were 
conspjring to take the unknown Oblate missionary 
away from the plains and the tepees. They were 
going to place him in a field whose limits should out- 
run all Canada. 
Perhaps Bishop Grandin in his sentinel outlook 
upon the needs of his diocese was the one instrument 
directly shaping Father Lacombe's. course; but the 
causes were more remote. These western missions 



, 
, 
\ 
\ ,
 
I 
,.. 
.{,..Ú 
O
I 

 \ 
, 
\ 
, 
, 



/ 
,
 
(, ol- 
O
 



 


, 
 L.L-.L 
YtMcMurr.y 
IIlOU \ 
\ 
\ 
\\r0 00 \ 
Clil':1!;6 \ 
Ji!!;N.
.:'- t.> B
 L q ' 
IB"I 
At.Aoða!ICo LQI')Ó'''9 . 
.)w..5'R..., d.lwt,.. 
IOftJ 

 pÞ...1 d. V;;:O) 


, .. 
.' 


''''"' 

 


)....,
 
<.., 
""0 
..,,, 
'5>0 
->>.., 

...,
 
....0 
(,-1-.1- 
"', 

. 


MAP 
sho"".ng 
TH t: f'I E:LD Of 
üþR LACOA1I3
.. 
<:
\
 ACT'VITIE:S 
 
, IB
2 to 1872 
and 
1882 to 19 


-. .:. 


, 



194 


FATHER LACO:\lBE 


1871 


had up to now been Inaintained by the gifts of friends 
in France and by the alms of the Council of the 
Propagation of the Faith-the funds of this chari- 
table society being mainly contributed by the French 
race. 
But France was now upset by the losses of the 
Franco-Prussian war, and Pope Pius IX ,vas the 
subject of most persistent and disastrous attacks. 
The administrative forces of the Church, confronted 
with such problems at the very centre, had little tÏIne 
or means for these remote missions of the west. The 
future looked almost as dark as in 1849, when the 
Superior-General of the Oblates decided to recall his 
men from the west, until the touching plea of young 
Alexandre Tache caused him to change his mind. 
To add to their distress, the western missionaries 
experienced an unpleasantness that is one of the inev- 
itable results of the world's pitiful division of creeds. 
Some of the non-Catholic traders and a couple of 
other missionaries took advantage-perhaps naturally 
-of the others' ,veakness to tell the Indians that the 
Chief of the Blackrobes was now a prisoner; that 
their religion had been humbled and they would them- 
selves be recalled. 
This spread among the Indians, and some un- 
friendly spirits among them taunted the poor priests 
repeatedly. But they were not without sympathy 
among their friends: and Father Lacombe recalls 
with tender amusement the martial proclamation of 
Sw
et-Grass that if the Pope's captors sent traders 
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an10ng t.hem his ,varriors \voulù not give them their 
furs: tliey ,vould fight the rascals 1 
The missionaries' condition this year is referred 
to with feeling in a letter 1 writtell by }
ather La- 
combe at St. Albert on l\Iay 20, 1871, to a member 
of the Oblate Order in J'Iontreal. 
He is appealing to the Canadian IIouse to secure 
aid for the missions, since nothing can be expected 
from France. lIe repeats the taunts they have lately 
had flung at them on the Saskatchewan, and adds: 
"For m)T part, and I can say the same for my 
brethren of Saskatche,van and the north, ,ve ,vill die 
of hardships and privations before ,ve will abandon 
our Christians and our poor catechumens. Already 
for a long time I have led the life of the Indians, and 
the greater part of each year I have been at their 
mercy; this ,vill not then be anything new for me. 
Provided I have ,vhat is necessary to offer the IIoly 
Sacrifice I do not ask anything else." 
He announces in this letter his intention to spend 
the entire SUlnmer on the prairies with the Crees and 
Blackfeet. 
The latter, he states, are in an alarming condition, 
being den10ralised by American ,vhiskey-traders who 
are bringing in liquor from Fort Benton. 
"Since last autumn," he ,vrites, "the process of 
demoralisation has, alas 1 made very considerable 
progress: the disorders of all kinds which have taken 
place among the savages and these Iniserable traders 


1 Annals of Oblates. 
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of rum are frightful. "re have done our best to 
inform the American Government of these un.happy 
infringements of its laws; ,vhile on the other side the 
Government of the Red River has made a very severe 
law prohibiting intoxicating liquors throughout 
hese 
territories. But while ,ve a,vait the coming of some 
impressive force 1 to compel the fulfilment of this wise 
law, we suffer unceasingly." 
lIe goes on to cite an instance of ,vhich ,vord ,vas 
brought during the ,vinter to 
Iountain House. 
"'Vhile more than t,vo hundred lodges of the 
Piegans and Bloods were drinking ,vith the Americans 
on the Belly River last October a war-party of Crees 
cOInposed of two hundred and :fifty men fell upon 
them through the night; but the Piegans, although 
taken unprepared, did not let themselves be beaten. 
The Crees were almost all killed by those ,vhom they 
had ventured to attack". ." a result ,vhich was 
perhaps due to the repeating rifles supplied to the 
southern tribes by the Americans. 
}-'ather Lacombe left for the prairies very SOOl1 
after the writing of this letter, for he was anxious 
to reach and bring into the Christian fold all those 
bands on the plains that were still pagan. 'Vith him 
he took his famous half-breed, Alexis Cardinal, who 
had continued to be the most faithful of servitors 


1 The representations of Father Lacombe and others resulted a few 
years later in the organization of the now-famous force of Mounted 
Police. 
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and religious to the degree of eccentricity. Alexis' 
oddities ,yould not permit of 
"'ather Lacombe receiv- 
ing him into the Order as a lay-brother. He 
regarded himself as a n1issionary, ho,veyer, and wore 
a semi-clerical go,vn of black stroud, made by a half- 
breed ,voman on his own instructions. 
'Vithout accident and ,vithout hardship froll1 
hunger these t,vo in 1871 ranged far and ,vide over 
the plains lying south of Edmonton along the Red 
Deer River, the Battle River and ,veIl into the coun- 
try of the Blackfeet. 
In sonle of the Cree camps visited ,vere already 
many Christians, and in each the missionary spent 
about t,yO ,veeks ,vhile he instructed the people and 
fulfilled his ministry generally. He baptized several 
children and sonle adults who had been catechumens 
and were already prepared. 
In a fe,,'" cases he performed the marriage cere- 
mony, blessing the llnions of "men of reputation" 
upon 'VhOlli he felt he could rely to keep their word 
to reject polygamous practices. Seyeral ,varriors 
,yho ,vere "Tilling to accept Christianity had rebelled 
at a form of marriage ,vhich required them to bind 
thelnselves to one ,voman for life. 
"If ,ve marry, and find we cannot agree, we may 
,vant to leave each other. Then what will we do?" 
they argued. 
That ,vas to the Indian the one great drawback 
in this strange and pleasant Christian religion: its 
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l\Ien-of-Prayer not only objected to a brave having 
two or three wiyes-in "Thorn .he sometimes took even 
more pride as a man of means than in his band of 
horses; but they insisted that taking one woman 
he should cleave to that one through good and bad 
seasons and good and bad tempers. 
Truly there ,vere more things in this Christian 
philosophy than ever chief or warrior among then1 
had ever dreamt of before! 
One such protest }-'ather Lacombe recalls in detail. 
A man of middle-age, ,vho had embraced the Chris- 
tian religion, continued to live with l\Iargaret, a 
Christian Cree and the mother of his children; but 
he refused to bind himself to her by. any such solemn 
promise as the marriage ceremony required. This 
was all the more strange because he had a high 
regard for l\Iargaret and had never taken any other 
,vife. 
The woman had for some time been anxious to be 
married according to Christian rites; the man held 
back. Finally Father Lacombe told 'Villiam if he 
did not make up his mind during that visit to the 
camp, he would not permit him to enter the House 
of Prayer. "Tilliam thereupon consented to be mar- 
ried next day. 
Next morning, when Father Lacombe threw open 
the skin doors of his tent to invite the people to l\Iass, 
he found 'Villi am and l\Iargaret with two witnesses 
sitting there stoically waiting. The four rose and 
stood before him on the prairie. Father Lacombe 
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again spoke briefly upon the duties of marriage. 
"Then finally he declared they should cherish each 
other till death parted them, the man was visibly 
excited. 
"At last," says Father Lacombe, "I said-''\Vil- 
liam, do you take this woman, 
Iargaret, to be your 
,vife forever?'-and oh, that sound so terrible! . . . 
you cannot know how,. . in the ears of the 
Indian man. He say quickly to me, 
" 'Stop, Father, that's all fine for you to say those 
words, for you will not have the trouble with her. 
That's all fine that you push me so for 
marry her: but if she give me so much trouble all 
these years when she know I can put her away any 
time-what will she do when she knows I cannot put 
her a,vay?' 
"I told hin1 that she ,vould be a good Christian 
wife, as she had just promised, and will give him no 
trouble. But he talk on. and as I 
wait I get cross-myself-and I say sternly to her- 
" "\T ell, 
Iargaret, you go leave him. You must 
separate then. You leave him to make his own 
moccasins, to cook his meals, to pound his pemmican. 
y es, 
Iargaret, you go l' 
"'Villiam softened-as I know he would-at that 
thought of separation, for l\Iargaret was a smart, 
good woman, and he say quickly again: 
" 'No, I do not want that. I have said I will marry 
her, and I will. But I want to speak my mind first 
about what trouble she may make for me.' " 
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So the ceremony 'vent on. And Father Lacombe 
was al,vays happy to kno,v later that 'Villiam and 
l\fargaret lived together as contented as before, until 
death took one awayo 



XIX 


FATHER LACOl\tIBE spent part of the summer of 
1871 with the Blackfeet Indians in the heart of their 
own country. The camps were pleasantly pitched, 
and buffalo were abundant in the valley. The time 
was favourable for teaching Christianity. 
Unaware that Bishop Grandin was then planning 
a new course for him, he was working out in his own 
mind a distinct campaign for himself: just as ten 
years earlier he planned the establishment of St. 
Albert and St. Paul de Cris. 
These missions were now in touch with civilization; 
he could leave them to the younger priests; for him- 
self-with his partial knowledge of the Blackfoot 
tongue and warm friendship for the race-he would 
select the mission of converting the Blackfeet. 
Up to this time he had been their only missionary, 
and his ministry had been necessarily interrupted. 
N ow he felt he must devote himself entirely to them. 
The yery difficulties of the work appealed to his high 
spirit. He already saw in his dreams a prosperous 
Blackfoot mission on the Bow River. He would con- 
secrate it to Our Lady of Peace as a token of the 
pledge his Blackfeet must give him to cease warring 
upon their old enemies, the Crees. 
In a campaign of instruction that summer, Father 
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Lacombe found that his Blackfeet were not docile 
and appreciative as his Cree neophytes had been. 
One afternoon along the Bow, when he had tired of 
the Indians' camp and company, he walked away 
by the river to read the day's office in his breviary, 
and to pray there in quietness. 
After a time of this pleasant retirement he looked 
up to see two men standing near. 
"What do you ,vant ?" he asked, ,vith a touch of 
impatience. 
"'Ve watch you pray. Are you praying for us?" 
"Yes; for all your people." 
Then they sat with him, questioning him about the 
Creator, the world, its age, how the world ,vas peo- 
pled-and a number of questions that had not wor- 
ried his Cree friends at all. These warriors \vere 
more interested apparently in history than in doc- 
trine, and he felt that unlike most savage tribes they 
were to be won through their reason and not through 
their hearts alone. 
At last he felt he had got a foothold, and he turned 
to his task with fres}} enthusiasm. lIe spent the 
afternoon answering their questions and eXplaining 
difficult points to them. As he defined the Trinity 
he drew a circle in the sand with a triangle set in 
it, making of this a symbol of Eternity, without 
beginning or end, and of the divine Person revealed 
to Humanity in three phases. 
Father Lacombe continued drawing pictures in the 
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sand-and the interest and understanding of his war- 
riors developed more rapidly than he ever hoped it 
would. 
"That night I went back to my tent," he says, 
"and a new plan was with me all the time. I dreamt 
of that. The next morning I took a parchment of 
buffalo-skin and ,vith a dead coal I made all those 
signs again on the skin, with many more. I nailed 
it on a pole in the middle of the camp and called the 
people about me. Every day after that ,vhile I 
stayed among them I made my instructions there, 
and the Indians learned so fast I was happy. 
"At St. Albert, ,vhere I spent a part of that winter 
with the Bishop, I made ,vith ink and paper a longer 
history 1 with these pictures. It started at the Cre- 
ation, and ,vent do"rn through Bible history to the 
coming of Christ; then through the history of the 
Church and all Life on our pilgrimage to Heaven. 
The echelle-the Ladder-the other priests called it 
for its shape, and they laughed at my plan. But they 
liked it too. 
"When I went to l\Iontreal the next year the Sis- 
ters of the Congregation made a fine copy for me in 
colours, and I had many thousand copies of it printed 
in France." 


1 This Ladder (a Bible and Church history in pictures) of Father 
Lacombe was shown a few 

ears later to Pope Pius IX, and its in- 
genious plan so appealed to him that he ordered several thousand copies 
made, that they might be available for Mission-work among the savage 
tribes in different parts of the world. 
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This summer, marked by the invention of his pic- 
ture-catechism, was destined to be the last of Father 
Lacombe's mission ambulante on the plains. 
Up to this time the Saskatchewan Valley had 
smiled to Heaven in the virginal freshness that moved 
Franchere to rhapsody a century and a half earlier. 
The seventies ushered in the beginning of the end 
of the wilderness. Outside forces were moving to its 
,vakening. "T ell-based rumour had it that. the rail- 
way to the Pacific would pass through the Saskatche- 
wan valley. Canada ,vas in honour bound to keep 
its Confederation-promise and give British Columbia 
this railway connection ,vith the east; and to all ,vho 
knew the ,vest it was apparent that the logical route 
lay through the fertile Saskatchewan belt and across 
the easy grades of the Pine River Pass. 
The IIudson's Ba)T Company-eVer)T man of the 
ancient corporation, from stately directors at Fen- 
church Street to the traders in the outposts-looked 
on ,vith dismay. A railway to be built into the heart 
of their best fur-country! Appalling!. . 
the fur-trade ,vould vanish in its wake. The calam- 
ity must be averted-as the diplomatic and powerful 
company knew ,veIl how to avert any peril to its 
interests. 
Bishop Grandin like,vise heard the rumour with 
anxiety, but ,vith no desire to postpone "",hat he con- 
sidered both inevitable and just. His anxiety was 
due to the conviction that this railway would bring 
a great tide of immigration, the consequence of which 
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would be serious for the IndiaIls if they were left 
unprepared to meet it. 
The Bishop had made a comprehensive study of his 
diocese. He was now thoroughly acquainted with 
the conditions and dispositions of his Indians. As 
a result he had determined to provide both Indians 
and l\fetis with schools: and these must be adequately 
equipped schools in which the white man's civilization 
might be inculcated in the children. 
In this way he became the orig'inator of the existing 
system of Canadian Indian Schools. 
On April 2, 1872, the Bishop received Papal Bulls 
erecting a separate diocese of St. Albert, and de- 
fining the ecclesiastical province of St. Boniface which 
was to become a metropolitan see. N o,v that he had 
attained to the undivided responsibilities of a large 
diocese he felt impelled to take up ,vith Father La- 
combe this pressing question of Indian schools. 
For some reason he chose to impart his plans to 
his associate by letter rather than in person. Per- 
haps he felt that he could do it more easily so, since 
it was a hard tasl{ he was about -to impose and he re- 
gretted the necessity for it. He knew that Father 
Lacombe had his heart set upon Christianizing the 
Blackfeet, but that project must remain in abeyance 
for the greater need. 
Father Lacombe was the only man for the new 
work. Of the fifteen missionary priests then in St. 
Albert diocese he alone was of Canadian birth, and it 
was to Canada this new appeal had to be made. 


. 
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}
rance was doing, or had done, her part: the Church 
in Canada should now face her responsibilities. 
The Bishop's letter here translated from the orig- 
inal French, sums up the needs of the diocese and is 
in itself a notable document: 


"ON THE BANKS OF THE BEAVER RIVER, April 21, 1872. 
"Jly reverend and dear Fa.ther Lacombe, 
"I am spending Sunday here on the left bank of the beauti- 
ful Beaver. Last night after being in the water up to our 
knees for two hours fording the smaller stream, 'we arrived 
here too late to undertake another crossing. 
" As a member of our Order you are my ad- 
viser and my first counsellor 
"So I nominate you by these presents my Vicar-General. 
It is not an honorary title that I desire to give you. It is a 
charge I impose on you, the difficulties of which will soon 
confront you; but with the grace of God you ,vill surmount 
them. 
"At the present moment you know as well as I, what we 
can do with the resources which 
'e have at our disposal. \Ve 
can, it is true, live in a poor way, but we cannot inaugurate 
anything. You are begging me to establish the lnission of 
Our Lady of Peace among the Blackfeet; also another 
among the Crees. And how many other places there are 
where our missionaries are on the rack and appealing for 
help? 
"It is necessary then to procure resources in some way; 
our zeal will be paralyzed for lack of means to carryon the 
work. Notwithstanding the number of missions which we 
ought to establish, we are reduced to employing several 
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Fathers simply as school-teachers; is it not a desperate state 
of affairs? 
"It is necessary, mon cher, for you to abandon your 
Indians for this year: I shall myself so far as I am able, go 
in your stead to dispense the bread of the Divine Word. 
"And you, where are you to go? Go I pray you, into your 
own country holding out your hands to your friends and 


. 
mIne. 
"It pains me to impose this onerons mission on you. It 
is, I know, an imposition on Canada, which has already shown 
so much interest in us; but it seems to me that we cannot 
stand on our dignity-when it is as now a question of life or 
death-if we would avoid seeing the young Church of St. 
Albert diocese die at its birth. 
"When, in the last Council of Quebec, there was question 
of asking Rome to erect the ecclesiastical province of St. 
Boniface, I opposed it, fearing that once separated from the 
mother Province we should be somewhat abandoned by her. 
The Reverend Fathers of the Council reassured me on this 
point: 1 am convinced that they win all now regard your op- 
erations favourably. 
"I shall ask one other service of you. It concerns the ex- 
treme need for schools. It is the important work, the only 
real means of civilising our Indians. " 


He here details a plan of raising money through a 
charita ble association. 


"This project blessed by the Bishops and by our Holy 
Father, would also be blessed of God and would be one of the 
most powerful means while conserving the savage tribes, of 
civilising them-this taking hold of the rising generations in 
our schools. With the pennission of the Ordinary try also 
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to find some good missionary priests and some young men 
to come to our aid by entering our Order. Finally, pray 
much for us; if God be with us we must succeed. 
"1 am not giving you a celebret. This letter will prove 
to those who have the patience to read it that you are not in- 
terdicted nor suspended, and that you have the confidence of 
your Superior and Bishop. 
"Go then, my very dear Father; God is with you. Do not 
regard God's work in the diocese of St. Albert as my charge 
exclusively; it is also yours. l\lore, it is the work of the 
Lord, and we are his instruments. 
"Bon voyage! dear Father. 1 embrace you and bless you 
affectionately. "Your devoted brother, 
"VITAL-J, 
"Bishop of St. Albert." 


This letter, written with difficulty in the Bishop's 
tent on the banks of the Beaver, was both a shock 
and stimulus to Father Lacombe, totally absorbed as 
he was in planning the spiritual conquest of the Black- 
feet. He took it as a disciplined soldier, ho,vever, 
for here verily ,vere his marching orders. 
lIe was by no means enchanted with the prospect. 
To his spirited and at the same time sensitive temper- 
ament the rôle of a mendicant naturally did not ap- 
peal. His own knowledge of the needs of the diocese 
and his sense of obedience left him no choice however. 
Bishop Tache had collected $6,000 in Quebec in 1861, 
when his diocese was in such extreme need after the 
fire; why could he not do as well for St. Albert? he 
asked himself. And if he succeeded, of ,vhat 
moment were his personal humiliations? 
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He ,vent do,vn to St. Paul de Cris early in 1\Iay, 
closed that mission and set out for the east. 
lIe made the long journey across the IJrairies on 
horseback, arriving at St. Boniface for the conferring 
of the pallium on Ã.\.rchbishop Tache. St. .Jean Bap- 
tiste's Day was included in the celebration, which took 
the form of a tourney of speech-making. Father La- 
combe delivered his oration in Cree. 
He found the past two years had brought many 
changes along the Red Riyer. On the bank opposite 
the t,vin-towered cathedral of his friend, the frontier 
to,vn of 'Vinnipeg had grown up about old Fort 
Garry. 

Iariaggi, the epic-caterer of the frontier, had al- 
ready opened the first of his chain of "\vestern cafés. 
oLin empty hall in the sprawling town had actually 
been turned into a theatre-,vhile newcomers were 
being pressed to buy town lots for $50 each! \Vin- 
nipeg, in very fact, ,vas a lusty infant creeping to- 
,yard its disastrous boom period. 
.i\t St. Boniface he turned his back on the west 
and entered upon a new life of service ÏI1 which he was 
to traverse continents as before he traversed the 
plains. 
It was a life in which he would learn that the cold 
splendour of European courts could shelter more 
heart-hunger than the smoky lodges of his Indians; 
and that the Gro8-11onnet8
 the Big Chiefs of the 
white men, were no more formidable on acquaintance 
than his old friends, N atous and Sweet-Grass. 


. 



PART II 
uPursue the JJT est but long enough, 
tis EastIn 



" 



I 


WHEN Father Lacombe returned to l\Iontreal, 
fresh from the life of the plains, he surveyed the 
changing east ,vith some awe and a great deal of 
appreciation. 
Behind him he had left the "tall young Adam of 
the ,vest," struggling along its Red River fringe to 
a consciousness of its 0'V11 possibilities-but for the 
rest a ,vilderness overrun by insouciant lndians, 
1\Ietis and fur-traders. 
Before him in the east he saw a new Canada rising 
out of the grave of Old 'V orld feudalism: a superb 
figure that, reaching out to closer union with the 
spectacular young giant of the west, ,,,"ould soon 
stand forth as a nation. 
The score of years that had elapsed since he went 
away had been fruitful of changes in the gray streets 
of 1\Iontreal, but il1 himself the alteration was even 
more striking. He had travelled a long way from 
the timid young Levite who wept as he said good- 
bye to the gentle Bourget in 1852. 
To easterners his strenuous personality and his 
stories were alike unique and pleasing. 'Vherever 
he went he was welcomed royally. It was a strångely 
cold heart into which this "spoiled child of Provi- 
dence" could not creep. 
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His first duty was to call upon Archbishop (later 
Cardinal) Taschereau of Quebec, to lay before him 
the needs of St. Albert diocese, and to urge the estab- 
lishment of an Association to assist its schools. This 
plan did not seem practicable to the Archbishop at 
the time, but he recommended Father Lacombe and 
his cause very warmly to all the clergy under his 
jurisdiction. 
"Ah, he was kind to me-that Cardinal-the first 
time I pass on Quebec to beg," Father Lacombe re- 
calls. "He had an appearance very severe, you know, 
and a face like ice. But behind that I found his 
heart ,vas very warm." 
Father Lacombe hated the rôle of beggar. Each 
time he ascended a pulpit or made an address for this 
purpose the free spirit of the "little Indian" revolted. 
He had lived so long in a primitive lal1d, where a man 
yielded almost without the asking what another's need 
claimed, that he found this work particularly humili- 
ating. ( 
In addition he dreaded those great audiences of 
critical palefaces, as he fancied them to be. His 
method of nerving himself then, and even years later, 
when this feeling arose in him was unusual but char- 
acteristic : 
"Why am I afraid?" he would demand of himself 
sternly. "I come here to speak the word of God, 
to carry on His work. Ha, I am stu-pide
 
stu-pide
 but ! these people are more stu- 
pides even than I!-Now I will talk." 
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In a letter to a friend, written from the Arch- 
. bishop's Palace on Christmas Eve, 1872, Father 
Lacombe anticipates his first public appearance in 
th
 ancient Capital: 


"You can imagine that at this moment I am not very much 
at ease, haunted as I am by the thought of my exhibition to- 
morrow morning under the vaulted roof of the old Cathedral. 
1\ly body groans in anticipation; what will I do when I stand 
before an audience to which I am so averse? 
"But what petty pride! What miserable human respect! 
Is it not sad to see so much self-love in an old Indian-such a 
blockhead as he is too!" 


When the Congregation nuns had reproduced his 
picture-catechism in colours he took it to the Des- 
barats house, whose head had 500 copies gratuitously 
printed for hin1. The Ladders, as he always called 
them, ,vere then straightway shipped back to the mis- 
sions and were soon to be found in every corner of 
the 'Vest, where an Oblate had penetrated. 
He received considerable sums of money during 
his season of begging and remitted all happily to his 
Bishop; but no benefactor, as previsioned by the lat- 
ter, came up now on Father Lacombe's horizon to 
assist him in publishing his Indian dictionary. 1 


1 This was the first book printed in Cree, but not the first in other 
Indian dialects of the 'Vest. The priests of the Hudson Bay dis- 
trict had books in syllabic Indian printed by Palsgrave several years 
earlier, while the Rev. 
fr. Evans, the 'Vesleyan minister who invented 
this syllabic method, had some books printed even earlier. Bishop 
Tache, who originated the Chipewyan characters, had a book of prayers 
and hymns in this tongue published by Palsgrave in 1857. 


.. 
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Finally an inspiration came to ask the Government's 
assistance. 
"Surely this much aid is due the missionaries who 
have been so strong a civilizing influence in the ,vest," 
it was suggested. And the Government, fortunately 
falling in with the idea, made a grant of $1,000 to- 
ward the publication of the dictionary. 
It was found necessary to defer the publication 
of the book, as Archbishop Tache ,vrote no,v asking 
Father Lacombe to employ all his energies in securing 
new French settlers for the west. 
After a brief campaign of begging and coloniza- 
tion he expected his recall to the west. Instead, at 
the close of the winter he sailed from Portland for 
Europe, having been appointed the representative of 
his Archbishop at the General Chapter of their Or- 
der. IIis Grace ,vas too ill at the time to leave St. 
Boniface. 
'Vhen he arrived in France Father Lacombe, like 
all brother-missionaries who had preceded him, ,vent 
from city to city addressing large congregations upon 
the needs of the ,vestern missions. Likewise he vis- 
ited numerous seminaries, endeavouring to inspire 
SOllIe of the students to volunteer for the western 
field. 
A copy of his Ladder, which he presented to the 
Superior-General, so pleased that dignitary that he 
recommended the publication of 10,000 copies. But 
during his stay in Paris 1\1. Letaille, a benevolent old 
man who ,vas the head of the publishing-house of that 
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name, printed 16,000 copies for him at a nominal 
cost. 
Interesting glimpses of the impression made by 
Europe upon the free-lance of the plains-missions are 
to be had in his letters to Father Poulin, ,vho ,vas then 
living in retirement at a l\Iontrea
 hospice, failing 
in health and threatened "rith blindness. It ,vas char- 
acteristic of the western priest's syn1pathetic nature 
that his longest letters ,vere to this shut-in friend. 
From London, ,vhere he is learning metropolitan 
D10des of transport, he ,vrites on April 16th: 


. 


"I have already commenced to plough London-under the 
earth and along the streets and over the streets and on the 
Thames. " 


lIe speaks of visits to museums, to the Lords, the 
Commons and "r estminster. 


""That do you think of all that? I tell you, 1 do not 
know what to think of it. It is doubtless very fine for you, 
civilized Blen, who love these useless statues and walls gnawed 
into by Time, with all the shapeless stone towers which lift 
themselves into the air amidst numerous gables and turrets- 
and the more knobs and holes in them the finer they are con- 
sidered ! 
"Yes, it is very beautiful certainly. But all that seeIns 
nothing to me in exchange for our forests or our prairies or 
even our poor chapels. You may put me down as profane or 
savage, but would you have me think otherwise-moi, a poor 
missionary to those whom people in a sort of disdain call 
savages." 
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Cartier, the invalid Canadian statesman, Count 
Bassano and others entertained him here, but his visit 
to Archbishop l\Ianning was to him the most lm- 
l)ressive part of his stay in London. 
He writes of l\lanning with enthusiasm: 


"How this man pleased me! What a worthy Bishop! I 
made him a present of one of my 'Ladders,' and he seemed 
enchanted with this new plan of teaching the catechism." 


Could the sympathetic Archbishop be other than 
enchanted with the ingenious Ladder, which the mis- 
sionary showed him gravely as his one tangible 
achievement? He likely forgot to be amused at the 
picturesque jumble of men and porpoises in the wa- 
ters that conveyed the image of the Deluge, or with 
the lurid rain 0 fire that is seen to drown Sodom. 
He admired instead the wonderful ingenuity of his 
mind so appropriately fitting the lesson to the 
pupil. 
During their conversation Father Lacombe must 
have made some reference to the unseeing sight-seers 
in the once-Catholic temples of London-or in some 
other Wa)T introduced the subject of non-Catholics: 
for many years after as he spoke to me of this visit 
he recalled that the future Cardinal talked to him a 
long time about their separated brethren-urging him 
to love them as warmly even as he did his o\Vll people 
of the prairies, and to pray for them. 
"'For I was one of them once,' the Archbishop 
said to me, 'and I know how they believe in their souls 
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they are right-so there is no blame for them that 
they do not see the Truth.' 
"Of course, I haye pray for them before, but-" 
added Father Lacombe with delightful naivete, "that 
,vas the firs' tin1e I truly understand the Protestant, 
and I begin to love them-not only a fe,v like 1\11'. 
Christie and 1\11'. Ilardisty, my good friends, but all 
of them: to pity them and pray for them, because I 
love them." 
As naïve a comment as any he makes is contained 
in his first letter fron1 Paris, though it must be re- 
membered that as yet the ,vriter had met New ,V orld 
English only when trayelling: 


"Before leaving England let me tell you, for your satis- 
faction and mine, that I have been enchanted with the good 
manners and politeness of the English of England. How 
very different they are from our wooden English of Canada 
and the United States. To your great surprise, doubtless, 
I shall tell JOu that not oI)-ce from Portland to Dover has any- 
one given me the tiniest trouble nor shown me the least rude- 
ness. This is a big avowal, is it not?-for me, who find it so 
difficult to be pleased with the manners of 'civilized' people." 


Paris he styles satirically "the 1\Ietropolis of 
fashions and good government." In the French 
houses of the Oblates, where so much had already 
been heard of the Indian ,vays and daring of their 
ufameuæ Père Laco1nbe n he ,vas an object of curi- 
osity at first. His Superior-General spent a whole 
recreation near him one evening, he chronicles: 


It 
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" and at the end I believe he was convinced that 
this Père Lacombe, whom they said they had awaited with so 
much impatience, was like other mortals and fed on the flesh 
of animals-not human bodies." 


But the civility of his French cousins bores him- 


"I have begun to get lonely, having no one to argue with 
me. It is shocking; they always agree ,vith me " 


lIe concludes this letter with Hun salut à la 1node 
Parisienne. n At dinner ,vith Louis Veuillot, the 
noted journalist, ,vhere he met several people of dis- 
tinction, the meal did not pass without an amusing 
contreten1ps. He writes to Father Poulin: 


"At the close of the dinner they brought bowls filled with 
sonle liquid. I thought this was to drink and was on the 
point of swallo,ving it, when I had the sensible thought to ask 
my neighbour, the good l\ldlle. Veuillot, what it signified. 
She laughed and said, 'It is to ,vash the fingers, mon Père.' 
"Pugh! how they laughed, and I cried 'Vive nos sau1:ages!' 
-,vho do not need to wash themselves so often." 


The itinerant missionary spoke in churches and 
sen1Ïnaries at Strasburg, Nancy, Vichy, Autun, Brest 
and l\Ietz, so lately ceded to the Prussians. After the 
address in the Seminary here "the Superior came to 
me, and said if the Prussians had heard me they ,vould 
have put me in a dungeon I" A fresh adven- 
ture to which the voyageur-heart of the n1issionary 
would not have been ayerse! 
Father Lacombe did not, however, meet with the 
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success of either Bishop 
"araud or Bishop Grandin. 
He could not speak of his mission-life frolll the view- 
point of a Frenchman. Consequently while the ad- 
dresses of this unusual missionary echoed like pages 
from a medieval romance, the young French semina- 
rian was not dra,vn to emulate him on the prairies. 
Father LacoJ11be ,va
 sOll1e,vhat discouraged. lIe 
writes that he is continually travelling to new points, 
working "like a negro, ,vhen he is not on the trains"; 
..... 
that he meets ,vith little success, and if the tide does 
not soon turn he "Till becolne desperate. As a name- 
less unrecognized Indian brave D1ight do, he exclaill1s: 


" . . . I will become a Prussian, or I will declare my- 
self a Jesuit and declaim against Bismarck, so that I may be 
iluprisoned, and then I sha1l1nake myself a na111e." 


By.June 9th at Nancy he feels that he is civilised 
"almost to the degree of these proud Frenchmen"; 
but ,vhen he is asked to dine ,vith the Bishop of Nancy 
he lapses-and describes the occasion in concise l\letis 
terms of the camp and trail: '
"T e made gl-ande 
chaudierer
 ('Ve had a well-filled kettle of food: a 
feast) . 
All through Brittany, which had sent so many mis- 
sionaries to the west, he met with the most hearty 
welcome. He found that the Canadian Zouaves 
passing through Brittany on their way to Rome had 
made a lasting impression. He D1et D1any like the 
Bishop of Varennes, who said: 
"Send for your baggage: you must stay with us. 
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For we Bretons love the Canadians. They. are our 
brothers." 
To a government official who enquired concerning 
the Indian form of government Father Lacombe re- 
plied: 
"We have the true Republic. God is our Presi- 
dent, and we hold no debates. There is to be had 
only among us-
iberty, Equality, Fraternity. 
Five la Republique-sauvager
 
In Paris he witnessed the splendid reception ac- 
corded the Shah of Persia. But the heart of the 
plainsman is homesicl
; he is gorged with sight-see- 
ing, with the man-made splendours of cities, and he 
is tired of it all. He writes: 


" .. It is true that notwithstanding all the beauti- 
ful things which I have seen in this France and England I 
have looked on sights as fine in the beautiful valley of the 
Saskatchewan or on the borders of some of our fine lakes. 
"Say what you will, you can not take this belief from me. 
I am writing you to-day from a nobleman's palace, but it is 
not as precious as my poetique tent in the wilderness, where 
I wrote on my knees my sennons in Cree and Blackfeet." 


'This is the instinctive Indian in Father Lacombe 
speaking now, as it frequently did throughout his life. 
Is it a reversion to type-some strong strain 
of one of his Indian ancestors? 
Still another side of his character is charmingly 
revealpd in another communication to his friend. On 
the receipt of the good news that instead of being 
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doomed to total blindness Father Poulin may now 
hope to recoyer his eyesight, this letter wells up from 
the emotional heart of the Canadian abroad: 


" What gave me most pleasure in your letter 
'was to know that in the next there would likely be a few lines 
written by your own hand! 
"Thanks, my God, a thousand thanks; and you, my good 

Iother. l\ly friend is going to recover his sight! 
I could weep with the joy and consolation of it. 0, 
my Lord, Thou art satisfied with. his sacrifice and especially 
with his heroic resignation. Thou hast said: 'It is enough. 
I know you now. . Finish what you have under- 
taken.' " 


And at the end of the letter he prints in large round 
letters: 


"NOW READ YOURSELF. I SALUTE YOU-I KISS 
YOUR FINE BLACK E"\"'ES. IN THE SACRED 
HEART OF CHRIST, I Al\I, 
"YOUR DEVOTED FRIEND, 
"ALBERT LACOl\1BE, 
O. 1\1. I." 


Vichy did not enchant him. 


"When people have bathed they soon end by having a fit 
of blue devils, if they are not of the number who go to the 
theatre and other pleasure-parties which they put in the way 
of strangers to kill time. For, voyez-vous, the 
great school of Vichy does not suit me at all. 
"It has for a principle, and it teaches this in huge letters- 
one of which alone would fill one's vision-that when at Vichy 
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to take the waters, in order that they may exert all their in- 
fluence upon you, you must not occupy yourself with any- 
thing serious, not even with much praying to God. 
"We must simply float along the Boulevard, go on the 
minute to the spring assigned to you; look up and down the 
fairy parterres and salute right and left the butterfly-ladies 
in their afternoon toilettes, which give them truly the ap- 
pearance of those insects 1 we call in Quebec 'les Dcn1oiselIes,' 
and then-voila!-when you have looked up and down, con- 
fused and disheartened at all these in1becilities-then to tone 
up your systen1 mentally and physically again, you go and 
throw yourself in the Bath .!" 


By August Father Lacon1be ,vas openly pining for 
the N orth,vest : 


"I am thinking very much of our missions, and Iny ilnagi- 
nation is continual1y with IllY dear friends, the Indians. This 
loneliness takes ll1Y appetite froIlt DIe and sOlnetin)t
s n1akes THe 
melancholy." 


lIe is expecting a visit from the Superior-General, 
and he decided to ask to be ordered back to Canada. 
. . . "1 an1 horribly lonesome," he declares. 
In his next letter he relates an incident to amuse 
his shut-in friend. IIis brethren in Paris tease hilll 
about it, he says, but he assures Father Poulin gravely 
that this has been the one disagreeable incident of all 
his travels. 
The story is that on one of his numerous rail,vay 


1 Quebec country folk call butterflies les demoiselles-the "young la- 
dies." 
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journeys he one day entered a C0111partnlent without 
noticing that it ,vas reserved for 'VOlnen. 
"Soon," he writes, "several ,vomen came in, but 
none took the liberty of pointing out my mistake. 
At the first station these women left, and I was alone. 
Then at the next depot a fat little man, accompanied 
by a lady, opened the door into my compartment. 
"Perceiving me he made big eyes at me, and angrily 
told his wife not to enter until I passed out. Then I 
sa,v the mistake I had made and rose to leave the 
carriage. But my scoundrel called out aloud tu the 
guard, before a large cro,vd: 
" 'Guard, come here, there is a Curé in the ladies' 
compartment l' 
"I now saw that this admirable philosopher ,vas 
bent on making a little scandal. The guard arrived 
just as I stepped out on the platform, and he very 
politely asked n1e to enter another carriage. Already 
quite agitated I said to him: 
u 
iJI
sieu Ie Garde, I am a stranger, and I did not 
know this compartment was reserved.' 
"But my insolent fellow, not yet willing to leave 
me alone, said roughly: 'Y ou ought to have kno,vn 
it !' 
"You understand that 1 had contained myself now 
for a long time. I did so no longer. N ow before 
the ,vhole crowd I gave him something to think over: 
" 'Sir,' 1 said, 'I want to tell you that you are an 
insolent fellow. I can read in your face and speech 
that there are many things which you ought to know. 
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Y 011 ought to know what courtesy is; but you do not. 
You are an unmannerly churl. l\Ioreover in calling 
me a Curé, you are also mistaken: for I am only a 
poor missionary from America. 
" 'I have not the honour to be a Curé. However, 
if I kne,v your Bishop I would go and ask him to 
kindly name me your Curé for some weeks-and then, 
to make you know, if that were possible, I should 
scour you down, body and mind!' 
UEt puis
 voila! the whistle announced the depar- 
ture . . . ": and Father Lacombe hastened to 
find another compartment. 
But his indignation was appeased by' the outburst. 
The man who had defied Rowand, and ,vorsted the 
sorcerer White-head was not likely to cower before 
a noisy little Frenchman of unclean mind. \Vhile 
the plain western speech dealt out to the fellow was 
probably beneficial. 



II 


ON his return to l\Iontreal that autumn Father 
LacoD1be met Archbishop Tache there. The latter 
had been called east to confer with the Government 
concerning the amnesty for the agitators of 1869- 
1870. 
Iore particularly they dealt with the likeli- 
hood of Riel, the leader of the l\Ietis government, 
contesting the vacant seat of Provencher for the Fed- 
eral house. 
Riel and many of his friends desired this; and he 
could easily be elected. But his presence in the 
IIouse of Commons ,vould embarrass the Govern- 
ment and endanger the peace of the Dominion-at 
least, of Ontario, which had become the storm-centre 
after the l\Ietis had come to terms. 
Sir John l\Iacdonald and Sir Hector Langevin 
met the Archbishop in the former's office. They were 
naturally anxious that the Archbishop should make 
Riel drop out of the electoral contest. They knew 
he could prevail on him, for like all the l\Ietis of }\;Iani- 
toba Riel regarded Alexandre Tache as the warmest 
friend of his race among the whites. 
The Archbishop informed the two l\Iinisters de- 
cisively that he would not help them, because he had 
already been too often deceived by them in regard to 
227 


. 
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the amnesty. He ,vould agree to do what they asked 
only on one condition-that they no"\\Y definitely grant 
the amnesty instead of putting him off ,vith fine prom- 
ises 1 
Sir John, with one eye on Ontario's outburst of 
mingled loyalty and fanaticism-and ,vith the other 
on the coming elections, hesitated. At last Tache 
told him he ,vould do nothing in the matter-Uuntil 
Sir Jolin had given hiln a written guarantee of what 
h - d 
J 
e sat . 
"T as ever a n10re suggestive alternative presented 
to that charming old sinner of diplomacy, ,vho could 
indicate a promise ,vith one e)Te and wink it off with 
the other? This ,vas a wall Sir John could not get 
around: and he did not ,vant to leap over it. . . . 
So he retired-some"\\There out in to the gray corridors 
or stately chambers of the Gothic building. 
As he went, we can imagine him smiling. }"or, 
however annoyed or nonplussed for the moment, he 
admired this Tache as one great and generous man 
can al\vays appreciate the strength and ability of his 
peer. 
IIis colleague was left behind to make more prom- 
ises and ,vin over the ruffled ecclesiastic. Langevin 
consequently was magnificent in his assertions, cap- 
ping them with the statement that if Sir John did 
not take the steps promised that da")T to\vard securing 
the amnesty he, Langevin, would "resign from the 
Cabinet and take Quebec with him." 
"I do not want your resignation: I \vant the am- 



1874 


FATHER LACO:\IBE 




9 


nesty 1" was the Archbishop's only response. And 
the intervie,v ended in an unsatisfactory manner. 
The .....\.rchbishop and Father Lacombe now returned 
disheartened to St. Boniface, and the l\Iacdonald 
Government ,vent forward to its overthrow. 
The ne,v Governn1ent reluctantly inherited the 
,vhite elephant of Riel's political aspirations. They 
also approached the Archbishop: he repeated his 
claims to an amnesty for the l\Ietis agitators as prom- 
ised him in 1870. They were not-for the same po- 
litical reason as the Conservatives-prepared to grant 
this. Sir Aime Dorion no,v appealed to Father La- 
combe. rrhe latter, ,vho ,vas in l\Iontreal at the time, 
declined to interfere. lIe ,vrote the political friend 
,vho approached him: 


"1 have been reflecting more and more upon what you said 
to me yesterday, on behalf of l\Ir. Dorion, asking me to in- 
tervene with Riel to secure his pledge not to present himself 
at the next general elections-because his doing so would do a 
great injury to the new government, making it lose twenty- 
five constituencies in Upper Canada; and that on the other 
hand his presenting himself as candidate and his re-election 
for the County of Provencher would compronlisc still further 
his cause and that of his compatriots. 
"A stranger to all political revolutions and occupying my- 
self only with my poor Indians of the N orth,vest I could 
scarcely anticipate that men would cast their eyes upon me 
for this mission. I have concluded that the wisest 
part for me would be to abstain from interfering 
in any ,way in these elections. 
"The affair would seem to me to be more easily arranged 


. 


. 
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by some one of yourselves with the member for Provencher, 
and I could facilitate the interview if you desire it. In mak- 
ing this advance you have more chance of succeeding than 
I, although I fear that Riel will only answer you as he did 
me recently: 
" 'What candidate is there in the entire Confederation who, 
if elected by acclamation in his constituency would consent 
to sacrifice himself to forward the interests of his colleagues? 
And furthermore, there is no such candidate representing a 
principle of nationality as I do.'. " 


Riel had fled to 1rIontreal from St. Boniface in 
1873, when the warrant for his arrest ,vas issued. 
When Father Lacombe met him there in 1874 he was 
in a state of mental derangement, due it was believed 
to the continual fear of assassination and arrest prey- 
ing on his mind since his first hurried exit from St. 
Boniface in 1872. It fell to the lot of Father La- 
combe as the Archbishop's representative in the east 
to visit the unfortunate l\Ietis occasionally at Longue 
Pointe Asylum outside l\IontreaI, where he was 
finally kept under supervision. 
From this house Father Lacombe transferred him 
this year to an institution at Plattsburg, N. Y., where 
he was kept under some restraint. IIis mind con- 
tinued to be affected at intervals-al,vays upon re- 
ligious and political questions. One night in 
particular he astounded the community by running 
into the dining-room scantily clad and proclaiming 
himself to be the Holy Ghost. 
Notwithstanding his eagerness to go and èivilise 
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the Blackfeet Father Lacombe permitted himself to 
become absorbed in work for Archbishop Tache. 
This prelate ,vas then bending his energies to pro- 
moting colonization of the west, and Father Lacombe 
seemed the one man equipped to be his lieutenant. 
His kno,vledge of the west and persuasive person- 
ality both fitted him for his ne\v duties. 
On July 22, 1874, Father Lacombe returned from 
a colonization campaign to \Vinnipeg as parish-priest 
of St. l\Iary's in the gro,ving frontier-town. This 
was to be his headquarters while he continued his 
work of colonization. A large log-building served 
as a church and residence for himself and curate, 
Father Baudin. The church situated on the second 
floor was only reached by an outside stairway. 
The building had been erected for him, and for 
once Father Lacombe stepped into a mission-house 
which he did not have to construct or chink. This 
,vas an aid to bodily comforts; but in other ways the 
missionary did not enjoy his early ministry at \Vinni- 
peg. The people he met in his own parish or out 
of it seemed to him to be rarely as good or kind as 
his Christian Indians; while to sections of the popu- 
lation he found his priestly garb was offensive. 
Of these he used to ask indignantly: 
"Why shouldn't I wear my soutane if I want to? 
We have done much to civilize this country wearing 
these soutanes: they are the Oblates' uniforms as 
soldiers of Christ. The policemen, the trainmen and 
the Queen's soldiers wear their uniforms-and no one 
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objects. 'Vhy shouldn't I wear mine ,vithout re- 
marl
 ?" 
l\Iore than once inslIlting, jeering remarks ,vere 
thrown slyly at him as he passed through the streets; 
and usually then a very Ilnpriestly desire came to 
thrash the man or boy ,vho flung the jeer at the cruci- 
fix or robe. There never ,vas anything of the turn- 
the-other-cheel{ Christianity about Father Lacombe. 
In the spring of 1875 he brought out a large number 
of excellent settlers. In 1876, in res!)onse to his 
efforts in Quebec and l\lassachusetts fully 600 
French-Canadians arrived in l\Ianitoba. N e,v ]?ar- 
ishes ,vere formed at numerous points on the prairies, 
and Father Lacolllbe-rejoicing in the pleasure this 
gave his invalid Archbishol)-applied himself to col- 
onization ,vitI} zest, as though he really enjoyed it. 
In reality he found it very ungrateful ,york. 
In 1877, accompanied by. }'ather Fillion and t,vo 
others, he continued his worl
. This year 400 families 
,vere settled in l\Ianitoba. On one trip ,vest Father 
Lacombe accompanied ten families from Lo,vell. 
The ,veather ,vas delJressillg, and the band of emi- 
grants discourag'ed. On their arrival he left thenl in 
the immigrants' quarters promising to go ,vith then1 
next day to select their farms. 
The next day ,vas radiantly fine. "But 
such mud! The oily mud of 'Vinnipeg in the days 
before there ,vere pavements," Father Lacombe 
shuddered to recall it. 
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The newcomers sat outside the Hall smoking dole- 
fully. Inside the building their womenfolk were 
complaining steadily. They clamoured to go home. 
"How do things go this morning?" Father Lacombe 
asked them. 
"Oh, no better. It is a poor country you bring us 
to. It is always raining-raining; and then mud! 
Look at that mud! We will go back east." 
The words and manner alike were impertinent; 
and when they would not listen to his placating re- 
marks all Father Lacombe's patience fled, and he 
cried to them: 
"Then go back, since you have not more sense than 
to judge a country before you have looked into it. 
If there is deep mud here it is only because the soil 
is fat-the richest in America. But go back to your 
1\iassachusetts if you want to, where the soil is all 
pebbles, and ,york again in the factories I" t 
His outburst acted upon their flagging ambitions 
like a cold douche. They decided to stay in Mani- 
toba, and in a few years they had no reason to regret 
their decision. 
"This year of 1877," Father Lacombe notes in his 
letters "was one of events on the Red River. . . ." 
And not the least was the arrival of the first locomo- 
tive-engine brought on a decorated barge down the 
river by the steamer Selkirk. During the last four 
miles of its journey the ,vhistles of the Selkirk tooted 
joyously: the bells of St. Boniface added their peals, 
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waking the echoes of vanished days along the historic 
river. And Winnipeg turned out en masse to wel- 
come the hß,rbinger of the new Era. 
Apart from the ordinary round of his ministry and 
his eastern work this period of Father Lacombe's life 
was marked with the formation of several notable 
friends.hips. Friends have al,vays been to his warm 
nature the jewels strung along the rosary of his years, 
and these of the seventies made no exception. 
In St. Paul he met Jim Hill, then a man in the 
prime of life and already marked out as one of the 
coming men of the west. Two qualities drew Father 
Lacombe's regard to him-the excellence of the man 
in his domestic relations, and his commanding genius 
for business-coldly daring, keen and unfailingly ac- 
curate in his judgments. 
One day driving do,,
 the ,vinter trail to St. Paul 
Father Lacombe met Dona
d Smith. He also was 
in his prime, a man of greater abilities and more stu- 
pendous plans than the Red River yet realized. The 
priest, who had always a keen scent for the note of 
distinction in a man's character, soon felt himself 
drawn to a friendship for Smith which ,vas to be per- 
manent. 
Mr. Smith was delicately thoughtful for the mis- 
sionary during their long cold drive. As habitual he 
was strikingly pleasant in voice and manner: where- 
fore Father Lacombe adds: 
"But ah, he was determined behind that pleasant- 
ness. For the Company he was the ideal man: 
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smooth but so firm! He fulfilled always their motto 
-
Pro pelle cutem.
 Also he was the most lucky man 
I ever kne,v-and one of the most agreeable to ap- 
h " 
proac . 
Another interesting man of the early days of 
Canadian rule in the ,vest was Luxton, the brilliant 
founder of the l\Ianitoba Free Press. His first meet- 
ing with Father Lacombe was made pic
uresque by 
the circumstances and the strong individuality of the 
two. 
This is the story of their meeting, evoked by a 
question concerning an old letter. 
""Then I was at St. l\Iary's of Winnipeg, you un- 
derstand that was hard work for me, making the 
foundation of a new parish ,vith a melange of all kinds 
of people-Ontariens
 Metis, Scotch, Irish, French 
and some Indians. 
"Well, ,vhen I was there in 'Vinnipeg a newspaper 
,vas organized-what you call the Free Press
 and 
Luxton, that was the man at the head. He did not 
care much about us, you understand. He did not 
know anything of us priests nor our faith, and he was 
prejudiced. From many little things I see that. So 
I decide to go and tall{ ,vith him. " 
Father Lacombe's old eyes twinkled at the memory 
of that interview and of Luxton's laughter at the 
audacious Blackrobe. 
Like everyone else to whom this naïve, warm- 
hearted priest cared to show his real self the keen- 
witted newspaperman was captivated with his amusing 
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jumble of fun and diplomatic wile. Luxton eventu- 
ally came to regard Father Lacombe and his enter- 
taining friendship as one of the mental oases of his new 
life! The regard was mutual. 
"I admired that man," Father Lacombe recalls; 
"he was so honest and sincere and upright." 
Later on Luxton felt it in his conscience to attack 
the Canadian Pacific for what he believed to be 
monopolistic methods; likewise he defended the Cath- 
olics' claims to maintain their own schools upon their 
own taxes, if they so desired. Both courses were un- 
popular with the po\vers and the first ruined him. 
So when Luxton's uncompromising independence 
and sincerity had brought him to hard days, and when 
.many former friends had deserted him it ,vas to Father 
Lacombe he came one day; and that warm heart, 
touched to the quick, saw him over the darkest days 
until new hope came. . 
Here is the letter that had lain forgotten while 
Father Lacombe talked-one written years after 
Luxton left Winnipeg. 


"ST. PAUL, Minn., Sept. 
3, '99. 
"Rev. Father Lacombe, Edmonton, N. W. T. 
"My REV. AND DEAR FATHER: I have seen in the Win- 
nipeg papers that just about now the fifty-year jubilee of 
your entering upon your holy work is being celebrated. 
Though 1 am not sure that it is not somewhat of an im- 
pertinence on the part of one "Tho is not of the same fold 
to do 80-1 cannot forbear tendering my congratulations 
on the occasion. Your humanising work-not to mention 
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the strictly Christian part-has been such that it cannot 
fail to command the admiration of all good men who know 
anything of what it has been. 
"l\ly dear and venerable Father, permit me to assure you 
of my most fervent hope, that you may yet be spared 
man y more years of valuable life to be more or less an 
active participant in good work, and to enj oy seeing the 
fruits before you are called hence to whatever reward is in 
store for the Inost holy of men-for that I know is yours. 
"Respectfully and affectionately, 
"y ours truly, 
"W. F. LUXTON." 


The restraint over the warmth of this letter tells 
its own story of Luxton's attitude toward priests, be- 
fore he came to know this one. 'Vhen he wrote the 
letter he was manager of a paper in St. Paul; since 
then he has passed away, ,vhile his octogenarian friend 
remaIns. 
During Father Lacombe's incumbency of St. 
l\Iary's Church a young Metis named Angus J\Iorri- 
son was committed to gaol on a charge of murder. 
As chaplain of the Penitentiary Father Lacombe 
one day met his half-breed there-all half-breeds 
were his
 it will be noted. Angus was a good-looking 
youth of twenty who always protested his innocence 
of murdering a Scotch settler for robbery. l\Iany 
believed him innocent, and general sympathy was felt 
for him. 
During his imprisonment Father Lacombe was his 
spiritual adviser. When he was finally sentenced to 
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be hanged Father Lacombe circulated a petition pray- 
ing the authorities to commute the sentence. Eventu- 
ally an imposing list of names ,vent down to Ottawa, 
but it was decided that the sentence should be carried 
out. 
To Father Lacombe's distress, ,vhen he conveyed 
.. 
this news to the prisoner, the lad fainted. Again 
when Angus took leave of his ,vido\ved mother the 
scene ,vas so pitiful that Father Lacombe felt he had 
known nothing of hUlnan grief before. 
This is his story of Angus in part: 
"Hah! I prepared him then to be strong and cour- 
ageous, but I told the Bishop I ,vould not consent to 
go to the hanging. Ah, I could not do that. 
I made a plan-in a l\Ietis parish nearby they had 
wanted me for many ,veeks to preach a retreat. 
This was my chance. 'Now,' I said to the 
Bishop, 'I am going.' 
" 'But that will take you a,vay some days,' he said: 
'You forget your Angus.' 
"I beg him then to let me go a\vay: some stronger 
priest would go with Angus. 
" 'No,' the Bishop insist ,vith me, 'you prepared 
him; he loves you no,v like a father. If you go away 
he will be discouraged. This is your ""'"ork for hin1. 
It is your duty as a priest.' 
"Then I go home and say to myself: 'No, I cannot; 
it will kill me.' Some days I was thinking 
that, but at last one day at l\Iass I feel to myself I 
can go no\v, since it is my duty. But again 
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when I think of it-it wa
 like killing myself. Al- 
ways I felt that on my mind. . 
"That night before the execution I stayed all night 
in his cell ,vith Angus. He was a frightened lad, my 
Angus-very nervous and affectionate. I told the 
gaoler he must not put the irons on that night: I 
would be responsible. He did as I said. 
"After ,ve said the prayers Angus slept all night, 
but I could not close my eyes. I just watch that poor 
lad and pray for him. . . . At four o'clock I 
roused him. 
"When he wake to that day and know it-he crie"d; 
my poor Angus! And I let him cry well at first. 
Then I help him dress. Outside in the hall before 
his cell I offered the Sacrifice of the l\Iass, and gave 
him communion. He would not take any 
breakf ast. 
"That ,vas a :fine day-cold but fine, and the scaf- 
fold ,vas built outside the windo,v on the second story. 
"\Vhen we came to that ,vindow I felt I was going to 
faint u1yself, because going through the corridor I 
saw the hangman coming all in black. 
"Outside, it seemed all the people of WiImipeg 
were there: that ,vas one of the first hangings in the 
town. 
"I was afraid for Angus, and I say: 
"'
fy boy, show yourself a brave man to those 
white peoples-' 
"They told t.he prisoner to speak, but he could not. 
I spoke for him, just to say that Angus was dying 
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all right with his God, and he asked pardon from any 
one he had ever hurt. 
"Now-ah, God came upon me, and my weakness 
changed. No more nervous-I was all master of my- 
self 1 
"Over us there was a big black flag, and down be- 
low I knew there was a coffin and across 
the river the bells of St. Boniface were tolling. 
"It was nine o'clock-the hour. 
"Angus knelt, and I pronounced over him a last 
absolution. Ah-h! " 
The old priest's head fell forward in silence, and as 
I waited I heard echoes of Eternity. 
"The body of my Angus ,vas brought to St. Boni- 
face that day-and the Bishop Tache made one of his 
finest sermons over that poor boy. That text he took 
from the Dies Irae
. you know that grand sentiment 
in it.! ÇTantus labor non sit cassus?
-'Shall 
such love meet no return?' 


1 The reference here is to one verse of the Dies Irue, the superb 
requiem hymn of the Catholic Church composed many centuries ago. 
Its rhythm has the swing of a tolling bell; chanted, it is one of the 
most affecting and beautiful things in the world of music. The verse 
from which the text was taken is in full:- 


Quarens me sedisti lassus, 
Redemisti crucem passus: 
Tantus labor non sit cassus? 


Seeking me Thou sat'st forlorn, 
Saved me on the tree of scorn: 
Shall such love meet no return? 



III 


EVEN in the pampered ways of civilization Father 
LacoInbe lost none of the vitality which had so dis- 
tinguished him on the plains. One day in the 
spring the small riverboat Swallow
 on which he was 
returning from Selkirk mission, suddenly careened 
off Point Douglas in a bitter ,vind and snowstorm. 
All hastened to the small boats. Father Lacombe 
missed his footing and fell into the river. 
As he ,vas about to sink a second time a man 
caught him by the hair llnd pulled him into the boat. 
Numbed and icy after a long walk on reaching land 
he found shelter in a l\Ietis cottage, while a messen- 
ger ,vent to St. Boniface for the Archbishop's car- 
. 
rlage. 
"I went to bed about five o'clock that day maybe; 
next day I rise about seven, all right. That was 
nothing-a dip in the river!" 
But while Father Lacombe was spending himself 
in moulding into shape the elements of his town-par- 
ish and in colonisation work-events were moving 
marvellously on the plains among his own people. 
The Government of Ottawa, recognizing that a 
new period of western development was at hand, 
mobilized and despatched to the Northwest-in 
1874-8 semi-military force of Mounted Police. 
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The intention was to pave the ,vay for ne,v forms of 
government, meanwhile suppressing cattle-stealing 
and the illicit sale of liquor on the l\Iontana border. 
Having profited by the lesson of the lled River 
agitation the Government also sent comn1issioners 
into the country to deal with the Indian tribes before 
the change came about. By these treaties the In- 
dians agreed to live within fixed limits of territory 
called reserves, and ill lieu of certain annu
l pay- 
ments and rations they yielded all claim to the wide 
hunting-grounds of their fathers. 
It ,vas at Treaty No.6, near Fort Pitt, that Father 
Lacombe's Cree friends made their surrender. 
Sweet-Grass was still Head-Chief, and that day he 
spoke worthily for his people, urging them to come 
peacefully into treaty-relations and learn to farm like 
white men. The Treaty stipulated not only money 
payments but the provision of schools on reserves and 
practical instruction in farming. 
In 1877 Governor Laird brought the Blackfeet 
into treaty. Father Lacombe ,vas invited by the 
Federal Government to be present as counsellor and 
friend of these Indians, in the same capacity Bishop 
Grandin had attended the Cree treaty-ceremonies. 
He left Otta\va in August intending to travel by St. 
Paul and Fort Benton to l\Iacleod, the new Police 
post in the Blackfoot country. 
Unfortunately he fell ill at St. Paul and after a 
severe sickness of weeks was obliged to return to St. 
Boniface. The treaty-commissioner mean\vhile se- 
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cured as his substitute his former assistant, Father 
Scollen. 
The preliminaries of the Indian problem being dis- 
posed of and the Indians established on their reserves 
the Government was reprehensibly slo\v in carrying 
out its whole programme. They were to teach the 
elders to farm and the children to read: they lagged 
in doing both. 
The buffalo, steadily decreasing in numbers for 
some years, suddenly disappeared. 
Nothing could have more effectively broken the 
links of the Past for the Indian. The buffalo had 
been their living manna. Emerging each spring 
from the earth, as they once believed, the Indians 
looked on the buffalo as a manifestation of the Great 
Spirit's care for his people. 
With the coming of the whites this was gone! 
They did not stop to reason why; or to what ex- 
tent their reckless slaughter ,vas accountable. They 
preferred to blame the extermination of the buffalo 
upon the Sioux and American trader with his repeat- 
ing-rifles. 
It \vas in the winter of 1878-1879 the Indians' best 
friend disappeared entirely, and the Hunger-
Ioon 
of the Blaclrfeet did not last for twenty-eight days 
that year, but for months. 
The Crees, more fortunate in their northern hunt- 
ing-grounds, had resource in other game and in goods 
exchanged for furs at the Company's posts. But the 
Blackfeet did not live in a fur-country. As in .John 
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Rowand's day the buffalo had been their all. They 
were now in a most desperate plight. 
Twenty years before Father Lacombe had begun 
to Christianize the Blackfeet, and it was ten years 
since he had planned to give himself entirely to civ- 
ilising the!ll. In all this time he had lost none of his 
original interest in these Indians, and it was with 
poignant grief that he heard of their present condi- 
tion through letters from Father Scollen. 
He had known them in their pride-kings of the 
open plain in their barbaric power-brave and proud, 
honourable and hospitable; dwellers in frail skin- 
lodges yet Lords of all the outdoor world. N ow he 
heard of them as miserable dependents upon the char- 
ity of the l\lounted Police and the missionaries. Ow- 
ing to the difficulties of transportation supplies could 
not be brought in readily. Moreover ir! spite of the 
best efforts of those in the country it was difficult to 
bring Ottawa to understand the acute distress that 
prevailed. 
Father Scollen in his voluminous letters related 
that the Indians were devouring their dogs and had 
even eaten the carcasses of poisoned wolves and soup 
made of old buffalo bones gathered on the prairies. 
A few of the aged died of starvation and he had seen 
men leaving their lodges because they could not pro- 
vide food for children wailing with hunger. 
They had begged all they could from the few 
whites in the settlements. N ow he feared they 
would be driven to steal the range-cattle. 
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In a letter by the same writer forwarded to Ot- 
tawa by Major Irvine, N. W. M. P., the harrowing 
condition of the Indians is strongly set forth. He 
demands farming implements and seed for the Pie- 
gans, as promised at their Treaty two years earlier. 
He concludes with the hope that if not palatable his 
letter may at least be useful-"for I can assure you I 
have written it with all frankness." Which state- 
ment no one who has read the letter will doubt I 
Jean L'Heureux, an interesting character who had 
applied, but was rejected by Father Lacombe, as a 
catechist at l.Jac Ste. Anne in the fifties, wrote an 
appeal from the camp of Chief N atous. He im- 
plored the Princess Louise at Ottawa, as the daugh- 
ter of the Great 1\iother, to take pity on the starving 
women and children. 
Bishop Grandin in one letter to Father Lacombe 
-to whom he is always prompted to turn when in 
distress-sums up the tale of misery among the 
northern tribes: 


" .. To-day again we have learned very sad news 
of these poor inhabitants of the plains. The l\1etis would 
have been able to keep off starvation with the provisions 
they laid by last autumn, but the starving Crees threw them- 
selves on their mercy. The latter were reduced to eating 
their dogs and horses: dying with hunger, to eat the car- 
casses of poisoned wolves and dogs. 
" . . . At St. Albert, too, we have had reason to 
feel want to some degree. A band of Assinaboines passed a 
part of the winter camped around us. Their hunt had not 
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been successful and ,ve did what we could to give them aid. 
Without the Company, without our missions and others, 
many would have died of hunger. . . . Our dear Father 
Leduc, who hoped he had provisions ahead for two years, 
fears we will be short of food before the spring i
 over." 


There could not have been more painful ne\vs for 
Father Lacombe than this, repeated in letter after 
letter from his confreres. It was the more distress- 
ing that he had no means with ,vhich to send relief; 
and he could almost reproach himself that he was 
living in some degree of comfort while they suffered. 
Acting on the information contained in his letters 
he demanded from Otta,va that they hasten relief 
to the west. In the case of human suffering his tem- 
perament never would brook the delays of red tape. 
As a consequence of the many representations 
from the north,vest relief was hurried to the Indians 
in the spring of 1879. 
On June 2 Father Lacombe sailed for 'Europe. 
He had been delegated to represent Archbishop 
Tache at the General Chapter of their Order assem- 
bling in France. 'Tisiting Rome, he presented the 
Pope with a copy of his Cree-French dictionary. 
The happiness he experienced in meeting for the 
first time the Commander-in-Chief of their scattered 
missionary forces reveals itself joyously in letters to 
the Archbishop. The latter affectionately assures 
him that he is glad his own illness has given this op- 
portunity to his friend. 
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The glories of Rome's art and architecture found 
a more appreciative spectator in him than the splen- 
dours he looked on during his first visit to Europe. 
He confesses he is again civilisé. 
But one day in a Roman crowd he finds that a 
purse with one hundred and thirty francs has been 
abstracted from the wide pocket of his soutane, and 
he satirically notes that he is not in the west-where 
men are not sufficiently civilised to steal! 
Still another day the Saskatche,van is vividly re- 
called to him: up on the great cupola of St. Peter's, 
enjoying a superb view of the city built on the Seven 
Hills, he meets two priests from Louisiana and from 
them hears of Father Frain. This was the delicate 
young ecclesiastic whom twenty years before he 
brought on a dog-sleigh to Fort Edmonton to con- 
sult Dr. Hector. 
N ow the same Père Frain is somewhat of a per- 
sonage in his southern home- 
unlonsignor Frain!"-the old Indian missionary 
notes expressively in his diary. His friends are all 
becoming Bishops or Monsignori; he remains only the 
old Father Lacombe. But what of that, since he is 
also to his Indians Arsous-kitsi-rarpi-the Man-of.. 
the-Ciood-Heart? 
In Paris on his return he again visits the old pub- 
lishing-house of Letaille and arranges for the publi- 
cation of a new illustrated catechism for the Crees. 
It is a fine edition, of which Father Lestanc receiving 
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a first copy in his remote mission exclaims-"Truly 
you are of the Age of Progress I" 
Father Lacombe, while in l\Iontreal on his return 
early in 1880, arranged a loan of $20,000 for the Col- 
lege being built by the Archbishop of St. Boniface. 
In the same year constructon began upon a stone 
church for his parish of St. Mary's and upon a girls' 
academy adequate for the needs of the growing pop- 
ultion. 
From these facts it is obvious that Winnipeg was 
rapidly growing too commonplace and civilized for 
F'ather Lacombe to be quite happy in it. \Vriting 
to a friend on January 8th, he says: 


"Here, my dear Father, I continue to do penance by re- 
maining in the midst of modern civilization. More than 
ever I long for the Indian missions. . . ." 


But even as the monotony of his parish-work trou- 
bled his peace of mind a new field was opening for 
him. 
Destiny was afoot on the plains, knocking at the 
great gates of the west. The steel head of the new 
trans-continental was pushing its ,vay out to the 
prairies, bringing in its wake all the seeds of develop- 
ment the west ,vas to know in the next t\VO decades. 
Fully one-third of the workingmen engaged on 
the construction-work were recruited from the l\Iani- 
toba settlements of French-Canadians. There were 
other Catholics among the workmen and staff, and 
the Archbishop occasionally sent a priest out to visit 
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them. This man had reported the navvies in a sad 
condition through the bad influence of whiskey-ped- 
dlers, "bad-men" and other demoralizing agencies 
that follow close upon rail,vay construction. 
ilt the request of several of the contractors .the 
ilrchbishop arranged they should have a permanent 
chaplain. His judgment promptly selected Father 
Lacombe as the one man for the service. A man ,vho 
had always made his way with the plains-nomads 
was not likely to be discouraged or repelled by the 
unlovely conditions of railway-camps. 
On November 2, 1880, with Sir Charles Tupper 
as a fellow-traveller, Father Lacombe went out from 
Winnipeg to his new mission. He travelled by wag- 
on-road and construction-train to Rat Portage-then 
the terminus of the road. Here, cordially welcomed 
by the contractors, he established himself in an un- 
finished building, with an old box-car for a tempo- 
rary chapel. 
His first impression of navvies pertained to the 
extent of their blasphemy-vile utterances thrown 
about as lightly as a man calls for pick or axe. To 
him, at once reverent and aggressive, this was a toc- 
sin. His rebukes and appeals were as impassioned 
as their utterances were hardened and criminal. He 
made indeed of his own faith and love and reverence 
whips to drive the fear of the Lord into their neg- 
lected souls. 
It was after one such castigation that he made this 
entry in his diary: 
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"It seems to me what I have said is of a nature to bring 
reflection to these terrible blasphemers, who have a vile lan- 
guage all their own-with a dictionary and grammar which 
belongs to no one but themselves. This habit of theirs-is 
diabolical !" 


He had entered upon a wandering pastorate in 
which he would find the moral condition of the 
whites inferior to that of the pagan Crees. In later 
years, with the memory of this period softened by 
Time, he was unwilling to say that these construc- 
tion-gangs were exceedingly disorderly. He would 
recall little of them except their unvarying kindness 
and respect for himself. But a truer picture of con- 
ditions is had from his diary, which is made up of 
brief, vigorous notes. 
He actually found the camps reeking with blas- 
phemy; hideous on occasions with the drinking of 
smuggled liquor and with immorality. This ,vas true, 
although accidents were numerous, and the reckless 
navvies going out could never tell who would next be 
brought in dying. 


..... 



IV 


FATHER LACOJ.\;IBE could not remain indifferent in 
the face of such disorder. He promptly threw him- 
self into the fight; his strong heart with its powers 
of sympathy and scorn; his faith and authority- 
against the dare-devil lusts of the navvies. He 
fought with such good effect that in time most of the 
contractors, and the President of the Canadian Pa- 
cific, personally expressed their appreciation of his 
remarkable services. 
But the contest was not waged with a light heart. 
. U Que c" est triste de voir l-' etat des choses 
iciJ-'-' he concludes one pathetic entry in his diary. 
A fortnight after his arrival a big dance was given 
in the village-"a disorderly and scandalous ball," 
he terms it. Through the greater part of the night 
he lay awake compelled to listen to the shouts and ri- 
baldry of drunken men and women. 
He finally ,vent himself to the house where these 
dances were given each week, and where all the week 
moral disorder prevailed. He implored the woman 
who owned the establishment to change her life-to 
cease her work of debasing men through liquor and 
vice, fattening her purse upon their degradation. 
Woman can fall so low that this harridan answered 
the earnest priest with insults and jeers. He turned 
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from the door in disgust and heartbreak-for the 
first time in his missionary career thoroughly baffled. 
The powers of evil impressed him as overwhelm- 
ing. Father Lacombe could now understand why 
the contractors had so urged the Archbishop to send 
them a priest to clean up the Augean stables of vice 
in which their men wallowed. 
The sense of near-Despair that possessed him after 
this first conflict with the navvies' evil-genius endured 
for a time. But other days ,vere coming in which 
the Vampire of the frontier was to see her grip on 
men's souls somewhat weaken as the indefatigable 
little missionary dre,v them to himself, and whipped 
their rude souls into a fresh realization of life as 
Life. 
Father Lacombe had recourse to prayer. "l\Iy 
God, have pity on this little village where so many 
crimes are committed every day 1" was the entry he 
made one night in his diary after the day's work was 
done. Again some days later he recorded: 


"I am convinced more and more that the sins comlnitted 
in this little corner of the world are enormous. Since I can- 
not stop all the evil, at least I have the power to pray for 
these sinners and arrest the divine anger." 


This statement was made in no arrogance of soul, 
but in the absolute belief that God would not refuse 
a prayer for grace. 
From camp to camp he went blessing, rebuking, 
exhorting, cajoling. Gradually his first shock at 
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conditions modified, as he saw more clearly into the 
hearts of the men who toiled in this 


U Land of the wilful Gospel, 
Thou worst and thou best; 
Tall Adam of lands, new-made 
Of the dust of the 'Vest." 


The Archbishop had appointed him a chaplain: his 
own good nature made him a Bureau of accommoda- 
tion: as his slim diary gives evidence. I t is dotted 
with commissions entrusted by the labourers-all 
duly crossed out in token of fulfilment. 
One wants a dictionary; another a prayer-book; 
others send subscriptions to newspapers. One 
Hudon wants the Father to look up a house in Win- 
nipeg for his family; another, Berube, asks him to 
deposit $250 in the bank. Amounts from $40 to 
$100 are sent by Father Lacombe home to the fam- 
ilies in Manitoba and Quebec. And all these com- 
missions were scrupulously fulfilled. 


"Received from .... .... of .... in Quebec, $. . . ., to 
deposit in the Bank of . . .. ...." 


so the entries frequently run. Or again- 


"A. . .. .... sends $. . .. to his father, .... ...., of 
St. -, in the diocese of . . . . . . . . ; write to his mother." 


Another entry marks his promise to look into the 
cabane of .John Ward left untenanted at Whitefish, 
and to report conditions to the said John. Still fur- 


. 
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ther memoranda remind him to procure entertaining 
reading-matter for such a camp and medicines for 
such another. Nothing is too small to note or do, if 
it contributes to the welfare of his 'lnen-his big heart 
having speedily adopted them as his own. 
He brought their letters in to them ,vhen possible, 
and carried their answers away to post. He read 
and wrote for those who could do neither-and in this 
way frequently obtained a strong hold over the 
younger men inclined to yield to the worst influences 
of life. 
Once after reading a letter for a lad from his 
sweetheart, the young man dictated a pleasant re- 
sponse not without such vows of constancy and affec- 
tion as the heart of the maiden in Quebec was 
doubtless hungering to receive. This done, Father 
Lacombe cast a knowing eye on the young man and 
informed him that he was now going to add a few 
facts about the lad's real life. 
He only agreed to the young fellow's prayer to 
refrain-on condition that his gay young compatriot 
make it possible for him to send a good report next 
time. The bargain was made and the lad lived up 
to it. 
"More than once," said Father Lacombe years 
., 
later with a tender smile for the garçons and their 
perplexities. "1 would say to those garçons-elf 
your conduct here is not that of good Christians, 
)TOU ,viII see. 1 will write and tell Her. 
And then it's all finish with you!' 
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"Ha-a-ah! how they beg me not to do that-what 
fine promise they make always if I do not! I was 
teasing them, of course, but they do not know that 
for sure. They did not know how much I mean. 
So they try to be better-and that was all what I 
want I" 
The routine of his ministry was similar in each 
camp. At dusk when the men came in from work 
to the lights and rude cheer of the log eating-house 
they ,vould find this sturdy little man in the black 
cassock waiting for them. He was welcomed and 
treated reverently by all the men. To the French- 
Canadians his coming was that of a beloved and be- 
nevolent relative. 
A hearty supper soon disappeared before the at- 
tack of the men upon the rough fare in tin bowls and 
plates on rough-board tables. Then over their pipes 
as they lounged against their bunks there was the 
blessed interchange of news and comment which 
makes the visit of an outsider to a woodland camp 
memorable. 
After the pipe those who would attend the even- 
ing-service remained in the cook-house, while hymns 
were sung and Father Lacombe in his picturesque 
manner talked to them in both languages. Then 
confessions were heard-a blanket across a corner 
forming a confessional-screen-and it was rarely be- 
fore midnight that the tired missionary could roll 
himself up in his blanket and find rest in one of the 
bunks. 
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Before the foreman's stentorian reveille had tor- 
tured the ears of the slumbering navvies the priest 
was afoot again preparing an improvised altar for 
the divine Sacrifice, and at five the men trooped in 
clumsily but devoutly to the service and communion. 
By seven the l\Iass was over, the men had break- 
fasted and were ready for duty. 
As they swung off to their work Father Lacombe 
was wont to stand in the doorway and bid God-speed 
to these companies of Labour's world-army, as they 
moved off into the morning mists. 
Sometimes the railway-chaplain travelled between 
camps in a hand-car, a chilly means of transport in 
,vinter. On February 10, 1881, he went on such a 
trip, and his note-book tells its own story: 
"II-Sick; like pleurisy. I am paid for under- 
taking this trip." 
"12-1 continue to suffer." 
The three following days are summed up in the 
entry-"I suffer all day." 
"16-My God, I offer you my sufferings." 
He is roused from thought of self, however, on the 
following day by a horrible accident in which three 
men were killed and four injured by an explosion. 
He went out to these at night as soon as the word 
came. 
That year his Lenten visits to the rail,vay-camps 
covered all the territory between Port Arthur and 
Winnipeg. In May he began the erection of a 
church at Rat Portage. Then he travelled hun- 
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dreds of miles by canoe with an Indian guide visiting 
the Indian camps in the back-country. 
This summer-1881-the l\Iarquis of Lorne was 
welcomed to the Portage with all the pomp the wood- 
land depot could muster. 
The Governor-General, travelling by canoe from 
Thunder Bay, was met do,Vll stream by a flotilla of 
Saulteau canoes which as they advanced moved in 
and out in a bewildering series of manæuvres. 
Swaying to the paddles the canoemen sang the old 
melodies of the voyageur days. 
The maze of canoes steadily approached the envoy 
of the Great White l\Iother: in the van rode Father 
Lacombe glad to participate again in an Indian cer- 
emonial. 
From the prow of his canoe fluttered a Red Cross 
flag-the banner he had "raved in triumph to the 
Sarcee camp when he restored the captive l\Iargue- 
rite; the Red Cross he had held up as a sign of truce 
to the warring Crees on the morning of the memor- 
able battle. 
Here where Progress was taking its first sinuous 
hold upon the land of the vanished voyageurs-re- 
mote from his beloved plains and painted nomads- 
the Red Cross had reappeared. It dipped in salute 
to His Excellency, who stopped to talk a while with 
the bronzed eagle-eyed missionary in the shabby 
black cassock. He was unaware that he held con- 
verse with one whose name would yet fill a larger 
place than his own in Canadian history. 
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Throughout the summer the entries in Father La- 
combe's diary indicate the steady routine of his try- 
ing ministry. One sentence-"I want to rest"- 
occasionally interjected tells a story of days too weari- 
some to note their events. One day in November he 
confides one cause of his weariness to the intimate 
little note-book: 


"My God, send me back again to myoid Indian missions. 
J am longing for that." 


But his day of deliverance is still remote. The 
Archbishop can not release him. 
At Christmas he celebrated l\lidnight 
lass in an 
abandoned sleep-house. The trader lent him cotton 
for decorations, and the navvies built a roof of ever- 
greens over the altar to symbolize the Cradle of Beth- 
leh
m. Everyone within range of the lake lent 
themselves to aid ,vith the rare joy of Christmas- 
tide. 
They were a rough lot of men separated there 
from all that they valued most on earth, but there 
was a heart-drawing power in the ancient rites cel- 
ebrated by this unique Blackrobe in his evergreen 
temple in the woods. 
When Father" Lacombe went to Winnipeg in 
March, 1882, he learned that at last he might return 
to his Blackfeet. 
For several months Bishop Grandin had been 
urging this, for he still claimed Father Lacombe as 
his Vicar-General and a missionary of his diocese. 
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The Archbishop reluctant to part with Father 
Lacombe 'v rote Bishop Grandin on September 12, 
1881: 


"This dear Father desires to go to you, among your 
savages. If the state of his health had not pre- 
vented me I should have used him here with the Indians as 
you desire to use him. I have need as you have. 
"In fine, my responsibilities as a Bishop do not permit me 
to send away an individual who does so nluch good, and al- 
though the work done in your diocese rejoices my heart, you 
understand that it is not the fulfilment of my first duty as a 
pastor. This you will admit-but we have a Superior com- 
mon to both of us: he alone has authority to do what you 
ask. 5 ' 


It was decided that Father Lacombe should return 
west, and the Archbishop applied to the Canadian 
Provincial for another missionary priest. His reply 
to the Provincial's letter is interesting: 


"You say you have no one to send me at present; but 
after an ordination you may have perhaps' a newly-ordained 
priest to give me to replace--my premier counsellor, my ad- 
viser, my Vicar-General, a missionary who speaks four lan- 
guages, one who has thirty years of experience! Confess, 
mon cher, that this is not generous. If I were suffi- 
ciently near you to embrace you en pincette, I assure you I 
would pinch you hard." 


On April 24th Father Lacombe resigned his post 
as chaplain to the Canadian Pacific construction- 
camps. He acknowledges to his diary-confidant: 
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"If I have had many difficulties and sorrows here I have 
also had many consolations." 


On the eve of his departure a fine team of horses 
and buckboard-wagon were driven out for his in- 
spection. Before he could guess his good fortune the 
generous contractors presented him with these and a 
tent. Their thoughtfulness thus provided him with 
transportation and lodging on his long drive across 
the prairies. 
On l\Iay 15, 1882, he left St. Boniface. He 
parted from his beloved Archbishop and confreres 
with regret, but lay down gladly the responsibilities 
of his post as Curé of St. l\lary's. He felt he was 
turning his face away from the troublesome white 
newcomers, and that he should now go to his Black- 
feet to make them ready for the coming of the pale- 
faces. 



 



v 


On his return to the Indian field Father Lacombe 
saw a reprieve from uncongenial surroundings, such 
as he had surely merited after thirty years of devoted 
,vork. His buoyant nature lifted to the tune of ex- 
pectation, and at fifty-six he felt himself entering on 
his work with the freshness of his first years in the 
west. 
For eight days out from St. Boniface he travelled 
along the rail\vay grade to Qu'Appelle mission. 
Here with the powers transferred by the invalid 
Archbishop he confirmed sixty children. His route 
now lay north across the prairies by Battleford, the 
seat of Government, and Fort Pitt. 
He had believed himself returning to his beloved 
wilderness, but he regretfully noted that even here 
were evidences of the white man's invasion. Out of 
. 
old Pile-o'-Bones in the Qu'Appelle valley the infant 
settlement of Regina was stirring to life, and along 
the grassy cart-trails he passed groups of newcom- 
ers, fleeing from the plagues of grasshoppers and 
early frosts of 
fanitoba's pioneer period. 
As his buckboard rattled up the trail to the old 
headquarters of the Beaver District-the post where 
he had disembarked from York boats with Rowand 
in 1852-he blinked iDcreduously at a new Edmon- 
fl61 
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ton. The Big House-Rowand's Folly-had been 
torn down, and a new residence built outside the pal- 
isades on the hillcrest. 
Stockades, bastions and sentinel's gallery had all 
ingloriously given way to a low plank fence. Up on 
the hill log-shacks were set do,vn in clearings. There 
was even the semblance of a village street at an elbow 
in the trail as it wound eastward up the valley from 
the Fort. It could boast a log schoolhouse and shops 
of free-traders. 
A telegraph wire ran into the village bringing mes- 
sages from the great Outside. More wonderful still 
to the man who had looked for the old wilderness- 
a tidy little printing-press ,vas publishing weelrly 
editions of a newspaper on sheets as large as note- 
paper! 
At St. Albert he found another small village gro,v- 
ing up in the vicinity of The Bridge. 
Where was his wilderness gone? 
He met his sister Christine here, for the first time 
since she had become the wife of Leon Harnois. 
The announcement of this marriage in 1875 had dis- 
tressed Father Lacombe, as one of his confreres-a 
merry Breton fond of a joke-had written him then 
that Harnois was one of the most reckless of the 
frontier-traders and adventurers, as a maimed hand 
and seven bullets somewhere in his body testified. 
Father Lacombe wrote Christine that if she con- 
tracted this marriage he would hold no further com- 
munication with her. Mail moved slowly 
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between the Red River and Edmonton House then: 
the letter reached Christine only after her marriagé. 
"And when it came," Leon Harnois told me thirty 
years later, "and Father Lestanc with his good heart 
said to us he would write Father Lacombe and tell 
him the truth, I only laughed and told him to say- 
'That is all right. 'Ve hold no further communica- 
tion, if you wish. I have your sister: that 
is all I want.' " 
For Leon Harnois-adventurer, ex-trader and In- 
dian fighter though he might be-was no desperado, 
but a debonair well-mannered young Frenchman of 
good principles, whose adventurous soul caused him 
to drift a,vay from old Louisville years before. 
He was a nephew of Papineau's friend, that Lud- 
ger Duvernay whose Jlinerve had sounded the toc- 
sin of independence through the parishes of Quebec 
in 1837. And as one of the Harnois of Louisville 
he was not inclined to sue for favour, especially 
from one of such comparative insignificance as a 
brother-in-law. However Father Lacombe's hasty 
indignation had spent itself in the writing of the let- 
ter, and he was soon reconciled to the marriage. 
In the straggling groups of Indians met at Fort 
Edmonton in 1882, Father Lacombe found traces of 
,vhat he feared. The buffalo were gone. The Cree 
braves were no longer free or independent. They 
were officially restricted to reserves that were but 
patches on their old hunting-grounds. 
Their old motives of race-pride were gone. Their 


. 
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faces aIld forms had taken on a cast of subjection and 
servility. They were a dark fringe on the ranks of 
Humanity. 
Father Lacombe could see the Indian of the mor- 
row disregarded, uncared-for, unwelcome, thrust 
back further and further from his old territory. 
I-lis heart brooded over it all, and he felt himself 
called to give the remainder of his life to their pro- 
tection-as he had once given his )Tears to their evan- 
gelization. 
He continued his journey south. l\Iarvellous! 
.. If the new Edmonton had impressed him 
,vith the advent of a ne,,,, regime, he was still more 
astounded by what he saw as his buckboard and bron- 
chos carried him do,VIl the trail past the Red Deer 
River-through the borderland of the Cree and 
Blackfoot territories into the Bow River country. 
It ,vas little more than twenty years since he had 
first come here with Alexis to nurse the Blackfeet 
through the epidemic: then the Crees and traders had 
warned him not to go among the murderous Black- 
feet. Even ten years a.go he had traced his Tableau 
Catechisme on bark in the Blackfoot camp by the 
Bow and taught his childlike naked warrior friends 
from it. 
Now there were ,vhite men's horses grazing on the 
rolling prairies and long bridle-trails led to the shacks 
of young English and Canadian ranchers. In the 
beautiful valley where the Bow and Elbow meet he 
looked down to the slim palisades of Fort Calgary. 
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lIere too he met a single red-coated horseman. 
The erstwhile missionary-Crusader who had ranged 
the plains armed only with his crucifix and Red 
Cross flag, could appreciate the grandeur of the fig- 
ure of this solitary Rider of the Plains. 
Two great agencies met there near Calgary-in 
the trim young horseman and the aging priest whose 
bronchos jogged as peacefully down the Trail as if 
they were the traditional fat ponies of the clergyman 
of civilized lands and their driver were as common- 
place. 
lIe drove in between the straggling shacks and 
tents already spreading across the prairie in antici- 
patory welcome of the approaching railway. Ilere 
in addition to the mission of his confreres were the 
white barracks of the l\Iounted Police and trading- 
posts of the Company and I. G. Baker. Numerous 
prospectors and fortune seekers had drifted in to 
make a new home: the village radiated bright pros- 
pects. 
But there were sad associations about Calgary for 
the returned missionary . . . memories of his 
Hfameux Alexis," who achieved the distinction of 
erecting the first building here. He left Edmonton 
in 1872, after Father Lacombe's departure for the 
east and built a house on the Elbow 25 miles from 
the junction of the Bow and Elbow. 
Since he could not accompany the master he loved 
with such doglike fidelity he found some consolation 
in settling here among the Blackfeet. He was re- 
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alizing as best he could the mission so long planned 
by Father Lacombe. His new home was at one of 
the shifting centres of population on the plains, a 
rendezvous for the Bloods occasionally visited by 
American whiskey-traders. 
The following year Alexis gave over his house to 
Fathers Scollen and Fourmond who came to estab- 
lish a permanent mission for the southern tribes. 
In 1874 a larger house ,vas built here and another 
at Fort l\Iacleod, where the new soldier-police were 
established. 
In 1875 Alexis, under the priests' direction built 
another house of logs at the junction of the Bow and 
Elbow, with a roof of spruce bark and door of buf- 
falo hide. It was here the J.\tIounted Police received 
hospitality on their first arrival in Calgary. 
In the autumn a larger house was built by Alexis 
on the plateau across the river. That winter the 
buffalo roamed over the neighbouring plains in in- 
calculable numbers. 'Vhenever the cupboard looked 
lean Alexis strapped on his snowshoes, set off ,vith 
sleigh and rifle-and came back with delicious fresh 
buffalo-meat. 
But in the spring the longing for his old master 
grew too strong for him to rest contented there. He 
heard that Father Lacombe was in Winnipeg and 
would not return west. One day he told Father 
Doucet he must go and join him. 
Instead, poor Alexis went wandering over the 
prairie from camp to camp. His mind, previously 
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somewhat unbalanced, became unhinged in a form of 
religious mania with a belief in a divine mission for 
himself. He declined to live in the Palace at St. 
Albert.. . At last word came one day to 
Father Lacombe in Winnipeg that his Alexis had 
been found dead on the trail near the far-away mis- 
sion of Cold Lake. 
Two years later with the disappearance of the buf- 
falo, famine stalked over the plains: and in 1882 
Father Lacombe found that while most friendly re- 
lations had been established between the priests and 
Indians there had been little progress made in evan- 
gelizing them. His brethren had scarcely acquired 
fluent command of Blackfoot before the wretched 
Indians "\vere painfully absorbed in a prolonged 
search for food. 
From Fort l\Iacleod, ".here he was ,varmly wel- 
comed by the l\Iounted Police officers he pushed on 
to the Blood Reserve. Here even the nonchalant 
Piegans and Bloods unbent to enthusiastic expres- 
sions of delight, when they learned that the l\1an-of- 
the-Good-Heart ,vas going to give the rest of his 
days to them. Ilis reception was like the return of 
some great medicine-man to his tribe. 
Other Blackrobes might be their friends and they 
could respect and love them, but this fearless, high- 
spirited, tender old man was their own; and they 
loved him greatly. The Journal of l\Iacleod mis- 
sion, which record his re-entry to what was now the 
Territory of Alberta, note that it was easy to recog- 


. 
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nize the ardours and enthusiasm of the former shep- 
herd of the plains. .L'\. ten-years' sojourn in another 
milieu had not altered him. 
The mission-house, fifteen feet square only, now 
served as "a reception-hall for the Indians ,vho 
flocked from all quarters to see their former mission- 
ary and tall( ,vith hÜn of the good old times. The 
air ,vas continually saturated with tobacco-smoke, 
and the calumet made the rounds continually." 
Father Lacombe pitched his tent. The resident 
missionary sle})t on hay on the earthen floor inside 
and cooked their meals in a clay fireplace. 
At Fort l\Iacleod, where he located the headquar- 
ters of the l\Iission, Father Lacombe found only a 
bleak Police-post ,vhose constabulalJT found their 
spice in life lay in exciting chases of ,vhiskey-smug- 
glers and cattle-rustlers. 
The old forts of the whiskey-traders at "Thoop- 
Up, Stand-Off, Slide-Out and \Vhiskey-Fort had 
ceased their more flagrant operations in 1874, when 
the Indians brought them ,vord that red-coated 
Britishers ,vere riding over the prairies to chase them. 
1."'" et some daring frontiersmen lingered to trade a 
little bad ,vhiskey for buffalo-robes ,vhile these lasted 
-and later to satisfy the desire of the very thirsty 
whites cODling out to the plains. 
The efforts of Father Lacombe and his fello,v- 
workers ,vere at first directed mainly tu\vard the pro- 
tection of the Indians. 'Vhenever and however they 
could they got whiskey to drink. Even poverty did 
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not secure them against the fire,vater, which they 
loved so fatally and ,vhich was rapidly completing 
the do,vnfall begun by their loss of independence. 
There were al\vays ways of obtaining liquor ,vith 
or without money for men and ,vomen. In fact, the 
one great reproach repeatedly made by Chief Cro,v- 
foot against the whites ,vas that liquor ,vas contin- 
ually used by them in the demoralization of the In- 
dian ,voman. 
Follo\ving speedily upon the arriyal of Father La- 
combe in 1882 a definite change came over the Black- 
foot mission-field. The Inùians seenled to enter upon 
a new phase of existence in ,vhich they undoubtedly 
o\ved much to the firm direction of their .L-lrsolls-kitsi- 
1 W al]Ji and his lieutenant, Father Leg'a!. 
In the latter, a ne,v recruit to the ,vestern field, 
Father Lacombe found a personality as strong as his 
own. This meeting \vith Father Legal indeed ,vas 
an event in his life as his meeting ,vith Bishop Tache 
thirty years before had been. It marked the begin- 
ning of a friendship that ,vas to endure for his life- 
tinle and in many ,vays contribute to his comfort in 
his latter days. 
The strong administrative po,vers of the young 
Breton afforded the necessary complement to Father 
Lacombe's unusual ability for planning ne\v move- 
ments and securing the co-operation of everyone 
needful. As a result each enterprise they undertook 
,vas markedly successful. 
The t,vo spent the winter together in the little log- 
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house 011 the Blood Reserve. "Then they had dug 
their potatoes in September they set about chinking 
the house with mud and laying a floor in it. This 
done they began work upon a Blackfoot dictionary, 
employing William !Iunroe-Piskan-as interpre- 
ter. 
In the afternoon Father Lacombe taught a class 
of fifteen children and a group of adults each even- 
ing. The mornings ,vere devoted to the dictionary, 
which they completed before spring. During the ,vin- 
tel' they ,vent to l\Iacleod and there superintended the 
construction of a small mission-house. \Vhilst there 
the two priests occupied a log-house lent them by 
Col. !Iacleod, but ,vhich they also had to chink ,vith 
moss and nlud to keep out the elements. 
The coal areas in the vicinity of the Belly River 
were no,v about to be developed by an English com- 
pany in which Sir Alexander Galt ,vas interested. 
The latter visited the ,vest about this time, and as 
the Journal of the Blood l\Iission notes, Sir Alexan- 
der agreed to sa\v for his friend Father Lacombe 
10,000 feet of lumber frorn logs hauled to the Com- 
pany's nlill. 
Father Lacombe could now enter upon a campaign 
of construction. lIe began ,vith a building at Black- 
foot Crossing, but ,vhile here his summer plans were 
broken into by a virulent epidenlic of erysipelas among 
the Blackfeet. He and his colleagues spent most of 
the summer tending the sick Indians. His plans 
had so far progressed by Septernber, however, that 
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visiting his Bishop then he could declare himself well 
satisfied with the year's work. 
lIe received about this time a letter from his mother 
which is the only one of hers remaining among his 
correspondence. The venerable ,voman was spending 
her last days in cheerful serenity, and although close 
on to eighty ,vas still knitting socks for her son. 


L' ASSOl\IPTION, N ov. 4. 
"l\Iy VERY DEAR ALBERT: I received your pleasant let- 
ter on October 
Oth, and it was very welcome. Y ou may 
imagine the great joy I felt in receiving it; for, voila, you 
are again back among your poor Indians. I am glad of 
this for Jour sake, because you have wished for so long to 
return to them. 
"I often journey in spirit to your poor cabin; although 
age creeps on me I hope to see you once more: but if this 
may not occur here below-there Above I know that we shall 
Ineet again. 
" Do not be afraid to let me know of your work 
and cares. I am glad to be able to share your sorrows with 
you as well as your pleasures. 
"I can no longer see at all with that eye, but I am hoping 
that the right one 'will remain to n1e, for I can see as clearly 
with it as with the two. I read, sew and knit as before-I 
should like to send you a little bundle of socks. " 



VI 


THE three great civilising forces of 'Vestern Can- 
ada-the strongest factors in its development frOIn 
the days of Verandrye up to 1880-were the IIud- 
son's Bay Company; the scores of French Oblates 
who had devoted their lives to civilising the Indians, 
and the N orth,vest l\Iounted Police. 
They ,vere ll1en of heroic stripe, all three types of 
trader, priest and constable: each deserving of the 
IIomeric epic that should some day enshrine their 
deeds in a living monument. 
'Vith the first large wave of immigratioI1 the COIn- 
pany practically ceased to be a potent factor in 
western life. But promptly on the eclipse of the 
Big Company there enlerged another po,ver, ,yl1Ïch 
was also to exert a notable influence in the consolida- 
tion of the Don1Ïnion. 
This was the Canadian Pacific Railway, ,vhich 
separated the prairies forever from the hazy period of 
travoix and canoes. Already the steel head of the 
road was advancing on Calgary, justifying the faith 
of the men ,vho had built it. 
The opulent latent spirit of the young N orth,vest 
was like the legendary Princess sleeping: this road 
the daring Prince that broke through ever)T obstacle 
of rock and chasIn on the rugged North Shore-then 
Q7Q 
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Hung itself into the prairies lying in virgin enchant- 
111ent. It "\vakened the Spirit of the land-and the 
transformation that follo,ved fornlS the first chapter 
in the history of the X e,,,,, "Test. 
To 
-'ather Lacombe's impressionable mind the 
Canadian Pacific loollling on the Calgary horizon 
Inade an unforgettable picture. Years later he 
lapsed into reminiscence in forceful French: 
"Hah! I ,vould look long in silence at that road 
coming on-like a band of \vild geese in the sky- 
cutting its ,vay through the prairies; opening up the 
great country ,ve thought '\vould be ours for years. 
Like a vision I could see it driving my poor Indians 
before it, and spreading out behind it the farms, the 
to"\vns and cities you see to-day. 
"No one ,vho has not lived in the ,vest since the 
Old-Times can realize ,vhat is due to that road-that 
C. P. R. It ,vas 
Iagic-like the mirage on the 
prairies, changing the face of the ,vhole country. 
""\V e l
no\v of course it ,vas not built "\vithout the 
hope of some day bringing in much money to its 
builders and directors-that is the way of mankinù. 
But I say to you of the men I met those first days of 
the road-there was more than money-making in their 
heads. 
"There ,vas courage; yes, and daring. 
Hah! that did make us all admire; and there was a 
great faith and pride in this country. They believed 
it held great possibilities, those men ,vho fought so 
hard to. carry that plan through, and they had the 
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prescience that is the gift only of the great men of 
every age. 
"Then the men who controlled it ,vhen it was built 
-the order, the discipline they demanded from their 
employes.. . Smith, George Stephen, Van 
Horne and Angus, hah 1 . 
"How we admired that man Van Horne 1 He was 
a Napoleon in the planning of his work, in his con- 
trol of it and in the attachrnent of the men \vho 
, 
worked for him.. . 'Politeness is business,' 
that was his maxim. lIe gave that road from enù to 
end of the continent one spirit-like the old Company 
used to have frorn London to Oregon." 
'Veathered frontiersmen grurnbled that the rail,vay 
would destroy all the freedom of the good old days: 
the red man looked on with a,ve and suspicion. One 
day Father Lacombe was called frorn Calgary to 
quiet the Blackfoot nation. These Indians ,vere in- 
dignant that grading was being done upon their Re- 
serve without their permission. They threatened 
they \vould not submit to this invasion of ,vhat little 
land remained to them. 
Father Lacombe hurried there, and requested the 
railway-men to cease operations until he could settle 
with the Indians. 1Vith the confidence of ignorance 
they pooh-poohed his \varning, and continued work. 
l\Ieanwhile Father Lacombe hastened to the chief's 
camp with 200 pounds of tea and as much of sugar, 
flour and tobacco. Through his friend Crowfoot he 
called a council of warriors. He first "opened his 
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mouth" with the gifts; then urged them to permit 
the grading on their land. He promised them Gov- 
ernor De,vdney would come and arrange all with 
them. 
The Head-Chief insisted his braves should heed 
the words of a friend who had never lied to them, 
and after many rumbling threats the council ended 
satisfactorily. 
The construction-gangs proceeded peacefully with 
the grading, incredulous of any danger; unaware that 
but for Father Lacombe's intervention the construc- 
tion of the first Canadian transcontinental ,vould have 
been attended with deliberate bloodshed. 
The Governor came to the reserve before long ac- 
companied by Co!. l\Iacleod. They formally ceded 
to the Blackfeet another portion of land in compen- 
sation for what had been tal{en by the road. 


. 


. 


. 
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Father Lacombe had returned ,vest with the ex- 
pectation of spending his days on the plains with the 
Indians. A year later he found himself pastor at 
Calgary labouring ,vith whites as at St. l\Iary's in 
'Vinnipeg. · 
His disillusionment ,vas con1plete ,vhen in August 
a newspaper was set up with western enterprise in 
a tent, and in the same month the first train reached 
Calgary. The arrival of this last was heralded by 
a telegram to Father Lacombe from George Stephen 
(later Lord l\fountstephen) the president of the 
Canadian Pacific, saying: 




76 


FATHER LACO)IBE 


1883 


"Come to lunch with ll1e to-morro\v in my car at 
Calgary." 
Father Lacombe had kno\vn 1\11'. Stephen since 
1881 and at Rat Portage on"ce adyised hin1 to build 
the road through the Pine River Pass. He traced the 
route he recommended upon a map hanging in Ste- 
phen's car, but while the directors IJresent conceded 
his advice was good other counsels prevailed. 
N ow in Calgary the president triumphantly re- 
minded Father Lacombe of his prOIJhecy that the 
Con1pany could not find a favourable pass over the 
mountains at the Bow. lIe rejoiced, too, that ,vhile 
his own car was within sight of the Rockies construc- 
tion-gangs were successfully pushing their way 
through the J{:icking-Horse Pass. l 
At the luncheon the busy Curé of St. l\Iary's found 
himself in a rare company: a upleiade dJhollllnes JJ he 
calls thern in appreciation of their individual bril- 
liance. In this group of men who \vere binding Can- 
ada together ,vith rails of steel were President 
Stephen, Donald Smith, "rillialn ,ran IIorne, R. B. 
Angus and Count Hermann von Hohenlohe, after 
whose estates in Germany the nearby station of Glei- 
chen had recently been named. 
The repast ,vas a pleasant one for many reasons. 
The directors ,vere delighted ,vith the progress made 
in construction. The missionary was charmed to en- 
joy again the company of men of such parts. 


1 This Pass received its name from an accident occurring there to 
Dr. Hector of Palliser's party, and who was Father Lacombe's guest 
at Ste. Anne in 1858. 
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This first train to Calgary marked an occasion, 
and was celebrated with toasts and merry speeches. 
The cream of the day came at last: 1\11". Stephen re- 
signed as president of the Canadian Pacific and upon 
motion of 1\11". Angus Father Lacombe-whose serv- 
ices, as chaplain and again on the Blackfoot Reserve, 
were gratefully recalled-was then unanimously 
voted to fill the position. For one hour the pictur- 
esque missionary of the plains ,vas by courtesy anù 
vote of the executive the President of Canada's 
greatest corporation. 
Father Lacombe has al\vays rejoiced in a graceful 
tour d J eS]Jrit. lIe promptly accepted the honour and 
the President's chair-and once there he mischiev- 
ousl
T nominated 1\11". Stephen to the rectorship of St. 
l\lary's. The election ,vas proceeded with amid 
laughter and applause, and the ex-President accepted 
his new dignity \\Tith a glance over the village and the 
simple speech: 
"Poor souls of Calgary, I pity you!" 
A pleasant echo of this luncheon-party is had in 
a photograph and note ,vhich Father Laconlbe re- 
ceived soon after from Cardinal von Hohenlohe: 


"SCHILLIKGFUERST, October 18, 1883. 
"Very Reverend Father: 
"
IJ cousin Hermann tells me that you desire my photo- 
graph. I hasten to send it to you, recommending myself to 
your prayers. I have the honour to be, 
"Your very devoted servant, 
"G. CARDINAL YON HOHENLOHE." 
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The luncheon that day in August ,vas a cheery so- 
cial affair, but the day did not pass without its serious 
moments of discussion. In these was mention of a 
plan to bring out other French settlers to the west. 
The one primary need of these solitudes and of the 
traversing rail,vay was inhabitants. l\Ir. Stephen de- 
sired Father Lacombe's co-operation in the work. 
The plan there agreed upon is outlined in a letter 
,vritten by Stephen from l\Iontreal on January 25, 
1884, to Father Lacombe at Otta,va: 


"N ow, as to m)" proposed French colony, I do not know 
that it is necessary for me to say anything more than that I 
,,-ill be ready to expend the sum of $500 on the homestead of 
each of the 50 falnilies it is proposed to settle, taking a lien 
on the honlestead for the repayment of the money at such 
times and such interest.. " 


as agreed upon. lIe suggested that houses be built 
for the settlers after Father Lacombe had arranged 
with the Interior Departnlent for the reception of the 
ne\vcomers. 
Here ,ve haye in 1884, bet,veen George Stephen 
and }"ather Lacombe, the idea of the ready-nlade 
farm ,vhich attained successful realization in the Bo,v 
valley in 1909. J 
Several letters of this period from half-breeds indi- 
cate that one of Father Lacombe's new duties was 
unofficial arbitrator in horse-thefts. 
This crime was the chief plague of ,vestern life. 
The, Crees sent protests to Father Lacombe that his 
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peoIJle in the south were stealing their horses, and 
the Blackfeet went either to the l\Iounted Police or to 
their old missionary. In the supine days on which 
these Indian warriors had fallen a brave might no 
longer seek revenge on the war-path. 
After a theft concerning which Father Lacombe 
made diligent enquiries through a trusty l\letis he 
finally sent the man to the Crees of Red Deer Cross- 
ing. The l\Ietis reported: 


"They know nothing of the horses stolen from your people, 
the B lackf eet !" 


. 


In a second letter he assures the priest in his almost . 
untranslatable patois that: 


"Since the Spring the Crees here have stopped this business 
of horse-stealing that they used to carryon with the Black- 
feet; but among themselves they continue to steal. There 
was one of them caught. They sent him to Winnipeg to 
prison for five years. The Government is very hard on 
business of that sort-it is reported at the Red Deer 
Crossing that twenty-five Piegans are in prison for stealing 
horses. co . ." 


--jndicating that the Police not only maintained the 
law, but spread a very ,vholesome fear of punishment 
through the Reserves. 
On one occasion a Cree who lived north of the Red 
Deer lost his entire band of horses. He promptly had 
recourse to Father Lacombe, and the almost illegible 
scrawl written for him is very quaint. 


" 
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"RED DEER CROSSIXG. 


"Rev. Père Lacombe: 
"I am very angry because some young Blackfoot men came 
to steal my horses 'when I was camped quietly here among m)" 
friends. They say, these men, that they came at night in- 
tending to steal back the horses lifted by the Crees from them 
at the Cypress l\lountains. But they were lying for nothing, 
says Gabriel Leveille who came in yesterday from the Hunt; 
and he passed by the Cypress 
Iountains. 
"You who are down at the Old :\Ian's River, I pray you to 
take some trouble to find and return my horses to me." 


All of these communications are significant of the 
ne,v slJirit abroad on the IJlains, ,yhere ,vas no,v a 
definite form of government by the whites, ,vith the 
details still sketchy. 
At Calgary, ,vhere the to,vn-site was still unsur- 
veyed, men hurried to secure locations ,vith an idea 
of nlaking fortunes out of to,vn-Iots. The air ,vas 
full of rumours about the location of the to,vn; no one 
kne,v definitely, but each man squatted on the spot 
he considered likely to be chosen. 
In the closing months of 1883 Father Lacolnbc and 
Father Doucet as priests in charge of the nlission 
claimed not only squatter's rights for the mission- 
buildings, but as male citizens of the Dominion they 
felt themselves each entitled to a homestead. Father 
Lacombe accordingly selected t,vo quarter-sections 
about the old and ne,v missions on either bank of the 


. 
rIver. 
A few of the newcomers "rho ,vere building where 
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they chose set up shacks upon his homestead, refusing 
to admit his right to hold it over them. Father La- 
combe warned them to move off; they persisted. 
"You priests, do you want a]l the country? I warn 
you, you can't have this bit," said one to him-with 
probably the idea that the priest's frock prevented 
him from locating a homestead as every other man on 
the ground hoped to do. 
With resistance growing Father Lacombe felt he 
must secure his holding, and as the claim could not 
be registered outside of Ottawa he decided to go there. 
There was no time to wait for permission from his 
Superior-without which no Oblate or other commu- 
nity-member makes an important step. Father La- 
combe, the advisor of Bishops for fifteen years, took 
on himself now the authority of a Superior and left 
for Ottawa. 



VII 


SIR DAVID MACPHERSON was l\Iinister of the In- 
terior then. One morning as he sat in his office shut 
off from the commonplace \vorld by noiseless baize 
doors and the imposing quiet of long Gothic corridors, 
a priest in a dusty black cassock was ushered in to 
him. 
The priest's hat and stout umbrella were equally 
shabby, but the strong frame, the statuesque face and 
long straight silvering hair would have been remark- 
able anywhere. 
The doughty Scotch-Canadian was impressed, and 
curious. The eagle eye and commanding profile 
of the visitor were at variance with his modest bearing 
and studiously respectful speech. But l\lacPherson 
understood when he heard his visitor's name. . 
Père Lacombe. 
This then was Père Lacombe; the very name car- 
ried weight. l\lacPherson had not met him before, 
but the fame of the pioneer was already spread over 
the official world of Ottawa. " 
The plainsman laid his case before the l\linister. 
It sounded reasonable: Sir David felt inclined to com- 
ply with his request. But the dignity of Govern- 
ments must be upheld--delays and red-tape being the 
traditional safeguards. Father Lacombe ,vas in- 

8
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formed that his request would receive most favour- 
able consideration, and if he returned in a few days he 
\vould receive definite confirmation of this. 
That did not meet Father Lacombe's \vishes at all. 
Each day that passed meant more likelihood of new- 
comers building on his land, and the piling up of 
abuse or inconvenience for poor timid Father Doucet 
-"God's lamb." 
His next statement, blandly made, took away Sir 
David's breath. 
uNon
 monsieur
 I cannot go until I receive that 
settlement of our land. I came hundreds of miles to 
you just for this. I "rill wait here with your permis- 
sion. I am used to camping on the prairie, 
on the floor-anywhere. I will just camp 
here until I get my papers!" 
He looked about him. After the mud-chinked 
shack at 
Iacleod or the shedlike house in Calgary 
this office was regal. He seated himself with the air 
of one who settles himself comfortably for a length 
of time. 
Sir David felt the force of a personalitý quite irre- 
sistible, and let the red-tape bandages of dignity 
relax. He immediately wrote out a guarantee of the 
homestead locations on the sections indicated by 
Father Lacombe. The patents for the land \vere to 
follow when the conditions were fulfilled. 
The ,vesterner in bowing himself out from the 
courtly l\IacPherson was as shabby a figure as when 
he came; but he carried himself like a chief return- 
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illg from a victory. One \vonders what ex- 
ploits might have been his, cast in another mould of 
the frontiersman-the adventurer instead of the 
priest! 
He hurried to telegraph his good 11e,vs to Father 
Doucet; then went to l\Iontreal. Here he did a 
quaint stroke of business: UIJon his O'Vll initiation he 
had hundreds of statuettes of .Archbishop Tache cast 
from a mould by young Louis He bert, and sold to 
that statesman-prelate's numerous admirers. The 
proceeds he turned oyer to the missions of his friend 
at St. Boniface, \vho ,vas greatly amused and touched 
by this ne,v enterpri se of U ni III atchi Albert." 
'Vhilst in l\Iontreal he issued a letter to the IJriests 
of Quebec begging them for books from their library: 


"1 will say from experience that one can endure "Ten 
enough a poor dwelling, coarse food and coarser manners; 
but to have fe,v or no books-you will agree with me that 
this is son1ething to which a priest can resign himself with 
difficulty. You will say to me perhaps-'Why not buy 
some?' ....l\h, yes, voila, a just question. But we 
have no means to buy then1. That is why I take the liberty 
of knocking at your door." 


Books literally streamed upon him, the Curés joy- 
fully finding a place for tbeir antiquated numbers, 
and Father Lacombe returned hapIJY. He ,vired 
ahead for his brethren to meet him at Calgary to share 
his good fortune, and Father Legal records in his 

Iission .J ournals that their Superior returned- 
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"successful to his heart's content" in all his afÏairs- 
homesteads, schools anù books. 
The homesteads ,vere divided into portions-for a 
future church, hospital, academy and cemetery; while 
the proceeds of town lots later sold from them fur- 
nished the diocese with money to erect buildings. 
Calgary meanwhile was taking shape as a town 
with marvellous rapidity. Its population numbered 
five hundred, and new citizens arrived weekly. Men 
foregathered and elected a town Council, ,vhich 
promptly crossed swords with the railway company 
to which lhe little to,vn owed its existence: there was 
no lack of spirit in the new frontier. 
With the white population monthly taking a 
stronger hold upon the land the establishment of In- 
dian Industrial Schools became the dominant idea of 
Father Lacombe. 
Bishop Grandin had originated a campaign for 
schools in the mission he laid upon Father Lacombe 
in 1872. It appealed to him as the final phase of his 
own work for the west, and though enfeebled no,v he 
determined to carry it through at any cost to himself. 
The bishop insisted that the few schools in exist- 
ence should be developed and extended, teaching the 
Indian boy to till the soil and his sister to keep a, 
house: in this way to reach the adult through the chil- 
dren. To do this schools must be conducted on a 
large scale. But how? For ten years he had ex- 
hausteçl every effort to secure money for this in Can- 
ada and France. He was still without means. 
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It was then that Father Lacombe, gro,ving in 
worldly wisdom and knowledge of public life, im- 
parted to the bishop the idea of petitioning the Gov- 
ernment for funds. These might appropriately be 
had from the Indian funds held in trust by the Gov- 
ernment. 
Father Lacombe, though corporally in 'Vinnipeg 
during the seventies had been much in spirit back on 
the plains, and at every feasible opportunity was 
helping Bishop Grandin to forward their school 
project. The plan was communicated to Archbishop 
Tache and the latter met the bishop early in 1883 at 
Ottawa to press the educational needs of the Indians 
upon the Government. 
That spring the ministers' offices and the corridors 
of the Parliament Buildings were for some days 
haunted by first one and then another of the western 
prelates. Representations were also made to the 
Prime l\Iinister by Father Lacombe and by Sir Al- 
exander q.alt at the request of his missionary friend. 
The result of these combined efforts was that the 
Government authorized the establishment of three In- 
dustrial Schools-at Dunbow, south of Calgary, at 
Battleford and at Qu'Appe]le. The Government 
agreed to erect the buildings, pay the principal a fair 
salary and make a per capita grant toward the main- 
tenance of the pupils. 
Sir John l\iacdonald writing from Riviere du Loup 
on August 1, 1883, to a friend of Father Lacombe- 
who forwarded the letter to him-says: 
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" I am down here getting a little rest and fresh 
air, but amuse myself occasionally by looking over my cor- 
respondence in arrear. 
"With respect to the most i.mportant of these, the estab- 
lishment of Industrial Schools among the Indians, I may say 
that all difficulties have been overcome and three Industrial 
Schools are to be established-one Protestant at BattIef ord 
where the government buildings will be available, and two 
Roman Catholic schools-one under the patronage of the 
Archbishop and the other of Bishop Grandin. The Order in 
Council has been passed. l\lr. Dewdney has been instructed 
to take steps for their establishment and Sir Hector Langevin 
has called the attention of their Lordships to the importance 
of the Principals or Heads of the schools being good admin
s- 
trators. Learning and piety, however necessary, are not all- 
sufficient. Good business ability is, if possible, a greater 
requisite than either of the other two. " 
In 1884 Qu' Appelle and Dunbow schools ,vere 
opened. Father Lacombe, although still supervising 
the southern mission-field, was given direct control of 
Dunbow school. He had already chosen the site and 
directed the construction of the building. On its 
completion he rode out among the Bloods and Pie- 
gans asking the parents to send their boys to the 
school. Father Legal and Jean L'Heureux did a 
like service at Blackfoot Crossing. 
The Indians however absolutely refused to part 
with the younger boys for whom the schools were 
intended. Eventually after much persuasion the mis- 
sionaries succeeded in assembling seventeen boys from 
15 to 17 years old. 
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Father Lacombe received the boys at Dunbow. As 
a preliminary they were shown to a room containing 
washtubs. They were directed to bathe. Their long 
hair was combed by Father Lacombe and his assist- 
ant, for the parents had refused to have it cut. N e,v 
clothes were supplied to each boy, and his own tat- 
tered garments rolled a,vay in a bundle to be returned 
when he went home again. 
About as much at home as wildcats in a beaver's 
well-ordered domicile the young Indians ,vere given 
a supper which they appreciated more than the 
grooming. Then they were sent out to the prairie 
for a playhour. This was Bedlam. 
The lid of a repression imposed by awe of their 
surroundings was thrown off, and in all his experience 
of Indian children Father says he never witnessed 
anything like this. The boys ran ,vild in a riot of 
, . 
horseplay. .. But a bell rang; and at its un- 
wonted sound the poor young mavericks of civiliza- 
tion were rounded up and sent to a dormitory to sleep. 
Here were compensations for the broken playhour. 
. The stairway was a novelty, and the boys 
found rare amusement in running surreptitiously up 
and down the steps. In the dormitory they ,vere in- 
vited to undress, and each put in possession of a little 
bed decently equipped with bedding. After the first 
shock of surprise there was another Carnival for the 
seventeen dusky human mavericks! 
They laughed and sang, and with all the Indians' 
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power of ridicule made light of the odd furniture. 
They examined the beds, explored them above and 
below and punched their pillows. Some crawled un- 
der the beds and found there a new vantage-point 
from which to hurl missiles and ridicule at those who 
ventured to lie on the beds. 
There was no sleep in the dormitory for hours. 
Father Lacombe, old now to the ways of Indians 
-sympathetic always to youth, merely controlled 
them from his own apartment without any effort to 
repress them. Through the night however he was 
awakened by a hilarious rout in the hall below the 
stairs, where some of the boys had elected to finish 
their frolic. 
On the following day the teacher went about or- 
ganizing a class. 'Vith the consuming curiosity of 
their race the boys were interested in its first session. 
They were then and always reverent and quiet at 
prayers-but when their first recess came there was 
pandemonium again, and reluctance to return to the 
class. 
It was so during all the early weeks of the school. 
"You could open the doors and look inside and see 
-H ell that first winter," said Father Lacombe twen- 
ty-five years later. 
The main difficulty was that these boys were too 
old to be broken to school ways, but they were the 
only boys available. All winter they continued to 
be as wild as young elk. Sometimes they would turn 
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the playground into a battlefield; more often they 
\\"ould slip way to a big hill a mile distant and play 
there "Tell away from the shadow of the school. 
Occasionally the teacher on ringing the bell for his 
charges would not find one in sight. In an instant, 
so it seemed, they had hidden themselves about the 
yard, ready to lope off to the prairie if the teacher 
would not come out to round them up. During the 
winter some of the boys ran home. "Then spring 
came they all clarnoured to be free. 
Father Lacombe went north and obtained boys 
from Cree reserves. By degrees the Blackfoot elders 
acquired clearer ideas of boarding-schools. They al- 
lowed a few of the younger children to go with Father 
Lacombe-some girls as well as boys; and the work 
was considered established. 
In this way the first Indian Industrial school of 
Alberta took shape. 
The Grey Nuns who had volunteered as teachers 
quickly secured control of the younger pupils and 
held their affections. Little by little a regular school 
routine was formed, the children lending themselves 
more readily to manual training than to books after 
the first novelty wore off. 
This was the beginning of a system that has since 
spread throughout the west, an honest endeavour by 
men with the best interests of the Indians at heart to 
solve their problem. The schools were designed 
to bridge for the Indian the Transition stage from 
barbarism, so that at least the children's children of 
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the warriors of N atous and Sweet-Grass should be fit 
to cope with the Caucasian civilization that threatened 
to overwhelm their race. 
In the autumn of 1884, after this Industrial school 
,vas opened, Father Lacombe as Superior of the whole 
southern district had the. delight of welcoming Arch- 
bishop Tache to Calgary. 
Aware of the Archbishop's invalid state and antici- 
pating his anxiety to witness the marvellous develop- 
ment in the remoter west the president of the 
Canadian Pacific had courteously placed a private 
car at his disposal. On September 21st he arrived, 
and found there to welcome him-Father Lacombe 
and Father Remas, who had made a retreat with him 
in the northern woods thirty years before; Fathers 
Legal, Doucet, Claude and Foisy, with several lay- 
brothers. 
The venerable prelate heard the story of each. lIe 
marvelled. lIe could scarcely credit that this or- 
ganized district with new buildings at each mission- 
point and prospectively valuable property in the town 
was the same field to which Father Lacombe had re- 
turned two years earlier. 
There had been then only two missionaries and t,vo 
log-huts, mud-chinked and floor less. To-day . . . ! 
The Archbishop looked about him, and recognized 
the old 'powers and organizing genius of his friend- 
uni matchi Albert." 



VIII 


THE frontier town of Calgary was rapidly rising 
from its first semblance of a tented village.. Primi- 
tive restaurants, pool-rooms and shops lined the l\lain 
Street with false fronts and aggressive signs behind 
"rhich the ne,vcomers laid plans for future fortunes. 
l\leanwhile elsewhere on the plains, in the homes 
of the l\Ietis Old-Timers, there was much sullen dis- 
content. 
The insurrection of 1885 ,vas impending. 
It was no summer thunder-cloud coming out of 
clear skies. Grievances had been rankling for at least 
five years. Repeatedly in letters and interviews the 
Saskatchewan l\Ietis, and Bishop Grandin in their 
name, had urged the Canadian Government to meet 
their claims to land-scrip similar to that granted to 
Manitoba l\fetis; likewise to initiate measures 1 for 


1 The formal list of claims of the l\Ietis included: 
(1) The division of the North-\Vest Territories into Provinces; 
(2) A grant to the Metis of Saskatchewan of the territorial privileges 
conceded to the Metis of l\Ianitoha; 
(3) That persons already located be secured in title to their hold- 
ings; 
( 4) The sale of 500,000 acres of Government land, the proceeds of 
which were to be devoted to the establishment of schools, hospitals 
and other institutions for the l\Ietis-together with a grant of seed and 
agricultural implements to the poorer of their number; 
(5) The reservation of 100 townships of land to be distributed in 
time to the children of the l\letis; 
29
 



1885 


FATHER LACOMBE 



93 


the improvement of the Indians' condition as well as 
their own. 
Differences with minor officials of the government 
and instances of misunderstanding concerning their 
right to hold land on which they were located were 
causes of irritation an10ng the l\Ietis. A conscious- 
ness that they were retreating before the dominant 
newcomers had set the hidden fox of envy gnawing 
the vitals of a race still free and proud: the Federal 
Government neglected their communications. . . . 
Here was sufficient material to fire a l\Ietis rising. 
l\Ianitoba l\fetis, who had sold their holdings to 
unscrupulous white men for trivial amounts, had 
emigrated in poverty to the Saskatchewan. They 
,vere now living examples of what .their brethren 
might expect in the future. The Saskatch- 
ewan Metis resolved to make a stand for themselves 
and their children. 
Gabriel Dumont, a noted hunter and relative of 
Louis Riel, a recklessly brave, dashing and hospit- 
able fellow, was now pushed to the leadership of the 
French-l\Ietis; while James Isbister of the Scotch- 
l\fetis made common cause with him against the new 
Regime. The united halfbreeds held an assembly in 
l\fay and there delegated Dumont, Isbister and others 
to go into l\Iontana and bring Riel back to lead them. 
Louis Riel was then employed peaceably earning a 


(6) A grant of at least $1,000 for the establishment of an Academy 
at each settlement of Metis; 
(7) The improvement of the conditions of the Indian nations. 
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livelihood for his family as a schoolmaster in the par- 
ish of St. Pierre. He did not leal) with enthusiasm 
to the offer of leadership at first, but he finally made 
up his mind to accept. Honore J axon ( Henry 
Jackson), the young Ontario aide of the l\Ietis and 
graduate of Toronto University, joined Riel on his 
arrival in Canada and assisted him in framing what 
they termed a constitutional agitation.! 
A number of white men were now interested in the 
movement, urging on the more ignorant l\Ietis. 
Some of these were probably moved by envy of the 
newcomers' progress. It is still believed along the 
Saskatche\van that others interested themselves in 
promoting agitation in order that the country might 
be flooded with negotiable script. Out of this the 
Saskatchewan man of affairs might hope to make a 
fortune as easily as his prototype of the Red River 
had done. 
When ,vord came to Bishop Grandin that Riel ,vas 
again in Canada, and greeted by the l\Ietis as a N a- 
poleon returning from Elba, the bishop Jlurried 
down to Prince Albert. For fifteen days he visited 
1 J axon stated to me in Edmonton in October, 1909, that Isbister 
and Dumont brought Riel letters from leading white men among the 
old-timers and business men of the Saskatchewan valley, urging him to 
come back to curb the ambitions of the newcomers and secure the rights 
of his own people. 
These letters J axon saw burned at Prince Albert at the close of 
the Rebellion before he fled to the United States and freedom, A 
prominent statesman of "r estern Canada also informed me that he 
knew of those letters held by J axon and burned by a relative of the 
latter at Prince Albert in order that the writers might not be com- 
promised should an investigation be held. 
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among the l\Ietis, pointing out the dangers of a 
course that might lead to combat and the forfeiture of 
all rights instead of securing them. 
Seriously alarmed by what he had seen and heard 
the bishop wrote a formidable warning to the Prime 
l\Iinister : 


"I have seen the principal :\Ietis of the place, those whom 
we might call the ringleaders; and I am grieved to real- 
ise that they are not the most culpable. They are pushed 
forward and excited not only by the English half-breeds 
but by inhabitants of Prince Albert-persons of some 
prominence and opposed to the Government, who hope with- 
out doubt to profit by the regrettable steps of the l\letis. 
These must certainly be strongly supported to act in this way 
without the knowledge of their priests, who have now been 
represented to them as sold to the Canadian Government. 
"It will surely be easy for your government to suppress 
this sort of a revolt-which might later have painful conse- 
quences; because the l\letis can do as they please with the In- 
dians. 
"Ho,v many times have I not addressed myself in letters 
and conversation to Your Honour-,vithout being able to ob- 
tain anything but fine words . ! I have written at 
their dictation the complaints and demands of this discon- 
tented people; I send them to you again under cover with this. 
"I blame the l\Ietis and I have not spared them reproaches. 
But I will permit myself to say to Your Honour with an pos- 
sible respect, that the Canadian Government is itself not free 
of blame; and if I had the same authority among its members 
that 1 have with the l\Ietis I should ten them so-more re- 
spectful1y doubtless, but with the same frankness. 


, 
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"I implore Your Honour not to be indifferent to this and 
to act so that this evil may be checked." 


He gravely ,yarned Sir Hector Langevin: 


" . Once pushed to the limit, neither pastor nor 
bishop can nlake them listen to reason, and they may pro- 
ceed to acts of extreme violence. I beg you then to in- 
stantly employ all your influence to secure for them what- 
ever is just in their demands." 


'The bishol)'S letters ,vere ,vritten in September, 
1884-in ample time for the Otta,va Government to 
have averted t.he Rebellion of 1885. Otta,va did not 
unbend. Why they did not-l\Thy they paid as little 
heed to this solemn warning as they did to Tache and 
l\IacTavish in 1869 has gone do\vn into the graye 
,vith the men ,vho ,vere in authority then. 
On .l\Iarch 18, Riel, ,vhose weak brain ,yas again 
unbalanced by excitement, called his followers to 
arms. lIe had already in his madness set himself up 
as a sort of Pontiff, had a ne,v scheme of religion 
planned and proposed to reorganize the Catholic 
Church and reform Canadian Government in the ,vest. 
S,viftly follo,ying UpOl1 Dumont's encounter ,vith 
Crozier at Duck Lake came 11e\VS of Big Bear's dep- 
redations and the Illassacre at Frog Lake, where the 
Agent Quinn, Father Fafard and Father l\Iarchand 
,vere murdered. 
Canada was now awake to the urgency of the l\Ietis 
question! 
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Father Lacombe hearing the ne,vs telegraphed into 
Calgary mourned again that he had not been left 
on the plains in 1872 to continue the work of Chris- 
tianizing the Indians. Had he done so the mission- 
aries ,vould have had Big Bear and Poundmaker un- 
der their influence to a degree that even Dumont or 
Riel could not prevail against. 
Chief Cro,vfoot he felt confident could be relied 
upon to help him keep the southern tribes at peace. 
He wired this assurance to Sir John l\Iacdonald, who 
stated 1 in the Commons on 
Iarch 26: 
"I had a telegram from the Rev. Father Lacombe 
to-day, and he vouches for the loyalty of all the Black- 
foot Indians at Carlton and the west." 
The Prime l\linister's idea of ,vestern locations 
seen1S to have been very inaccurate. The news he 
conveyed was received with applause however. 
Father Lacombe's confidence in his Blackfeet was 
presently tried. On the evening of l\1:arch 27th 
grave rumours spread through Calgary of fatalities 
near Prince Albert. Though remote from the dis- 
turbance, the townspeople grew afraid. 
It was known that emissaries from the Saskatch- 
e,van l\Ietis and Crees had been skulking in the 
camps of the Blackfeet for some time. It was real- 
ized too that if the Blackfeet and their allies, the 
best fighters on the plains and the least docile of all 
western Indians, should unite with Riel they could 
1 Debates, H. of C. (March 
4), 1885, Vol. ÇJ, p. 745. 
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temporaril)T destroy ,,,,hite settlement in the country. 
Calgary had reason to be cautious. 
A Home Guard of 104 men was organized, and 
the leaders telegraphed Ottawa and Regina for arms. 
That evening the almost incredible ne,vs ,vas flashed 
from Langdon .station that the Blackfeet ,vere about 
to attack Calgary. The Guard ,vas s,vorn in for 
service; a
med patrols were set to watch the town by 
night. 
The routine of life ,vas rudely broken; people 
gathered in groups on the street to discuss the shock- 
ing news. Timid hearts could see visions of the 
painted and feather-decked Blackfeet riding down on 
them. Excitement "Tas intense in the little to,vn. 
In their extremity the people of Calgary turned 
that night to Father Lacombe. He agreed to go 
out to pacify the Indians, though protesting there 
,vas no truth in the rumour. 
"That's only humbug!" he said. "Cro,vfoot 
would never let his braves attack Calgary." 
l\Ien shook their heads. Not all of Calgary shared 
his belief then in the Head-Chief. 
The follo,ving morning at da\vn }'ather Lacombe 
departed in an engine lent him by the Canadian Pa- 
cific. Arriyed at the Crossing he sent for Cro,vfoot, 
who enquired in amaze the cause of a visit so early on 
Sunday morning. 
"Oh, it is lonesome in Calgary without my Black- 
feet. I want to visit you, and meet Father 
Doucet." 
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"He gave me the news of the camp," Father La- 
combe recalls. "Then he asked if that news was as 
he heard-that the Crees and l\Ietis of the Saskatch- 
e,van were killing all the whites. This is what the 
Cree runners from Poundmaker's camp had told 
him! 
"'A few have been killed,' I said, 'but this is a 
small fight that ,viII soon pass.' " 
Father Lacombe then had the camp assembled. 
He gave them news of the rebellion, telling them 
what fools the Crees ,vere to fight the white people 
who had so many big guns and armies they could 
send into the country. For even if the Crees con- 
quered no,v. 
"Those strong ,vhite people would come back like 
a great sea that could not he stopped and the Indian 
nations that killed their brethren would be s,vept off 
the earth." 
Cro,vfoot was a man of reason. He exhorted his 
warriors, took counsel ,vith them-and finally prom- 
ised Father Lacombe that his Blackfeet would on no 
consideration take up arms in this rebellion. 
"Then," says Father Lacombe, "I decided to send 
a telegram to Sir John saying the Blackfeet would 
be loyal to the last. By-and-bye I heard 
from one of my friends at Ottawa that the telegram 
,vas brought to Sir John when they sat in Council. 
At once he read it to his colleagues, and they clapped 
their hands ,vith pleasure. They had not much good 
news from the west in those days!" 
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"Soon after that a telegram came from Sir John 
telling me to do anything I liked concerning the In- 
dians-to make them keep the peace: the Government 
"Tould approve everything." 
Sir John evidently had profited by a second bitter 
lesson. The "big chiefs of Ottawa" had at last 
glimpsed their own limitations as rulers of the people 
by the voice of the people. They could now appre- 
ciate both the danger of the western situation and the 
good intentions of the missionaries-as well as their 
influence over the Indians. 
Father Lacombe's report on his return from the 
Crossing on l\Ionday, l\Iarch 30, was reassuring to 
Calgary; as noted in George l\Iurdoch's terse diary- 


"Lacombe came to-night from the Crossing and reported 
all well." 


The same day Sir .John Schultz, who had travelled 
a long way from the Red River physician of 1870, 
wrote him from Ottawa. The letter is significant of 
the attitude of Canadian public men to,vard Father 
Lacombe at this period. It likewise reflects the fat- 
uous complacency of the government, which will not 
recognize the results of its own dilatoriness: 


"THE SENATE, OTTA'VA, l\larch SO, 1885. 
"Dear Father Lacombe.- 
"Since I had the pleasure of hearing from you or writing 
to you, what sad events have occurred in the northwest; and 
though our information is very meagre as yet, I am afraid 
that a great mistake has been made in coming to armed col- 
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lision with Riel's men before an effort could be made to obtain 
a peaceable solution of the difficulties. 
".Of course we cannot judge very well at this distance, but 
that is my opinion; and I told one of the Government )l'ester- 
day that had no collision occurred and had they tried to avail 
then1selves of Jour services, so respected as you are Ly Indian, 
half-breed and white alike--you might have solyed the dif- 
ficulty with not unreasonable concessions on the part of the 
Goyernment. 
"At the last meeting of the House of Commons I was glad 
to see that Sir. John quoted you as high authority for the 
hope and belief that the Indians would ren1ain quiet. I took 
the liberty of recomn1ending that your services should be, if 
possible, secured at once and if they are II feel very sure that 
my modest friend, Father Lacombe, win show hilnself of great 
service to the peace of our young DOlninion. " 


Follo,ving upon his interview with Crowfoot both 
Father Lacombe and the Governn1ent thought it ,veIl 
there should be an impressiv'e peace-contract made 
,vith the Blackfeet. Consequently about the middle 
of April Governor De\vdney came from Regina to 
Blackfoot Crossing, accompanied by Father La- 
combe, his personal suite and Captain Denny acting 
for the Indian Department. 
The good-,vill of the Indians ,vas that day con- 
veyed to the Canadian Government in a lengthy 
telegram inspired by Father Lacombe and signed by 
Cro,vfoot. The practical result of the day's cere- 
monies is had from an address 1 of Sir J ohn 
Iac- 
donald in the House of Commons: 


1 Debates, House of Commons, 1885, Vol. fJ, p. 103S. 


. 
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"I may as well now inform the House that there 
is no further ne,vs from the N orth- "rest that ,vould 
interest the House except the fact that l\Ir. De,vdney, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, accompanied by the Rev. 
Father Lacombe, missionary to the Blackfeet, has 
held a meeting ,vith the great band of the Blackfeet, 
headed by their Chief Cro,vfoot. 
"Father Lacombe says they had a most enthusi- 
astic reception, that the Indians pledged their loy- 
alty to the utmost extent, and I have received a tel- 
egram signed by Cro,vfoot, ,yhich I ,vill read. It is 
not in Blackfoot: 


'FROl\I BLACKFOOT CROSSING, VIA GLEICHEN, N. 'V. T. 
'11 th April, 1885. 
'On behalf of myself and people I wish to send through 
you to the Great 
lother the words I have given to the Gov- 
ernor at a Council here, at which all nlY nlinor chiefs and 
young nlen were present. 'Ve are agreed and deternlined to 
relnain loyal to the Queen. Our young lnen "ill go to ,,'ork 
on the Reserves and will raise all the crops they can, and we 
hope the Government will help us to sell what we cannot 
use. 
'Should any Indians come to our Reserve and ask us to 
join them in war ,ve will send them away. 
'The ,,'ords I sent by Father Laconlbe I again send: 'We 
,,,ill be loyal to the Queen whatever happens.' I have a copy 
of this, and when the trouble is over will have it with pride 
to show to the Queen's officers: and we leave our future in 
your hands. 


'CROWFOOT.' " 



1885 


FATHER LACOl\IBE 


303 


To this Sir John telegraphed the reply: 


"'rhe good words of Crowfoot are appreciated by the big 
Chiefs at Ottawa. The loyalty of the Blackfeet will never be 
forgotten. Crowfoot's words shall be sent to the Queen. All 
l\Ir. Dewdney's promises shall be faithfully carried out." 


From the time of Father Lacolnbe's hurried first 
visit to the Crossing until the Rebellion ended he 
spent his tilne mostly out on the plains seeking to 
keep the Inùians pacified. 
A runlour canle to hinl that Ermine-Skin's Indians 
were rising in the 11orth. It ,vas even reported that 
the l\Ietis at St. Albert district ,vere threatening- 
but this Father Laconlbe did not take seriously. lIe 
kne\v too ,veIl Bishop Granùin's influence over thenl. 
He departed for the north, \vhen he had no longer 
any fear for the south. lIe belieyed Crowfoot \vould 
keep his pact of peace and, keeping it, ,vould strongly 
influence the allied tribes. l\Ioreover Fathers Legal 
and Doucet, as also Captain Denny the Indian 
agent, 'v ere industriously at ,york on the reserves 
keeping the tribes quiet. 
This ,vas absolutely necessary; as the records of the 
Blood Reserve mission note: 


"These Indians had a very efficient despatch servIce and 
they were fullJ informed upon all that passed. They re- 
mained loyal and at peace, but it was easy to recognize signs 
of uneasiness in them; and if the l\letis and their savage allies 
in the north had been able to maintain the campaign longer, 
it is difficult to say what might have resulted." 


. 
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A letter in April from Father Scollen at Bear 
Hill reserve greatly disturbed Father Lacombe. 
He related that a courier riding from Edmonton 
passed through the reserve at a steeple-chase rate, 
warning all the ,vhites as he went. The half-dozen 
white people there fled to Edmonton. Father Scol- 
len and his lay-brother remained alone with the In- 
dians who were no,v hugely excited. 
They believed that Riel ,vas about to pass through 
the country with an army, sweeping all before him. 
The days of the whites were numbered, they said, and 
the buffalo would return. A band of painted ,var- 
riors looted the store in the village. The older, 
staider men supported Father Scollen in his protest 
against any brave joining Riel, and with one of the 
chiefs he succeeded in breaking un a war-dance of 
the young men. 
This letter caused Father Lacombe to realize 
afresh the inuninent dangers and the slight ,veights 
on which everywhere the balance might turn. He at 
once departed for the north with an old l\Ietis to 
pacify any restless Crees he could meet, and to visit 
the bishop. 
He arrived at St. Albert at noon. The bishop 
was pacing slowly through the grounds before his 
log-palace lost in thought. . When his 
glance fell upon the unexpected visitor the sur- 
prise so affected him that he tottered to a nearby 
seat. 
His unhinged nerves cried out that Father La- 
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combe's arrival meant some fresh trouble had befallen 
their Indian charges or their own men. The massa- 
cre of the two young priests at Frog Lake-the 
kno\vledge that others ,vere even then imprisoned- 
and the grief he felt over the whole uprising had com- 
pletely worn him out. 
lIe was so pitifully broken with this fresh emotion 
and so nervous that at first Father Lacombe would 
not let him talk, but soothed him ,vith assurances of 
the peaceful condition of the south. AI\vays strong 
and optimistic, ,vithout an enfeebled nerve in his en- 
tire makeup, Father Lacombe ,vas a tower of 
strength to the bishop then. 
This period assuredly was a Golgotha to the sensi- 
tive prelate, mourning his o,vn helplessness to stem 
the insurrection. lIe could not leave St. Albert, for 
the Government had requested him to remain there 
to ensure the peaceful attitude of the large colonies 
of l\Ietis in that district. l\Iany persons from Ed- 
monton and the surrounding country .had taken 
refuge near him. So this physically-broken man, 
,vho dominated the position in one portion of the 
west, had to chafe at home in inactivity. 
On his return journey Father Lacombe met many 
Crees at Bear Hill Reserve, among them his friend 
Chief Ermine-Skin. The latter ,vas not content to 
speak his loyal intentions to the missionary. He de- 
sired to communicate them to General Strange, the 
commander of the Canadian soldiery encamped 
nearby. 
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Father Lacombe brought him to the camp. It ,vas 
dusk ,vhen they approached the lines, and they 'v ere 
challenged by the sentry. 
Father Lacombe did not know the pass-,vord. '1"0 
the challenge-uQui-va-la?" he ans,vered only: 
uPère Lacombe/' 
The name proved a Sesame here, as in the camps 
of the Crees and Blackfeet! 
The soldier in1mediately stepped asiùe to let him 
pass. 
Laconlbe was one of the ,vatch,vords of this canlp, 
whose occupants-the 65th Regiment from l\Iontreal 
-,vere familiar ,vith Father Lacolnbe's services to 
the ,vest. 
l\feanwhile the fate of the rebels ,vas being ,vorked 
out on the plains of the Saskatchewan. "Then Riel 
and Poundmaker surrendered in l\Iay the insurrec- 
tion ,vas virtually over. 
A letter ,vritten by Father Legal to his Superior 
after a sumnler spent ,vith the Indians reflects con- 
ditions in outlying camps: 


"::\IACLEOD, August, 1885. 


"Dear Father Lacombe: 
"I received yesterday at 
Iacleod a few lines which you 
wrote to me on the envelope of a letter from France. C' est 
bien; I will remain here awaiting your orders. 
"I have passed the last two weeks with the Blood nation. 
I camped in a tent in their midst. The villages are aban- 
doned. . The Indians are quiet, but they are far 
from being persuaded of the defeat of the Crees and l\Ietis. 
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All sorts of rumours, more or less resembling the truth, are 
being circulated among the two camps. 
"For instance lately an Indian who came from Blackfoot 
Crossing related that the Police and Blackfeet were on the 
point of attacking each other at Calgary-and that the shed- 
ding of blood had only been prevented by your intervention 
that seven cannons had arrived-three for Calgary 
and four for l'lacleod and that Crowfoot was very 
exasperated 1 against the 'Vhites that he threat- 
ened to assemble a multitude of Indians whom he would bring 
from across the l\lountains. 'Vhat is there of truth in all 
this? 
"I have told them that your letter, which I had just re- 
ceived, told me nothing of the kind. The Indian pretends to 
have his infolwation from Crowfoot himself-'Who,' he said, 
'knows whereof he speaks and is not a child.' It is in this way 
they excite one another." 


1 The talk of Crowfoot's exasperation may have arisen from some 
hasty expression of this Chief-though he was in act loyal through- 
out the Rebellion. It is related in Father Doucet's manuscript Notes 
of the Blackfoot l\Iissions that Crowfoot was greatly annoyed when 
Poundmaker (his adopted son) was imprisoned after his surrender- 
and it was reported that this likable Chief would be put to death. 
It is possible that Crowfoot was then provoked to hasty remarks 
Df a threatening nature. 



IX 


THE services of Father Lacombe in the interest 
of public welfare during the Rebellion were gener- 
ously acknowledged in public and private by various 
Canadian statesmen, by congratulatory letters and 
otherwise. 1 
The Government now secured Father Lacombe as 
census-enumerator for the first census of the Black- 
feet and their allies. The resultant statistics indi- 
cate clearly a transition stage: as on the Blood Re- 
serve the population of 2,251 possessed 1,500 horses, 
lived in tepees most of the year but had already built 
220 permanent d,vellings on their reserves. 
In his activities here, ho,vever, Father Lacombe 
did not lose sight of the misguided Crees and l\Ietis 
,vho ,vere now chafing in imprisonment for partici- 
pation in the Rebellion. The opening months of 
1886 found him at Ottawa urgently pleading for the 
release of Chief Poundmaker and others. 
He ,vas most favourably heard by the Prime l\Iin- 
ister and his new colleague, Sir John Thompson, the 
)Toung Catholic judge upon ,vhom Sir J ohll-pre- 


1 It was with Father Lacombe and his confreres in mind that Sir 
John Macdonald said in a public address in England in 1886: ". . - 
The finest moral police in the world is to be found in the priesthood of 
French Canada." 
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eminently of a subtle wit-had bestowed a portfolio 
and with it the responsibility of explaining Riel's ex- 
ecution to Catholic Quebec. 
Father Lacombe was joined in his representations 
at Ottawa by Archbishop Tache. They were en- 
tirely successful, and on l\Iarch 4th Father Lacombe 
could return to 'Vinnipeg. 'Vithout ,vaiting for 
food or rest he hastened out to the Penitentiary to 
bring the good news to Poundmaker and his men. 
"Ah, the scene in that Penitentiary when I went 
with Governor Bedson to tell our Indians they were 
free to go home to the plains again," Father La- 
combe recalls. "They' were so happy-like little chil- 
dren. Bedson, my good friend, made them a ban- 
quet and gave them presents. To Poundmaker he 
gave a watch-and we drove away in carriages to the 
Archbishop's Palace. 
"We stayed there overnight. Then we went by 
train to Qu'Appelle, the Government paying all the 
expenses of the journey. The passengers 'v ere very 
curious about us and asked many questions. But 
my Indians thought of nothing except that they were 
going home. At Qu' Appelle I gave them over to our 
Fathers there, and they took them north into their 
own country. 
"I was sorry I could not take a pardon to all of 
the prisoners that day; but I could promise it to the 
others soon. Before the year they were free. Big 
Bear was one of the last to leave-one year after 
Poundmaker went home." 
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During his visit to Ottawa this winter Sir John 

lacdonald invited him to return with Crowfoot and 
others of the allied chiefs who had remained loyal to 
the Government. He desired to sho\v his apprecia- 
tion of their conduct. Likewise it ,vas felt that the 
chiefs' visit might serve as an object-lesson of the 
white man's po,ver. 
Crowfoot and his brethren-Three Bulls and Red 
Crow-were no,v made ready as befitted chiefs of 
their rank, and their people assembled en 1nasse to 
,vatch them ride a,vay on gaily-caparisoned ponies 
to the Crossing. Here they committed themselves 
to the demonlike horse which ,vas to carry them a 
long journey many days from their o\vn people. 
They did not take this step without hesitation. 
They were reassured only by the fact that the l\Ian- 
of-the-Good-Ileart ,yas to be their guide; for though 
Cro,vfoot ,vould not accept his Christian teachings 
he loved anù trusted the man himself. 
The party ,vas provided \vith transportation over 
the Canadian Pacific, to Ottawa, l\Iontreal and Que- 
bec, and their passage ,vas something of a royal 
progress. People every,vhere cro,,"ded to see them. 
Hotels vied to secure them as guests and different the- 
atres were anxious to have them occupy boxes. 
At Otta,va they ,vere received by Sir John in the 
Parliament Buildings-then entertained at his res- 
idence. The Governor-General was waited upon at 
Rideau Hall, the Archbishop at his Palace; and 
everywhere the little bronzed missionary and his 
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silent ,varriors were welcomed ,vith impressive friend- 
liness. 
At a public reception given by the city of Ottawa, 
Cro,vfoot's fine manner and physique astonished the 
assembled multitude. His address, \vhich was de- 
livered with superb gestures was translated into 
English by Jean L'Heureux, whose services }'ather 
Lacombe had thoughtfully rewarded by including in 
the party. 
At the close of his speech Crowfoot placed his 
hand affectionately upon Father Lacombe's shoul- 
der, and looking do,vn at him, said: 
"This man, Arsolls-kitsi-ral.pi, is our brother- 
not only our Father, as the ,vhite people call him- 
but our brother. He is one of our people. When 
,ve ,veep he is sad ,vith us; ,vhen ,ve laugh he laughs 
,vith us. We love .him. He is our brother!" 
It was a simple summing-up of a whole-hearted 
devotion. 
At the hotels these veteran warriors would not oc- 
cupy the fine suites of rooms reserved for them: they 
felt safer in one apartment. They were uneasy when 
Father Lacombe was out of their sight and insisted 
he should sleep in the same room as they did. 
One day ,,,,hen Sir John l\Iacdonald telegraphed 
Father Lacombe to come from l\lontreal to Ottawa 
on business, the Blackfeet ,vere genuinely distressed. 
"Do not go. V\T e will be alone," they protested. 
"And what will we do alone in this big country?" 
He persuaded them to let him go to Ottawa in the 


. 
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morning and he would return before night. 
Iean- 
while they had him order their meals served in their 
own room, and they did not leaye it nor would they 
close their eyes in sleep until he retu
ned. 
To a Roller Rink the party went one day, the 
chiefs exclaiming with laughter at the whirling 
whites as a Canadian might find amusement in a 
,vhirling dervish. They ,vent another day to the 
Royal Theatre, but soon tired of the bright lights and 
scenes that were merely ne,,,, phases of the drama of 
civilization unfolding itself daily to them. 
At Quebec the visitors ,vere guests of the Officers' 
l\Iess at the Citadel; they were guests at a shanl bat- 
tle at Levis, and Crowfoot ,vith the militar)T com- 
mander reviewed a regimental paradë on the Champ 
de Mars. The Government judiciously desired that 
Cro,vfoot should return home ,vith a vivid realization 
of the fighting po,ver of the ,vhite race. 
Perhaps the most demonstrative reception of their 
tour was accorded them at a bazaar held in l\Ion- 
treal. Clad in skin garments, feathers and brass 
ornaments the ,varriors and their cicerone ,vere the 
chief attraction of the festivity. IIere as else,vhere 
the stately Crowfoot was the Lion. A group of 
Iroquois chieftains from Caughnawaga only served as 
foils to show up the primitive grandeur of Father 
Lacombe's proteges. 
On the final night of the bazaar Crowfoot was led 
to the stage and there presented with a stack of rifles 
and ammunition. He astounded his hearers by 
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rejecting them ,vith a magnificent gesture, as he 
said: 
"I do not want these guns you ,yould give me. I 
did not come here to make ,var-nor to defend my.. 
self; because I am ,vith friends here. I have not 
even a small knife to defend myself. !{eep 
the guns; ""e have many guns in our country I" 
Translated into French by Father Lacombe the 
chief's pronouncement ,vas greeted ,vith wild Bravos! 
and cheers. IIis apparent hurt at the gift, the sin- 
cerity of his avo,val of friendship struck to the hearts 
of the impressionable audience. To their 
aroused sympathies his ,vords thrilled with the rude 
chi
alry of the plains: they ,vere seized ,,"ith the 
strength of his personality.. Vivat Crow- 
foot! 
Flowers and sha"Tls and handsome gifts were then 
suddenly sho,vered on the stage at his feet by the 
wildly enthusiastic people. These, they assured him, 
were the tokens of friendship he was to bring back 
to the allied tribes from the French-Canadians of 
l\Iontreal, and Cro,vfoot accepted the new gifts with 
cordiali ty. 
On their return home the lodges of the Blackfeet 
echoed for months the tales of the wonders of the 
east and the cities of the white men: for the Indian's 
face may be impassive, but his eye reaps its harvest 
and his memory is long. 
The closing months of this year and several in 1887 
were spent by Father Lacombe in supervising the 
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mission-,vork of his southern district, ,vith several 
visits to Edmonton to secure Cree children for the 
Dunbo"T School. There ,vas one pleasant interval 
of relaxation, ,vhen he led an excursion by rail to the 
Pacific. 
This ,vas a tour especially planned by hill1 
for the benefit of Archbishop Fabre and Arch- 
bishop Tache, but he also invited Father l\Iaisonneuve 
now old and frail and deaf, resting at St. Boniface 
after years of hardship along the Saskatche,,"an. 
IIere and there at the points tended by. isolated 
missionaries an Oblate brother, shabbily clad, bro\\Tn 
,vith exposure but light of heart, boarded their car- 
to be s,,"ept into a ,vhirl of fraternal greetings, to 
ll1arvel at the grandeur of their equipage, then to 
droIJ back into the routine of everyday ,york as the 
train sped on. 
At the Columbia in the Rockies ,vhere that river 
,vinds north about a ll1ass of mountains, Father La- 
combe recalled his prophecy to the promoters of the 
Canadian Pacific that they ,vould be unable to make 
a desirable passage through the J{icking Horse Pass. 
He sa,v no,v that while the Columbia River falls 
back before the Selkirks the engineers of the Cana- 
dian Pacific, more daring than Nature, had thro,vn 
their iron road triumphantly over the obstacle. 
At ,r ancouver, then the crude young terminal of 
the C. P. R.-the visitors were given a civic recep- 
tion. Toward evening they 'v ere conducted to the 
harbour, ,vhere a beautiful spectacle a,vaited them. 



1887 


FATHER LACO
IBE 


315 


An Indian village across the bay was fantastically 
illuminated ,vith Chinese lanterns and on the harbour 
a flotilla of Indian canoes spread out. Chinese lan- 
terns attached to the slender rigging gemmed the 
floating parade ,vhich formed and re-formed in be- 
,vildering manæuvres about the boat of the Bishop's 
party. 
As the dainty craft darted here and there across the 
,vater there rose from hundreds of breasts the wild 
melody of Indian hymns. Three great cannons 
added their voices to the tumult of joyous welcome 
as the procession moved across the Bay, until at last 
the visitors stepped ashore at the Indian yillage and 
in the square before the church ,vere formally wel- 
comed by the chief of the tribe. 
On the follo,,'ing day Archbishop Fabre blessed 
the first Catholic Church to be opened in Vancouver 
,vhere decades earlier French voyageurs of the Com- 
pany and Indians had \vorshipped at woodland 
shrines erected by Father Demers and Father Blan- 
chet. 
On the afternoon of the same day the party \vent 
by steamboat to Victoria. They found the city in 
mourning, the Palace and Cathedral draped in black 
-ne\vs having just come in from the north that 
Archbishop Seghers, the head of the diocese, had been 
mu
dered in November of the previous year by his 
servant \vhilst travelling on mission work in the Y u- 
kon District. 
On their home\vard way, as the train passed Cal- 
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gary again, the party regretfully took leave of their 
"dear Indian," Father Lacombe, ,vho picked up the 
threads of his work refreshed by the holiday. 
Toward the close of this year Father Lacombe ,vas 
again compelled to take to the road. Like a soldier 
he travelled with light knapsacks and never required 
long marching-orders. 
On this occasion he was asked by his bishop to ac- 
company him on a tour of the Easterll States, ,yhere 
in the French-Canadian parishes and else,vhere they 
might beg alms for their missions. Even to Father 
Lacombe's "holy audacity," as his ecclesiastical 
friends in Quebec termed it, this ll1ission ,yas not a 
pleasant one: to Bishop Grandin's exquisitely sensi- 
tive spirit it ,vas one long trial and humiliation. 
In several parishes they were ,velcomed, in others 
tolerated; in some the permission to preach and beg 
was refused. For people-eyen "Then they gaye 
alD1s-occasionally grumbled, at the incessant calls of 
missionaries, and their pastors felt alike their o,vn 
parochial responsibilities and the disinclination of 
their people. 
Father Lacombe's letters ,vritten during this win- 
ter's trip show plainly his difficulties-among them 
the disheartening fact that his oft-repeated story in 
broken English has gro,vn thread-bare and uninter- 
esting to himself-though the privations of his fellow- 
missionaries bacl{ in the ,vestern shacks do not lessen. 
Writing in French from Philadelphia on l\Iarch 22, 
1888, to his friend Father Legal, he says he has 
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just returned from the diocese of Baltimore with 
$1,500 : 


" But what work. ftlon tres cher! I anI al- 
,vays at the plough with letters, newspaper announcements, 
trips, and then-those sennons! 
"Imagine me in the pulpit of one of these grand churches 
or cathedrals before an audience of priests or seminarists- 
and then saying to that multitude: ':\ly dear brethren, I am 
only a poor Indian missionary. The poor nlúst have the 
gospel preached to them, therefore my bishop and Inyself, we 
COlne to make an appeal to your liberality,' and so on. I as- 
sure you, my body creaks, as I used to say out there. I would 
be discouraged and fail to know how to continue my address 
-if my imagination did not picture to me, you, my brother- 
missionary at your work. I take heart again and you seem to 
say: 'Go on; we are praying for you.' " 
At the foot of this letter there is a little note for 
all the priests in the delicate handwriting of Bishop 
Grandin: 
"I am ttuly desolate because of the illness of our dear Fa- 
ther Van Tighen. We have already experienced so many 
trials of all sorts that God might at least grant health to us 
alL Take courage however, my dear Father. If you suffer: 
if you have difficulties, remember that for my part I have 
known them too-and great ones. If it were not that our 
cause is God's also I would despair of it. 
"1 embrace you, and bless you all, 
"Your affectionate brother, 
"VITAL, O. 1\1. I." 


This characteristic note illustrates one source of the 
inspiration of the wonderful work done by the Oblate 
. 
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missionaries in the west-the exhortations and sym- 
pathy of their chiefs who appreciated just how heavy 
their burdens ,vere, because they had first borne them 
all themselves. 
W oonsocket, Pawtucket, and Providence are can- 
vassed successfully, but Father Lacombe is beginning 
to feel the ÏI1firmities of age. He complains of the 
heat and of ,veaklless in his limbs. .. "These 
are terrible journeys for my strength, ph)Tsical and 
mental." 
One pleasant feature of the old missionary's tour 
was his meeting ,vith l\Iother J\::atherine Drexel, of the 
Philadelphia Drexels, ,vho had consecrated her life 
and fortune to the uplift of the Indian and negro. 
When they parted Father Lacombe was richer by sev- 
eral hundred dollars given by the nun to be devoted 
to hospital ,vork among the Indians. 
It ,vas also ,vhile at Providellce, R. I., this year that 
he was sho,vn a beautiful private home and estate 
which had been donated by its owner as a Ilome for 
aged and orphans. As he looked, a vision sprang 
up before Father Lacombe, and remained ,vith him 
for years till he saw its realization in the Lacombe 
IIome. 


.. 
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WHEN Father Lacombe at last returned with 
$6,000 to the ,vesterÚ missions he found plenty of 
cares awaiting him. Affairs at the Bo,v were bien 
tristes for lack of money, he chronicled. But he had 
the happiness of playing his old role of Lord Bounti- 
ful. 
He had no jurisdiction oyer the money collected. 
lIe had, ho,vever, many presents for his friends-a 
bell bought in Philadelphia for the mission at Banff- 
an ostensoriull1 for Father 'Tan Tighen-a \Vay of 
the Cross for Father Blais-a magic lantern with 
N e,v Testament pictures for Father Leduc and his 
Indians; ,vhile for Father Legal his beggar friend 
had secured a ne,v saddle, a ,vashing machine, four 
volumes of the History of the Church, and an alarm 
clock t-,vhich luxuries are for,varded to the young 
priest all1id mutual expressions of delight. 
Dividing his till1e and efforts this ,vinter between 
,vhite and Indian ll1issions in the south, Father La- 
combe finds but one abiding source of humour in the 
little brick Chateau and ell1bryo orchard evolved from 
next to nothing at Lethbridge by his ingenious 
brother, Father Van Tighen. The orchard, which 
first demonstrated the possibilities of horticulture in 
Southern Alberta, and the Chateau were in time to 
319 
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"'''in a place in Southern Alberta records: this year 
they only afforded material for Father Lacombe to 
tease "that dear Father "\T an 1-"ighen." 
A visit to Edn10nton in April, 1889, found him so 
"
orn-out that he collapsed physically and ,vas or- 
dered to bed for ,,"eeks, \vhere he lay planning ne,v 
movements in the interests of the southern tribes and 
,vriting long' letters to his bishop begging him not to 
abandon this unsatisfactory field, as pressing needs 
else\vhere urg'ed the bishol) to do. 
FroIn Ednlonton he ,yent ,yith Bishop Grandin to 
St. Boniface to attend the first Provincial Council 
of western Catholic clergy. 1-"his met in "TÏ11nipeg 
Ï11 July, 1889, and included a celebration of the sev- 
enty-first anniversary of the arrival of Bishop Pro- 
vencher and Father DUIl1oulin. "There in 1818 there 
had been only t,vo priests there ,vere no,v one Arch- 
bishop, five Bishops, and one hundred and t,venty-six 
priests together ,vith nunlerous consecrated ,yorkers. 
1-"he Lieutenant-Governors of 
Ianitoba and of the 
N orth\vest attended the first public session of the 
Cou11ciI. Father Lacolnbe was named prollloter of 
the convention, and it continued from July 14th to 
July 24th, with sessions l)ublic and private and sol- 
emn religious services. 
That autumn, as Superintendent of the district his 
confreres asseInbled about him in 
Iacleod for their 
annual retreat. He writes that they not only have 
a lay-brother to cool{ for them this year and atteno 
to their wants, but this factotuIn is Brother .Jean, a 
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most capable man. The veteran chronicles with de- 
light that at last they are going to make a retreat 
en 1nessieurs-like gentlemen. 
On October 12 Lord Stanley the Governor Gen- 
eral visited l\Iacleod and the carriage of Capt. 1\ic- 
Donnell, N. 'V. 1\1. P. was sent on His Excellency's 
request to bring Father Lacombe to meet him. 
The missionary writes Father Legal that they con- 
versed for an hour in French, Father Lacombe 
speaking to His Excellency very frankly about school 
matters and the inadequacy of certain Indian officials. 
Apart from this the picture his letter contains of a 
\vestern reception to Vice-royalty in the eighties is 
not captivating: 


"Yesterday the Governor arrived. I was there with a few 
others. Little enthusiasm-the good people of :Nlacleod were 
occupied with drinking. What a race of people! what rude- 
ness! But our mission-bell rang out, beside the pa- 
vilion. 
"Last night at nine-was His Excellency's levee in the City 
Hall. Fiasco and failure! We were about a score of people, 
two priests and Reverend l\Ir. Hilton. . What a 
tr.iste affair. But there were four ladies deshabilees-among 
them l\Irs. -, who as we passed out with the Governor com- 
menced to leap about like a danseuse. His Excellency will 
have a grand idea of the people of l\Iacleod." 


In Christmas week Father Lacombe received a let- 
ter which ,vas a fresh evidence of the regard of a man 
whose friendship has been marked by a series of grace- 
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ful acts. The letter enclosed a rail,vay pass oyer the 
\vhole systeln of the Canadian Pacific. 


"l\10NTREAL, December 

, 1889. 
"Dear Father Lacombe: 
"Weare still following you wherever you go, with our rails 
and locomotives, and it is possible that JOU wi]] hear our 
whistle at l\lacleod before the end of the coming year. 
"1 send you herewith a little charm against railway con- 
ductors, which you may find useful since you cannot get 
beyond their reach. 
"'Vith best wishes for your good health and long life, 
"Believe me, 
"Faithfully yours, 
"W. c. VAN HORNE." 


Twenty years after this Pass had been received 
Father Lacolnbe still fingered affectionately the letter 
that accompanied it, \vhile he said with tender gravit)T 
that trembled with tears at the end: 
"He wrote it himself. . . You see, ,vhy I 
love that man different froln the others-he is him- 
self different. He has not only his genius, his brain, 
but he has a heart; that is more rare. See, he \vrote 
this letter himself; that lnan-and so busy. But it 
was always so-he has been beautiful in the little 
things of Life.. Ah, Omimi, I love that lnan 
-he is the brother of my heart." 
The old priest's heart was both responsive and ac- 
tively affectionate, yet he could be stern, too, when 
the occasion arose, and one record of it shows not 
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alone his sternness but his unsurpassed perception of 
the Indian character and ho,v to influence it for the 
best. This concerns five Indian l\letis, three women 
and t,vo men, who in contact ,vith low ,vhites had sunk 
as lo,v as mankind can sink to,vard the aniInal state, 
and who had flouted the old priest's appeals to lead 
more decent lives. 
On l\Iarch 16 he concluded a mission at Calgary 
for all the Indians and 1tletis of the neighbourhood. 
He writes to Father Legal about the grand closing 
demonstration-the chanting of the Te Deum, the 
solemn baptizing of nine adult Crees ,vho had been 
pagans, and the marriage of three couples. "It was 
all touching," he says; then adds: 


"On the eve of the closing I believed it my duty to make a 
final striking coup d' eclat. I covered the altar with the 
funeral pall and to the sound of funeral knells tolling I de- 
nounced and excommunicated five public sinners-three 
women, two men-after which we recited the .Jfiserere, greatly 
impressing and astounding the whole assembly." 


It is doubtful if the indecent degraded lives of the 
fiye were in any way altered by these thunders of the 
Church, but the ceremonies certainly exercised a most 
wholesome influence on some of their brethren who 
were tempted to join them on the soiled primrose path 
of frontier Calgary's underworld. 
In April of this year, 1890, Crowfoot lay down his 
sceptre of native power, named his brother Three 
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Bulls his successor, and met death with brave serenity 
befitting an Ancient. 
His funeral was a striking compromise between the 
ways of the pagan and the Christian, for though 
Crowfoot had lived an avowed pagan he had died a 
professing Christian, and t,vo days before his death 
he asl(ed Father Doucet to baptize him and receive 
hin} into the fold of the Church. 
Shortly before his death his people shot his favour- 
ite pony before the tepee in accordance ,vith pagan 
rites, but at the last Father Doucet chanted the pray- 
ers for the dead by the open grave. 
'Vith Cro,vfoot the last of the great Indians of the 
plains passed into history. 
In June as a deserved holiday Father Lacombe 
took Father Legal and Father Doucet to visit Sechelt, 
an Indian village north of Vancouver. The visit was 
made during the annual religious Congress of the 
Pacific Indians, where the tribes of Sechelt, Squam- 
ish, Sycannis, Lilloet, Chilcotin, Stickeen, Cariboo, 
Douglas, Stuart's Lake, and Fraser River met to- 
gether accompanied by their missionaries. 
l\lany of the Indians who had come out from the 
interior now looked upon steamboats and rail,vays for 
the first time. Others of a newer generation came 
from Indian schools and brought brass bands with 
them. 
The ninth or closing day of the Congress fell as 
planned on Corpus Christi and was marked by a pro- 
cession. Its start was prefaced by the booming of 
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cannons and it was accompanied along a flower-strewn 
,vay by alternate music of bands and chanting of 
Indian choirs. The procession came to a close 
with a Calvary-tableau on the hill overlooking the 
village. 
At night a torchlight procession moved through the 
village streets like the current of a river in flames; I 
and the intermingling of music and chanting of 
prayers in the quiet evening beside the Pacific was 
beyond ,vords beautiful. 
The missionaries of the plains returned home over 
the Inountains with a fresh impulse to work for their 
less promising .Blackfeet. Father Lacombe immedi- 
ately directed his,activities toward promoting French- 
Canadiall colonies in the Saskatchewan valley. 
Up and do,vn the old province of Quebec, across 
the border into the Eastern States the stal,vart vet- 
eran travelled preaching his doctrine of the new land, 
free farms and openings for young men. "On the 
road all the time," he reports early in September to 
his friend among the Bloods. "Yesterday I came up 
from below Quebec stopping only at the bishop's. I 
shall soon go again to Rimouski-C a c' est un com- 
mercer' 
A week later he and Bishop Grandin are at Ottawa 
pressing their claims concerning Indian schools. 
Among the requests he urges upon the l\iinister of the 
Interior is the establishment of a hospital for In- 
dians on the Blood R,eserve. It is not a new request: 
he is merely renewing his petitions, as men sooner or 
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later learned this amiable, iron-willed old man would 
do-until he obtained ,,'"hat he sought. 


V ous savez que je suis un hontme a plansr
 . . . 
A man of plans, indeed; he might have said, a man of 
accomplishments. 
In October he wrote a brief rapturous note an- 
nouncing to I
ather Legal that at last he has been able 
though the charity of friends to buy t,vo small organs 
which he says stand as an evidence of his o"\\'"n au- 
dacity. "Of course, there is one for Your Reyerence, 
and one for Father Foisy; 1nais.J Tnon ires clzer
 ho,v I 
have ,vanted for a long time to get one of these organs 
for you!" 
On each of his trips to l\Iontreal in the eighties 
Father Lacombe used to rene'\v his pleasant friend- 
ship ,vith Sir "Tilliam Van Horne, Sir George Ste- 
phen and Sir Donald Smith, and dining one day at 
the home of the last-named, with other magnates of 
the C. P. R., he first met "Lord and Lady Aberdeen 
arriving from Scotland." 
This I note, because it marked the beginning of 
another very pleasant acquaintance ,v.hich was to 
ripen into a '\varm friendship. For the Scotch peer 
and his wife ,vere immediatel)T taken with a person- 
ality that combined intellectual and human interest 
in the most picturesque fashion; while "\vith }'ather 
Lacombe their ready kindness and outspoken regard 
won his responsive liking as readil)T as the sun drew 
up dew from the heart of his O"Tn prairie-roses. 
These visits to old friends in the east formed some 
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of the many bright hours of his work-a-day trips, but 
on the whole he ,,,,as ,vearied-"overwhelmed with 
occupations," he says-and he confides to Father Le- 
gal his gro,ving hope that on his return the bishop 
,viII let him build a house in the quiet foothills at 
Pincher Creek, to retire there as to a hermitage. 
His men10ry and notebooks were as usual crowded 
,vith commissions for his fello,v-priests and other 
friends-calls to be made on relatives; favours to be 
secured; lonely l\Ietis children in Eastern schools to 
be called upon; pathetic petitions for necessities in the 
shabby missions. And like a big brother who goes 
out into the ,vorld he ,vas only happy when he could 
return laden ,,,,ith gifts and affectionate messages for 
his brethren. I t is note,vorthy that he never 
kept anything' of all the g'ifts for himself! 
On his return to the west he spent some time vis- 
iting the reserves. "Triting to his bishop in Decem- 
ber he ascribes the Blackfeet's tenacious paganism to 
their pride: 
"Of an inveterate-I could say-an innate pride, 
they have no conception of the virtue of humility, nor 
any ,vords in their tongue to express it. The Black- 
foot ,viII never say he is a sinner nor humble himself. 
On the contrary, from the chief and warriors-proud 
and superb in manner-down to the child beginning 
to shape a bow, the continuous refrain upon their per- 
son.al goodness is the same. . But God with- 
draws Himself from the proud of heart and dra,vs 
near the humble. " 
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A further reason for their stand against Christi- 
anity, he finds, is their determined practice of polyg- 
amy. Even at this period the warriors maintained 
the right to their old-tilne prairie harems, and a girl's 
parents ,vouId sell her at the age of ten years to a 
gro,vn man selecting her as a future wife. Cro,vfoot 
was an exception to the Blackfoot rule of polygamy: 
like the Head-Chief S,veet-Grass and unlike his lesser 
followers he was satisfied ,vith one ,vife. And these 
two chiefs ,vere noted for ,visdom in their tribes. 
For the past seven )rears Father Lacombe's letters 
have reflected his anxieties about various lndian school 
boys. N o,v in February of 1891 he has the most 
serious case of all to speak about-a young brave, 
Peter, ,vho ,vas accused of helping to steal horses at 
l\ledicine Hat. The boy cried so pitifully before he 
was taken off to gaol that Father Lacombe decided 
"I must go and do my possible ,vith Judge l\Iacleod" 
-and ,vith everyone else in authority to secure clem- 
ency for the poor boy. 
For ho,v ,vas Peter to quite grasp the doctrine that 
what ,vas glory in the days of the youth of Crowfoot 
and Sweet-Grass was crime in .his? 
I
ather Lacombe set out on his mission of mercy 
,vith such pleasure in the act of benevolence that the 
onlooker is set to ,vonder ,vhich is dearer to I
ather 
Lacombe-the wrong-doer who throws himself upon 
his mercy, or the charitable friend who opens sym- 
pathies and purse to meet the needs of his beloved 
missions? Either class has a strong hold upon his 
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affections-but the balance of favour lies perhaps with 
the friendless sinner-no matter what his crime. 
And for this reason the man of despair, divining 
the old priest's sympathy, always made a sanctuary 
of him. 
In April Father Lacombe together with Father 
Legal drove from the Blood reserve into l\Iontana to 
visit the southern Piegans near Two l\ledicine River. 
They ministered to these allies of the Blackfeet, vis- 
ited the Agency and dined at the cafe of Joe Kipp 
of border-fame. On the return trip, losing the trail 
in a 8torm, they found shelter at night in the home of 
one of the numerous l\Iormon settlers then coming 
in to Southern Alberta. 
In November, when he was again planning his 
retirement to the IIermitage, Father Lacombe went 
instead to l\Iontreal on the bishop's request to repre- 
sent St. Albert diocese at the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Oblates' arrival in Canada. 
Father Lacombe's stay in the east, although a 
busy one, was not without social pleasure. Among 
clergy and laity his unusual personality and powers 
as a raconteur exercised their charm, and his com- 
pany was still sought after by leading men in l\Ion- 
treal and Ottawa, who had seen the rich nature 
behind the humble exterior of the old plainsman. 
At Ottawa he dined with Sir Adolphe Caron, with 
Sir John Thompson, and others of his friends among 
the U gros bonnets.

 1 At l\Iontreal he was enter- 


1 Big Hats-an Indian term for Chiefs. 
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tained by Sir William Van Horne, James Ross, and 
others prominent in Canadian finance and public life. 
He was always sensitive to genuine social charm 
and of one evening and host he writes this charming 
tribute: 


"Last Saturday I dined 
yith my good friend ,ran Horne in 
company with several 'gros bonnets.' The evening 'Was a 
veritable triumph of refinement and amiability." 


Whilst in Montreal he was presented with a very 
fine Italian painting 1 b
T the directors of the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway. In the pleasing presentation 
which took place in the President's office, Father La- 
combe recognized again the charming thought and 
temperament of his old friend. 
On January 3rd, 1892, he writes from l\iontreal 
to Father Legal that he is "encumbered ,vith business 
and commissions. Ah, I have need of a frame of 
iron," is the note of complaint with which he concludes 
the letter. lIe is evidently tired and his years are 
telling on him. 
Some portion of his weariness may be due to the 
fact that he was greatly discouraged in his efforts to 
procure the hospital for southern Indians ,vhich had 
been practically promised to him a year earlier at 
Calgary by the Hon. l\Ir. Dewdney. 
The prospects at Ottawa no,v were not promising 
and Father Lacombe appealed again and again to 
the Hon. l\Ir. Dewdney and the Hon. l\Iayne Daly- 


1 This painting still hangs over the high altar of St. Mary's, Calgary. 
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the latter one of the fe,v politicians whom Father La- 
combe credited ,vith a serious sense of responsibility 
toward the child-races of the plains, and a practical 
sympathy with their needs. 
He urged upon the t\VO the truth that privations 
and lack of food had weakened the Indians and that 
new diseases ,vere coming among them from the 
whites. lie begged them to build a hospital on 
the Blood Reserve as an experiment. 
A letter written by him on }'ebruary 8th to Father 
Legal sho,vs him utterly disheartened, for the Hon. 

Ir. Dewdney had brought him to Premier 1-\bbott 
and he was told by the latter that the hospital would 
have to wait another year or two there sim- 
ply were no funds for it. 
At the announcement Father Lacombe saw his air- 
castles on the Blood Reserve shattered at his feet; 
dazed with disappointment he looked from one to an- 
other of the ugros bonncts n then broke out 
with the eloquence of his despair. 
'The eloquence and disappointment combined so 
moved the politicians that on l\Iarch 9th Father La- 
cOlllbe could ,vrite jubilantly to his western corre- 
spondent: 


"Dear Father: 
"Thank God with me ! Yesterday I had an interview with 
Dewdney, ,,,ho was very amiable. His first words to me were: 
'Father, your Hospital is granted; I have got the mO!ley for 
you.' :\Iy heart beat hard: I was so surprised and so 
glad. . . ." 
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He then goes into details about the grant, urging 
Father Legal to hasten to make a plan for the build- 
ing: for the young Breton had added the architect's 
craft to his other accompl.shments since he arrived in 
Alberta. . He continues: 


"Now, my dear Father and friend of many days, we must 
nlove heaven and earth to rnake a success of our famous en- 
terprise. 'If you are successful,' said l\lr. Dewdney to nle, 
'I assure you 'we will make similar establishments on other Re- 
serves.' It is also intended that the hospital shall be con- 
structed beside your house. I am ,veeping for joy of it; I 
am so happy. 'Quid retribuam Domino?
 Quick, make me 
a nice plan." 


This ,vas all for which he had ,vaited; a fe,v days 
later he set off for the ,yest ,vith t,venty-six cases of 
baggage and supplies he had purchased or received 
as gifts for the missions of the diocese. 



XI 


THE east being still una\vare of the resources of 
western Canada, it was the policy of the C. P. R. to 
invite leading men to visit the west as their guests. 
The directors realized that every visitor seeing would 
believe and return an apostle of the New lVest. 
Consequently on l\Iay 16 a party of ecclesiastics 
left l\Iontreal in t,vo special cars, placed by the presi- 
dent at Father Lacombe's disposal. At St. Boniface 
Archbishop Tache joined the party, which then in- 
cluded the Archbishop of Otta,va, Father Lacombe, 
Bishop Lafleche ,vho had been Tache's companion in 
the forties at Isle a la Crosse, Bishop Grouård of the 
Athabasca-l\Iackenzie district, Bishop l\Iacdonald of 
Alexandria, Bishop Brondel of Helena, l\Iontana, 
Bishop Lorrain of Pembroke, the Rector of Ottawa 
University, fourteen priests, .Judge Routher of Que- 
bec and 1\1. des Cases. 
At St. Boniface, Regina,' Prince Albert, where 
Archbishop Tache blessed the corner-stone of a new 
Cathedral, and at Calgary their reception was "a suc- 
cession of fêtes." Calgary extended a civic reception 
and a public dinner to the visitors, the music being 
provided b)T an Indian band from the school where 
eight years earlier Father Lacombe had brought his 
group of young savages to be trained. 
333 
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Fronl Calgary the route led to Edmonton, and St. 
Albert, and thence to British Columbia "rhere at St. 
l\Iary's, the Canadian Oberammergau, they saw the 
Passion Pla)T religiousl)T enacted by Indians. 
This was the most picturesque incident of their trip. 
On their arrival they found seven tribes of Indians 
encamped in a beautiful plain beside the Fraser. 
Greeted with a cannon's booming and the roar of 
nlusketry from hundreds of Indians lined up to ,vel- 
come them, the entrance of the ecclesiastics in the 
vaHey was one of semi-royal splendour. 
The Passion "Tas protrayed in eight tableaux by 
Indians garbed as J e,vs and ROll1ans. Throughout 
the tableaux the Indian multitude l(ept up a mournful 
chanting, but at the last scene a solemn hush fell on 
the valley then one by one the chiefs of the 
tribes rose and called out in a loud voice: 


"The Christ is dead-the Christ is dead!" 


That evening the seven tribes again assembled on 
the hill in an in1n1ense tent, \vhere the Bishop of New 
'Vestminster officiated at a solemn benediction and 
the evening air ,vas melodious with the chanting of 
hundreds of Indians; ,vhile on the plain beneath as 
darkness fell, the camp-fire before each ghostly white 
skin lodge made human spots of ,varmth and colour 
in the moonlit valley, which was itself a divine etching 
in black and silver. 
By. the middle of June the "Car of Israel," as the 
private coach had been named, returned to St. Boni- 
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face, and Father Lacombe's famous personally-con- 
ducted tour was at an end. 
In July our IIermit ,vent to his hermitage, ex- 
pressing a firm intention to remain there. On Sep- 
tember 16th he writes: 


"To avoid being tempted to make voyages I have sent my 
horses to l\lr. Gravel. That is what they call 'burning one's 
ships' !" 


And so having banished Badger-the successor of 
his good ponies, Buckskin and Buckshot-he felt him- 
self bound to stay at home and rest, to compose 
his mind and meditate on Eternity as he desired to 
do in preparation for the end. 
The first interruption to his days of contemplation 
came in December. He writes to Father Legal that 
Bishop Grandin had to go east on business and needs 
him: and he feels he must go. lIe does not add- 
,vhat ,vas probably true-that the solitude of his her- 
mitage had begun to pall upon him. 
In the east he began a search for volunteer-nurses 
for the Indian Hospital now nearing completion. 
He found that the Superiors of convents were un- 
willing to let their nuns go for hospital work among 
Indians with such a reputation for bloodthirstiness 
and dislike for the tenets of Christianity. 
Telling the story of his efforts decades after he 
said of the Superior-General of the Grey Nuns: 
"Perhaps that good l\Iother could not spare her 
nuns, or-as people said-she was afraid to send her 


. 
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young Sisters among the wild Bloods; for a Hospital 
you know, ,vas not the same as a school for young 
children. But any,vay, me-I was vexed, and I say 
-
Tres bien
 for fifty 
Tears we Oblates and you Grey 
Nuns have work side by side in the west to see which 
can do the most good. N ow you would stop here- 
Then Good-bye,' I said, and I went away not pleased 
-me! 
"At St. IIyacinthe, at Otta,va, at Quebec I went 
to the convents, and it was al,vays the same: the Supe- 
riors refused. I ,vas losing all my courage. 
"Then at Nicolet, where I ,vent to see the Bishop 
on some other affairs, I told him of my disappoint- 
ment-it was at last becoming my despair. 
"N ext day. the Superior of that Nicolet Convent 
sent word to me that if any of her Sisters would vol- 
unteer themselves for the IIospital, she ,vas ,villing to 
let them go. Ah, that ,vas joy for me-I 
cannot tell you how great. Four Sisters 
came; more would have come if I had need of more- 
ah, ces cheres Princessesr
 
"I have told these nuns I am going to ennoble them 
and call them Princesses of Charity," he '''Tote in his 
enthusiasln to Father Legal, and east and west the 
old man sang the praises of his dear Princesses, as the 
Nicolet nuns were for several years known in church- 
circles of the west. 
While in the east he also secured from his friends 
at the Canadian Pacific offices a tri-weekly mail-serv- 
ice for l\lacleod instead of the weekly arrangement 
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planned by the road, and he tells as a choice bit of 
ne,vs to his friend that the C. P. R. ,viII shortly build 
a line up into the Cro,v's Nest Pass. 
lIe dines ,vith his old friend, Edouard Fabre-now 
Archbishop of l\Iontreal-on February 28, the anni- 
yersary of the birth of each; and he chronicles the 
delight they felt in recalling the good old days. But 
his mind is mor
 heartily in touch with the needs of 
the present, and the same letter that notes the re- 
union ,vith Edouard Fabre announces happily that 
the Superiors of eight more colleges and four convents 
have each agreed to take a bright pupil from the west- 
ern reserves and educate them free of charge. 


Before returning to the west Father Lacombe par- 
ticipated in an interesting occasion, which was at the 
time recorded in The Elll]Jire of Toronto in the fol- 
lo,ving despatch of January 22nd from Otta,va: 


"It was an historic scene which ,vas enacted yesterday in 
the Privy Council Chalnber here-historic because for the 
first time in the history of the Dominion an appeal ,vas be- 
ing heard by the Governor-in-Council under the provisions 
of Section 93 of the Confederation Act. Following the pre- 
cedent set by the sub-comn1Ïttee of the Privy Council which 
heard the preliminary argument, the proceedings yesterday 
were open to the public. Every leading newspaper in the 
Don1inion had its representative present, while about a dozen 
gentlemen represented the great Canadian public. Among 
the more notable outsiders present were Rev. Father Lacon1be, 
the famous N. W. missionary. " 
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This morsel of parliamentary correspondence is in- 
dicative of the new phase of public life that had opened 
before Father Lacombe. The Canadian Government 
was confronting a grave constitutional question which 
for years was to engage the keenest wits of Canada's 
publicists, and through the long-drawn-out battle it 
entailed the two commanding figures always ,vere the 
statesman-prelate of St. Boniface and his indomitable 
lieutenant, our old veteran of the plains. 
The question had been precipitated into the polit- 
ical arena by the ambitions of certain politicians in 
l\Ianitoba, assisted by Dalton l\lcCarthy who was still 
burning with resentment at the passage of the Jesuit 
Estates' Bill and the failure of Sir John l\Iacdonald 
to appoint him l\Iinister of Justice. 'fhe case was 
kept open no less by the working of political intrigue 
than by the resolute convictions and principles 
roused in the opposing masses. Canada divided on 
the question; political reputations were made and un- 
made in the ugrand llttte/
 as Father Lacombe was 
wont to term it; one government was thrown out of 
po\ver and another elevated by reason of it-and in 
more ways than one the l\Ianitoba School question im- 
pressed itself deeply upon the political history of Can- 
ada. 
The agitation had begun in 1889, when the new 
Greenway administration resolved to abolish Sepa- 
rate Schools in l\Ianitoba, and carried legislation to 
this effect. This was not only a subversion of a sys- 
tem that had existed for seventy years-or since the 
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stately Provencher at St. Boniface opened the first 
schools of the Canadian West: it was also in direct 
(
ontravention of the rights in educational matters as- 
sured to the Catholic minority b)r the l\Ianitoba Act 
of 1870. 
The l\Ianitoba minority held the universal claim 
(If their co-religionists to direct the schools maintained 
by their own taxes, to select text-books for use therein, 
nnd to provide moral training based upon religious 
jnstruction. These claims are not ordinarily objec- 
tionable to politicians of any creed, if the majority of 
voters in a community hold these views. When, how- 
ever, separate-school rate-payers are in the minority 
--by the laws of opportunism that control the average 
J)oliticians-the claims of the separate-school advo- 
("ate are most reprehensible. 
l\Ianitoba politicians seized upon defects in the 
training and qualifications of separate-school teachers 
to condemn the whole system. Archbishop Tache 
and his school-boards growing a,vare of the defects, 
had resolved to improve conditions, but their oppor- 
tunity was now gone. 
Leading his people in an agitation for their rights 
the Archbishop cited not only the l\Ianitoba Act, but 
the British North America Act-the Constitution of 
the Dominion-as providing protection for the minor- 
ity and guaranteeing separate-school rights. His 
party instanced the generous treatment of the Prot- 
estant minority in Quebec: they appealed to a sense 
of common justice for the inalienable right of the re- 


It 
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spectable parent to educate his child ,vheresoever he 
would if he ,vere himself willing to pay for it. 
But as nothing they said made any impression upon 
the provincial authorities Tache's party carried their 
grievance to Ottawa. They brought test-cases in the 
courts and these ,vere finally' carried to the Privy 
Council where the aggrieved party lost. 
T.he IIaultain administration of the N orth,vest 
Territories, taking a leaf out of l\Ianitoba's book, in 
turn deprived the minority of their old school rights. 
The work was done ,vith a finer hand than in l\Iani- 
toba, the leader being a man of much !)olitica) finesse 
and accomplishment; the results ,vere silnilar. 
Petitions for relief no,v poured in frOlll the ,vest 
to the Ottawa Government, but with Sir John l\Iac- 
donald dead and his l)arty groping for such another 
tactician and leader, the time was unpropitious for 
decision: particularly as the l\Ianitoba Government 
was no,v shielding itself behind a ne,v cry- Provin- 
cial Rights. 
Echoes of the discussion rose on all sides and the 
question, regarded by Ottawa's politicians as theÌr 
sorest affliction, gradually assumed national propor- 
tions. On one side. ,vere the Catholics of the ,vest 
led by the Archbishop of St. Boniface and his minis- 
ter plenipotentiary, supported by all the Catholics of 
Eastern Canada. On the other hand were the l\Iani- 
toba Government and a majority of western Prot- 
estants backed by the entire element in Canada ,vhich 
aproximates to the non-Conformists in England. 
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It was with small hope of any immediate settlement 
that Father Lacombe returned home in 1893, confi- 
dent he '\vould soon have to come east again and take 
further steps in the campaign. 
On his return he received a charmingly playful let- 
tel' from his old friend at St. Boniface, '\vhose redoubt- 
able spirit could still be gay, although he describes 
himself as an "infirm old man," and the sufferings 
from his disease have become so grave that he knows 
himself to be in the Valley of Shadows. 
The letter was in reply to one Father Lacombe had 
written announcing his resun1ption of the life of a 
IIermit, '\vith his unans\verable argument of 
On est 
Erl1tÏte ou on ne test ]JQS-' (One is a Hermit or 
one is not)-the inference being that he was a IIermit 
because he desired to be and said he was, tout 8Ï'lr/;plc- 
mente 'Vhether or not the exigencies of his work 
drove him to unceasing travels, that fact was not to 
be permitted to upset his claim. 
The aged Archbishop meets his friend's vie'\vs play- 
fully, but with an undercurrent of seriousness that 
suggests his o,vn next cloister will be the tomb. The 
letter, '\vhich is replete '\vith a delicious humour, suf- 
fers in the translation. 
The Archbishop first professes his desire to be a 
hermit, too; then says: 
"In the depths of solitude and silence I salute you by the 
,vatchword of your new Institution, 'Brother, one is a Hermit 
or one is not.' So since we may no longer mix ourselves in 
the things of this world I return l\lr. Reed's letter to you. 
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I am even going to make my adieux to ::\lonseigneur Durieu, 
who will not forego his existence on the agitated sea of the 
'world. In the fear that his example might mislead me, the 
Inspirer of our isolation yesterday enveloped all visible Na- 
ture in a white shroud, an image of that which we 'will take 
at the gateway of our cloister, to indicate that nothing pro- 
fane or soiled should enter within that Sanctuary, or that at 
least if one enters there with stains one must live without 
spot (tache) to become a dove (colombe). This last word, 
is it not merely an evolution from lacombe? 
"Yes, brother, one is a IIermit or one is not, and as we 
are hernlits, let us separate to unite again in the Lord. 
"I commit you to God, Brother, till ,ve meet again, 
'''BROTHER ALEXANDER OF THE 
"OBSERVANCE OF PINCHER CREEK." 


On l\Iay 14th, Father Lacoll1be ,vrites from his 
new Hermitage. No,," for the first time appears on 
his letters the rubber stamp- u El"lnitage de St. 
1JIichcf"'; he is determined to give his hermitage an 
air of permanency. lie ,vrites to Father Legal: 
"ftf e voila-again a Ilermit. I ,,'ish that those ,vags who 
will not take my position seriously could see into my Hennit- 
age for a little while to-day-Sunday. Alone on the top of 
my hill with my dog and my cat again, I say to myself, 'It 
is so one is a Hennit!' I go into church to visit my one 
neighbour, who is also my kind Saviour, and I repeat the 
prayers and the office of hermits. Ah, wags, you who say 
there are no hermits now! Erudemini filii homi- 
nUflTl. " 


About the same time he ,vrites that he is expecting 
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a visit from his friend Sir William V an Horne, who 
had lately written repeating his protests against the 
proposed retirement of Father Lacombe: 


"When it is given to one like you to kindle the love and 
reverence of everybody you meet, is it right that you should 
bury yourself in a Hermitage? Surely not." 


Sir William need not have feared that the delight- 
ful old plainsman ,vould be lost to his friends. He 
was a Hermit: assuredly-had he not proclaimed the 
fact throughout the Dominion? But his friends were 
not to lose him; for he was a Hermit-who would not 
stay at home. 
He finds the modern IIermit cannot live in a grotto 
on figs and water. Like many another missionary- 
priest he learns again the cares of housekeeping, for 
there is no lay-brother to spare for this mission, and 
,vhen a niece ,vho was with him leaves to return east 
he has the greatest difficulty in getting someone to 
come in from time to time to keep his house orderly. 
lIe grumbles: "This business of doing the cooking 
does not agree ,vith me." 
Perhaps the cooking or the quiet or the loneliness 
palled upon him, for ,vhen in June he received a tele- 
gram from his old Alma 
Iater at L'Assomption- 
"Père Lacombe required for our feast without fail" 
-he goes without demur, to the joys of the open 
road and the jeers of his younger brethren. 
After the College feast he went to Ottawa and 
arranged with 1\11". Daly to formally open the hos- 
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pital that summer, then on to Nicolet where he sa,v 
"those dear Princesses" bid a tremulous farewell to 
their quiet convent and sister nuns. A few days 
later he followed them to the west. 
The autumn finds hinl quietly settled at the Her- 
mitage-rested and content although very poor. 
lIe has to meet some of his debts by selling his horse 
and the heavy. waggon at the mission. 



XII 


EARLY in the New Year of 1894 he was called to 
St. Boniface. The Archbishop, with sufficient 
trouble for one human frame in the grave disease he 
was battling, had set himself to meet a fresh crisis 
in the School Question as determinedly as forty years 
before he had reversed his Superior's order to aban- 
don the western missions. 
Physically unable to carryon any negotiations at 
Ottawa now, he turned all active work over to }1"ather 
Lacombe, and in the fulfilment of this mission laid 
on him by his ailing friend-statesmen, prelates and 
laity were to come equally under the influence of the 
persuasive old man who knew but one cry, "Give us 
back our rights in our Schools!" 
Since the repeated efforts of the Archbishop and 
his party to secure remedial measures had been un- 
availing the Archbishop's next step was to secure 
the formal co-operation of all his brother-prelates in 
Canada, and it was for this delicate mission t.hat he 
had again called upon his old IIermit. 
Father Lacombe brought the Archbishop's latest 
and most notable l\Iemorial on the School Question 
to l\Iontreal and had it published there. On April 
34ð 
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1st he writes to Fat.her Legal that the Bishops have 
all agreed to unite with Tache in demanding the res- 
toration of their school rights. He continues: 


"Imagine, I leave to-morrow evening for St. Boniface with 
the Bishop of Valleyfield and secretary. I have seen all the 
Bishops of Quebec, and with Bishop Grandin have prevailed 
upon Their Lordships to make our cause their own. Done, 
they all desire, and will regard as their doyen the Archbishop 
of St. Boniface. It has been decided that Bishop Elnard 
will be charged with this important mission to go in the name 
of his colleagues and carry their kindest ,vishes to Archbishop 
Tache and convey their sympathy with him, asking him what 
should be done uno consensu; to decide too upon a plan of 
campaign and some fOrIn of agitation to compel, by public 
demand, the authorities to render justice to us. I have just 
come from Ottawa ,vith Bishop Grandin. We met there the 
Bishop of l\lontreal and Bishop Emard. C'est serieux. The 
1\Iemoir, of which I have had thousands of copies printed in 
French and English is making a sensation. It is a thunder- 
bolt to the Government. 
"l\Iclntosh and Haultain are at Ottawa. The frightened 
1\linistry would ,vish to make them give way, but they will 
not, seeing that they have already been supported against us." 


The petition now forwarded to Ottawa was signed 
by thirty-one prelates and was a wide and statesman- 
like appeal for justice. The document was pre- 
sented by Father Lacombe in person. 
From the serious tone of the resultant Order in 
Council it would seem to have impressed the Govern- 
ment more than any previous effort of the Catholic 
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party: but whatever the plans and policy of the gov- 
erning party this year they were upset by the tragi- 
cally sudden death of the Prime l\Iinister-Sir John 
Thompson-in December at 'Vindsor Castle. 
Rumours of definite remedial action began to take 
shape however. 
Occasional pleasures marked Father Lacombe's 
stay in the East, but it was for the most part fa- 
tiguing, and he sigheq. for his hermitage. lIe writes 
Father Legal on l\lay 20th from St. Boniface: 
"Dear Friend,-How I have hastened my rëturn. How 
tired and worried I am with this commerce! Twenty-four 
hours before leaving l\lontreal I received a telegraph from 
Archbishop Tache and the Superior-General asking me not to 
leave before I received their letters. Et puis, all the sarne I 
came away." 


He did not go directly to his Hermitage then how- 
ever. 
At St. Boniface he was asked to accompany the 
Superior-General who had come from France on a 
tour of the western missions, and .he complied with 
pleasure, for he was always finely susceptible to the 
company of persons dowered in heart and intellect. 
These he found united in the commanding person of 
Father Soullier, their Superior-General. 
While at Kamloops on June 21, Father Lacombe 
received word of the serious form Archbishop Tache's 
illness had taken, and of the operation performed 
in the hope of saving his life. . The follow- 
ing day he was informed of the Archbishop's death. 


It 
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IIis sense of loss and grief was acute, for ,vhile 
Archbishop Tache ,vas widel)T accounted a great man 
and a good one-to his colleagues ,vho kne,v him best 
the Archbishop ,vas their 'VeIl-Beloved, their little 
General. 
Tin1e has given him his rank as one of the noblest 
figures in Canadian history: a man commanding re- 
spect alike from the man of the world and the man 
of the sanctuary. 


"IIere I am so lonesome-en nllyè bien gros. 
"That an undertaking to have come here 1 But let 
us stop-this is not to recite to )TOU my Jeremiads, 
but to talk about that n1an ,vho ,vas drowned ,vitII 
his horses crossing the I(ootenay-a lay-brother here, 
}'rench-Canadian, fears it may be his brother who 
,vas coming from l\Iontana to select a farm in Al- 
berta. " 
It is our delightfully human old missionary who 
in .t\.ugust, lSD-t, ,vrites this plaint from Edmonton 
,vhere he has been called as pastor of St. Joachim's 
Church. Iris heart is not in the task or the place. 
""That a post for nl)T white hairs I" "I t is 
the hotel of the diocese," he says of his new residence 
-with a continual stream of callers, lay anp. clerical, 
going to and from St. Albert or the northern mis- 
sions. There are no Indians under his care, and his 
heart is crying out for the obdurate Blackfeet on 
the wide southern plains and his Hermitage in the 
foothills. 
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Edmonton, notwithstanding Father Lacombe's 
grumbling, was now a to,vn of some life anù aspira- 
tion. The extension of the rail,vay from Calgary 
had put new energy into the frontier settlement. 
By the construction of this line the old stage route 
was thrown into disuse and the park-country of the 
north opened to settlement. As in the IJast Father 
Lacombe's information had largely assisted 1 the 
engineers selecting the route for the road and on its 
completion Van IIorne sent a request to him for ap- 
propriate names for the ne"v villages springing up 
along the line. V'T etaski,vin, Ponoka, Otasl
awan 
"vere among the names he gave, while others like 
Lacombe, Leduc and IIobbema ,vere chosen by Sir 
"Tilliam, who as a connoisseur in men and art at one 
stroke placed on the map of the ,vest the names of 
two pioneers and an artist ,vhose "vorks he admired. 
Despite his grumbling Father Lacombe soon grew 
accustomed to modern Edmonton. By Christmas 
he had put down some roots in his new abode. He 
was having a good rectory built; a hospital to be 
maintained by the Grey :Nuns was under way, and 


1 ". . . The Company was indebted to him for very much useful 
information concerning the western prairies and the various mountain 
passes and his information was Inore exact and valuable than that of 
anybody else. He not only knew the country intimately but he had 
a wonderful faculty for describing it so that one could see it vividly. 
I remember well his description later on of the country between Cal- 
gary and Edmonton when the railway there was contemplated. This 
description left no exploratory work for the engineers to do-they knew 
just where the line should be laid."-Letter from Sir William Van Horne 
to the author, March 9, 1910. 
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he begins to be absorbed in new interests. There are 
no complaints or longings for the south. He has 
again made a place for himself in this Edmonton, 
which he knew before it was an Edmonton, but which 
with its strange faces he sorrowfully felt had small 
welcome for the old pioneer when he first returned. 
In Christmas week he writes to Father Legal that 
he is now living in his ne\v "palace." The Govern- 
ment has given him a telephone; the City has placed 
an electric light before his door. He surveys life 
with equanimity. Another of the Old Guard, he 
notes, has retired. After half a century of devoted 
work and subsistence on dried meat and fish and a 
meagre menu generally his old Superior of Lac Ste. 
Anne is enjoying the rest and physical comforts of 
St. Albert. Father Lacombe's nimble mind seizes on 
the facts and thus sums them up deliciously for 
Father Legal- 
"Père Remas is in absolute retirement at St. Al- 
bert's, like a rat in a cheese." 
To Father Lacombe staying "for penance" at Ed- 
lnonton "the great Question of the hour," as he now 
calls it, is to redeem the poorer class of l\Ietis before 
it is too late. To this end he initiates a new work 
in \vhich he will go and seek them in the high\vays 
and byways of the west. His voice must reach the 
dilapidated shacks on the outskirts of towns and vil- 
lages and call thence those becoming morally, phys- 
ically and financially, the lame, the halt and the 
weaklings of the west. 



1895 


FATHER LACOßfBE 


351 


Then, he plans to turn to the discouraged and un- 
skilled half-breeds on poor farms, "\vhere they are 
endeavouring to stifle the blood's call for the gun and 
tr
p in order that they may accustom their hands 
to the ploughshare and make a decent living for the 
always numerous progeny. 
From the one place and the other their old shep- 
herd, who had kno\vn and loved the 
Ietis in their 
Golden Age, would now gather them into some fer- 
tile corner of the west, remote from the influence 
of white men, their liquor and their scorn. Instruc- 
tion in farming and the elementary trades will be 
given his l\Ietis there, implements be provided for 
them: he will create a l\Ietis Utopia! 
This plan had been taking shape in his mind for 
some time, and during the past two years, he had 
repeatedly urged the Government at Ottawa to 
grant sufficient land for the purpose. The tre- 
mendous earnestness of the old missionary had its 
effect. Lord and Lady Aberdeen, who were no\v 
the vice-regal representatives in Canada and whose 
guest he was on each visit to the east, were early 
won to his belief in the plan. Sir l\Iackenzie 
Bowell listening one day to his ardent advocacy, ex- 
claimed: 
"Your plan is an act of Christianity for you: for 
us it would be an act of patriotism." 
N ow in 1895 Father Lacombe resolved to make a 
supreme effort to realize his scheme. He wrote to 
Bishop Grandin: 
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"We, the old missionaries must not forget what we have 
done for the l\Ietis and what they have done for us. For 
their fine attachment and devotion gives them a right to our 
affections still, notwithstanding the demoralization of a great 
number. Let me expend what physical force and energy re- 
Dlains to me in labouring for this undertaking with which God 
has inspired me, and in which I have faith. It seems to nle 
that Providence has preserved to me, at my advanced age, 
such measure of health as I have simply that I may under- 
take and carry through this .work which to others lnay ap- 
pear impossible and absurd." 


Bishop Grandin ,vas doubtful of the result, but 
he could not withhold his consent to that plea, quali- 
fying it, however, with a ,varning: 
"Go, and may God bless y
ur zeal, but remem- 
her if to-day is a Palm Sunda)r, there ,viII soon be 
a Good Friday." 
The warning fell on deaf ears: nothing could 
dampen Father Lacombe's ardour. 
In Februar)T, 1895, he ,vent east to St. Boniface 
for the consecration of Archbishop Langevin, the 
successor of Archbishop Tache, and from there to 
Ottawa. Here he received such encouragement in 
his plan that he felt justified in instructing two ca- 
pable brethren, Father Therien and Father 
Iorin, 
to go and look for a site for his colony in the vicinity 
of his old mission of St. Paul de Cris, north of the 
North Saskatchewan. 
A letter to the Hon. A. C. La Riviere, 
I. P., 
,vritten by Father Lacombe whilst journeying east, 
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indicates ho,v strong'ly he ,vas preoccupied with his 
plans to uplift the l\Ietis: 


"ON THE SHORES OF LAKE SUPERIOR 
"ON THE RAIL'VAY, 
"19th February, 1895. 


"Very dear old friend: 
"Seated in a royal palace car of the Pacific, meditating on 
the things of the past-of the Great Past, and drealning of- 
what the future may have in store for us I am assailed by a 
thousand thoughts which flutter through IllY head like a flight 
of birds. 
"I think of my benefactors so numerous and so generous, 
and I pray for them. I think especially of that li:ing of 
the Canadian Pacific, Van Ilorne, my brothcr by adoption, 
who has done so Hluch for our country and for our mis- 


. . 
SlonarlCS. 
"But above all the souvenirs, happy and sad, of Ie bon 
vieux te1nps, above all my pre-occupation ,vith the futurc, 
hovers one thought which little by little is absorbing IllY lnind 
entirely. N ow I wish to make of the realization of this idea 
-of this dream, as some may perhaps maliciously call it- 
the business of the remainder of my poor life as a Illission- 
ary. 
"The Latins said that they feared the Illan ,,-ho read but 
one book. Timeo hominem unius libri. .J/oi, I have but one 
plan, one supreme plan and that is to secure to one unhappy 
race a place of peace and of sweet prQsperity. " 


He refers then to letters enclosed, addressed to 
himself by some l\Ietis-"naÏve letters full of con- 
fidence," asking him to help them get a bit of land 
to farm. These he says, are but some of many let- 
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ters received from l\Ietis in l\Iontana and the Ca- 
nadian west; while a prominent westerner has just 
written asking him to look after other 1\Ietis who 
are in a very bad way. 
Father Lacombe concluded his letter by telling 
!Ir. La Riviere that there were at least 8,000 l\Ietis 
in the west, most of them poor, many of them de- - 
moralized. They ,vere undoubtedly in a bad way, 
but, their venerable advocate insisted that traders, 
missionaries, and the white race generally o\ved them 
a real debt for their diplomatic services with the In- 
dians in the opening days of the white man's era. 
They were kind and grandly hospitable then-,vould 
the Government not be hospitable to these poor un- 
fortunates no\v? 
It was in this way Father Lacombe approached 
anyone and everyone who could possibly influence the 
Canadian Government to grant his request. 
'Vhen he arrived in Otta\va he found the School 
Question in a fresh ferment. Archbishop Tache was 
dead, but the war he had planned ,vent on. At last 
the Government understood that the Catholics of all 
Canada ,vere supporting the ,vestern minority in 
their demand for a restoration of their schools, and 
realized the need of action. 
Father Lacombe wrote in l\Iarch to Father Legal: 


"How big and hot this school question becomes. 'Ve have 
reached a most critical moment. Truly it is little reassuring. 
Our adversaries, obstinate enemies armed with falsehood, cal- 
umny and ruse, are achieving the impossible to obscure the 



1895 


FATHER LACO
IßE 


355 


question and gain their cause-which is that of Satan. What 
is going to happen in the face of such opposition? Is the 
Government going to resign? Will they hold a session? Or 
wilJ they nlake an appeal to the electorate?" 


Again: 


"The School Question of l\Ianitoba will not be settled for 
a good length of time. It is true that an Order-in-Council 
is going to be adopted, sent to the legislature of }\;lanitoba 
and doubtless will be respected there. 
"But when win this Remedial Ordinance be proclaimed 
law, if the parlianlent is dissolved and an appeal is made to 
the public? I have talked so much to-day that I am tired to 
death. " 


The Remedial Order was passed by the Council 
on l\Iarch 21st, but to become effective it had still 
to make its way through Parliament. 
Father Lacombe returned west in April, but the 
summer found him again in Ottawa together with 
the l\Iayor of Edmonton delegated to secure a bridge 
across the Saskatchewan at Edmonton. The rail- 
way terminated in the meado,vs across the river and 
as the directors would not incur the expense of a 
bridge to go into Edmonton, and the village grown 
up from the old trading-post would not move over 
the river to the railway, matters between the two 
stood at an inLpalu
e. An uncertain ferry solved the 
problem fairly at some seasons, but these circum- 
stances naturally hampered the growth of Edmon- 
ton: ,vhile its towns-folk maintained a rebellious at- 


It 
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titude to,vard the Goverluuent and rail,vay cOIl1pany. 
'T arious demands sent by thenl to Otta,va for re- 
lief ,vere disregarded, for Ednlonton's l}ioneers, a 
splendid group of Old-Timers, ,vere more versed in 
Indian-trading and horse-racing than in diplomacy. 
Notably in 18gB they had defied a departmental or- 
der to move the Government Land Office across the 
river and after an exciting comic-opera insurrection 
,vith a IIome-Guard, guns and l\Iounted Police in 
evidence-they brought the Otta,va GoverIllilent to 
terms. All of ,vhich ,vas soothing to local pride, but 
disastrous to the hope of Governnlent grants. 
N o,v in 1895 the To,vn Fathers conceived the idea 
that their one hope la)T in this irresistible old mis- 
sionary-diplolllat, ,vho had a fe,v years before secureù 
a grant fron1 the Government for a bridge at Cal- 
gary. Father Lacombe acquiesced readily, and with 
the l\Iayor endeavoured not only to get the bridge, 
but also to have the Calgary 
lnù Edmonton line 
continued across the river. I 
In the discharge of his mission Father Lacombe 
interviewed the ne,v Premier, Sir l\Iackenzie Bo,vell, 
Foster, Daly, Ouin1et, Sir Charles Tupper, Sir 'Vil- 
liam 'Tan Horne, and "Tillialn "Thyte; and in re- 
lation to the Calgary and Edmonton he approached 
the leading stockholders in Toronto and 'Vinnipeg. 
He was readily granted the bridge. However, one 
member of the Government ,vho had no personal 
cause for dislike of the Edmontonians of that day 
but ,vho had an unqualified distaste for their methods 
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of doing parliamentary business, confided to J.1--'ather 
Lacombe that they ,vere uncouth and buffoons. 
The old priest kept the ministerial comment to 
himself then, though it is likely that Edmonton with 
its generous quota of western independence would 
have cared little if it had heard the remark. The 
bridge ,vas soon built, and up to 1912 this monument 
to Father Lacombe's diplomacy has had the distinc- 
tion of serving Edmonton's needs alone. 
During this yisit east Father Lacolnbe also secured 
a Government grant of four townshi!)s of land for 
the l\letis colony, and he returned home shortly after 
,vith an enthusiasm and light-heartedness that 
laughed at his sixty-eight years. 
But his ,york for the l\Ietis colony had only be- 
gun: he had still to secure funds for its operation. 
By letters and personal visits on every trip he made 
to the east for years thereafter the old missionary 
,vas obliged to beg for money to help his l\Ietis with 
their buildings and purchase of farm implements. 
The ,york was all the more difficult that people 
generally believed the plan destined to fail. 
l\Iany of his brethren laughed at the plan. To 
them it ,vas hopeless to make the half-breed leave 
the squalid splendor of the city's fringe for the 
prosaic ,york on open fields at St. Paul de l\Ietis. 
Some papers, opposition organs, naturally attaclred 
the project as a misappropriation of Government 
lands and assistance and occasionally referred bit- 
terlv to Father Lacombe. 
.. 
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It ,vould be useless to say that he did not feel all 
this acutely-particularly the laughter of those of 
his friends ,vho did not believe in the schelne, though 
they vo,ved they loved the old missionary for his 
great heart and mistaken zeal. lIe felt the hurt, but 
he was not in any ,yay deterred. lIe believed 
. . . that was sufficient. 
His next step was to issue a circular letter printed 
in French, English and Cree calling the poorer 
Ietis 
to take shelter in his new colony. His letter in its 
solicitude for the welfare of the half-breeds reveals 
with what poignancy the old priest's mind dwelt on 
what might be called the tragedy of civilizing the In- 
dian: the gradual degradation of this child-race- 
brought out of paganism by Christianity as taught 
-on coming into contact ,vith Christianity as prac- 
tised by the majority. 



XIII 


THE journey to Eastern Canada from "\vhich l?ather 
Lacombe returned in August ,vas the second he had 
made within six months, yet once more at home his 
feet are "burning" to take him away again. 
Each month finds him in a different quarter of 
Alberta, and at the N ew Year, 1896, he is in Ottawa 
again a minister plenipotentiary from the western 
Bishops to act in the school question. The moment 
was opportune, for general elections "\vere approach- 
ing-and governments are proverbially impression- 
able before general elections. 
He ,vrites on January 9th: 


"Very dear Father: 
"'Vhere are we now? To what point are we drifting? 
If you could look in on the trouble, the anxiety, and all that 
is passing at this moment in the city of Ottawa you would 
be astonished. The Conservative Government is falling to 
pieces. The question of the l\lanitoba Schools is....more and 
more uncertain. Each day brings new fears. 
"The newspapers have already told you of the embarrass- 
ment which exists. The Bowell Government is greatly weak- 
ened by the defection of several ministers and by the 
unfavourable results of bye-elections. 
"Sir l\1ackenzie Bowell, my friend, whom I regard as sin- 
cere and who is going to fall in defending us, is no longer 
359 
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supported. Things are going badly. Laurier-what will 
he do .when he arrives in power? For this is very probable, 
unless a re-organization takes place "with the fonnation of a 
ne,v cabinet by Tupper as leader and premier. 
"For my part, 1 have no confidence in this arrangenlent. 
Since the Conservatiye party has come to this point and as 
our Catholic people sho,v themselves so indifferent and so in- 
capable-C"est egal-it is as ,veIl that the Liberals should 
COIne at once to take their place. 
"Ho,v tired I am with all this bustle! All the saIne, not- 
withstanding my occupations and pre-occupations I do not 
forget you. I have seen about the schools. 
"This is very regrettable, but what would you haye me do? 
The state of politics here does us an injury. .:\ly plans are 
all upset. This throws us back a year at least. 
The day before yesterday I dined with Sir 
Iackenzie Bowell. 
Truly he is greatly disgusted with the state of affairs. I 
think that he will perhaps resign to-day. 
"Attention. La, the trouble will COInmence again 
-I tell you-greater than ever. I sigh for my IIennitage. 
Is it possible that those who pretend to be my friends plan 
only to separate me froln it!" 


A letter he "
rote about this time to "Tilfrid 
Laurier, the l
"rench-Canadian leader of the Opposi- 
tion brought a liyely squall about his sturdy self; but 
he ,vas equal to meeting it. This letter ,vhich had 
been sent as a IJrivate communication to Laurier had 
been-possibly' in the exigencies of politics-IJub- 
lished in full and ,vith unkind comment bv La Pre sse t 

 . 
an active organ of the Liberal party in Quebec at 
that time. 
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The letter to Laurier reads: 


"J\IONTREAL, January 
O, 1896 
"H on. Wilfrid Laurier, M.P., Ottawa: 
"l\ly DEAR SIR: At this critical moment for the School 
Question of l'Ianitoba, permit an old missionary, to-day the 
representative of the Bishops of our country in this cause 
which absorbs the thoughts of everyone-pennit me, I ask, to 
make an appeal to your faith, to your patriotism and to your 
, 
sense of justice to beg you to comply with our request. It 
is in the name of our Bishops, of the Hierarchy and of Ca- 
nadian Catholics that we demand of your party, of which you 
are the worthy leader, to aid us in settling this famous ques- 
tion, and to do this by voting with us for the Remedial Bill 
along ".ith the Government. 
"We do not ask you to vote for the Government, but for 
the Bill which will restore our rights, in the form in which 
it will be presented in a few days in the House. I consider, 
or rather we all consider, that this act of courage, of good- 
,vill and of sincerity on your part and of those who follow 
your policy, will be greatly in the interests of your party, 
especiall y at the time of the general elections. 
"I must add that we could not accept your proposition of 
a Commission for any consideration, and "Te shall do every- 
thing to oppose it. If, though may Heaven prevent this, you 
do not feel it your duty to meet our just demand and that 
the Government which desires to give us the promised legisla- 
tion should be beaten and overturned, the while it stands true 
to the end of the fight, I must inform you with regret that 
the whole episcopate-as one man-united with the clergy 
will rise to support those who have fallen in defending us. 
"I trust you may pardon my frankness, which makes me 
speak in this way. 
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"Although I am not an intimate friend of yours, I may 
say that we have alwaJs been on good terms. I have ahvays 
regarded you as a gentlclnan, an honourable citizen and a 
clever man, qualified to be at the head of a political party. 1 
trust that Providence Inay sustain your courage and your 
energy for the good of our country. 
"I reInain respectfull)" and very sincerely, 
"Honourable Sir, 
"Your devoted and humble servant, 
"..A. I-,A(,O
lBE, o. 1\1. I. 
"P. S. SOlne members of Jour party reproach me for 
holding aloof from you and ignoring you. You have too 
much judgment not to understand nlY position. Having no 
political party myself I address myself to those who have been 
placed Ly the people at the head of affairs. If one day the 
voice of the nation calls you to the direction of public affairs, 
I shall be loyal to you and have confidence in you-as I am 
to-day to those ,,"ho are opposing you. 
"If you desir"e to see me and to have any further explana- 
tions I shall be at your service whenever it pleases you at the 
University of Ottawa or at your private 
ffice, provided that 
you inform me of the hour selected by you. 
"1 shall be at Ottawa on the 
3rd to remain there for sev- 
eral days. 


"A. L., O. 1\1. I." 


A despatch sent out from Ottawa to several Op- 
position journals on February 21, claimed that the 
significance of Father Lacombe's letter to Laurier 
,vas that "this old, respected and confiding and de- 
ceived missionary has been used as an in- 
termediary bet,veen the Dominion Government and 
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the Quebec hierarchy." The letter, it states, 
is a bold attempt on the part of the clerical forces 
to intimidate and coercë the leader of the Liberal 
party, ,vhom they "threaten to destroy if he does not 
come to the support of the !Josition taken by certain 
bishops who have mismanaged and bedevilled this 
subject from the start." 
This despatch, designed like scores of others of 
this period to make political capital out of events, 
pu.rports to be well-disposed to Father Laconlbe. It 
is less flattering than direct attacks however in mak- 
ing the old "confiding and deceived missionary" out 
to be a simpleton and a tool. The writer ignores, 
or is ignorant of the fact, that the management of 
the School campaign from the start lay in the .hands 
of the stateman-Archbishop of St. Boniface and his 
lieutenant and counsellor, Fat.her Lacombe. And 
,vhile an outcast, foot-sore' and shiftless, could readily 
impose on the heart of the latter-no politician, lay 
or clerical, could ever deceive his lllind. 
Le J ournal
 an active organ of the Government 
party no,v as in duty bound in the political campaign 
published an editorial rebuking La Presse and those 
who inspired its comment, and proceeded to interpret 
Father Lacombe's letter in another way than the un- 
pleasant one of La Presse. "-Thereupon Father La- 
combe publicly ,,"oiced his thanks to the editor of the 
Journal, and this ,vent to swell the tide of journalistic 
literature rising about the School Question and 
everyone engaged in the contest: 


. 
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"I thank you for the interest which you take in me. It is 
well; you explain the letter as it should be explained. 
Thank you. I shall see you soon and I shall then give you 
certain information that will make those who have made an 
ill-use of this Jetter blush. 
"Truly I regret that La Presse has forgotten itself in such 
a manner. It hanns itself more than me. People wil] rec- 
ognize that its zeal is a sham and this ".ill only have the ef- 
fect of damaging its arguments against 'the letter.' 
"Since my friend, l\lr. Laurier, is not more scrupulous than 
this, to take advantage of intimate communications sent him 
in the interests of the country's peace, to violate my confidence 
and exploit my views for his own benefit, by means of j oumals 
which live upon sensations: that is his affair. 
"Those ,vho cry out against an old missionary, who has 
every right and a definite commission to aid in the solution of 
this burning question of the schools, let them reflect a little 
and give me credit for my good intentions toward the Liberal 
chief to whom I only wish to do good. 
"If La Presse had been a witness of my intimate intervie,vs 
recently ".ith a man whom I consider as a noble citizen and 
worthy of being the head of a party, this sheet ,vould have 
expressed its zeal in another manner-How can people 
know how to write so well, yet to act in such a disgraceful 
manner! 
"For your part, continue to defend our cause with courage. 
Say to those who read your articles and who will carry the 
".ord on to all my compatriots-that we will go right to 
the end. "T e have decided to assist those who to-day have the 
power in their hands in order that justice may be done to us. 
Those who wish to make political capital out of this question, 
I disown them. A solemn moment has arrived. 
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"To-day after five years of suffering on the part of an 
oppressed minority, which I am commissioned to defend, I 
make an appeal to all friends of Justice no matter to what 
party they belong, and I beg them in the name of patriotism 
and honour to fall into line on our side. Is it not simply 
this that I have done with :\lr. Laurier and his supporters? 
"'Vhy then does La Presse in its zeal implJ to me such 
false motives? 
"It is not now the time to reply to that journal when it 
questions my standing with the Hierarchy. For the present 
let us only try to settle this question of the l\Ianitoba Schools, 
and to this end let all intelligent minds lend their co-opera- 
tion in what is an act of justice and patriotism. 
"When this question is to be decided then may the nation 
recollect itself and prepare loyally and honourably to unite 
upon the field of combat, ",here once again people will give 
freely and conscientiously their votes for the party which 
should govern the country. 
"As an old missionary accustomed to live among the sa v- 
age tribes or ministering as a priest to the ne"w settlers I am 
far from any desire to claim the skill of politicians. To my 
grea t regret, circumstances have thrown me into this at- 
mosphere so foreign to my habits. Only obedience and duty 
can sustain me in the midst of these contradictions which I 
am encountering. " 


The attacks made by various papers upon Father 
Lacombe finally roused the iJlontreal JVit'1less
 a 
paper of much editorial ,veight in the nineties and one 
neither Conservative nor Catholic, to enter the lists 
and there break a lance for the old missionary- 
whose figure despite its inherent sturdiness presented 
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a pathetic aspect as this storm of abuse broke around 
him in public and private. 
l\Ian)T of the 
iberal party, ,vho ,vere raising the 
storm, probably did honestly believe that Father La- 
c0111be or the Hierarchy behind him, ,vas using the 
School Question as an instrUl11ent to aid the Con- 
servative party in the approaching elections. In 
this, ho,vever, they did him an injustice. Iris one 
political dognla through life has beel} to uphold the 
party ÏII po,ver, to assist it in its administration- 
just so long as it} his belief it was acting justly and 
in the interests of the people-as he sa,v the interests 
of the l)eople. There ,vas un officiaJ opposition to 
hackle and criticise the adn1Ïnistration: his duty as 
a non-partisan ,vas to uphold it. 
"Then it ,vas no longer able to serve the peo- 
ple or fit to govern it-then Red or Blue; Grit or 
Tory-he ,vanted to see its departure from office 
hastened and the lle,v brooll1s set in 1110tion. 
and he ,vould cry right heartily-"Le Roi est 1nort: 
vive Ie Roir
 
Nor ,vas this mere opportunisl11 in the old mission- 
ary. It ,vas something nearer a high ideal of pa- 
triotism. 
In 1896 he desired ,vith all the ardour of his 
vigorous nature that the Conservatives should be re- 
turned to po,ver, but simply because of their exist- 
ing pledges to grant remedial legislation with regard 
to the School Question. 
1.'he tribute of the lJIontreal Witness of Febru- 
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ary 26th, 1896, first narrates the various services 
"rhich Father Lacombe had rendered the country as 
an effective police-chaplain during the construction 
of the first Canadian transcontinental road, and the 
esteem in \vhich he was held by prominent and dis- 
cerning men in Eastern Canada. It continues: 


"Father Lacombe has done able and effectual missionary 
work amongst the ,Indians, whose fruit is seen in the good 
order which prevails anlongst them, and the degree of civiliza- 
tion to which large nUlnbers of theln have attained. A part 
froln this aspcct of his work, to which he has devoted himself 
with much zeal, h
 has never been indifferent to the political 
outlook. He has always 'watched the trend of public affairs 
with J}1uch interest, and it is undoubted that he has more than 
once influenced legislation in directions which subserved the 
interests of his Church as a whole. lIe has always wielded 
power at Ottawa. Ilaving laboured successfully to in1prove 
Indians and keep thenl quiet, it has probably been felt that 
the Government owed him some return. At all events he has 
always had the ear of those in power, nor have any of his 
req nests been denied. 
"He is an able, far-seeing man, of keen intellect, and he 
pursues his object, whatever it lnay be, with tireless but un- 
obtrusive persistency. 
"The Good Father has a store of reminiscences, which, if 
printed, would make thrilling reading. . He has spent forty 
years an10ng the Indians, turning his back upon civilization, 
and seen life in the wild in curious places. \Vhen he comes 
back to the asphalt and the corner policeman and finds himself 
at the table. of a friend, the genial missionary makes demands 
upon the melTIOry and tells story after story of pioneer life, 
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of Indian cunning and stoicism, and diplomacy triumphing 
over force of humor and pathos which is found in 
all relations and associations of life. Ordinarily he is reticent 
and must be well assured that he can trust to honour before he 
relaxes, but if the demand be made upon him in a happy mo- 
ment the old missionary becomes a vivid dramatist, who en- 
chants the hearers with the varied incidents of a fruitful ex- 
perience." 


On 
Iarch 14th, Father Lacombe writes from 
Montreal to Father Legal: 


"1 have just arrived, very tired, from Ottawa, where I have 
a trying combat to sustain. \Vho ,,,ould credit it? Here 
am I, hurled into politics, exposed to many attacks of lies 
and falsifying. Our Question of the schools is far 
from being decided. Our adversaries are making an infernal 
opposition, especially the Liberals of Quebec who are hypo- 
critically representing themselves as more Catholic than we 
are. It is unbelievable ,,,hat people will attempt to get to 
power." 


This letter, like others of 1896, \vritten to one of a 
small group of very intimate friends, is significant 
of Father Lacombe's real attitude on politics. It 
was a rather unusual outlook for one \vho had come 
so much in contact with politicians. For \vhile he was 
somewhat of a politician, he was nothing of a par- 
tisan, but frankly the representative of the Indians, 
the Metis and the Catholics of Western Canada. 
He regarded the Government solely as the public 
servant of the country rather than the opponents of 
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the "glorious Reform Party that had give11 Ca11ada 
Constitutional Governme11t," or the upholders of the 
equally "glorious Conservative Party that with a pro- 
tective Tariff had made Canada." 
Notwithstanding his attitude he fOU11d himself 
literally embroiled il1 the last heated struggles of a 
Governme11t which was now-Ï11 a desperate hope to 
save itself-willing to grant in their Remedial Bill 
,vhat the Catholics of Canada had demanded for five 
years unavailingly. Several of the political leaders 
had all the time professed their belief in the justice of 
the minority's claims, although they did nothing to 
secure them. "Governments," as Sir John 
l\Iacdonald 011ce remarked, "would always prefer to 
do right if by doing so they could retain their seats 
011 the right side of the Treasury." 
'l"he proposed Remedial Bill ,vas the direct if be- 
lated result of the campaign instituted by the late 
Archbishop. The Catholics of Canada had formed 
themselves into a defensive fighting phalanx, the at- 
tack Up011 their schools having effected this, as it al- 
,vays has elsewhere and is quite certain to do at any 
time. 
They had effectual argument in living thousands 
of Ca11adians educated in Separate Schools and who 
were as broad-minded and as loyal citizens as any of 
their countrymen and equally well-equipped to fill 
their positions in life. 
The party ,vas enthusiastically led in this instance 
by their bishops. Most of these prelates conformed 
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ordinarily to the understanding that a clergyman 
should not in his public capacity use his clerical pres- 
tige to sway man to his private opinioll on political 
matters, however wise or legitimate his opinion as all 
individual might be. In this instance, ho,vever, 
where the conscience and religious life of 
 ,vhole peo- 
ple were affected, they took sides squarely on the 
question. They acted with as avowed a purpose as 
ill more recent .years the non-Conformist clergymen 
of Great Britain have come out ill chapels and even 
upon the hustings to combat the Education .....
ct of 
the Unionist party. 
The Canadian prelates sent pastoral letters to the 
parishes under their jurisdiction, calling on their peo- 
ple to support the Government ,vhich had l)romised 
remedial legislation. 
But the courage to apply even this remedy had 
beell achieved too late by the Conservatives. The 
people of Quebec had lost faith h1 the sincerity of the 
Governmellt's intentions. Several very ,vise heads 
in the clerical party believed the Remedial Bill ,vas, 
as one said, only a U trOlltpe d' oeil." 
l\Ioreover, long before this Bill came in on the 
eve of an appeal to the country, the opposition, led 
by Wilfrid Laurier, the brilliant young French- 
Canadian leader, had imbued the laity of Quebec and 
many of the clergy ,vith the belief that the Liberals 
would make a more satisfactory restoration of the 
Catholic Schools to the Western minority. 
The choice then lay between the opposition's prom- 
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ises and the stop-gap policy of a dying Government 
-between Laurier and Tupper. 
Quebec en masse called for Laurier, and a "solid 
Quebec" sways the balance of po,ver this way or that. 
The end came on June 23, 1896. The Government 
,vent dO'VI1 il1 a most crushing defeat: Quebec, once 
roused, had done its work thoroughly. l\Iinisters of 
the Crown saw themselves defeated there by mere 
striplings of politicians. Even the Liberals were 
astonished at the extent of their victory and the Con- 
servatives had no ,vords to describe it. 
It was this School Question ,vhich had overthrown 
the Conservative Government after a reign of eight- 
een years, that brought the Liberal party back into 
power with its opportunity to be "more Catholic than 
the Bishops." In opposition it had shown the aspir- 
ing politicians' fatal facility for making promises. 
I 
Once il1 po,ver, ho,veyer, ,vith an equal facility for 
post-campaign inertia common to all governments, it 
gave only an unsatisfactory settlement, and left the 
Catholics more or less unpropitiated until! 1904. 


1 Then in the Autonomy Act, it again constitutionally pledged Can- 
ada to uphold the minority's educational rights in the new provinces of 
Alberta and Saskatchewan. This somewhat cleared the political atmos- 
phere on the famous school question. 



XIV 


SHORTLY before Father Lacombe's departure froln 
Ottawa a pleasant note from Lord Aberdeen invited 
him again to luncheon at Rideau Iral!. This, ,vith 
similar occasions that ,vinter at the homes of other 
friends, marked for Father Lacombe the oasis in his 
journey through '\vhat he calls "an arid and burning 
,vilderness of unpleasing politics." 
In June he was "freed from this Edmonton." 
His old comrade Father Leduc was installed there 
"to the satisfaction of everyone and especially of 
me," Father Lacombe '\vrites to his friend in a bright 
letter from l\Iacleod as he stops oyer-night on his 
,vay to his Hermitage. He is travelling there "in 
a big rough farm-'\vaggon like any ordinary man! 
0, what it means to be a Hermit." But he assures 
t 1 
 other he has no regret for his "palace" at Edmon- 
ton or the fine horses and carriage he had there. 
'Vas ever a Hermit more abruptly or n10re per- 
sistently thrown back into the ,vorld from his re- 
treat? On August 4th he is again in l\Iac- 
leod, called to Calgary by the serious illness of Bishop 
Grandin. The Bishop lies in the Calgary hospital 
pending the doctor's decision as to the need of go- 
ing to l\Iontreal. If he must go, Father Lacombe 
must take him. Poor Hermit! "I was already 
37fl 
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seated in the solitude of my Hermitage and the 
programme of my repose was traced, when this un- 
lucky telegram came. Am I then condemned to be 
al\vays in motion?" he asks. 
Two weeks later he is in l\Iontreal with the bishop 
at the hospital. 
On l\Iay 13, 1897, his friend, Father 14egal, was 
appointed coadjutor to Bishop Grandin with right 
of succession. 
The announcement ,vas a source of genuine pleas- 
ure to Father Lacombe who had been expecting such 
an eventuality for years. He promptly sent the 
young bishop the mitre and breviary that had been 
given him as souvenirs of his dead friend Arch- 
bishop Tache, and in a letter of this date assures him 
he will continue to be "a faithful friend, a devoted 
missionary, to aid you in my humble position to carry 
the burden which they have placed on you." Thus 
simply this venerable counsellor of bishops slipped 
into his place as adviser and trusted friend of the new 
bishop. 
All summer and autumn he spent at his Hermit- 
age with occasional visits to Macleod and Calgary. 
From the latter place he writes on December 1st this 
pathetic little note: 
"Just a word to -rell you that it is very cold-and 
still colder. J\Iy kidney-trouble seems a little better, 
but to offset that I have a frenzied cold in my head 
which torments me cruelly-Look you, I am old. n 
He was then but two months away from his 



374 


FATHER LACO::\IBE 


1898 


seventy-second birthda)r, and like most of the Oblates 
,vho had so generously worn themselves out in the 
painful and exacting mission work of the ,vest, he 
had not escaped bodily ills. 
For close on to t,vent)T years he had suffered from 
disorders of his kidneys and bladder, and at times 
he was seriously and painfully ill because of these 
ailments. Yet he ,vas still obliged to do his share 
of parochial ,york. 'fhe influx of ne,v settlers into 
the ,vest calling for ne'v parishes, together ,vith the 
needs of the Indian missions and schools, made it 
almost impossible for the Bishop of St. Albert to 
release any man from his post. 
Added to his failing health is a rather constant 
care self-imposed by his ,york for the l\letis at his" 
colony. He had secured as resident superintendent 
Father Therien, a priest of admirable executive abil- 
ity and tact, but the latter had his hands well-filled 
,vith the administration of the colon)T and efforts to 
locate the unsettled and unlikely-to-settle l\Ietis: he 
could give little time to help secure a revenue. 
The burden of financing consequently fell upon 
Father Lacombe alone. 
His friends had been very generous to his appeals 
for funds, but there was necessarily a great deal of 
money required by a plan that comprised a chal)el, a 
residence, a boarding school, a flour and sa,v mill, 
implements, cattle and horses for the l\ietis and other 
assistance to them from time to time. 
The colony had now been formed three years and 
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in view of the aid already given the Government 
sent an official to make a full report upon the con- 
ditions of the colony, its finances, and administra- 
tions: likewise with regard to the proposed school for 
,vhich Father Lacombe was then seeking assistance. 
Lord Aberdeen commented in writing upon the Re- 
port when submitted to him: 


"It is with much pleasure that I signed this Report, and I 
take this opportunity of offering cordial good wishes for the 
success of the scheme which has been devised with so much 
warm-hearted earnestness and practical sagacity by my friend, 
Father Lacombe." 



Ir. Ruttan's report is very' favourable through- 
out. "I t is wonderful," he states in one place, "what 
has been done with so little money." 
Encouraged by Lord Aberdeen to seek further as- 
sistance in the east Father Lacombe left Calgary 
to,vard the end of 1898, and early in the following 
year he reports to his friend at St. Albert generous 
gifts from Lord Strathcona, James Ross and others. 
Apart from these he found little practical sympathy 
for the 
Ietis, and his entire general collections 
amounted to only $1,000. 
On this visit to Ottawa Father Lacombe had met 
Lady 
Iinto, the wife of the new Governor-General, 
and although he formed no deep friendship with this 
vice-regal pair as he had with his whole-hearted 
friends, the Aberdeens, their relations would seem to 
have been of a pleasant nature, for Lady Minto in 
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April conveys to him a portrait of Queen Victoria 
sent to Father Lacombe by the Queen with a letter 
from her daughter. 
This gracious remembrance was deeply pleasing to 
the loyal old missionary, who had frequently spoken 
to his Indians of the virtues and po,ver of the great 
Queen l\Iother across the seas. It brought him, too, 
the renewal of a charming acquaintance with the 
Abbe de Bie, then Abbot of Bornheim Abbey in Bel- 
gium, but in the early seventies secretary of l\Ion- 
signor Smeulders, the Papal Legate to Canada. 
This pleasant letter, written in French like almost 
all of Father Lacombe's correspondence, reads: 


"ABBAYE DE BORNHEI:\I, l\Iay 11, 1899. 
"Rev. Father and Friend: 
"Voila, my dear Reverend Father, what a fit of jealousy 
seizes me! 1 have just read in a Brussels daily: 'The Rev. 
Father Lacombe, the valiant missionary of the northwest, at 
present in l\Iontreal ,vorking in the interests of his beloved 
missions has received from Queen Victoria the portrait of 
Her J\Iaj esty sent by herself and accompanied by a letter 
written by the Princess Beatrice, in which she says: "The 
Queen is deep I)" interested in what has been told her about 
Father Lacombe and has agreed with pleasure to your sug- 
gestion to send him her portrait. " , 
" 'Tiens!' 1 said to myself, 'I am very glad that the Queen 
of England feels such an interest in Father Lacombe and 
sends him her portrait, but ho,v can she feel as much interest 
in him as you, who lived some time VtTith him in :àIontreal- 
you who have received from him so many marks of friend- 
ship and fraternal affection?' 
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"l\Iy project was quickly made-knowing you to be in 
l\lontreal, I hasten to write you a little letter accompanying 
it, too, with my portrait as Jour gracious Sovereign has done. 
'Vithout doubt this will be much less honour for you (and if 
all those who are interested in you should send you their por- 
traits you ,vould have enough to decorate all the palaces of 
the Saskatchewan), but at least I hope that it will not be dis- 
agreeable to hear a word again from Jour friend, the little 
secretary of the late l\Ionsignor Smeulders, the Apostolic 
Delegate to Canada. 


"D. AMEDEE DE BIE." 


The movement of the gold-seekers north from Ed- 
monton in 1898-or, as it is kno,vn in western his- 
tory, the year of the J{]ondyke rush-had not only 
brought Edmonton into the eyes of the continent and 
given it a first impulse to"rard becoming a great in- 
land city-but it had brought the whole north coun- 
try before the consideration of the Government. 
Since a find of minerals ,vas liable at any time to 
send a rush of other and more permanent settlers 
there, it became necessary for the Government to get 
some control of the Crees, Chipewyans and Beavers in 
the Athabasca and Peace River countries. It ,vas 
consequently decided to send a party of Commis- 
sioners in there to bring these tribes into treaty re- 
lations with the Government. 
The committee of the Privy Council appointed by 
His Excellency to consider this matter reported on 
May 3rd, 1899, that the Superintendent-9-eneral of 
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Indian Affairs had reason to believe there ,vould be 
trouble in negotiating the 1'reaty ,vith the Indians of 
Athabasca district and dealing ,vith the clainls of the 
half-breeds, as the Indians ,vere SUSI)icious of ,vhite 
men entering their country and the l\letis likely to 
be dissatisfied ,vith the D1easure of recognition giyen 
to their clain1s. 'rhe COlnmittee moreover "Tere 
handicapped by the meagre kno,vledge that the De- 
partment could furnish thenl concerning these In- 
dia.ns. 
These considerations led the Committee to the be- 
Ii e f : 


"That it would be desirable if the Conlmissioners could have 
the assistance and counsel of the 'T ery Reverend Father La- 
combe. Father Lacombe has been so long in the country as 
a missionary, knows the Indians and half-breeds so intimately 
and possesses their confidence in so marked a degree that he 
'would be able to render most yaluable and effective assistance 
to the Commissioners in their difficult mission." 


In vie,v of this Report the lIon. 1\Ir. Sifton, l\Iinis- 
ter of the Interior, called upon the old missionary 
and requested him to give his services to the Goyern- 
ment in this connection, to urge the Indians and half- 
breeds to make the 1'reaty l)eaceably. Although de- 
cidedly pleased at the cOlllplÎlnent cOllyeyed by the 
offer, Father Lacombe refused to go. 
"It is too much for me," he said to the l\Iinister, 
"I am too old to travel hundreds of miles in little 
boats, and I will only bother your people to take care 
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of ll1e if I fall sick. Try to find some body else." 
"No, ,ve ,vant you," l\Ir. Sifton persisted. "You 
,viII haye everything at )Tour disposal to make the trip 
cOll1f orta ble." 
The Prill1e l\Iinister also added his persuasions. 
uBicn/' Father Lacombe said finally, "Telegraph to 
Bishop Grandin. If he orders ll1e to go, I will go." 
"Then the proposed Treaty ,vas under discussion 
in the House of Comn10ns in June of this year the 
l\Iinister of the Interior said: 


"Along with this Commission we have asked the Reverend 
Father Lacombe to go, not as a member of the Commission, 
but in an advisorJ capacity. Everyone who has lived in the 
northwest for the last fifteen or twenty years, Protestant and 
Catholic, knows ,veIl that there is no man in the northwest 
looked upon by the Indians with the same reverence and af- 
fection as Father Lacombe." 1 


"Hear! Hear I" inter j ected :Nicholas Flood 
Dayin, the brilliant, genial member from Regina, 
calling out from his seat on the Opposition benches. 
On l\Iay 11, }"ather Lacombe ,vrote from l\Ion- 
treal to Bishop Legal-"I have decided to accept the 
offer of going on that Commission. Pray for your 
old missionary. It is finished. There is no more re- 
pose for me. l\Iay the good Saviour have pity on 
me I" Again he ,vrites, "This is doubtless the last 
service I ,yill render our Congregation and my coun- 
try-As God ,vilIs I" 


1 Debates, H. of C., 1899, Vol. 1, p. 5694. 
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The party left Edmonton on l\Iay 29th, driving 
in heavy stage-waggons and escorted by eleven 

Iounted Police, among ,vhom ,vas Fitzgerald of 
heroic memory. At Athabasca Landing, then a tiny 
hamlet dotting the ,vater-front, the party crossed the 
border-land into the ,vilderness. From here to the 
settlement on Lesser Slave Lake they trayelled in 
open scows, tenting by night. 
Father Lacombe and the physician of the party 
shared one tent, the younger man al,vays finely solic- 
itous for the comfort and health of his venerable com- 
panion. As the journey lengthened, ho,vever, 
Father Lacombe to his extren1e delight found that 
his health ,vas improving: he felt himself rene,ving 
the days of his prime, and again proclaimed the ".oods 
an anodyne. 
He had brought a light portable chapel with him, 
,vhich ,vas easily converted into an altar, and some 
mornings he celebrated l\Iass in his tent with C.om- 
missioner l\IcI\:enna as his acolyte and the half-breed 
trackers as a congregation. 
From Bishop Grouard of Fort Chipewyan, ,vho 
was returning from Europe and had joined the party 
at the Landing, Ex-Governor Laird, President of 
the Commission, learned that June 18th would be the 
fiftieth anniversary of Father Lacombe's priesthood. 
The entire party, like a group of boys before Christ- 
mas, thereupon planned a celebration to surprise their 
old travelling companion. They succeeded: 
"It was on the eve of my feast that they did cele- 
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brate it," he recalls. "That dear old man, the Gov- 
ernor, he ,vas at the bottom of it, I know. 
vVell, that night at a fine open place \vhere the Saul- 
teau river meets the Little Slave-a fine place \vith 
the green forests on each side-the Governor called 
out the word to camp. It was early; I \vas surpriséd 
that we. camp so early, for \ve were in a l-lurry to 
meet the Indians as we promise. 
"'Vhile the rest-they pitched camp, I walked off 
\vith n1Y breviary. "Then I came back 1 see every- 
thing in fine order-and a flag-pole up with a flag 
flying. But I did not guess anything then. 
"1 was sitting in n1Y tent in a little while, look- 
ing out on the riyer-Oh, that was fine-pætique 
-to look on! And suddenly the Governor 
he carne to my tent and ask to come in. " 
The whole party came behind 1\11". Laird with an 
address and a poem inscribed on birch bark, and 
after the speeches a banquet ,vas spread on the 
grass. 
"N ext morning the bishop and 1 said l\Iass, that 
good old bishop serving mine. The door of the tent 
was wide open, and many knelt on the grass out- 
side. After 
Iass we pitched our tents and started 
for the Lake. Ah, that ,vas a pleasant day 
-fifty years from the day the old Bishop Bourget 
ordained me for the missions of the west." 
Reaching Lesser Slave Lake settlement 1 on June 


1 Now named Grouard in honour of one of the most delightful of 
ecclesiastics, the venerable Bishop of A thabasca. 
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19th, they. found the Indians a\vaiting them in hun- 
dreds of tepees on the fine open meado\v-Iands. 
r.rhese Indians, among the most advanced in the 
north, entered into the Treaty \villingly enough after 
much parleying by the Chiefs l\loostoos and I(enoos- 
hay-oo \,'"ith l\Ir. Laird and Father Lacombe. The 
concluding speech \vas lllade by the old missionary 
\vho, not\vithstanding his little contact \vith the 
K orthern Crees, ,vas kno\vn to seyeral of these In- 
dians personally and to all of thein by fame. O.n 
the follo,ving day the documents ,vere signed and the 
annuity-payments began. 
The l\Ietis had to be dealt ,vith next and this 
proved a more difficult task. Their chief speaker 
declared that he and his people did not ,vant the 
Government's money in exchange for their land: they 
wanted to bè left undisturbed in their o\vn country. 
This ,vith nluch more in a disaffected strain ,vas only 
a preliminar)T to their objection to non-negotiable 
script being paid then1 as the Government pro- 
posed. 
The intention this year ,vas to make half-breed 
scrip non-transferable, to save the unwary half- 
breed frOin speculators. This ,vas a condition that 
Father Lacombe together ,vith other friends of the 
l\Ietis had been particularly anxious should be at- 
tached, and he no\v made an ardent and impressive 
speech to the half-breeds urging them to safeguard 
their own and their children's interests by accepting 
it. He recalled with indignation the way in which 
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the half-breeds of the plains had been parted from 
their scrip lands b
T greedy and often unscrupulous 
speculators. 
Ilere again the half-breeds claIlloured for the right 
to do as they pleased ,vith their scrip-to sell it or 
not as they chose. They insisted upon this point be- 
ing ceded; their alternative ,vas a refusal to enter 
into any negotiations ,vith the Goyernment. The 
Illotley gathering of ,,"hite traders and scrip-hunters 
,vho had canlpeù on their trail ""ere perhaps not with- 
out influence upon the half-breed leaders in ruain- 
tailling' this attitude. 
rrhat nig'ht a Council ,vas held by the officials of 
the 1'reaty party and }--'ather l
aconlbe, ,vhen it ,vas 
regretfully decided that the scrip should be dis- 
tributed in the old ,yay ,vith no conditions attached. 
It \vas essential that there should be no failure to 
negotiate \vith this insurgent group of 
letis or they 
\vould gro\v disaffected and rouse other Indians 
against the Treaty. 
In the House of COlnmons in 1900 fault being 
found ,vith the Government for this action, Sir \ \Til- 
frid .Laurier inforrned the Ilouse that \vhen C0I11- 
missioner Laird and Father Lacombe found the half- 
breeds \vould not take the ne\v non-negotiable scrip 
they had been obliged to issue the old forrn. '
There 
is no man," he added, "who has taken a stronger 
yie,v than Father Lacombe against the excesses re- 
sulting from issuing scrip or who sa\v less benefit in 
its results to the half-breed. But in view of the de- 
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termined attitude of the half-breeds ." no 
other course ,vas open to them. 
With the treaty-making past the party pushed on 
to the north. Some days later Father Lacombe 
wrote to his friend from the banks of the Peace say- 
ing he had wanted to tell him about their journey 
on the ninety miles of Peace River Trail, but con- 
cluded he had no ,vords to describe it. The road 
was obstructed by stumps, by swamps, by creeks 
s\vollen ,vith the rains-and "all this in the middle of 
a forest so black and high that ,ve scarcely knew there 
,vas a sun. The rain went ,vith us during the first 
five days. Clouds of mosquitoes and flies follo,ved us, 
fighting for more blood. '. " 
These last ,yere ,vhat he called the little amiabil- 
ities of the journe)T. But he rather enjoyed the ex- 
perience on the ,vhole, for- 


"An these difficulties of the voyage bring me back to my 
old days-the superb airs, this battle with the elements, makes 
me forget that I carry 'with Ine seventy-two years, and per- 
suade me that I arn not made for the luxuries of fine civiliza- 
tion." 


On the sixth day the part)T emerged from the for- 
est-trail to the superb open landscape of Peace River 
Crossing, and in its tranquil beauty forgot their 
trials. Here again, and later at old Fort Dunve- 
gan the scenes of Lesser Slave Lake ,vere repeated. 
At the Crossing as at the Lake Father Lacombe 
saw a prosperous mission-a farm, a church and a 
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large school where thirty years before he had seen 
only a beautiful ,vilderness. In a letter written to 
Bishop Legal he assures him-that while the latter 
is probably supplicating Heaven for the voyageur
 
he may be easy in his n1ind about the old man, as 
he would not exchange his journey for all the feasts 
of the greatest gros bonnets he knows. His proper 
sphere is still, he claims, at the end of his days to 
be with the Indians and half-breeds. "It is 
so my destiny is ,vritten." · 
- FrOIn the Crossing to Fort Vermilion they con- 
tinued their journey in open scows, drifting easily 
do\vn stream by day and night. It was pleasant 
travelling, but at night Father Lacombe lay awake 
"to watch the mountains, the trees, the river. To 
me they were like phantoms." 
FraIn }'ort Vel'milion the party floated pleasantly 
do\vn in open scows between banks that had 
witnessed hot scenes of rivalry in the old days of 
opposing fur-companies. After several days the 
entrance to Lake Athabasca was reached. The 
boatmen planned to camp here for the night, as the 
wind was very high; but across the neck of the lake 
the travellers could see the ,vhite sides of Fort Chipe- 
,yyan gleaming like gypsum \\Talls in the moonlight, 
and on the shore a hugh bonfire had been lit to greet 
theIne 
It beckoned warmly, and ComInissioners and half- 
breeds alike said-""T e will go 1" 
A small fire was lit in the prow of the lead- 
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ing scow, and all ,vere pulled out from the still silver 
current of the Quatres-Fourches, leaping ahead to 
hospitable old C.hipe\vyan. 
"It was witching that night, \vhen ,ve reached the 
mission at eleven o'clock," Father Lacombe \vrote 
to his friend. 
As the boats beached at the mission landing- 
place the entire population of the mission-colony ,vas 
grouped about a large bonfire on the shore, ,vhile the 
banks behind overflowed \,Tith hundreds of the 
Christian Indians of the Chipe,vyan tribe. They had 
assembled for the Treaty, but for the moment were 
intent only on \velcoming home Bishop Grouard, the 
gentle prelate \vho had gro,vn \vhite in their seryice. 



xv 


FATHER LACO:\IBE found Chipe,vyan rich in asso- 
ciations of l\Iackenzie and Simpson and Franklin and 'I 
many another of the north's great explorers and 
traders. This Fort had been rnade the Athabasca 
headquarters in the days of ,varfare and loot arnong 
the rival fur-colnpanies, and was consequently over 
a century old. 
The l\Iaster of the Post extended to the travellers 
the traditional ,velcome of the Gentlernen Adven- 
turers. There was an atmosphere of the Past cling- 
ing to the place: clerks n10ved leisurely about their 
duties; train-dogs swarrned within the quadrangle; 
the bell for rations s,vung near the nlain gate. But 
the bastions, the guns and sentinel tower were gone; 
the great gates no longer clanged shut at night- 
and no sentry kept watch from the tower or paced 
a gallery within the palisade. 
'Vhen free frorn his duties with the treaty party 
Father Lacombe spent his time at the l\Iission, 
eagerly absorbing tales of his brethren-Grouard 
and Faraud. The mission had been established by 
Tache in 1848 and the field had proved as full of 
privations as of interest. But since the days of 
387 
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Alexander lVlackenzie the very austerity of the rocky 
place seemed to have endeared it to men who were 
strong-hearted enough to live there. 
The treaty party now proceeded up the Athabasca 
to Fort l\Icl\Iurray by the Company's steamer Gra- 
harne, ,vhich was crowded with returning gold-seek- 
ers. All along their route the Con1missioners had 
met small parties of these disconsolate mortals home- 
ward bOllnd: they heard of others who had set out 
over "the Trail of Death"-the overland route from 
Edmonton through the Swan Hills-and who ,vould 
never return. 
Here on the Grahan1e they felt over,vhelmed ,vith 
the tales of disaster from men ,vho had pushed past 
the l\Iounted Police pickets the previous year, cer- 
tain that they ,vere on the rosy ,vay to Fortune. 
On the Fort l\Icl\Iurray meado,vs at the base of 
a spruce-covered mount the Indian bands, mixed Cree 
and Chipewyan, ,vere encamped. These were also 
brought into harmonious conformity ,vith Canadian 
institutions by means of the usual ceremony and pay- 
ments. 
The tents of the Commissioners were pitched on 
the meadows beside the trading-post. One night a 
furious storm of wind and rain came on: the wind 
picked Father Lacombe's tent 'up from its fastenings 
and left him exposed to the downpour. IIastily col- 
lecting his blankets and effects he ran for shelter to 
another tent, and notwithstanding his age felt no ill- 
effects from the drenching. 
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FI.Glll 1\Icl\iul"ray the party spent 8everal days 
trayelli:Jg in cpen sco,vs dra,vn through the rapid
 
by trackmen, and early i:l E:eptember they arrived in 
Eàmonton. 
Treaty No. 8 had Leconle a matter of history. 
Father Lacombe announced his return in a letter 
of September 8th. lIe ,vas ,veIl-not even fatigued; 
and he comments gaily: 
" They cannot kill me-neither bishops nor Gov- 
ernments. " 
Shortl)T after his return to civilization Father La- 
combe received a letter from the north that brought 
him again into relations ,vith the Indians of the North 
Country. 
Father Falher ,vrote reminding him that three In- 
dians, accused of murder and taken out from Lesser 
Slave Lake shortly after the arrival of the treaty 
party there, were no,v in prison at Edmonton or Fort 
Saskatchewan. 
They had been snatched up out of their tepees 
and ,voods to be deposited between the bars and 
timbers of a 1\Iounted Police guard-room hundreds 
of miles away. They had scarcely understood there 
was a white man's law, until they found themselvt3 
like animals in a cage, dumbly wondering at the cause 
of their o,vn misery. 
The northern priest recalled the circumstances of 
the case and begged Father Lacombe in the name 
of all the Crees of that district to secure some leniency 
for these men by explaining to the whites the old be r 
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lief of the Crees concerning the JVitigo. The cir- 
cumstances were unusual. 
The Pheasant, a Lesser Slave Lake Indian, had 
suddenly lost his reason and run amuck in the camp 
threatening to kill and eat ,vhoever crossed his path. 
This had hapl)ened before-and the Crees held the 
old tribal belief that this man "Tas possessed of a can- 
nibal s!Jirit ,vhich prompted him to destroy his o"Tn 
kind. They first tried traditional remedies, by in1- 
mersing him in boiling ,vater and in other "Tays en- 
deavouring to melt the icy s!Jirit possessing him- 
but the JrTitigo persisted in his madness and his 
threats. 
Then solemnly as for an execution they prepared 
to kill The l)heasant. One struck him ,vith his axe; 
as The Pheasant dashed a,vay another fell on him, 
then another-and "Then dead they cut him open to let 
the Evil S pirit escape. '!'his done they returned 
calmly to their daily life, the tribe feeling free to 
breathe again ,vith the man-killer dead. 
Father Falher reminded l
ather Lacombe of his 
own kno,vledge of sÏInilar cases before the Crees ,vere 
Christianized. lIe noted further that the first axe- 
stroke ,vas inflicted on The Pheasant by a man ,vho 
had only been converted from paganism t,vo years 
earlier. The letter ,vas eloquent in its very simplic- 
ity: 


"I address mJself to you, my dear Father, because I 
know that you love our Indians. . For my part 1 
love them only the more when I see them in trouble. 
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"I would have you go and visit them that you may console 
them a little, and even defend them if possible, pleading the 
extenuating circumstances of the case. You especially who 
understand the Indian and his superstitions can easily explain 
this to the whites, who would not otherwise be able to under- 
stand the case they are going to judge." 


Father Lacombe made the visits as requested to 
the unfortunate Crees, consoled them in their cells, 
tool\: up their case ,vith the authorities, and had the 
satisfaction of seeing all three released after their trial. 
They returned very gladly to their homes and since 
then have been exemplary Indians, carefully avoid- 
ing collision ,vith the Police and the ,vhite man's 
la "TS. 
'fhe fiftieth anniversary of his priesthood had been 
celebrated on the banks of the Little Slave River, 
but his friends ,voldd not let that suffice. Conse- 
quently on Septen1ber 2j St. Albert ,vas en fete in 
honour of its founder. Bishop Grandin and his 
coadjutor had planned a celebration worthy of the 
old missionary. 
lndians and half-breeds came long distances to 
camp about the Cathedral and assist at this triumph 
of their old friend. Priests gathered from every por- 
tion of the diocese; Archbishop Langevin and Bishop 
Donten,vill, the brilliant young incumbent of New 
"T estminster, had come to honour the jubilarian. 
There was a solemn religious service, follo,ved by 
a banquet and on the concluding night a s.ho,ver of 
fireworks ,vas employed to delight the Indian visitors. 


It 
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The memorable feature of the celebration ,vas a toast 
proposed to the l\Ian-of-the-Beautiful-l\Iind, the 
l\Ian-of-the-Good-Heart-Albert Lacombe-by his 
old comrade-in-arms, the Bishop of St. Albert. 
It ,vas during this address that Father Lacombe 
received the name by ,vhich he is no'v kno,vn to his 
friends on t,vo continents-the Datur-olnnibus. 
The Bishop, ,vho ,vas as visibly happy in the cele- 
bration as his guest of honour, rose to propose the 
toast: 
""Then I ,vas at Rome," he said, "in 1869 we met 
there a vehicle on ,vhich ,vas ,vritten these ,vords: 
Datur-Onl1libus. I enquired the meaning of the in- 
scription, and ,vas told that this carriage "Tended its 
,vay frOlll end to end of Rome "Therever trouble ,vas; 
and if anyone, innocent or guilty, ,vas pursued or 
in danger he could take refuge there. 
"The driver ,vas instructed to take the refugee 
to SOlne safe place, ,vhere he might a,vait in peace 
the decision upon his case. This ,vas a custom years 
ago, ,vhen the Pope was J{ing of RODle. 
uEh
 bien
 let me apply the phrase to our dear 
Father Lacombe-Datur-Olnnibus! It is thirty- 
eight )Tears since he came here accompanying the 
lamented Archbishop Tache. The latter 111arvelling 
at the beauty of the site decided to establish a rnission 
on this hill and dedicated it to the patron-saint of 
Father Lacombe. 
"And he, ,vho is still with us, set himself to this 
new task laying the foundations of the missioI1 which 
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has flourished so remarkably, and is now even an 
episcopal see. 
"He has not only worked for this diocese, but for 
the whole ecclesiastical province of St. Boniface. 
Had anyone need of an intermediary-one to deal 
with the Government or the Canadian Pacific Com- 
pany, or a man for any other important mission-they 
asked me for Father Lacombe. 
"l\Iore than once I have heard this comlnent, 'How 
is it that Father Lacombe is not a Bishop l' 
"This thing, my friends seems to me very easy 
to understand. Apart from the fact that those who 
are deserving of the office cannot all be bishops-or 
we would all be bishops here-it must not be for- 
gotten that the Creator forms special men for special 
missions. The Bishop is charged with the adminis- 
tration of one portion of the Church-or, if you wish, 
a particular Church to which he must devote himself 
entirely. 
"But Father Lacombe has been in some sense the 
universal man-Datur-omniblls. If he had been a 
bishop he could not have been this; he could not for 
instance have performed for the Government the serv- 
ice which it requested of him quite recently in going 
to facilitate the proceedings of a treaty \vhich it de- 
sired to make with the l\Ietis and Indians of the Peace 
and Athabasca Rivers-without mentioning the 
numerous other missions which he has accomplished 
during his fifty years of priesthood in l\Ianitoba, in 
the Northwest and, I may say, in all Canada. 
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"God, ,vho directs all "\vith ,visdom, has ,villed that 
he should be free, that he should lend himself to all 
and for all. Datur-01nnibus/" 
The remainder of the year 1899 ,vas spent by 
Father Lacombe in Southern Alberta, ,vith brief 
visits to Edmonton and IIobbema. lIe ,vas inyited 
to the latter point by the Indians themsel\Tes to settle 
difficulties concerning the schools. A fe,v days ear- 
lier he had been summoned by telegraph to the Piegan 
Reserve, where the dissatisfied Indians ,vere raising a 
disturbance about the size of their rations. 
lIe feels himself the shuttle-cock of circumstances, 
and he rebels against it to Bishop Legal: 
"If this continues, ,vhen shall I eyer haye repose 
or tranquil1ity 1 And they want me to ,vrite my 
lJlel1loirs/ . . . Don't you consider this a farce 1" 
Nevertheless his sense of obedience, ,vhich as cer- 
tainly as his genuine piety underlay the little vanities 
of his words and the activities of his latter days- 
urged him to attempt the 
Iemoirs. On November 
12, in the little rambling rectory at Calgary ,vhich 
had grown room by room around the original log- 
cabin, we find him arranging one apartment "with 
light and quiet," in ,vhich to write his l\Iemoirs. 
He plans these in the form of letters to his bene- 
factors 
1. and 
ldme. Forest; but because of his 
advancing years, no less than the fear that it ,vas 
then too late to acquire the writer's metier" he was 
very unwilling to undertake the work. He ,vas also 
reluctant to turn himself away from humanity and 
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its irresistible appeals, and bury himself in a room 
with dead paper and ink- 
On December 4th, he writes: 


"At last I have begun to write my l\Iemoirs. That ap- 
pears absurd to me. But, 'One obeys or one does not obey' 
. . . Then I obey. That in itself is something." ... 


He sets himself to ,vork now with what will he 
can call up, and the result of the next two months 
and stray moments in the next year or t,vo resulted 

 
filling five or six notebooks with a mass of formal 
discursive "'Titing. This contained a brief and in- 
complete outline of his life up to 1864, and is blended 
,,,,ith numerous lengthy reflections of a pious 
nature. 
'Vith the terror of producing a book always hang- 
ing over him he dropped the charmingly natural 
style of his letters. Here and there his broken nar- 
rative lightens to a fine bit of descriptive writing- 
and these portions have been quoted in the earlier 
part of this ,vor k. 
Father Lacombe did not give undivided attention 
to his uncongenial task, however; his letters to Bishop 
Legal no'v are filled with plans and suggestions con- 
cerning diocesan affairs and the half-breed colony at 
St. Paul. The attempt at concentration upon his 
early days and labours apparently only spurred him 
to renewed actiyity upon what still remains to be 
done. 
"I perceive," he declares with unconscious naivete, 
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"that in writing these l\Iemoirs I find a grand op- 
portunity of forming new plans." 
But he is not left alone with his memories. His 
friends in Eastern Canada availed themselves of the 
Christmas season to send him presents for his Jubilee 
year: presents, which like everything else detachable 
that his long life had brought him, ,vere speedily dis- 
tributed among the different missions. 


"In Prussia," he writes to his friend, "there are Bishops 
who are princes because of their episcopal position. In our 
northwest there are Curés who are princes, because of the 
kind favor of circumstances." 


He might have said-Curés ,vho are princes be- 
cause of their unique and royal personality. 
A )Tear earlier Father Lacombe had "\vritten of his 
position as adviser to the treaty commission: "I t 
will be the last service I shall render my Order or my 
country. As God ,vilIs." 
He could now add a postscript to that; another 
mission was beckoning to him. 
This had to do ,vith the ne,vest Canadians, the in- 
rushing tide of European peasant settlers dra,vn by 
the free farms of the ,vest. Of these the Ruthenians 
probably outnumbered any other nationality. They 
were a good thrifty class of Slavs, whose industry on 
northwest homesteads recommended them as future 
ci tizens. 
Practically all of these were Greek Catholics in 
full adherence to Rome and the Pontiff there, al- 
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though in the form of their ceremonials they followed 
the Ruthenian rite and their services were conducted 
in their own language. They consequently found 
themselves in a country without spiritual directors 
of their own language and rite, suddenly transplanted 
from the surveillance of a too-paternal feudal Govern- 
ment to a ne\v land of few restraints-to freedom in 
such large measure that it was intoxicating and apt to 
be un,visely used. The transplanted Slavs were now 
lnore than ever in lleed of moral guidance. 
Proslety ing forces at work in their ranks were 
producing a religious indifference and scepticisnl 
,vhich Father Lacombe and his confreres viewed with 
indignation and alarm. It was felt that an appeal 
for Ruthenian Catholic priests and funds to support 
them must be made to Rome and to Austria. Father 
Lacombe in accordance ,vith his mission of Datur- 
omnibus was selected as the most suitable ambassador. 
So the opening of the T\ventieth century finds 
the aged hermit of the foothills still pursuing medi- 
tations chosen a decade earlier to fit him for the next 
, 
\vorld-but ,veighing them as he ,vaited in ante- 
chambers of the Papal and Austrian courts, and amid 
a whirl of journeying that brought him from France 
to Italy-to Germany, Austria, Belgium and back 
again to France. 
He sailed from Halifax on March 29, and on 
Easter Monday was at Viarmes where three Curés 
spent the evening with him and, he said, made him 
talk so much that he was utterly fatigued and had 
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an attack of indigestion from it. This is the ç>nly 
indication in any of his letters of ho,v great a tax ,vas 
made upon his nervous force by the hours of causerie 
which his European acquaintances delnanded. 
In one of his Paris letters there is a liying breath 
from the tomb of Tarte, that brilliant likeable but 
whimsical political genius, ,vho bequeathed to the Ca- 
nadian world of politics the "Business is business" 
maxim-as ,veIl as the frank epigranl-
'Elections 
are not ,von by pra) ers alone." 
On April 29th Father Laconlbe dined at the 
residence of the Austrian Comnlissioner ,vith the IIoll. 
l\1r. Tarte, ,,"ho ,vas then Canada's representatiye at 
the Paris Exposition. Tarte ,vas on the point of 
leaving for London to attend a banquet to be pre- 
sided over by the Prince of "Tales, and ,vhich had 
been arranged in connectioll \vith the Colonial con- 
tingents supplied for the Boer 'V ar. 


"Poor Tarte," his fellow'-Canadian comlnents in one let- 
ter, "how is he going to dra,v himself out of the embarrassing 
position, since he must speak-he who ,vas so opposed in Can- 
ada to the sending of the troops. He only said ,,-hen I made 
these remarks to him: "Vait, I am going to play with those 
Englishmen.' " 
"I feel rather indisposed," he jots in his diary at 
Rome on June 15. "The extreme heat has begun 
-but bon cou.rage/-for the old man!" 
Only once during the entire trip does the note- 
book record a restful day: U J e me repose /
 is all 
he ,vrites that day. 
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Cardinal Satolli and his colleagues, Rampolla 
Ledocho"Tski and Orelia, were in turn besieg'ed by the 
venerable Canadian l>ilgrinl anxious to for,vard with 
them his plea for the Ruthenian Catholics in Canada. 
In July he ,vas back in Paris and Brittany. 
"Thilst in Paris he ,vas actively at ,vork helping the 
young Canadian colon)T there to secure a chapel. 
Thence his itinerary led him to Anvers and Brussels 
on matters pertaining to Belgium emigration to 
Canada-to Cologne, IIunfeld and l\lunich-every- 
,vhere delivering lectures to colleges of students or 
priests, al\vays seeking new recruits for the missions, 
new funds for their upkeep. 
Iris letters of this period contain numerous 
snatches of Latin, o,ving to the fact that this was 
his one means of conversing with many of his hosts 
in Austria and Germany. His other lingual accom- 
plishments-his French and Cree, Saulteau and 
Blackfoot, and what he calls his "good English of 
the Nor' - "T est" -avail him nothing. 
One letter tells its o,vn story of little economies. 
His journey-pending a decision from Rome upon 
the Austrian enterprise-had been unexpectedly 
prolonged, and his funds are limited. He ,vrites to 
Bishop Legal: 


"To make the most of my purse I travel third Class and I 
eat crusts. The third class cars are not as uncomfortable 
as they were some years ago. . Do not be afraid for 
my travelling expenses. That is my affair. I shan man- 
age, as always in the past, so that neither you nor anyone 


, 
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of the others will have anything to pay until n1Y return to 
St. Albert." 


He evidently finds the means to travel further, for 
his next letter under date of September 9th, is from 
a Franciscan monastery at Vienna: 


"What are you thinking as you look on the address of this 
letter? How much I have to tell you, and through you to 
our venerable Bishop and Inissionaries. Truly I do not know 
where to begin-I have been busy with so many things. But 
now, the old missionary in Austria! It is very true 
that I devour distances, as you say. I intend to see 
the Emperor and the Premier. What audacity on my part! 
I speak Latin like a tutor, when they do not under- 
stand me otherwise. " 


After a lengthy postscript concerning his plans 
of work and travel he concludes archly- 


"Enfin, is this not enough for to-day? I kiss your hand 
-that is the fashion here. What a country! 'Vhat peo- 
pIe! A. L." 
lIe has at last reached the Austrian government, 
and is endeavouring to have their co-operation in his 
mission to Europe. He had several intervie,vs ,vith 
the Premier, 1\1. Golowkowski, whom he described 
as "a handsome amiable man who spoke French, and 
in whose office I feel perfectly at home." 
He assures Bishop Legal that since he has come 
in direct communication with the Government-"I 
am as much at ease with them as I am with my own 
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at Ottawa." . . . "The ministers and deputies," 
be \vrites, "all speak French. 


"The 1\1inister of Foreign Aft" airs, a Pole, has been very 
amiable and interests himself greatly in our question of Ru... 
thenians and Galicians." 


He no,v decided to make a personal visit to the 
Province of Galicia from which the Ruthenians had 
emigrated. The Austrian Government, which 
through its ambassador at Rome had been interested 
in Father Lacombe and his mission, defrayed the 
expenses of his journey; likewise those of the l\Iother 
Provincial of the Franciscan Nuns and a companion- 
sister. 
The former, a brilliant and zealous woman and a 
member of one of the leading families of Austria, 
had promised Father Lacombe to secure in Galicia 
several nuns for orphanages in Canada. She was 
also to act as his interpreter and, to some degree by 
her family influence, as his advocate. 
He departed for Lemberg, armed with letters to 
the Galician government and Bishop Szeptickyi of 
Stanislaus, the latter a warm personal friend of the 
Pope. At Leopoli, Stanislaus, Pryzenyls he was al- 
ways the guest of his brethren, the Ruthenian ec- 
clesiastics, and most cordially welcomed by them. 
He made the best possible use of his time and oppor- 
tunities, and returned from his mission successful in 
everything he sought. 


if 
."- 



XVI 


ON his return to ,rienna Father Lacombe re- 
ceived a command to the Court. The impressively 
large packet containing the invitation ,vas addressed 
to the 


REV. A.LBERTUS LACO
lBE, 
'Vicar-General of Canada. 


In it His l\Iajesty the En1peror sumllloned the 
old missionalJT to all audience 011 the follo,ving' n1orn- 
. 
lng. 
Father Lacombe ,vas then the guest of the Countess 
1\Ielanie Zichy ( née Princesse l\Ietternich). I-lis 
hostess thoughtfully prepared him for possible disap- 
pointment in his audience. 
"You ,viII see in our Rlnperor a man of sorro,vs," 
she told him. "I t is ,vritten in his face. He never 
laughs and rarely talks. The lllile-stones of his life 
have been made of grief-the last ,vas the assassina- 
tion of his ,vif e, the Empress." 
The next morning, ,,,,hen the carriage came around 
to convey him to the Imperial Palace the Countess 
,vith filial tenderness looked the old missionary over 
with anxious eyes to see that he ,vas fitting'ly garbed 
to meet the Emperor. The scrutiny ,vas satisfactory. 
Even then at seventy-four the habitual and rather 
40
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notable neatness of the old priest had not deserted 
him. 
But a thought suddenly and very naturally flashed 
to the mind of a lady of the court. "This 
old Canadian priest is distinguished in his Canada. 
-'Vhere are his decorations?" She voiced her solici- 
tude. 
The old priest smiled. . In Canada who 
had ever thought of conferring orders or decorations 
upon an old lllissÌonary? 
Then flashing suddenly frOin gay to ,vistfu]-as 
was his ,vont-he pulled the ,vooden and brass cross 
of the Oblate Order from his sash. It ,vas the 
crucifix "Tith ,vhich he had times innulllerable blessed 
his Indian proteges. It ,vas the same he had upheld 
to invoke peace that n1emorable dawn between the 
,varring Crees and Blackfeet: 
"Hah!" he said smiling gravely, ",vith this I have 
been decorated for fifty years. It is my only decora- 
tion." 
The Countess smiled through tears. Then- 
"Go," she said reverently-tenderly. "You could 
not have a higher." 
He arrived at the Palace. His quick eyes took 
in all its magnificence and transmitted vivid impres- 
sions to his open mind. It ,vas more superb than 
anything he had ever seen before-rich ,vith a splen- 
dour that he felt should only be lavished upon a House 
of God. It was magnificent-this palace of an un- 
happy line of Kings. 
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"The guards, the gilded chambers I" he exclaims 
in his diary-and stops there. 
Through many rich corridors and bet\veen stately 
functionaries he passed to reach the audience-room, 
entering this alone. 
He found the Emperor there-a stately old man 
\vith light bro\vn hair silvering, \vith a mouth and 
beard like the men of the IIouse of IIapsburg and 
with indescribably sad eyes. The figure of the man 
fixed then on Father Lacombe's sensitive Dlind so 
excited his sympathies that ÏII speaking of it after- 
\vard his voice always gravened: 
"The Countess told me he was a man of sorro,vs 
-I understood that \vhen 1 sa,v him." 
The little old Canadian priest, ,vhose one deco- 
ration ,vas his worn crucifix, bo,ved his silvered head 
and bent shoulders before the Elnperor; then told 
him of his mission in seeking aid for his Ruthenian 
brethren, funds to build chapels and priests to minis- 
ter in theIn to retain these people in their Ancient 
Faith. lIe answered the Hapsburg's questions 
about the \velfare of his former subjects, about the 
Government and the Church hierarchy to \vhich they 
were no,v allied. 
But the splendour, the coldness and formality of 
the interview numbed the man of the Plains. The 
Countess had done well to prepare him. 
Throughout the audience the Emperor remained 
standing; always grave and cold and courteous. 
The rich and original personality of the Canadian 
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that had so charmed his l\Iinisters was without in- 
terest to him. Had not most things lost their con- 
cern for him? 
Their discourse never unbent to the charming 
causerie others enjoyed in contact with Father La- 
combe. The Emperor was not seeking thrills of 
human interest: his Old l\Ian of the Sea forbade that. 
The conversation died of inanition: Father La- 
combe bowed himself from the audience-chamber, 
struck to his soul with pity for the man within- 
glad in every fibre of his warm old heart that he 
,vas not the Emperor of Austria. 
His last days on the continent were busily oc- 
cupied. At the N euf-Chateau, Luxembourg, he ad- 
dressed a large assemblage; in Paris he bought a 
magic lantern with slides illustrating the Bible his- 
tory and catechism. 
umerous small commissions 
were performed for his brethren, and by the middle 
of October he arrived in London in the midst of a 
· fog, which he describes as night at midday. 
Here he was entertained by Lord l\Iountstephen; 
and the quondam pastor of St. l\lary's, Calgary, with 
the ex-President of the C. P. R., smiled to recall the 
drama of their exchange of office that day by the 
Bow when both were younger. The Comte de 
Bassano and his wife brought their interesting old 
friend again to their home for their own and his en- 
joyment. 
On October 29th he witnessed the arrival of the 
soldiers from Africa. A splendid procession he felt 
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it was, though he ,vas not a little amused to find the 
staid English "losing their heads on this occasion I" 
But back of the glory, the drums, the bonfires and 
acclamations, the eyes of the old man were ,vet with 
pity at "the disorder of hell in the streets, and the 
shame and sadness of the sig'ht of drunken \VOll1en 
and their companions." 
A pleasant note of invitation from Lady Aber- 
deen, whom he still addressed as U ma grande 
cousine
-' or "my sister," brought him to meet the 
former Governor-General and his ,vife at their town- 
house on Grosvenor Street on October 27th. 
'Vith their customary sympathy this genial pair 
heard the old man's plaints of his sadly-interrupted 
Hermitage, and in half-jest-whole-earnest-ûffered 
him the hospitality of their Scotch estate, ,vhere he 
might find a little nook sufficiently retired from the 
,vorld to end his days in a manner quite convenable 
and to his ideal. 
But \vhile his soul still inhabited his restless, en- 
ergetic house of fire and clay he knew there could 
be no place of abode for him but the wide 'Vest. 


January, 1901, found him back at St. 
Iary's busy 
with routine parochial duties and especial care for 
the l\Ietis ,vho hung about the poorer quarters of 
the to\vn. 
u1Jlc voila encore lancè dans une !oule d'affairesr' 
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he writes on the 21st to Bishop Legal, and one catches 
in this a note of triumph that he is still capable of 
being a man of affairs. All is not a bed of roses 
for him, ho,vever: alcoholism and its consequences 
have brought too many of his l\ietis to the to,vn-gaol 
and into evil ways generally. 
uPauvre lJletist"' he writes in the same letter. 
"How it hurts me to see them so demoralized. 
But I will move heaven and earth to redeem them." 
In another letter this month there is a quaint 
flayour of the old days of toil and hardships he had · 
kno,vn-of the log huts and earthen floors and parch- 
ment ,vindows. . I-Ie complains that a new 
and energetic Curé of one town parish is painting 
the exterior of his out buildings! 
His old heart is indignant at the extravagance, 
,vhen the diocese has so many poor missions wher
 
men need even the necessaries of life. Father La- 
combe was still only twenty years away from the 
mud-chinked hut at l\Iacleod. 
The diocesan strong-box gaped in emptiness; 
Father Lacombe in his anxieties turned again to 
good friends in the East. From one he received this 
reply: 


"l\loNTREAL, 19th l\Iay, 1901. 


"Dear Father Lacombe: 
"I have been running about everywhere and have not until 
now had an opportunity to reply to your letters of the 19th 
aDd fl6th April. I am sorry to learn that you are in debt. 
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I suppose it worries you because you are not used to it as ! 
am. I am nearly always in debt. It is the creditors who 
should be unhappy, not you. However since you are not 
used to it, I send you a small cheque towards helping you 


out. . . ." 


With this charming note the genial President of 
the Canadian Pacific had enclosed a handsome 
cheque. 
This spring Father Lacombe wrote to Bishop 
Grandin about Bishop Legal's desire that he should 
take charge of l\Iacleod and a couple of outlying 
missions.-"The wishes of my Superiors have al,vays 
been orders to me," the imperious old man ,vrites 
-oblivious of how often he has dictated the wishes 
of his Superiors. He adds a slight grumble that 
just as he had felt himself "seated at my fireside- 
I find it necessary to make my bundle again." 
He ends by accepting the responsibility, for in- 
deed there is no other priest free to take it. But 
on l\'Iay 27, again a ,vanderer from his fireside, Father 
Lacombe writes airily from N e,v ".,. estminster, pooh- 
poohing the idea of Archbishop Langevin that he 
must now be bound for Australia-seeking a ne,v 
continent to conquer as a beggar for his beloyed 
. . 
mISSIons. 
On his return to Calgary Father Lacombe decided 
to accept the invitation of his old friend, Archbishop 
Ireland, to attend the golden jubilee of the diocese 
of St. Paul. Father Lacombe had associations with 
St. Paul for more than fifty years: he had known 
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Bishop Loras and the gentle Ravoux. He had oc- 
cupied the latter's coffin-bed and spent the first 
month of his priestly ministry there. He felt he 
must attend the Jubilee. 
l\Ieanwhile the financial affairs of the diocese, which 
had been going from bad to ,vorse, had now reached 
a crisis of tenuity. Father Leduc, the diocesan 
bursar, investigating conditions, finds that ,vith the 
best possible management all the means at their dis- 
posal for the next twelve months can only meet the 
needs of two. 
Father Lacombe, becoming R\Vare of this, con- 
cluded that nothing remained but for him to take 
up the unenviable role of beggar and go east with 
his hands outstretched again. 
In August he is in l\Iontreal with Father Therien, 
the supervisor of his Metis colony. He writes that 
he is preparing a grand campaign. Even if he comes 
as a beggar he does not intend to appear without the 
eclat he now craves more with each year that comes 
to burden him. Perhaps his failing vigour requires 
the eclat as a stimulant. He has at least begun to 
show his age very clearly in his shrinking muscles 
and tired steps. He no longer has the shoulders of 
an ox or the old unflagging energy. 
The campaign opened with an appeal published in 
the French papers throughout Quebec. In this he 
recalled the fine unselfish part Quebec had played in 
the earliest days of the western missions. He 
quoted Pope Leo's words to himself the previous year, 


It 
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when in an audience he deplored the diminution of 
the mission-funds from France; and the Pope had 
said- 
"Let N e,v France support these missions." 
Finally Father Lacombe quoted his o,vn stimulant 
-the farewell words of his old IJrotector in 1849: 
"If God is ,vith you, ,vho can be against you?" 
So again the old missionary had thro,vn his soul 
into his work. The immediate results of his appeal 
were sufficiently gratifying, and he ,vrites com- 
placently to Bishop Legal: 


"You will see in the newspapers of to-day my grand coup, 
my appeal-C'cst serieuæ. . . . Ex-Governor Royal has 
just been here. He declared to ß1C that he had not believed 
I could make a genuine coup d'etat. Excuse his naÏvete: but 
it is the kind Saviour and your prayers that have given me 
this strength and ability." 


Like a capable generalissimo, he adapts himself to 
modern and urban conditions in his campaign. He 
cannot attract or hold the attention of people here, 
as he did on the Plains, by riding out around the 
camps on a cayuse, holding aloft his Red Cross flag 
and chanting the Indian crier's-UOyezl Oyezr
 
Instead he selects a daily paper, ,vhich in return 
for securing ne'vs of his work at first hand promises 
to keep his campaign before the public in an efficient 
manner. It evidently was La Presse
 for when his 
work was half through he ,vrites: uLe Journal is my 
organ at present, as I have parted company ,vith 
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La Presse. They had become too exacting, always 
wanting the prime of my news." 
His force of t\VO he soon found inadequate, and 
he urges Bishop Legal to join him. His work will 
be greatly strengthened by this relief corps, he 
states.-uAllons, lJlonseigneur de Poglar' he en- 
treats. 
çç C' est serieuæ; still it must be done," he writes later. 
"There must be no more flinching. But prepare 
yourself-it is a very hard trade." And therewith he 
assigns his Bishop to an assault upon the large cities, 
,vhile he and Father Therien, and possibly Father 
Royer, sweep through the country. 
In letter after letter he continues his persuasions, 
but fruitlessly. The coadjutor could work like a 
navvy at home; he could live half-nourished on the 
fare of his poorest Indian missions and cheerfully 
share his last dried meat with a starving Indian- 
but he could not easily make up his mind to beg; 
there were too many humiliations in the trade. 
Father Lacombe sends him $650. It is his earliest 
harvest, and he hopes the sight of it will be an in- 
ducement to ulJlonseigneur de pogla." 
One Sunday he personally distributed his printed 
appeal to a congregation in church, and then writes 

"Am I not audacious? But they pardon me be- 
cause of my white hair"; and again-"Every)Vhere 
I am received almost like a Bishop, in partibus in- 
fidelium. It is fabulous." 
By November 20th he and his assistants have trans- 
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mitted $2000 to Father Leduc "to begin to fill up 
the Gulf of St. Albert." 
. In October Father Lacombe ,vas joined by Bishol> 
Legal, and he would have been happy then but for 
the miserable attacks of a Quebec journalist. The 
latter brought forward the charge that Father 
Lacombe and the other western missionaries ad- 
ministered their finances badly, and that the money 
being so laboriously collected from Quebec parishes 
would be wasted in useless ,,,"orks for undeserving half- 
breeds already beyond reclamation. He also ques- 
tioned Father Lacombe's authority' to beg. 
The attacks upon Father Lacombe and his ,,"ork 
only ceased after November 27, ,vhen Bishop Legal 
called in person upon the journalist and ,vith other 
arguments presented him ,vith Bishop Grandin's let- 
ter to the bishops of Quebec, stating that the col- 
lections made by Father Lacombe on his authority 
,vere to be appropriated to the general needs of St. 
Albert diocese. 
To Bishop Grandin his old comrade ,vrote: 


"Thank you again in behalf of us all for the beautiful let- 
ter, in which you defend us so fraternally against crooked 
minds like this - -. You tell me I must treat him 
gently. No. . . . I will not spare him, and I do this 
in the interest of our good cause. He is a creature who must 
necessarily be exposed. He is filled with pride and self-love, 
notwithstanding his fallacious pretext of being the defender 
of the Truth. Let him not attack me any more, this rascal. 
I am watching for him." 
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'Vhich goes to sho,v that the great-hearted Datur- 
OJJ
llibus could still cherish a very human resentment 
on occasions and deliver a deserved reprimand as 
energetically as ever an old chief of the Plains lashed 
,vith his scorn an insolent young brave. 
Early in February, 1902, Bishop Legal was re- 
called to St. Albert by the serious illness of Bishop 
Grandin. On February 13th Father Lacombe 
,vrote him: 


"I take no recreation with my brethren. . Tell 
him if he still lives, my venerable friend and Bishop, how my 
heart is grieved because 1 am not with him. He knows how 
I cherish him and will cherish him to the end. But notwith- 
standing your invitations the greatest proof of my devotion 
will be to stay here, working for the good of the diocese of 
St. Albert. At least that is what 1 think in my heart of an 
old nlissionary. 
"But-ah, my God, how sad I feel! Dear Bishop Grandin! 
Is he then going? . Tell him a farewell from me till 
I see him again, in the Fatherla
d. Embrace him for me, 1 
pray you." 


For a time then he was sadly confused and 
troubled by t,vo letters which reached him from the 
two bishops. The younger man in well-meant kind- 
ness urges him to come and see his friend again be- 
fore the end. The other, dictated by Bishop 
Grandin to his nephe'v, advises Father Lacombe not 
to leave his present mission-and the bishop sent a 
last adieu to his old comrade. 
"Truly, between you-you tear my heart. 


" 
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Father Lacombe writes; but out of the chaos comes 
the determination to match the sacrifice of his old 
friend. He writes: 
"I do not believe I should go to St. Albert. I 
shall stay to the end." Again he \vrites: "The 
thought of my suffering friend, praying for me, COlnes 
to encourage me when I ascend a pulpit to beg." 
He now sends $2000 more to Father Leduc, to 
be divided as follows: one-quarter for the l\Ietis 
colony; one-quarter for the diocesan seminary and 
one-half for the needs of all missions throughout the 
diocese. 
'Vith Bishop Legal back in the \vest Father La- 
combe finally had to "make the assault" upon the 
.i\.ncient Capital himself. An impressionist letter 
picturing his first Sunday there is somewhat in- 
coherent, but delightfully naïve: 


"Donc, it was at the Basilica that the old Chief made his 
entree in the midst of a fine assemblage of clergy, students 
from the Great and Small Seminaries and the University. In 
the crowded congregation I noticed Sir Hector Langevin, 1\1. 
de la Bruyere, and doubtless my friend 1 .. was 
there. " 


/I 
" 'Petierunt panem et non erat qui frageret eis!' 
" 'Dear friends of our young diocese of St. Albert, I come 
before you 'with the permission of your Archbishop and as 
the ambassador of my Bishops. I have been told that in your 
city you do not like long sermons: that if I wish to be agree- 
1 The Quebec Journal, from whose attacks he had suffered. 
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able and make a good collection, I lllust be brief. C'est cela. 
I aln going to be brief.' 
"Everybody in the church smiled. It was with this first 
blast that I opened fire in the old Basilica, the mother of 
churches in K ew France-'To artTIS, lllY friends, open your 
purses. Furnish alnnlunition to sustain us against the at- 
tacks of adversaries. If the feet of the evangelizers are 
beautiful, et cetera-how beautiful are the hands of our bene- 
factors, who place in ours the mite of the Propagation of 
l?aith, with the good wishes of our friends in Can- 
ada. 
"They smiled no longer. They wept with eUlotion. Abbe 
l\larais said to me at dinner: .. You opened the cataracts of 
the eyes and the heart.' 
"I')ardon, Iny Lords, this recital of the doings of your old 
Chief-result, $434." 
One day this spring there came to Bishop Legal 
from his nlendicant-friend an aInusing outburst of 
indignation over the seelning extravagances of the 
ne,ver generation of missionaries. The Bishop had 
"Tritten him asking special assistance for one of these, 
\vho had been assigned to a city parish and who felt 
he should approximate eastern conditions in the up- 
keep of the rectory and church. 
Father Lacombe is evidently of another way of 
thinking: 
" This dear Father .!" he writes to the 
Bishop. "It is unbelievable there could be a being so short- 
sighted. Listen-I am going to write hinl a letter. Imagine 
-to go and buy an altar and put up a shed for his cow, when 
we have still so much to pay on the church!' 
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"But no, I assure you, I shall not send him a cent. How 
droll he is! N ow how ".ill he collect enough to payoff this 
debt? He is naïve and fool enough to believe that I should 
settle it. The poor man! 
"Truly, here is something to shock my Reverend Father 
Superior." 


Yet when he had given expression to his feelings 
by raising small tempests like this-and the bishop 
or somebody ,\Tould remind him that times had 
changed in the ,vest; that mud-floored houses, dried 
meat menus and rough board altars must be con- 
sidered out-of-date, at least in Edn1onton, Calgary 
and Lethbridge, he would relent. Then he ,vould 
generously help the young priest engaged in making 
his poor parish buildings adequate. 
His old territory of Alberta had already entered 
upon the remarkable period of development ushered 
in by the new century. 
Iotor-cars ,vere beginning 
to disturb the quiet of the Indian trails along the 
no"" and the Old l\Ian's River. Elevators ,vere 
every,vhere rising on the level horizon. The Age of 
Progress was insolently thrusting itself upon the 
perceptions of the old Chief 'of the foothills; but he 
yet blandly Itefused to recognize it. 



XVII 


WHILE the mendicant missionary made his way 
from parish to parish of Quebec his old comrade-in- 
arms was climbing the last stretch of the Trail, 
serenely waiting for the close of a life which many 
'undemonstrative westerners have accounted exalted 
in its simple goodness and thought for IIumanity. 
He was nearing the gates of the Fatherland, but 
found the last steps of the trail very painful, as the 
,vorn-out diseased body clung to its spirit. When he 
could not conceal his agony from friends at his bed- 
side he would smile and quote Lel\tlaistre: 


"If the warrior thanks the general who sends him to the 
assault, why should we not as well thank God who makes us 
suffer ?" 


As a young priest with a lifetime of achievement 
before him he had faced death bravely in that a,vful 
winter night on Great Slave Lake. He welcomed it 
no,v with smiles. 
It was a solemnly beautiful drama of Deat.h that 
was enacted in the bare sleeping-room of St. Albert's 
bishop. The end came at sunrise on June 
3rd, when as the sun rose, mysteriously overcoming the 
417 
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mists and s.hadows of morning twilight, the priestly 
soul passed on to a new ministry-went in from the 
shadowy vestibule of Eternity' to the incomparable 
realities. 
Those last three weeks of Bishop Grandin's life 
diffused about St. Albert a new strange benediction, 
inexpressibly touching to the men who came and ,vent. 
The secret of this perhaps ,vas rey-ealed in the 
Bishop's sole remark to the students kneeling at his 
bedside: 
"My children, ,vhen one loves God dearly one has 
no fear of death. To have loved and served God 
well-behold that is all that remains to a man, when 
the End comes I" 


. . . 


Whilst he had been vigorously pursuing the cam-- 
paign for funds, Father Lacombe was not without 
consolation from another quarter. As a result of his 
visit to Austria, Father Zoldach, the secretary of the 
Ruthenian Bishop of Stanislaus, had come to Canada 
to investigate conditions. 
On his return he sent out four Ruthenian priests 
to Manitoba. This summer he informed Father 
Lacombe that several missionaries would be sent to 
Alberta. 
l\'ioreover his new collections were particularly 
satisfactory. Before February 23, 1902 he had to- 
gether with his aides amassed $12,754; while the Hon. 
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Rodolphe Forget had contributed in addition to this 
$5000 for a church in the l\Ietis colony. 
By the close of the campaign, which took place 
in October 1902 at St. Sauveur' in Quebec, Father 
Lacombe had poured $21,000 into the empty coffers 
of St. Albert. 
He had begged, exhorted, prayed and wept- 
though these waves of emotion were the jest of his 
younger brethren-and this $21,000 was his satisfy- 
ing harvest. Looking on the result he forgot all it 
had cost him. 
Before the New Year of 1903 he was again es.. 
tablished in Calgary, surveying the southern district 
thoroughly after his prolonged absence. He was not 
always pleased. 
A critical, almost a carping disapprobation of the 
methods and manner of the newcomer is practi- 
cally inevitable on the part of the old-timer, and 
has marked the early progress of every portion of the 
west. Our pioneer Oblate, human as any other old- 
timer, did not escape this, and while he was adjust- 
ing himself to new conditions his heart flamed up in 
apostolic zeal more than once because of the ways 
of the young priests fresh from seminaries of the 
east. 
His particular grudge against them was one he held 
against all the pale-face newcomers-an indifference 
or lack of sympathy for the l\:Ietis, who still clung to 
the .skirts of the towns. He was himself splendidly 
loyal to this sad remnant of a people; and the more 


. 



4
0 


FATHER LACOl\IBE 


1903 


pitiful their condition the more passionate an advo- 
cate he .became-the more assidously he sought them 
out and gaye of his charity, spiritual and material. 
During this winter Father Louis Lebret, one of 
the old Guard, died at the Grey Nuns' hospital in 
Calgary after forty-four years of seryice in the west. 
Every day and many times a day before the end came 
his old friend trudged over from the Rectory, leaving 
aside his memoirs and l\Ietis audiences to bring com- 
fort to the dying soldier of Christ. "Then he died 
Father Lacombe's arms were about him. 
In a letter to the Superior-General he ,vrites: 


"Father Lebret, wherever he passed, went his way doing 
good. He was the type of the true priest, a man 
of God. Three days before his death 1 gave hin1 
the Viaticum of the ,vayfarer into other worlds. 
Seated in his arm-chair, retaining all the clearness of his in- 
telligence he received the last great Sacrament of 
the dying. 
"Ha ving anointed him I said to him: 'l\Iy brother and 
dear associate in these missions, show us how an Oblate 
should die.' 
"He responded to all the prayers and having received the 
last indulgences it was then-after his thanksgiving for the 
Holy Viaticunl received that nlorning-he begged us to take 
seats near him. He said to us: 
" 'I have cOlne to that solemn mOlnent of life when 1 n1ust 
take leave for another world. 1 have finished the course; and 
my God, 1 come to Thee: into Thy hands 1 commend my 
Spirit !' 
" 'Father Lacombe, be my messenger to our Father-General, 
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whom I salute for the last time and from whom I ask pardon 
for my faults and failings. From you, my other Superiors, 
I ask forgiveness; and from you, my brothers in religion-I 
beg you to pardon me and pray for 111e.' 
"Then taking up the Cross he had worn so long as an 
Oblate, with his rosary in his hands and his scapular on his 
breast, he renewed his vows. How beautiful it was to witness 
such a scene! How happy I was to be an .old Oblate and a 
brother oÌ this apostle of our missions! 
" 'Go,' I said to hiln then, 'Iny dear brother, depart for the 
true Fatherland. Go and ask our God to give me such a 
death as this.' 
"\:""es, truly blessed are they who die in the Lord." 


During this "\vinter-1903-Father Lacombe's wor- 
ries over the financial condition of his colony deep- 
ened. The outlook ,vas not promising and it was not 
easy for even his robust heart to throw off such de- 
pression at seventy-seven. l\iost of his letters now 
are tinged ,vit11 the gro,ving fear of failure. 
"Triting on February 14th to Father Therien, the 
administrator of the colony, he confesses that he is 
"heartsick of this problem." Having expended the 
$5000 collected in Quebec for the Colony they are 
still $1100 in debt. l\Iust they sell the cattle, close 
the school and tell the colony they can do no more 
for them? he asks pitifully. 


"And people will say then: 
" 'lVe spoke wisely in declaring Father Lacombe's plans 
"'ere only Utopian.' And I, hanging my head, win have to 
say: 'Bonum est quia humiliasti me. ' " 


" 


.. 
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His troubles jaundiced his vision. lIe can think 
of little else. A letter of l\larch 13th to Bishop 
Legal opens with the growl-"It is dog-cold here"; 
and it runs to an apologetic conclusion through several 
unrelieved pages of details about his troublesome 
colony. 
But relief is approaching. A number of letters 
to Eastern friends have resulted in a fresh harvest 
for the master-beggar. The most imlJortant is prob- 
ably one from Lord ltlountstephen, enclosing a 
cheque for $2000: 


"17 CARLETON IIouSE TERRACE, S. \V., l\Iarch 4th, 1903. 
"}'I Y dear Father Lacombe: 
"I duly received your letter of 
lst of January. I had not 
forgotten you and the old days of ,,'hich you remind me. 
The photograph you gave me stands on my table and never 
out of my sight. 
"I think your efforts to train the :young half-breeds to in- 
dustrial habits so that they may be able to gain their own 
living, IS an excellent thing to do and a truly religious 
work. " 


As a result of this kindly communication and ac- 
companying gift a letter '''Titten by Father Lacombe 
on l\Iarch 19th, St. Joseph's Day, stands out in warm 
relief from all his other correspondence of this period. 
It glo,vs with all his old bonhoInie and enthusiasm. 
It is replete ,vith the imagination of a child who still 
wanders in fairy-gardens-only that here the old 
priest's fancies play about his beloved advocate-saint 
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and image him ,,'"raith-like invading a London draw- 
ing-room to befriend an old suppliant at Calgary. 
Truly some of the conquerors of the 'Vest have 
been "men ,vith the hearts of Vikings and the simple 
faith of a child." 


"CALGARY, l\Iarch 19th, 
"Feast of St. Joseph. 
" 'Sowing in tears we reap in joy.' 
"Yesterday I went into our private chapel before the most 
Holy Sacranlent, with St. Joseph and St. Anthony of Padua 
as witnesses, to pour out the excess of I11Y heart. You know 
that I weep easily and that the fountains of my eyes flow 
often in abundance. Tempus flendi et tempus ridendi! 
"l\Iany times during my long life I have wept with grief, 
in hardships, contradictions and embarrassments; as likewise 
I have shed tears in mOlnents of joy and satisfaction. V oyez- 
'cous, I have lachrymal fluid for all occasions. 
"Done, after this preanlble, this is to say that yesterday- 
St. Joseph's Eve,-this great saint accompanied by the Saint 
of Padua brought Ine this cheque for $
,OOO, which he had 
snatched from Lord l\Iountstephen in the city of London. 
"To-day with my whole heart I anl giving thanks to Heaven 
and earth. " 


He then consigns the money to the Bishop to be 
expended for the l\Ietis colony, and he continues with 
a return of his old optimism: 
"It is for this undoubtedly that the Good Saviour prolongs 
my days, to aid in the completion of this redemption which 
appears impossible to all the world but ourselves. 
"P. S. I pray you, return to me this dear letter from my 
noble friend, l\Iountstephen." 



4
4 


FATHER LACOl\IBE 


1904 


Early. in April Father Lacombe, in reply to a 
laughing comment about his foot-loose wanderings, 
"Trites gaily to the Bishop: 


"'Vill you tell the Fathers at St. Albert that I have been 
closed up here since last autumn and my feet 'do not burn' 
more than usual? Band of humbugs that they are !'
 


Now the time arrives ,vhen he can prove to his 
scoffing friends his inclinations as a IIermit. In 
April a vicarial council was held at St. Albert and it 
was there decided that Father Lacombe might no,v 
retire to his Hermitage. He hailed the decision ,vith 
joy, and arranged to leave Calgary on l\Iay 5th. 
, He had ,vatched the log-mission grow to a prosper- 
ous parish. He had hellJed to establish an excellent 
order of teaching-nuns-the Faithful Companions- 
and the Grey Kuns' Hospital. He felt he had 
earned a release from further ,yorl{ in Calgary. 
Years ago a gold ,vatch had been presented to him 
by the 
Iayor in the name of the citizens of Calgary. 
N o,v complimentary addresses and tributes of respect 
,vere paid to the retiring rector in such numbers that 
he seems to have gro,vn suddenly aware that this de- 
monstrative affectionate Calgary might be a 1110re de- 
sirable residence than he had imagined. 
Still it ,vas for him-uI/ourrah pour le Herlllitage 
quand memet-' 
l\iany of his comrades had retired or ,vere dead. 
lIe felt that at his age it ,vas proper, pious and con- 
venable that he too should go into retirement to pre- 
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pare his mind for another world. So he went. 
'\That he did not reckon ,vith "ras his own habit of 
being continually and' ardently seized with ideas for 
the advancement of the missions, and the necessity of 
travelling to carry out his ideas. 
On l\Iay 7th he writes the bishop from Pincher a 
letter full of content and gladness. He is at liberty 
again, and rejoices even in the use of his toy-the 
rubber stamp of the IIermitage-,vhich has lain idle 
since it was droPIJed so unexpectedly a decade earlier 
to take his place at Ottawa as Archbishop Tache's 
lieutenant. I-Ie writes: 


Hilly Lord and Venerated Friend: 
"Entin! tandem! at last! I have arrived at this dear Her- 
mitage-the goal of my desires for a long time, as you know. 
"Yesterday morning at six o'clock I 'went up the hill. I 
knelt there in the silence of the dawn at the feet of the statue 
of my dear St. 
lichael-Quis ut Deus?-to say my great 
Te Deum. I gave the Benedicam.u.s Domino 1 to Father Blan- 
chet and to dear Brother Ryan. 
"Y ou know this was a solemn moment for your old pio- 
neer! I went up to the Altar in the pretty church, where the 
morning sun came in through those splendid windows dazzling 
me. And then in the organ ,vas the voice of S1. l\Iichael re- 
vealing himself to welcome me . !" 


He regrets the tumble-down condition of his old 
Hermitage, but declines the bishop's offer to have 
it repaired, as the building is not worth it. Not un- 


1 The morning salutation. 


, 
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til they can pay the $3000 already o,ving here will he 
build a house, he says. 
A fortnight later ho,veyer finds him busy on plans 
for a new Hermitage, as "my good friend Pat BUl
ns 
tells me to give hin1 the bill." lIe had accepted the 
kind offer of Calgary's first millionaire gladly-as 
readil)T and as free of embarrassment as he would 
divest himself of his o,vn possessions for a poorer 
man. 
One ,,,,ould lool{ no,v for a fe,y months repose for 
the hermit in his Ilermitage-a breathing-spell at 
least until his feet begin to burn again. 
But Nature itself conspires to rout him out from 
the quiet of the foothills. 
Shortl)T after his return the terrible disaster 
of the Frank slide occurred, and l
ather Lacombe 
immediatel
T departed for Frank. The misery of 
others ,vas intolerable to him, unless he could at once 
spend himself in bringing relief: ,vhich he did for 
several days in the desolate mining-district. 
But he has been disturbed from his Hermitage, 
and once on the road ,vith his modest bundles-from 
sheer force of habit he keeps there. lIe visits Cal- 
gary and l\Iacleod; from the latter point he \\?rites 
imploring the bishop to transmit a special pastoral 
letter to their poor friends the l\Ietis ,,,,ho are only 
sinking lower and lower. The l\Ietis are always "on 
his back" -and in his heart. 
From this time, June 7th, his letters show a quick 
passage of the hermit from l\Iacleod to Cranbrook 
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to St. Eugene, Nelson and even N ew Westminster. 
Upon his return to the Hermitage he devotes a ,veek 
to his annual retreat of prayer and meditation, and 
shortly after writes: 


"So the dear Father Vegreville is dead. . . . Ha, the 
old ones are going! It is f o.r this I nlade my retreat. One 
must be ready for all possibilities." 


In September he made a trip do,vn the Saskatche- 
wan on a raft and later by democrat from Edmon- 
ton to his colon)T. U COllte que cOllte/
 he ,vrites the 
Bishop, he must not neglect his 
Ietis. In December 
he visited several southern points as superintendent 
of the district of Calgary; but a letter from Leth- 
bridge on Christn1as begs the bishop to release him 
even from this in future. IIis request was granted. 
IIis visit to St. Paul de l\Ietis had not been re- 
assuring. He finds he is obliged to pack his her- 
mit's sack again and set out for the east to find new 
assistance for the colony. At St. Paul, where he was 
the guest of Archbishop Ireland and of James J. 
Hill, the latter slipped into the old priest's hand on 
leaving a cheque for $5000 to forward the work for 
his beloved 
Ietis. In N ew York and l\iontreal 
Thomas Ryan and Sir Thomas Shaughnessy added 
still other thousands to his l\letis funds, and the old 
man's mind grew easy again. 
A trip to the Holy Land was now being planned 
for the old missionary by Archbishop Langevin. 
Outwardly he witheld his consent to the trip. For al- 
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though his feet ,vere "burning" for this ne,v and fas- 
cinating voyage-,vas it altogether convenable for 
the hermit of seventy-eight ,vho had so of tell pro- 
claimed his retirement to prepare for Eternity? 
!1'inally he consented, and set out for Europe ,vith 
one eye fixed ,vith desire on the IIol)T Land-and 
the other turned ,vith alJologetic regret to the de- 
serted Hermitage and the blank pages of the un,vrit- 
ten menloirs. 



XVIII 


Ac COl\I PAN lED by Archbishop Langevin and 
Father Corneiller of Otta,va, Father Lacombe sailed 
from N e,v York late in April. Ilis friends, hear- 
ing of his proposed tour, had subscribed the expenses 
of the journey-as he quite expected the)T ,vould when 
he consented to go. ""Tild horses could not draw 
him from his fixed policy of spending nothing upon 
himself that could possibly be diverted to the western 
. . 
mISSIons. 
At l\Iarseilles the Canadians joined a pilgrimage 
of French Catholics sailing for the Holy Land. 
During a series of lectures given on board the ship 
Archbishop Langevin suggested to the director that 
his venerable companion be asked to lecture upon the 
Indians and his experiences. 
The evening of the lecture came, and the audience 
was astounded when "'Ie vieuæ Pal)a/
 as they had 
named the old priest from Canada, took his place 
before them. Why ,vas he chosen among so many 
brilliant men to deliver a lecture? 
The pilgrimage was made up of a highly cultured 
class of French laity and clergy, members of the 
old noblesse and some profound scholars. 
The audience's speculation concerning the lecturer 
scarcely outlasted his introductory remarks. Then 
429 
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he revealed himself; the crisp dramatic sentences, the 
indescribably picturesque and individual French with 
its infusion of English and Cree, the yiV'id eyes of 
the old priest captured them. And soon he was in 
most perfect rapport with his audience. His mag- 
netic personality reached out and dre,v thenl to 
him before long he 'vas playing on them as 
on a harp. 
rïhey were laughing ,vith him at tales of John 
Ro,vand's day; ,veeping with him over the miseries 
of the abandoned squa,v; thrilling at the battle of 
Three Ponds and the tribute of S,veet-Grass to Pope 
Pius IX in their ,vínter-camIJ on the plains. 
Up to this he had been an obscure old missionary: 
no,v, again as in l\lontreal and Otta,va in the nineties, 
he was a Lion; and ,vhile he had not chafed at his 
obscurity he receiyed the ne,v homage of his com- 
panions ,vith naïve delight. Day by day his ,varm 
nature opened up in the sunshine of their apprecia- 
tion, at once finel)T sympathetic and intellectual; he 
feasted them ,vith stories of the plains-life; his facile 
humour and flashes of scorn revealed the fire of the 
man's spirit; his sense of the dramatic attuned to their 
o,vn led them from noisy Indian-cam!)s to the quiet 
Hermitage among the foothills. 
lIe called himself the Old Chief, the old lndian- 
and the French pilgrims, alert even on a pilgrimage 
for the novel and picturesque, felt that they had 
come upon an edition de 11ltlJe of a frontier type. 
His first lecture was such a success that Father 
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Lacombe ,vas urged to give another. lIe chose his 
o,vn subject this time and to the consternation of 
his Canadian companions, he talked upon the famous 
book of Abbe Loisy, then recently published. 
lIe undertook valiantly to demolish the arguments 
of the book, and at the same time delivered a rep- 
rimand to those of a younger generation on board 
who could find anything to praise in it. In 
a very few moments the old missionary was flounder- 
ing shoulders-high in a stream of theological argu- 
ment for ,vhich nothing in his active plains-life had 
prepared him. 
lIe had played many roles in Canada, but he Jlad 
never been regarded by his brethren as a scholar. 
Yet here he was in righteous indignation and pic- 
turesque dialect matching himself against Loisy and 
his subtleties-,vith a galaxy of French culture look- 
ing on ! 
It ,vas to laugh, as the French phrase has it. But 
his audience was too keenly disappointed at missing 
his own matchless stories; in addition they were 
rapidly becoming bored when Archbishop 
Langevin hazarded a suggestion to his old friend to 
talk Indians. 
With an almost impatient submission and an ex- 
planation that "the bishop did not understand the 
necessity of probing this matter"-the old missionary 
paddled back out of the troubled waters of Modern- 
ism into the picturesque streams of Indian life. But 
his heart was battling Loisy and his tongue refused 
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its office. 
failure. 
From Jerusalem he writes on l\Iay 18th to BishoI) 
Legal: 


. 


The lecture shortly ended as a 


"Jerusalem ! Yes, J erusaleln-the Holy City-where we 
arrived last night. Is it possible that I, a poor old 
Indian, aln to-day in the country where our Saviour died? 
Is it possible that this morning at three o'clock I offered the 
Holy Sacrifice in the Illagnificent basilica of the IIoly 
Sepulchre on the tomb of the Great ..Arisen! It is a favour 
,vhich was spontaneously accorded to the old chief of the 
Northwest. " 


IIis sta)T in the Holy Land ,vas one long succes- 
sion of spiritual delights, of ,vhich he says he never 
could give adequate ÏIlterpretation in his letters or 
conversation. 
'''hile in Jerusalem his love of novelty brought him 
into an amusing and embarrassing situation. One 
day donning the go,vn and head-dress of a priest of 
the Greek rite a run10ur spread among the pilgrims 
that the venerable Father Lacombe had adopted the 
eastern rite in order to devote hin1self to his Ruthe- 
Dian brethren in Canada. The garments were 
merely a gift to him from the '''hite Fathers, who had 
persuaded him to try them on, and enjoying the 
novelty of his latest role he had kept them on. 
The old missionary only smiled mysteriously ,vhen 
confronted with the rUffiour. 'Vearing his Greek 
vestments to church that evening, however, he was 
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overwhelmed when the director of the pilgrimage 
called upon the congregation to pray for this devoted 
old Canadian priest ,vho "not,vithstanding his great 
years had adopted the rite of another branch of the 
Church-out of love for his Ruthenian brethren." 
The congregation of priests and laity prayed ferv- 
ently: the Archbishop and his embarrassed compatriot 
exc.h"anged glances-teasing, alTIUSement and aston- 
ishment in the one, and perplexity and ll10rtification 
in the other. ProlTIptly on the conclusion 
of the service the old plainsman in his Greek attire 
hurried off to the hotel, studiously avoiding his new 
friends and their congratulations on his devotedness. 
The Greek vestments did not again see the light of 
day on that journey. 
On the return trip to Rome the captain of the 
Etoile gave a banquet on the anniversary of Father 
Lacombe's ordination, and the old missionary in an 
amusing after-dinner speech retrieved the failure of 
his address on the Abbe Loisy and l\Iodernism. 
At Rome he received a warm welcome from the 
new Pontiff, Pius X. They met first at a public 
audience where the Pope moved slowly between two 
lines of pilgrims speaking a kindly word of greeting 
to all. When he came to Father Lacombe he 
stopped, at Archbishop Langevin's instance, and the 
old missionary was introduced. 
The two men, humble and good and great, looked 
into each other's eyes with mutual recognition of the 
fine soul of the other. It did not matter that their 
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. 
positions were as wide apart as the color of their robes 
-the sno,v white of the Pontiff, and sOIlle,vhat rusty 
black of the l\Iissionary. 
The heroic son of the French-Canadian habitant 
knelt for the blessing of the great son of the ltaliall 
peasant, and as he rose the IIoly Father added Slllil- 
ing, "'VeIl done-,vell done! Ad lJI ultos all1l0Sr
 
On June 27th, the Canadians left for I
ondon by 
wa)T of Vienna, \vhere the EIllperor again received 
Father Laconlbe. IIis )Iajesty. \vas on the point 
of departure from 'Tienna, and the audience had to 
be very brief. \Vhen adnlitted the Archbishop spent 
sOlne lllinutes in an exchang'e of courtesies, affably 
paying his respects to 
\.ustria's overlord, 1-1
ather 
LacoIllbe meau,vhile chafing impatiently at the 
loss of precious nloments and the dimnling chances 
of a petition carefully frulned for the Enll)erOr's 
ears. 
lie sudùenly interrupted, ,vith an iU1IJatient gesture 
to,vard his Archbishop: 
"But the tinle is short; and-ìJI
sieli fE111pcrcllr- 
,vhat \ve \vant is SOllIe money for those ltuthenian 
missions we have in our country I" 
The Elnperor turned sn1Ïling to the old '"'"saint 
audace n assuring hiIn of a gift; and as this ,vas for- 
,varded to hinl llext day, l
ather Lacombe could 
never be brought to see or regret his breach of 
etiquette. 
On the rail,vay journey in Gernlany, some hours 
out of Frankfort, Father Lacombe had the mis- 
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fortune to lose the cross that for fifty-five years he 
had ,vorn on his persall as a member of the Oblate 
Order. At Liege in Belgium he attended the Gen- 
eral Chapter of his Order, and shortly after,vard 
sailed for home. 
By November he ,vas again in his IIermitage. 
But he ,vas summoned from it on the 15th of J anu- 
ary., 1905, by a disaster so sudden and cruel that it 
required all the hope anù strength and faith of his 
old heart to rally under it. 
The big convent industrial school at the 
Ietis 
colony, built by the alms of his friends and shelter- 
ing one hundred and twenty children, was burned 
to the ground the night before. Practically nothing 
,vas sayed from the flames. One poor child was 
burned and the sisters, who had repeatedly risl(ed 
their own lives in bringing the children out of the 
convent, had several narrow escapes. 
Hurrying north he writes to Bishop Legal ,vho 
was then in l\Iontreal: 


"I am en route to Edmonton to meet Father '"Therien. 
God's will be done, we say-but what are ,ve going to do? 
The children will have to be dispersed-and the Sisters, where 
are they? l\Iy God, how sad it is! Again what are ,ve 
going to do? The only resources I have-$1,500-are al- 
ready lent for five years to these poor Sisters of Pincher 
Creek, or rather to their community. . . . I am nearly 
sure that you will want to send me to Ottawa. But I am not 
going there. If Father (whose feet burn), and Fa- 
ther wish to go, it is their affair. " \ 
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lIe immediately wrote an in11)assioned appeal for 
help in the form of an open letter and published it 
in La Patrie of l\Iontreal, ,vhich ,vas o,vned by his 
friend, the lIon. l\Ir. Tarte. 
From some,,"here he secured $100 ,vhich he for- 
,yarded to Father Therien, the Superintendent of the 
colony, to help him start a house for the Sisters. lIe 
feels unable to ll1ake a fresh can1paign in the East 
for funds: he is ,yorsted-there is no light ahead. 
He ,vrites to the bishop: 


"l\Iy Lord, I will not again take up my beggar's, staff. 
That is finished. If money does not cOlne otherwise, our 
work lnllst fail." 


And he adds a postscript: 
"'Vhat will the Government do? 'ViII they withdraw from 
their contract ,vith our corporation? At least I hope they 
win leave to the half-breeds already established the fight of 
occupying their land and hon1esteads." 


If it be true that one trouble n1itigates another by 
a process of counter-irritation, then Father La- 
combe ,vas fortunate on going to Otta,va in IÜOS, to 
find ne,v cause for ,vorry. The .....\utonomy Bill, 
providing for the creation of the ne,v provinces of 
. Alberta and Saskatche,van, ,vas then being discussed 
in the Commons, and the clauses relative to school 
ll1atters had started an embittered discussiol1 ,vithin 
and outside the House. In their Bill the Govern- 
mel1t had yielded a tardy justice to the demands of 
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the "T estern Catholics and their brethren in the East, 
Dlaking provision for a system of Separate Schõols 
in the new provinces. 
Sir "Tilfred Laurier, who had brought the Liberal 
party into pOlver in 1896 by promises held out to the 
Catholic school party felt that this was an acceptable 
occasion to redeem his pledges to some extent, and 
in the ,val" that ,vaged then about the frail, handsome 
figure of the first Canadian of his day he showed to 
greater advantage than ever before. 
To,vard the end of l\Iarch Father Lacombe re- 
turned to his Hermitage: then he passed the sum- 
Dler in parochial ,york at Pincher and l\ledicine 
IIat, for the mission-field ,vas ,videning and was al- 
ready beyond the number and force of the younger 
.. . 
DllSSlonarles. 
His \vork brought him again in contact with the 
half-breeds ,vho lived around the towns so that in 
October when he made his way back to his Hermitage 
from the Irat and received disappointing news from 
his colony it is not surprising he should write this 
heartbroken letter to the one friend who with him- 
self believed in the work for the l\Ietis: 


"Nobody to-day can understand my trouble, my grief, my 
disappointment-I have only God for witness of my devoted 
desire to save this population. I win go down into the grave 
with this sorrow in my heart repeating 'Bonu,1n est qu,ia hu- 
miliasti me.' ::\ly poor l\Ietis! I see them to-day in the 
prisons, demoralized, about the cities begging for the leavings 
of the whites to nourish them and clothe their nakedness. 


. 
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And what is most sad is that, humiliated and debased by the 
whites, some do not. venture to come to the divine services but 
remain drinking in their tents. 
"1 can only 'weep in secret over this deplorable state-not 
even before my brethren, who have no longer any sympathy 
for these disheartened Christians. At least you, the first pas- 
tor, aid me to save these unfortunates." 


The handwriting in his letters no,v noticeably in- 
creases in size and unevenness, even as the letters gro,v 
shorter. All this betrays the fatigue of age. IIis 
years are printing themselves still more plainly on 
his "Teakening forll1, but ,vith his habit of eating little 
-scarcely ßlore than one ll1eal a day-he contrives 
to be al,vays in fair health. 
In January 1007, he made a brief visit to Edmon- 
ton and St. r\..lbert district. At Beaumont, a small 
French-Canadian settlement in ,vhich he had estab- 
lished the mission t,velve years earlier he officiated 
one Sunday of his ,risit. People flocked from all 
over the countryside to hear the UfalltClltl' Père 
Lacombe/' ,yho said to them during his address: 
"""T e are told that in the earliest days of the Church 
an old ,vhite-haired man, bent with age and partic- 
ularly tried by the labors of a long and painful 
apostolate, being no longer able to walk by himself 
had hill1self carried by his disciples into the midst 
of an assemblage of the faithful and there he did not 
cease to repeat: 
" 'l\Iy little children, love one another.' 
"This old man ,vas the apostle St. John. Eh, bien, 
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to-day you have before you another old man. Hav- 
ing had the happiness of founding this good parish, 
he has wished to visit once more a place filled with 
memories for him, and to come to give you some ad- 
vice ,vhich I am sure his ,vhite hairs will make you 
hear ,vith respect: I will say to you nothing else than 
that which St. John said; like him I shall repeat to 
you,-'Love one another.'" 
Even yet the old missionary could thrill his au- 
diences when he chose; and he did so that night as 
he closed a lengthy address on the West with this 
clarion call- 
"Advance the work of colonization! Do not rest 
idle in the shade. Do not go elsewhere to seek the 
benefits you have here and can enjoy with more ad- 
vantages. The future is yours, if you "rill seize the 
present. Courage and tenacity-these form the se- 
cret of success!" 
It ,vas while he made this sojourn in the north 
that, meeting me, he rene,ved a request first made in 
1904: ,vould I not relieve him of the ,vork upon his 

Iemoirs ? This time I agreed, arranging to spend 
some months near the Hermitage to secure his 
. . 
remInIscences. 
By February 28th, which was his eightieth birth- 
day the old Chief-as he was wont to call himself 
now-was in l\Iontreal. Archbishop Bruchesi, plac- 
ing the Palace at his disposal, suggested that he give 
a birthday banquet to his friends. Father Lacombe 
was charmed with the novel idea, deeply touched too 


- 
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at the "delicacy of thought and the courtesy of this 
dear Archbishop," and straightway issued numerous 
invitations. 
In April he wrote his bishop ,vith some 1nalice 
prepense in t.he idea of turning the tables upon his 
teasing brethren: 


"Dollc, soon we shall commence the fameu.x Jlemoirs, but 
I have a ne\\ plan concerning then)! It is very interesting 
for you and others of DIJ friends to push me unceasingly to 
undertake this ,,'ork 'which is far froD1 Inaking me snlile. 
"But ,viII it not be permitted me for my part to ask all our 
Ancients to "
rite their ::\IcIIloirs also, uniting them with mine 
to make one entire book out of them? I propose this and 
ask you to have the following missionaries write their l\Iem- 
Olrs : 
"1st. Bishop Legal, 'who apart from his title and position 
has had a long experience among the Indians in the founda- 
tion of this diocese. 'l'his would make a fine complement to 
the Life of Bishop Grandin. 
"2nd. The venerable Father Lestanc. How many things 
,,'ould this venerable missionary have to tell of his remeln- 
brances of 'whites and Indians, and his voyages with the half- 
breeds into the prairies! 
"Srd. Dear Father Tissier-who could relate his soj ourn 
at the Peace River and his work among us. 
"4th. Dear Father Leduc-who has also reminiscences en 
masse. 'Vith his good memory, what interesting things 
'would he not recall! It seems to me that he is one of Ours 
who has achievements and deeds to record. 
"5th. The Rev. Father Grandin ,,'ith his position of Vicar, 
would he not be counted among the Ancients? He had his 
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experiences also among the savages, half-breeds and whites. 
Being the nephew of our first Bishop and a capable mis- 
sionary, we should invite him to write his IVlemoirs. 
"6th. The benign Père Doucet-is he not one of the most 
ancient? Notwithstanding his humility and his reluctance to 
talk, he should be compelled to write his l\Ienloirs. How 
many things could he not tell us about the Indians, l\Ietis and 
the rest? . 
"Done, ::\Iy Lord, such is my new plan! It is very fine 
for you to start me upon this job, but let each one take a 
part in the work, 'which should be of especial interest to all 
these Ancients." 


Spending the most of the remainder of 1907 at 
the IIermitage he ,vrites solemnly on New Year's 
eve to his bishop. The letter is that of an old man, 
full of years and ,visdom. lIe assumes again the 
role of first Counsellor as in the days of Bishop Tache, 
concluding the letter with a word of advice to the 
bishop to give latitude to young priests, especially 
,vhen they possess a certain aptitude and capacity for 
their duties. 
""Tith politeness and charity," he says, "put the 
old aside, for they ,vill have enough good sense to 
understand their position." 



XIX 


TI-IE )"ear 1908, ,,,,hich ,vas mainl)T spent in his 
Jlermitage, brought the old "Chief of the Foothills" 
to the parting of the "rays. 
lIe ,vas eighty-one. lIe had li,red to see the last 
traces of the frontier regime lost in the IJrogress of 
modern cities-to see old trails trod by himself and 
his Hfalllellx .Lllecl"is n buried beneatll asphalt. But 
up to this, in his colony of St. l
aul, he had held him- 
self staunchly identified ,vith his no,v-humble friends 
-the l\Ietis-in contradistinction to the "IJroud pale- 
faces ,vho overrUIl our lands." 
lIe ,vas no,v to "Titness the breaking of this last 
tie. 
The superintendent of the colony had realized for 
some time that it ,,,,as no longer possible to continue 
that settlement on the basis planned by l
"'ather La- 
combe. Of those ,vho had been brought there and 
surrounded ,vith every advantage many had ,vi]led 
to turn their backs on the quiet country life, to drift 
again to the lights, the cheap pleasures and vice of 
the cit)T purlieus they had known. 
Several others had moved out of the colony to 
ordinary homesteads. Those ,vho remained-about 
eighty families in all-,vere ,veIl-established .on 
farms and on the way of making an independent live- 
44
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lihood. Father Therien urged that the plan of com- 
munity life should be broken, and the l\Ietis put on 
the status of any other homesteader in the 'Vest. 
In consideration of the money expended in that 
region by the Oblate order and their friends he sug- 
gested that a certain portion of land be deeded to the 
controlling syndicate, '\\?hile the remainder should be 
thro,vn open to homesteaders in the usual way. 
The plan immediately recommended itself to 
Bishop Legal and Archbishop Langevin, two mem- 
bers of the syndicate ,vho had begun to consider 
this expensive philanthropic ,york something of a 
white elephant. Father Lacombe was the last to be 
,von to it, but he was confronted by the continually 
failing finances and his o,vn enfeebled forces. 
As cogent as either of these reasons ,vas the indis- 
putable fact that many of the l\Ietis he had hoped to 
"redeem" ,vould not submit to the redemption, when 
they found themselves confronted with the routine 
of farmwork. 
On l\Iarch 28th Father Lacombe wrote to Bishop 
Legal that if all the members of the syndicate 
favoured the plan and the Government consisted to 
it-"then I submit to it." This was his renunciation 
of the one big undertaking of his life in which he 
felt he had not succeeded. 
In the spring of 1909 the alteration of the Colony 
was effected by the Government, and St. Paul de 
Metis as a protected colony ceased to exist. 
Father Lacombe, deprived of one scheme of be- 


, 
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nevolence, immediately sought another. He was 
now inspired to thro\v all his energies into a Plan, 
,,,,hich had been in his mind in a vague ,yay for 
years. Very occasionally he had spoken of 
it, wistfully and tin1idly aln10st, as "my. dream of 
an old missionary." lIe resolyed to realize this no,v 
-and so provide a refuge for the orphans and honle- 
less aged of Alberta. 
Progress had made its o,,?n of the old hunting- 
ground of his Indians, and in its spectacular lllarch 
the ,veak-as else,vhere-,vere thrust to the ,vall. 
Father Lacombe's heart called out to him to hell) 
these. 
J
veryone else in the "Test was intent UpOl1 the 
opportunities and necessities of develo}nnent. GOY- 
ernments 'v ere absorbed in constructive legislation 
and public ,yorks. Young missionaries expended 
their energies in forming ne,v missions for the in- 
})ouring immigrants. Individuals ,vere busy making 
fortunes or places for themselves. 
They had no time to seek those in danger of fal1- 
ing by the ,vay: this lnission remained for the l\lan- 
of-the-Good-Ileart. 
.r\.s soon as Father Lacombe realized that this ,vas 
to be his next undertaking his mind became a glo,v- 
ing smelting-pot of plans about the IIome. There 
Inust be found money to build and maintain the in- 
stitution, a competent staff to conduct the IIome, a 
suitable site in some pretty country place, where the 
children could learn to ,york the land-and a stream 
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by ,vhich the old l)eople ,,,"ould have a pleasant seat 
under the trees to dream or pray their last days away. 
Strangely enough, in vie,v of his own busy old 
age and inability to be tranquil-Father Lacombe 
l1ever lost his belief in the tranquil old age as the 
Ideal. 
lIe no,v approached 1\11". Burns of Calgary, and 
after a couple of interviews the delicious old diplomat 
came awa)T the possessor of 200 acres of good farm- 
land ,vith the stream and trees and in the exact lo- 
cality he desired. Then he mapped out a progress 
through the province to beg again-more audacious, 
more imperious and more wheedling than ever, be- 
cause he felt so little time remained to him. 
Upon the initiation of IIis Excellency Lord Grey 
a celebration of Quebec's tercentenary had been ar- 
ranged to take place during the following summer. 
Elaborate preparations were being carried out for a 
pageant of the Old Regime, and Father Lacolube 
as an historic figure, known from end to end of Que- 
bec, was invited to take some part in the festivities. 
He writes the bishop on June 15th: 


"Done, I am not going to Quebec. There are Inany other 
things more important for the old Chief of the l\lountains 
than to go and bow' myself before the crosses and mitres of 
the centenarians. Excuse me, I forget myself-=-bless me!" 


The more important matters which occupy him are 
the plans for his Home-Ucette oeuvre ineffable"- 
and the giving out of reminiscences for his memoirs. 
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IIis plan of canlpaign for the IIolne is not yet com- 
plete-but ,vhen it is, he dictates serenely to his ec- 
clesiastical superior, 
"1. r ou ,viII publish a l)astoral letter to announce 
k " 
our 'VOl" . 
It will be recalled that Father Lacombe ,vas one 
of the founders of the Indiall school system in 
Canada. A voluminous correspondence ,vith the In- 
dian Departn1ent, ,vhich rell1ains in his l)ossession, 
indicates to ,,,,hat a large extent the department ,vas 
guided by hin1 in its earliest adlninistration of the 
schools. 
1 Ie was naturally interested this year ,,,,hen a ques- 
tion arose concerning the need of ill1proving the sys- 
tem. lIe ""as frank in his expression of opinion: 
"'Vith my experience of those schools on ,vhich so 
llluch thought and ll10ney has been expended I can 
only sa)T that they have not been the success \ve hoped 
for. "retaught sonle boys and girls ,vho ,vere 
bright as ,vhite children. But that ,vas only 
the beginningo-the real problem came ,vhen they 
left school. 
"To go IJRck to their honles-l10t white, and not 
Indians any longer! l\Iany ,vere failures. 
Oh, it is very sad to think about all that-,vhen you 
renlenlber all the love and ,york and sacrifice ,ve put 
into these schools. 
"I am too old now. I am useless for that," the 
octogenarian continued ,vith painful emphasis of his 
own failing po,vers. "But if I ,vere a young man 
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again" and his voice rose to fresh strength as his in- 
dOlnitable spirit fired him-Uthat would be my mission 
-just to make a success of our Indian schools." 
In November he accompanied Bishop Legal to 
Chicago, where thousands of laymen and ecclesiastical 
dignitaries attended the first Catholic missionary 
congress of the N e,v "T orld. Here he went his way 
content in an obscurity overcast by the forms of thou- 
sands of young, eag.er men marshalling their forces 
of organization. 
Apart from the large issues discussed there were 
nunIerous side-lights '\vhich caught the still-harvest- 
ing eyes of the veteran and revealed him no non- 
progressive. "Then the ne,ver missionaries described 
to hinI a chapel-car which was kept moving along 
western railroads among settlers living in isolated 
groups without churches-he told them of the chapel- 
tent built by himself forty years before. 
His llost, a Chicago millionaire, took the veteran 
for many rides in his motor car-once gliding along 
miles of smooth boulevards at the rate of twenty-five 
miles an hour. At the end the party found Father 
Lacombe serenely exultant, his eyes afire with pleas- 
ure, his sturdy old-timer's spirit unquenched by the 
lightnings of the N e,v Age. They awaited surprised 
comment from him; instead he remarked to his host 
,vith a twinkling eye- 
"Why don't you go more fast? This is not fast 
enough for me I" 
Had not his dogs-shaggy PappiloIl and his mates 
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-skimmed over the hard sno,v at a rate that took 
one's breath a,vay? And \vould Papillon's master 
confess to surprise at the speed of a Chicago automo- 
bile?-Not so long as the heart of an old-tinIer burned 
in him. 
Father Lacombe in the retirement of his Hermitage 
had now no part or interest ill the })olitical \vorld, 
into ,vhich he had once been thrust so prominently. 
But his former intercourse had given hinl decided 
convictions, as indicated in a conversation this autumn: 
"I have never belonged to any party. .L\.s a citi- 
zen and l)atriot I \vould al,vays support the party 
which rules the country for the time. It is stupid 
to do other,vise. 
"1.
he people have voted: the majority has said- 
'This party shall govern the country'.' Then it is 
my duty to help that part
T govern in the ,\?isest ,yay. 
The work of opposition is for the opposing party 
in the IIouse. But evell they should llot stir up the 
people wrongfully. 
"I consider it criminal for a member of the op- 
position ,vho, when he believes a certain measure good 
for the country, votes against it because it ,vas in- 
troduced by the Government and its passage Inay 
strengthen the governing party ,vith the people. 
. Criminal! Stupid! 
"Such men, politicians-to \vhatever party they 
belong-I would see them thrown down like that!" 
he said, with a vigorous gesture of his closed :fist to- 
ward the floor. 



1907 


FATHER LACO
InE 


449 


"They have no conscience-no patriotism. I 
,vould excuse such conduct only in the unformed 
school-boy, ,vho believes he must follo,v his 'gang' in 
everything they do. 
"'Vhy should I oppose the party that governs, as 
long as it is doing right? Stupid! That is a strange 
,yay to be a patriot. But when they do 
,vrong-then let everyone unite and turn them out! 
""Then Sir .John was governing the country I did 
all 1 could to help him. "\Vhen Laurier came I did 
"That 1 could to help him. But one day I said to 
Laurier: '
f you went out of power to-morrow, I 
would support the next Government.' lIe only 
laughed and said: 'I believe you would.' " 
The time was now ripe for his new campaign, and 
he blithely opened the New Year-1909-with a 
series of collections for the building-fund of the 
Home. Throughout Alberta he passed, until he had 
exhausted the generosity of his friends there-when 
he journeyed on to Eastern Canada and renewed his 
efforts. 
At Quebec in August he attended with hundreds 
of other ecclesiastics the first Plenary Council of the 
Church held in Canada. Here as at Chicago it was 
the old missionary's part to look on at the energy 
and scholarly ability of younger brethren. 
On his return west he accompanied the bishop to 
St. Albert, and was there the centre of a festival in 
celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of his ordina- 
tion. Linked with this was the celebration of the 
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fiftieth anniversary of the Grey "X uns' arrival in the 
diocese. For t\VO days the little Cathedral to\\Tn \vas 
en fête. 
D nder the trees in the gardens of the Indian 
School sweet-faced nuns of many Orders and in 
varied garb moved gently, the g'uests of their pioneer 
sisters-the Grey X uns. 
But over the hill on the grounds of the ran1bling 
old wooden Palace, the scene ,vas Illore vividly in- 
teresting, if less })icturesque. For the Old Guard 
of the Indian missions \\ere there III force mingling 
\vith scores of )Tounger Oblates. 
They ,vere of the men ,vho had touched upon the 
first score of years Father Lacolnbe spent in the "rest. 
Some had held their sl)lendid physique almost unÏIn- 
paired. Others ,vere shrunken and stooped anù 
trans}JarentJy frail: one and all ,vere Inodest, unas- 
sertive and light-hearted as school-boys. _ 
1"'here "Tas Father Tissier, gentle and shre,vd, ,vho 
still dated the past from the year Father Lacombe 
blessed his isolation on the Peace by a fraternal visit: 
Father Leduc, capable, great-hearted and drolly hu- 
morous, bearing still ,vith hinl the marks of the 
plague of 1870, and Father Blanchet ,vho had shared 
the dangers of that period ,vith him. 
Father Grandin was there, ,vith leonine head and 
masses of silver hair-now the Provincial head of 
his Order in Alberta: Father Doucet, the gentle and 
meek-"God's lamb" and the beloved of his sturdier 
brother, Father Lacombe. 
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Father Lestanc \vas there too-stooped and deaf, 
but alert and genial still, his tongue sharp as of .old 
to turn wit or satire, and his spirit as ready as on 
the night he opposed Donald Smith in old Fort 
Garry; Father Legoff, linguist and author, and in 
1885 a prisoner of Big Bear. Finally there was the 
bishop himself, who had elected as an Oblate to know 
exile from Old France and had shared the mud- 
chinked hut on the Blood reserve with Father La- 
combe. 
A banquet was given at which the governor of 
the province, members of the Government, prominent 
men of the district and old-timers were guests. 
Father Lacombe made an after-dinner speech 
there, revealing such exquisite humour and depths of 
diplomacy with bursts of naivete that his audience 
for more than half an hour hung on h.is words and 
punctuated his phrases \vith delighted laughter. It 
was a notable speech for a man of eighty-two. 
IIere and there in the cro\vds on the sunny lawns 
those days moved quietly a slim, erect young-old man 
who bore a striking resemblance to Father Lacombe. 
It was Gaspard Lacombe, the foot-loose wanderer, 
anchored at last. But while the priest of eighty-two 
was still an eager, high-spirited boy in heart the lay- 
man of three-score was tired and more than a little 
wistful. 
At a soiree in the Hall dusky small boys clad 
as Indians enacted in fascinating pantomime set to 
music the battle of 1865, when Father Lacombe had 
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interIJosed bet,veen the Blackfeet anù Crees. In an- 
other scene girls synlbolically represented the twelve 
foundations laid by the old Inan ,vho looked on ,vith 
childlike delight at their skilful representation. 
Finally there drifted out from the ,vings a fairy- 
like troop of children "\\Tho cro"\vned the veteran "\\Tith 
flo,vers. Then discro,vning himself the old priest 
made his way slo,vly, heavily through the stre,vn 
flo,vers to the stage. There he delicately turned the 
tide of feeling fronl himself to the three nuns ,vho 
had so bravel)T ventured in to Ste. Anne's forest- 
mission fifty years before: devoted ,vomen ,vho had 
passed to their reward ,vhile he still lingered as a 
link ,vith the Past. 
After the soiree the darkness of the night on the hill 
,vas radiantly troubled ,\Tith sho,vers and s,vords 
and balls of pyrotechnic fire: and here the festival 
ended. 
A few days later Father Lacombe ,vent to EJ- 
Illonton to greet Lord Strathcona who was then on 
a tour of the 'Vest. 
The t\VO old friends met on the la,vn at Govern- 
ment House, where smartly-frocked westerners ,vere 
assembling for the reception to the IIigh Commis- 
SIoner. 
The great empire-builder ,vent for,vard to meet 
the little nlan in the black cassock-also an empire- 
builder in his way. 
"Ila, myoId friend!" said Father Lacombe with 
. 
caressing notes, "I anI glad-glad to see you." 
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Deep pleasure lit up the face of each, as though 
consciousness of a kinship-in which none of the new- 
comers shared-had suddenly transmuted their 
mutual esteem and liking into a glo,ving affection. 
Strathcona had been thro,vn from his carriage a 
fe,v days before in British Columbia and had his 
right arm in a sling. The injured member no,v 
caught the attention of the l\Ian-of-the-Good-IIeart 
and he put out a quick hand of sympathy, suddenly 
mindful of the other's age and the fatigues of his 
Journey. 
He spoke his fears: but Strathcona brushed them 
aside as laughingly as he ,vould have done on their 
trip to St. Paul forty years earlier: and the old priest 
murmured his admiration: 
"Ila, that is like you, al,vays-you neyer would 
complain I" 
The t,vo pioneers no,v ,vithdre,v to a bench beneath 
the trees, oblivious of the assembling guests. As 
they sat together, Strathcona's hand in the warm 
clasp of Père Lacolnbe, the t,vo old men studied one 
another covertly for the marks of the years. 
They rallied each other on their youthfulness, these 
t,vo white-haired veterans who ,vould not grow older: 
and they laughed at Strathcona's assurance that they 
were still boys. 
Then as memories rose like exhalations from the 
Past shutting off themselves and the years they had 
known from the gathering ranks in gala attire, they 
dropped into tender reminiscence of the old-times 


It 
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-Ie bon vieuæ tenlps-for ,vhich they stood alone 
that day. 
Presently the conversation ,vas lifted from the 
Past-the liye Present had pressing claims upon these 
boys of more than four-score; and when the gentle 
transition "Tas con11)lete it ,vas the ne,v Home-that 
dream of an old man-of ,vhich they talked. 
Father Lacombe ,vas making a l)lea for a "little 
souvenir" for the Home and the poor it ,,'ould shelter; 
but it is doubtful if the other heeded his ,,'"ords greatly. 
This man of many dreanls and vast possessions felt 
the greater llrgency of an aPI)eal that ,vas wordless 
-the ,veIl-spent years, the radiant humanitJT of the 
man in the cassock. 
They had each gone into the ,vilderness striplings 
,vith staff and scril) and the mind to do great things. 
T.he one lllan ,vas no,v a l)cer of the reabn and a 
man of Ìlnn1ense ,,'"ealth; the other had little more 
than his staff and scrip, but with them he was a prince 
of hearts and good ,yorks. 
IIis lightl)T ,vorded plea for aid was scarcely ut- 
tered before the assurance came-and ,vith this little 
matter past the t,vo l)icked up the threads of old 
memories llntil the hour for the reception. 
They took leave of each other no,v. A long ,varm 
handclasp-a long steady lool{ of farewell: "Good- 
bye; God bless you 1" from Father Lacombe, and a 
,vistful question unspoken bet,veen the t,\,"o! Then 
the old priest swiftly lifted his friend's hand to his 
lips; and ,vas gone. 



1907 


.FA THER LACOl\lBE 


455 


The "little souyenir" came shortly after from 
Strathcona. It was a cheque for $10,000. 
In ] 910, having collected $30,000 for his Home 
Father Lacombe ordered its construction at a cost of 
about t,vice that sum. He then spent the summer at 
l\Iidnapore l)ottering delightedly about the building, 
,vatching it gro,v brick by brick; "rhile the workmen 
gre,," pleasantly familiar with the inquisitive paternal 
old form stooping over his stick. 
He lived nearby. in a small frame-building as bare 
as the shacl
 at l\Iacleod in the eighties. Nothing of 
all the funds he had begged remained to him-noth- 
ing of all the gifts that had been sho,vered upon him: 
for giying has been his especial weakness. 
But the old man needed none of these. He was 
still rich in his o,vn personality. The primal ele- 
ments of joyousness, fearlessness and grit that sus- 
tained him in his prime ,vere still with him: though 
frequently obscured ,vith the small vanities and curi- 
osities of a child, or fitful bursts of annoyance. 
These last only ,vaited upon a comprehending 
gleam in another's eyes to be dissolved into smiles- 
deliciously-kno,ving, self-accusing smiles that flut- 
tered roguishly across the fine old face. No estimate 
of Father Lacombe is adequate that does not empha- 
size the charm of this delightful responsiveness and 
accompanying humour. Even at eighty-four no tran- 
sition of another's thought was too quick or subtle for 
his Gallic intuition-unless he chose for diplomatic 
reasons most blandly to ignore it.. 


. 
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In October of 1010 Father Lacombe went to Ed- 
monton to meet his friend, IIis Excellency Count 
Andreas Szeptickyi, primate of the Ruthenian Cath- 
olics, ,vho ,vas then touring the Ruthenian missions 
in the west. 
On Novelnber üth the Lacombe Home was offi- 
cially' opened at l\Iidnapore by Bishop Legal. It 
was not for nothing that the failing forces of the old 
man had been rallied: that a master-brain and a 
master-hand had laid his ,,'orld again under tribute. 
Because of it this last beneficent dream of Father 
Lacombe had been realized. 
But the IIonle ,vas practically ,vithout revenue, 
and his !Joor could not li,"e 011 his syn'lpathy alone. 
The old man had to bestir himself again. lIe ex- 
IJlained his needs to his friend, 1\11'. Burns, and the 
institution was thereafter bounteously supplied ,vith 
good meat. 
lIe ,vent to St. Albert and commandeered from the 
bisholJ'S farnl a carload of IJotatoes. lIe descended 
on Lethbridge and returned ,,
ith a couple of carloads 
of coal frolll a friend's colleries. I
roln another source 
canle the lordly gift of lumber to erect large outbuild- 
ings, and t,vo rail,,"ays conspired \vith the g'enerous 
donors in translJorting these gifts. The officials ,vere 
not afraid of creating a dangerous precedent: there 
could never be another Père Lacolnbe nor such an- 
other irresistible beggar in the cause of humanity. 
Before six Illonths had passed over t,vo-score of 
!Jersons ,vere gathered there under the mantle of his 
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charity and he ,vas d,velling in the Home with them. 
He is no,v content. His feet no longer burn to go 
on long journeys; but incessantly active still he 
,vanders about his habitation and its precincts- 
searching an10ng his ne,v proteges for a cause in 
,vhich .he may benevolently meddle. 
It is here, he says, ,vith the poor of Alberta- 
,vith his poor-that he shall close his eyes in the last 
sleep. 
And it is here, in this IIouse of Fatherly Love, 
that the tangled trails of the ,vest, which beckoned 
to the stripling in 1849, meet and find their end. 
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On December 12, 1D16, the Trail reached the 
Great Divide-and Albert Laconlbe passed into 
Eternity. 
But before the end can1e his in1mortal spirit ,vas 
straining on its hUll1an leash. IIis feet burned to set 
out on the journey home to his 
Iaster; anù more than 
once he voiced the protest of an eagle spirit pinioned 
in an out,vorn bod)T. 
"It's too long-too long," he said ,,"ith some of his 
old high inlpatience to Père Grandin yisiting hin1. . . . 
and another da)T he exclaimed to his friend, Père 
Hetu: 
"I am not ,veIl-no, not ,veIl. But in four days it 
,viII all be over." 
It ,vas as he said. "Tithin four days he ,vas re- 
leased; the old Chieftain had penetrated the mists that 
shroud the Great Divide and pitched his tent in the 
beckoning, llncharted meado,,'s of the Land Beyond. 
lIe had begun the highest adventure, the fateful 
journey' back to his Creator through the Unkno,vn. 
But he ,vas superlatively ,veIl-equipped for it-,vith 
the spirit of a pioneer and crusader and the unqlles- 
tioning faith of a child. 


It ,vas Decemher 8th, the feast of l\Iarv Immacu- 
late, that marked the beginning of the encl. l\Iary is 
the nalne-patroness of the Oblate Order, and no liege- 
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lady had ever been served more loyally or by a knight 
more chivalrous.... Did she come herself to pro- 
nounce his "Nunc Dimittis?" . . . . 
At ten o'clock on the night of the 11th his nurse 
feeling the end near called to his bedside his aged 
comrade Père Blanchet and the Sisters of the Home 
-his "daughters in Christ," "his Princesses of 
Charity," his "Pearls of the ,vorld," as he ,vas ,vont to 
call them. They ,vatched and prayed with him to the 
end, ,vhich came three hours later. 
lIe ,vas not able to talk to them during that time, 
though he gave signs of recognition. There ,vas one 
long serene lingering glance at each before he finally 
closed his eyes. Death came in ,vith gentle feet. 
There ,vas no agony, no effort in the transition. He 
,vent happily to sleep in the Lord. 
On the night of the 13th his body lay in state in the 
Cathedral at Calgar)T on a catafalque before the altar. 
His stole, biretta and rosary lay on top of the casket. 
After the requiem mass, celebrated by Père 
Grandin with Archbishop Legal and Bishop IVlc- 
N ally assisting, a significant procession passed down 
the streets of Calgary. There were Indians and 
l\Ietis and Oblate comrades of the dead. There ,vere 
men whose lives had been spent in the service of the 
t,YO great Companies of the early 'Vest. 
There ,\Tere Old-timers and ne,v-comers, with his 
friend Governor Brett representing at once the State 
and the Old-timers, while the Premier, the Hon. 
Arthur Sifton, and his colleagues had appointed the 
Hon. "Tilfrid Gariepy to represent the Province. 
There ,vas a guard of honor of the storied red- 
coated horsemen of the west, a detachment of the 
Royal N orth,vest l\Iounted Police under l\iajor Fitz 


. 
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IIorrigan, the commander of the post. It ,vas the 
last tribute of this splendid force to a pioneer ,vho had 
. before their day been the Rider of the Plains par 
excellence. 
A special train, assigned by his friend, Lord 
Shaughnessy, and colleagues of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, a,vaited the cortege at the rail,vay station. 
As was fitting-the four great forces that laid the 
foundation of civilization in ,vestern Canada had met 
about the bier of the dead pioneer. 
At Edmonton the body lay in state again in St. 
joachim's Church on the hill above the old Fort and 
landing-place at ,vhich he entered on his ,,,,estern 
pastorate sixty-four years before. 
Then from Edmonton through sun-drenched airs 
his fm1eraI cortege moved slowly along the old Trail 
from the Fort to St. Albert-across the Bridge-the 
nrst on the Plains-his bridge ,vhich had so angered 
Governor Dallas with its mute defiance of the Com- 
þany's policy of exclusion-up the hillside ,vhere his 
first grain ,vas stacked, and in to the church he built 
,,,,here Alexandre Tache had planted his staff in the 
wilderness. 
It was Père Leduc, one of the Ancients, "rho 
preached here the final oration-from St. Paul's text: 
"I have fought the good fight; I have finished the 
course; I have kept the faith. . . ." And seated in 
the sanctuary were the thinning ranks of his com- 
rades who had kept the faith \\Tith him.... Legal, 
Tissier, 
Ierer, Grandin, Blanchet, Therien, Van 
'righen, N aessens, Lemarchand, j an, Hetu. . . . 
His body-the venerable shell of a crusading spirit 
-,vas borne by six comrades to a vault beneath the 
high-altar, and laid there near the body of his friend, 
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Bishop Grandin. His spirit had already passed 
through finer ethers to more spacious spheres. 
He had not burdened his friends with the reading 
of testaments or arrangements of business for him. 
lIe had f ollo,ved literally the l\Iaster's advice to leave 
af! and divide his goods ,vith the poor. lIe had done 
more-he had divided with his poor all that he could 
induce others to give. 
In the end he possessed nothing-but his o,vn soul. 
But he had left his country richer, endo,ved with in- 
spiring memories of him! As the voyageur" joyous, 
vivid, fearless, dramatic in instinct, gesture and story 
. . . . one to ,vhom it was given, as Sir "\Villiam Van 
Horne ,vrote him, "to kindle the love and reverence 
of everybody he met!" as the born priest of simple 
goodness and childlike faith, cherishing Humanity 
alike in its frailty and its strength. 
l\Iemories of him too as the Beggar, ul e saint 
a1ldace/
 with hands of munificence; as the l\ian, 
,vithout a selfish fibre Ï1I his body, before whose un- 
bounded kindliness and compelling charm artificial 
barriers of class, pride and income melted like April 
snows, for he held these had no right to exist. 
His steady insistence on the right of all men to 
justice and square dealing and the where,vithal of 
Iíving ,vas not base'd on modern theories of reform, 
but on the ancient teachings of Christ. He had no 
kno,vledge of up-to-date economics; they were for 
the generations that followed him. He haa no hope 
of a universal remedy for the conditions of his poorer 
brethren which so distressed him. 
The l\Ietis Colony, his one big effort to eliminate 
poverty in a distinct group, had failed. He hated 
but did not fear poverty. Like Tolstoi he felt that if 
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some men must be poor then for love of them he must 
share their poverty. But unlike 'l"olstoi, he ,vas ,vith 
it all as joyous a knight-errallt of Life as the hero of 
nny blithe medieval romance. 
Perhaps because he ,vas Inoulded out of the heart 
of nature, and like nature hated incon1pleteness he 
could not be idle ,vhile needs confronted him, ,,,,hile 
injustice clamored or ,veakness called to hin1. COll- 
sciously multiplying his forces and efforts here, 
dra,ving- on every reserve in him-he did in his lifetilne 
the work of many men. 
There has been no greater individual force'than his 
in the moulding and making of ,vestern Canada. 
There has been no man so loyed by the Indians or so 
revered by the ,vhites. IIis life ,vas an apotheosis of 
personal service in a period ,vhen individualism 'vas 
rampant, and money or high position the popular 
measure of success for man. 
I-Iere-then, he lives a beautiful and inspiring 
memorv. 
The
e-Beyond, rene,ved in force, joyously quest- 
ing ne,v Grails of self-immolation and service" still 
,vorking ,vith an eager force and a high faith that love 
and truth and justice must prevail.... he is-in 
Heaven as in Quebec-Ie saint audace. 
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Benton, Fort, 168, 170, 195. 
Berthier, 37. 
Bie, Abbé de, 376. 
Big Bear, Chief, 296, 309. 
Big House, the, 43, 47. 
Bitter-root Valley, 105. 
Blackfeet, the-trading at Edmonton, 
59-61; epidemic in camps of, 70-72; 
call for Father Lacombe, 80, 89; 
threaten Edmonton House, 101, 105, 
11 5, 176; revenge-party formed, 
178; dying with smallpox, 185; 
starvation among, 243; downfall 
begins, 267. 
Blackfeet chieftains tour East, 3 10. 
Blackfoot Crossing, 270, 298, 301, 302. 
Blais, Father, 319. 
Blanchet, Father, 61, 315, 459, 460. 
Blanchet, Rev. Father, 183, 450, 460. 
Bloods, the, 59, 196, 266, 267, 303, 
331. 
Boer War, the, 398. 
Bornheim, 376. 
Bourgine, Father, 183. 
Bourgeau, M., botanist, 74. 
Bourassa, Father, 39, 46, 64. 
Bourget, Bishop, 8, 16, 156. 
Bow River, 107, 200, 262, 277. 
Bowell, Sir Mackenzie, 356, 359, 360. 
Brazeau, the interpreter, 101, 172. 
Brest, 220. 
Brett, Governor, 459. 
Bridge, :first in Alberta built by Fa- 
ther Lacombe, 87; at Calgary, ob- 
tained by Father Lacombe, 355; at 
Edmonton, also obtained by Father 
Lacombe, 3 55. 
British North America Act, 339. 
British possessions, the, 171. 
British Columbia, 204. 
Brittany, 221, 399. 
Bruchesi, Archbishop, 439. 
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Brussels, 399. 
Bruyère, de la, ?vI., 414. 
Buffalo, city, 17. 
Buffalo Lake, 69. 
Buffalo, hunt of, 24-33; disappearance 
of, 243; value of, to Indians, 23-24. 
Burns, P., 426, 445, 456. 
Butler, General Sir William, 191. 
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Caer, Father, 89. 
Canadian Pacific Railway, approaches 
West, 248; condition of early 
navvies of, 248-250; building of, 
over the prairies, 272, 460. 
Calgary, Fort, 264. 
Calgary, 265, 280, 285, 292, 297, 333, 
459. 
Car of Israel, 334. 
Cariboo, 324. 
Carlton, Fort, 13 1-13 2. 
Caron, Sir Adolphe, 329. 
Cases, M. de, 333. 
Catholic Missionary Congress, first in 
New World, 447. 
Caughnawaga, 312. 
Champs de 
fars, 3 12. 
Chasse Ga/erie, legend of, 3-4. 
Chicago, 447. 
Chief :Mountain, 170. 
Chilcotin, 324. 
Chipewyans, the, 377, 386. 
Chipewyan, Fort, 48, 385-387. 
Cholera in Montreal, 12. 
Christie, Chief Factor William, 93; 
improves Fort Edmonton, 98, 178. 
Claude, Father, 291. 
Clover, Tom. 43. 
Clovis, 2. 
Cold Lake, 267. 
Colonization work III west, 231-23 S. 
Cologne, 399. 
Columbia River, 314. 
Commons, House of, 379, 383. 
Confederation Act, 337. 
Conservative Government, defeat of, in 
1896, 371. 
Cornellier, Father, 429. 
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Courcurs de bois, 3. 
Cranbrook, 426. 
Crees, 59, 60, 62; mIssIon for, 61; 
encounter with pagan Crees; 97, 98, 
1 00, 1 0 5 , 1 09, 13 8, 1 59; dying 
with smallpox, 185; whiskey trade 
demoralises, 192; starving, 243 ; 
degenerating, 263. 
Cree-Assinaboines, 176. 
Cretin, Father, 17. 
Crosse, lie à la, 62, 96, 333. 
Crowfoot, Chief, 119, 297, 302, 307, 
324. 
Crow's Nest Pass, 337. 
Crozier, 1fajor, 296. 
Cumberland House, 40. 
Cypress :Mountains, 280. 
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Dallas, Governor, visits Edmonton 
House, 92, 460. 
Daly, Hon. T. Mayne, 330, 343 356. 
Datur-Onl1libus, the, 392. 
Davin, Nicholas Flood, 379. 
Demers, Father, 61, 315. 
Denny, Captain, 301, 303. 
Devil's Lake, 7S. 
Dewdney, Hon. Edgar, 275, 287. 301, 
330. 
Diamond Jubilee of Father Lacombe, 
449. 
Dictionary, Cree, 191,215. 
DontenwiIl, Bishop, 391. 
Dorion, Sir Aimé, 229. 
Doucet, Father, 183, 266, 2S0, 283, 
291, 324, 449. 
Douglas, 324. 
Dover, 219. 
Drexel, Mother Katherine, 318. 
Dubuque, 17. 
Duck Lake, 296. 
Duhamel dit Sans-Façon, 7. 
Dumont, Gabriel, 293. 
Dumoulin, Father, 22, 320. 
Dunbow, 286. 
Dunvegan, Fort, 66, 181, 384. 
Durieu, Bishop, 342. 
Duvernay, Ludger, 263. 
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Ecumenical Council, 1 54. 
Edmonton, Fort, established, 47; de- 
scription of, 46-48; arrival of Fa- 
ther Lacombe at, 44; Indian trading 
at, 59-61, 99-101; Christmas at 
Fort Edmonton, 124; threatened by 
Blackfeet, 178; a new Edmonton, 
259, 334; railway connection, 349. 
Education Act, England, 370. 
Emard, Bishop, 346. 
Emperor Francis Joseph, 402-405, 434. 
Empire, The 'Toronto, 337. 
Ermine-Skin, Chief, 187, 303, 305. 


F 


Fabre, Edouard (Archbishop), 8, 314, 
337. 
Fabre, Monsignor, 127. 
Falher, Rev. Father, 389, 390. 
Faraud, Bishop, 131, 181, 221. 
Fiftieth anniversary of ordination of 
Father Lacombe, 380. 
Fitzgerald, Inspector, R.N.W.M.P., 
380. 
Fillion, Father, 232. 
Fitz Horrigan, Major, 459. 
Foisy, Father, 291. 
Forests, the, 394. 
Forget, Hon. Rudolphe, 419. 
Fort Benton, 168, 170, 195. 
Fort Calgary, 264. 
Fort Carlton, 131, 132. 
Fort Chipweyan, 48, 385, 387. 
Fort Dunvegan, 66, 181, 383. 
For! Edmonton, 44, 46, 47, 59, 101, 
124, 178. 
Fort Garry, 33, 48, 209. 
Fort McMurray, 388. 
Fort Pitt, 63, 131, 261. 
Fort Saskatchewan, 389. 
Fort Snelling, 19. 
Fort Vermilion, 385. 
Foster, Hon. G. E., 356. 
Fourmond, Father, 266. 
Franchère, 204. 
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Frain, Father, 73, 247. 
Francis Joseph, Emperor, 402-405, 434. 
France, 137, 194, 216, 246, 397, 429. 
Franco-Prussian War, 194. 
Frankfort, 434. 
Franklin, Sir Jobn, 387. 
Frank, slide of Mount, 426. 
Fraser River, 324. 
Fraser, Colin, 51. 
Free Press, Manitoba, 235. 
Freighting, first, by carts from Red 
Ri ver to Edmonton, 88; first brigade 
of H. B. C. carts to Edmonton, 137. 
Frog Lake, 296, 305. 
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Gagnon, Abbé, 37. 
Galt, Sir Alex., 270, 286. 
Gariepy, Hon. Wilfred, 459. 
Garry, Fort, 33, 48, 209. 
Gaste, Father, 163. 
Germany, 397. 
Gibbons, James, 128. 
Glcichen, 276, 302. 
Golowkowski, Premier, 400. 
Grahame, Steamship, 388. 
Grandin, Rev. Father, 440. 
Grandin, Vital, Bishop of St. Albert, 
arrives in West, 64; meets Father 
Lacombe, 131; enters St. Albert as 
Bishop, 162; 
ends Father Lacombe 
to East, 204; founder of Indian 
Schools, 204; warns Ottawa Gov- 
ernment of rebellion impending, 
294-295; appoints a coadjutor, 372; 
toast to Father Lacombe, 391-393; 
illness and death, 412-417, 458-461. 
Great Divide, 3. 
Great Slave Lake, 417. 
Greek Catholic, 396. 
Greenway Administration, 338. 
Grey, Lord, 445. 
Grey "Nuns, to Mackenzie, 137; to 
Lac Ste. Anne, 77; to St. Albert, 
89; to Dunbow, 290. 
Groat, Malcolm, 100, 178. 
Grollier, Father, 40. 
Grouard, Bishop, 380, 386, 387. 
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H 


Hamilton, 86. 
Hapsburg, House of, 404. 
Harriot, John, 44. 
Hardisty, Richard, 94; befriends Fa- 
ther Lacombe, 123. 
Harnois, Leon, 170, 262. 
Haultain, Hon. Mr., 340, 346. 
Haultain Administration, 340. 
Healeys, the, 170, 171. 
Hebert, Louis, 284. 
Hector, Sir James, 73, 74. 
Helena, .Montana, 333. 
Hill, James, 234, 426, 427. 
Hermitage, 326, 334, 341, 371, 372. 
Hermitage of St. 1\1ichel, 342. 
Hetu, 460. 
Hobbema, 348, 393. 
Hohenlohe, Count Hermann von, 276. 
Hohenlohe, Cardinal von, 277. 
Hospital for Indians, 325. 
Horse-stealing, 278, 280. 
House-tent, 143; midnight mass In, 
152. 
Hudson Bay Company, 40; boatmen of, 
40-42; established at Fort Edmon- 
ton, 47; attitude toward mission- 
aries, 56- 57; attitude toward un- 
.. fortunate Indians, 58. 
Hunfeld, 399. 


I 


Idaho, 105. 
Immigration, inflow of European, 396. 
Indian Industrial School, establish- 
ment of, 285, 291; need of im- 
provement, 446. 
Indian treaty No.8, commission for, 
377-378; making of, 377-389. 
Ireland, Archbishop, 408, 427. 
Iroquois, 67, 3 12. 
Irvine, Major, N.W.M.P., 203. 
Isbister, James, 293. 
Italy, 397. 
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Jackson, Henry, 294. 
Jan, 460. 
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Jasper House, 66. 
Jaxon, Honoré, 294. 
Jerusalem, 432. 
Jesuits, Montana, 171. 
Jesuit Estates Act, 338. 
]OllT1za/, Le, 363. 


K 


Kaiser, 170. 
Kamloops, 347. 
Kane, Paul, 126. 
Kenooshayo, 382. 
Kendrick, Archbishop, 173. 
Kentucky, 103. 
Kicking Horse Pass, 276, 314. 
Kipp, Joe, 170, 329. 
Kiyiwin, Abraham, 109. 
Klondyke, movement to, 377. 
Kootenay, 105, 348. 


L 


Lacombe, Father-natiy.ity, 3, 5; par- 
entage, 5-6; at college, 8; called to 
Montreal, 8; decides to be a 
missionary, 10; ordination, 11; de- 
parts for West, 16; chaplain to 
Metis Hunt, 24; returns to :Mont- 
real, 37; again to Western missions, 
38; consents to go to Fort Edmon- 
ton, 40; first journey to Peace 
River, 64; enters Oblate Order, 66; 
first call to Blackfeet, 68; becomes 
missionary Free-lance of plains, 106; 
founds St. Paul de Cris, 111; wit- 
nesses Cree-Blackfeet battle, 116; 
starves on the winter train, 142; 
couþ d'état in Blackfoot camp, 157; 
prevents Blackfoot attack, 161 ; 
voyage to St. Louis and Montreal, 
169; succors the wounded Black- 
feet, 176; devotion during smallpox 
epidemic, 182-186; receives Sweet- 
Grass as Christian, 190; writes Cree 
dictionary and sermons, 191 ; in- 
vents picture-Catechism, 201; given 
a mission concerning schools, 204; 
sails for France, 216; takes up col- 
onization work, 23 1; parochial wor k 
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in Winnipeg, 231; pleads Indian 
cause at Ottawa, 244; voyage to 
Europ;: delegate to General Chapter, 
246; becomes chaplain of first 
trans-continental, 249; returns to 
Far \Vest missions, 261; aids in 
keeping peace during Rebellion, 
298-307; begs in East for missions, 
316; secures first Indian hospital, 
33 1 ; engages in School Question, 
338-342; conducts School-Question 
campaign for Archbishop T aché, 
345, 354, 359, 372; originates plan 
of Metis colony, 351; illness, 374; 
adviser to Indian Treaty Commis- 
sion, 378-390; attempts his Memoirs, 
394; opens last campaign of begging, 
409; retires [0 Hermitage, 424; 
voyage to Palestine, 429-435, re- 
linquishes enterprise of Metis colony, 
443; plan a Home for aged and 
orphans, 444, 458-462. 
Lacombe, Albert, Sr., 5. 
Lacombe, Gaspard, 103, 128, 451. 
Lacombe, Joseph, 6. 
Lacombe, Mdme. Agathe, 6, 174, 271. 
Lacombe, Christine, 174, 262. 
Lacombe Home, its founder begins to 
plan, 444; building of, 455; open- 
ing of, 456. 
Lac la Biche, 49, 62; transportation 
by, 168, 174, 181. 
Lac Ste" Anne, established, 61; de- 
scribed by Lord Southesk, 75, 76. 
Lac Rouge, 20. 
Ladder, (Echelle) , of Father La- 
combe, 203. 
Laf1èche, Bishop, 318. 
Laird, Hon. David, 380, 382, 383. 
Langdon, 298. 
Langevin, Archbishop, 352, 391, 429. 
Langevin, Sir Hector, 227, 228, 296, 
414. 
Larivière, Hon. A. C., 352, 354. 
L' Assomption College, 8. 
L'Assomption, 174, 271, 343. 
Laurier, Sir Wilfrid, 360; corresponds 
with Father Lacombe on school- 
question, 361-362, 364, 370, 449. 
Lebret, Rev. Louis, 420, 421. 
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Leduc, Father, arrives in West, 137, 
163, 183, 319,440,450,460. 
Ledochowski, Cardinal, 399. 
Lefloch, Father, 115- 
Legotf, Rev. Father, 163, 451. 
Legal, Bishop, 269; meets Father La- 
combe, 306, 319, 323, 330; co- 
adjutor bishop of St. Albert, 373; 
aids Father Lacombe, 411, 447, 459, 
460. 
Lemarchand, 460. 
Leopoli, 401. 
Lesser Slave Lake, 66, 181, 381, 384. 
Lestanc, Rev. Father, 440, 451. 
Letaille, M., 216, 247. 
Lethbridge, 319. 
Le Verandrye, 2. 
L'Heureux, Jean, 245, 287, 311. 
Liège, 435. 
Lilloet, 324. 
Little Pine, 100. 
Little Slave River, 66. 
Livingstone, Sam, 128-129. 
Loisy, Abbé, 431. 
London, 217, 274. 
Longue Point Asylum, 230. 
Lorne, Marquis of, 257. 
Lorraine, Bishop, 318. 
Loras, Bishop, 17, 409. 
Louisville, 263. 
Lowell, 232. 
Luxembourg, 405. 
Luxton, W. F., 235, 237. 


M 


Macdonald, Donald, 180. 
Macdonald, Joseph, 99. 
MacDonnell, Captain, 321. 
Macdonald, Sir John, conference with 
Taché, 227-228; on Indian Schools, 
286; quotes Father Lacombe, 299, 
301, 340. 
MacKenna, J. A. J., 380. 
Mackenzie, Sir Alex., 388. 
Mackenzie, Murdo, 124-125. 
Mackenzie District, 137. 
Mackintosh, Governor, 346. 
11acleod, Fort, 266-268. 
Macleod, 320, 336. 
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Macleod, Col., 270, 275. 
MacLaine, Flatboat, 99. 
MacPherson, Sir David, 282-283. 
McCarthy (Jimmy-from-Cork), 128. 
McCarthy, Dalton, 338. 
McDougall, Rev. George, 97, 182. 
McLoughlin, Dr. John, 129. 
McTavish, Governor, 296. 
Maisonneuve, Ie, 14. 
Manitoba. 88, 232. 
Manitoba School Question, origin of, 
337; early struggle in, 338,340; 
Hierarchy's united action, 345, 346; 
progress of, 354, 355; closing agita- 
tion of, 359, 371; Memorial on, 345- 
346; Remedial Order, 3 55; Remedial 
Bill, 369: overthrows Government, 
371. 
Manning, Archbishop, 218. 
:Marchand, Father, 296. 
Mardi Gras, 6. 
Marseilles, 429. 
Marguerite, the Sarcee captive, 1 S7. 
Mary Immaculate, 458. 
11assachusetu, 232-233. 
:Matheson, Jack, 174. 
McNally, Bishop, 459. 
Medicine Hat, 328, 437. 
hf.clanges Relii{ieu.x, 12, 16. 
1vlerer, 460. 
Mercier, Canon, 10, 12. 
:Metis, 20j buffalo hunts of, 24-33; 
Golden Age of, 23, 24, 33; Metis of 
Fort Pitt and Ste. Anne, 63; groups 
of Metis take to farming, 80-84,459. 
:Metis Colony, origin of, 350, 353; 
grant of land to, 356; organization 
of, 374j financial difficulties, 421; 
fire destroys institution, 435, 460. 
Metternich. Princess, 402. 
Metz, 220. 
11i1l, grist, built by Father Lacombe, 
90. 
Milton, Lord, visits St. Albert, 93. 
Minto, Lady, 375- 
Minerve, La, 263. 
Missouri, 168, 173. 
Monias, 25. 
Montana, 105, 329, 348. 
Montreal, 1, 14, 37, 103, 203, 213. 


Moos/oos, Chief, 382. 
:Morin, Father, 352. 
:Mormon settlers, 329. 
Morrison, Angus, 237; execution of, 
239. 
Moulin, Rev. Father, 163. 
1\fountstephen, Lord, 275, 405. 
Mountains of Setting Sun, 2. 
Mounted Police, established, 241, 265j 
factors in western civilization, 272, 
356, 459. 
Munroe, William (Piskan), 270. 
Munich, 399. 


N 


Na B%che, 160. 
Naessens, 460. 
Nancy, 220-221. 
Natous, Chief, 116, 121, 245. 
Nelson, 427. 
Neuf-Château, 405. 
New Orleans, 168. 
New Westminster, 408, 427. 
Nicolet, 336. 
Non-Conformists, 340, 370. 
Norway House, 46, 103, 126. 
Nose Hill, 142. 


o 


Oberammergau, Canadian, 334. 
Oblates, a new order, 36, 38; Father 
Lacombe enters Order, 66, 192-195; 
Oblates' uniform, 23 1 ; factor in 
civilization of West, 272. 
Oblates, Annals of, 168. 
Ohio, 103. 
Ojibway ancestor of Father Lacombe, 7. 
Old Bow Fort, 179. 
Ontario, 103. 
Orafino, 105. 
Orelia, Cardinal, 399. 
Oregon, 129, 274. 
Otaskawan, 349. 
Ottawa, 310. 
Ottawa, Archbishop of, 333. 
Ouimet, Hon. Mr., ,3 56. 
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Palliser Expedition, 73. 
Papaskis, 187. 
Papineau, 6. 
Paré, 166. 
Paré, Canon, 8, 10. 
Paris, 219, 222, 247, 399. 
Paris Exposition, 398. 
Parliament Buildings, 1, 2. 
Passion Play by Indians, 334. 
Patrie, La, 436. 
Pawtucket, 318. 
Pays d'ell, Hallt, 1, 6, 16, 35. 
Peace River, 107, 377. 
Peace River Crossing, 384. 
Peace River Trail, 384. 
Pembina, 9, 17; foundation of, 22; 
arrival of Father Lacombe at, 22. 
Pembroke, 333. 
Pemmican, making of, 32. 
Philadelphia, 316, 319. 
Picture-catechism, 203, 215, 216. 
Piegans. the, 59, 196, 267, 329, 394. 
Pike's Peak, 105. 
Pig's Eye, 18. 
Pile-o' -Bones, 261. 
Pincher Creek, 327, 437. 
Pine River Pass, 204, 276. 
Pitt, Fort, the Metis of, 63, 131, 261. 
Plattsburg, 230. 
Plenary Council, 449. 
Point Douglas, 241. 
Politics, attitude of Father Lacombe 
on, 366-368, 448-449. 
Ponoka, 349. 
Pope Pius IX. 154, 155, 194. 
Pope Pius X, 433. 
Portage la Loche, 47. 
Portland, 219. 
Port-Arthur, 2 56. 
Poulin, Father, 217, 220. 
Pound-Maker, Chief, 297, 299, 306, 
309. 
Presse, La, 360, 363, 364-365. 
Prince Albert, 294, 295, 297, 333. 
Prince, Monseigneur, 8. 
Princess Beatrice, 376. 
Princess Louise, 24 5. 
Propagation of the Faith, 194. 
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Pritchard, John, 175. 
Privy Council, 337-340. 
Providence, 318. 
Provinces erected from Northwest 
Territories, 436. 
Provincial Rights, 340. 
Pryzenyls, 401. 


Q 


Qu'Appelle, 261, 286, 287, 309. 
Quebec, 3 1, 214. 
Quebec Citadel, 312. 
Quebec Tercentenary, 445. 
Queen Victoria, 376. 
Quinn, Agent, 296. 


R 


Rae, Captain, 171. 
Rae, Doctor, visits Father Lacombe, 
102. 
Rampolla, Cardinal, 399. 
Ready-made farms planned in 1833, 
278. 
Rat Portage, 249, 256, 276. 
Ravoux, Father, 18, 409. 
Red Crow, 310. 
Red Deer Crossing, 279. 
Red River Cart, 26, 87. 
Red River, great flood of, 2, 38, 88, 
103, 154, 209. 
Reed, Hayter, 341. 
Regina, 333. 
Remas, Father, 62, 64, 72, 77, 291, 
350. 
Remedial Ordinance, 3 5 5. 
Rideau Hall, 310. 
Riel rebellion of 1885, impending, 292; 
claims of Metis, 292. 
Riel, Louis, 227; polítical aspirations, 
229; hiding in Quebec, 230; mental 
unbalance, 230; returns from Mon- 
tana, 294; takes leadership of 
Metis, 296; surrendered, 306. 
Rivière du Loup, 286. 
Rimouski, 32 5. 
Rocky Mountain House, 104, 111, 
122, 174, 176, 191, 192. 
Rome, 246, 433. 
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Ross, James, 330, 375. 
Routhier, Judge, 318. 
Rowand, Chief Factor, character of, 
40; family of, 44; story of, 53-55; 
defied by Father Lacombe, 56; In- 
dian name, 170. 
Rowand's Folly, 47. 
Royal, Ex-Governor, 410. 
Royer, Rev. Father, 411. 
Rupert's Land, 162. 
Ruthenian Settlers, 396; Father La- 
combe interests Austrian Govern- 
ment and Rome in, 400, 405, 434; 
missionaries arrive in Canada for, 
418. 
Ryan, Thomas, 427. 


S 


Sarcee brave, shot at Edmonton 
House" 100. 
Sarcee captive, rescued by Father La- 
combe, 139. 
Saskatchewan River, 41, 55, 99; gold 
found on, 103; Forks, 107; rafting 
on, Ill; privations of missionaries 
in valley of, 186, 195, 204. 
SatoIli, Cardinal, 399. 
Sault Ste. Marie, 7. 
Saulteaux, the, 10; plunder brigade of 
Father Lacombe, 20, 21. 
Schillingfuerst, 277. 
Schultz, Sir John, 300. 
School, first, in Alberta, 88. 
Scollen, Father, 88, 191 244, 304. 
Scrip for northern Metis, 382-383. 
Sechelt, 324. 
Seghers, Archbishop, murder of, 3 15. 
Selkirk Mountains, 314. 
Selkir k, Lord, asks Quebec for priests, 
22, 39, 175- 
Shaughnessy, Sir Thomas, 427, 460. 
Shah of Persia, 222. 
Silver Bow, 171. 
Sifton, Hon. Arthur, 459. 
Sifton, Hon. Clifford, 378, 379. 
Simpson, Thomas, 387. 
Sinclair, "Credo," 116. 
Sixty-fifth Regiment, In Riel Re- 
bellion, 306. 
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Sixtieth anniversary of ordination of 
Father Lacombe, 449-452. 
Slavs, 396-397. 
Slide-Out (whiskey trading-post), 268. 
Smallpox epidemic, 182 -186. 
Smeulders, .Monsignor, 376. 
Smith, Donald, 234, 276. 
Smet, Père de, 51, 67, 173. 
Snelling, Fort, 19. 
Soullier, Very Rev. Father, 347. 
Southesk, Lord, visits Father Lacombe 
at Ste. Anne, 75; writes of Father 
Lacombe, 75-76. 
Stand-Off, Fort, 268. 
Stanislaus, 401. 
Stanley, Lord, visits Alberta, 321. 
Stephen, George, 274-276. 
Stickeen, 324. 
Strathcona, Lord, 276, 452-455. 
Strasburg, 220. 
Sturgeon River, 81, 92. 
Stuart's Lake, 324. 
St. Albert, establishment of, 82-85; 
episcopal see erected, 162; frontier 
cathedral at, 163; early life in, 164; 
erected a separate diocese, 205; 
modernized, 262, 460. 
St. Boniface, 22, 38, 40, 87, 89, 137, 
209, 345. 
St. Eugène, 427. 
St. Hyacinthe, 11, 336. 
St. Joachim's Church, 460. 
St. Louis, 171. ' 
St. 1vlary's 334. 
St. Paul, mission of Abbé Galtier, 18, 
104, 234, 408, 427, 453. 
St. Paul de Metis, 3 56. 
St. Sulpice, 4, 5, 15. 
Superior, Lake, 3 53. 
Swan Hills, 388. 
Sweet-Grass, Chief, 130, 151, 154, 
187; shadow on, 188, 194. 
Sycannis, 324. 
Szeptickyi, Archbishop, 401, 456. 


T 


T aché, Alexandre (Archbishop of St. 
Boniface)-meets Father Lacombe, 
37; first visit to Edmo:1ton, 62; 
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selects site of St. Albert, 82; re- 
ceives the pallium, 208; confers 
with Government on Amnesty, 227; 
sends Father Lacombe to Europe, 
246; tours the West, 291; journeys 
to the Pacific, 314; again tours the 
\Vest, 333; Memorial on School 
Question, 347-348, 458, 460, 462; 
death of, 347. 
Tarte, Hon. Israel, 398. 
Taschereau, Cardinal, 214. 
Therien, Father, 352, 374, 409, 460. 
Thibault, Father, 38, 49, 62, 64, 173. 
Thompson, Sir John, 308, 329, 347. 
Three Bulls, 310, 323. 
Three Ponds, 115; battle of, 116-122. 
Thunder Bay, 257. 
Tissier, Father, 181, 440, 450. 
Tolstoi, 461-462. 
Toronto, 356. 
Trail of Death, 388. 
Tupper, Sir Charles, 349, 356, 360. 
Turtle Mountain, 27, 31. 
Two Medicine River, 329. 


u 


University of Alberta, 88. 
University of Ottawa, 333. 
University of St. Louis, 172, 173. 
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